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SIR, 

JRUE Hiftory, like a fiiitll- 
fiil Mirrour, gives Princes, as 
well as private Men, an exaft 
Rcprefentarion of the TranR 
anions of pail Ages 5 but if Patriality' 
infatuates the Hiftorian, or Prejudice over- 
ballances his Judgment, his Images appear 
monftrous and unnatural, and we lofe the 
' A 2 only 
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otily Beneic we hoped to reap from his 
Labours. 

The Story I now prefume to lay at 
Your Majesty's Feet, is no lefs than 
the Fall of the vaft ^erfian Empire, and 
the Eftablifhment of the Grecian upon 
its Ruins. No Period of Time was 
ever more &mous : No General ever 
pufh'd his Conquefts fo far in fb fhor^ a 
Time, nor over-run fb many Countries 
with fo fmali a Force. None had a more 
numerous Race of Writers, to recommend 
his A<5ts to Poflcrityj but the greatefl 
Part of their Compofitions was either 
Panegyrick or Satire ; for none durft 
write the Truth concerning him, while 
he lived, and few feem to have had an 
Inclination to it, after his Death. Thcfe, 
and the like Confiderations, moved our 
Author to undenake this Hiftory, where- 
in he has drawn a more natural and 
lively Pourtraiture of Him, than any of 
the r^fl, and painted his Vices, as well as 
his Virtues, in their proper Colours. This, 
added to his Judicioufnels and Impartia- 
lity, has gain'd him fo high an Eftcem 
in the World, that the grcaceft Princes, in 
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Afferent Ages, have deign'd him their 
Procedtion. Hadriany ana Antonine, the 
Emperor Sigijmnd, Alphonjus King of 
Aragorit and Coftnus the late Duke of 
jT&feanyy are Inrances of this : They all 
approved, and patroniz'd his Works 5 and 
I Hatter myfellj that if the Prefent I now 
offer, fail of Your M a jes ty's Acceptance, 
it muft be on Account of the Unworthi- 
nefs of him who offers it. It would be 
highly injurious to Your unfpotted Cha- 
ra^ter^ to pretend to draw any Parallel 
between Alexander and Your Majesty. 
But as his miflaken Greatnefs may ferve 
as a Contrail to Your real Goodnefs, I 
think it my Duty to take a fmall Sketch 
of each^ and (hall fubmit the Juftice of 
what I advance to the Judgment of every 
unprejudic'd Briton within Your Domi- 
nions. 

He firft compleated the Slavery of his 
own Country, and then fet Forth to lay 
his Yoke upon the Necks of Foreigners : 
He trampled upon the Rights of all Na- 
tions where- ever he came, and nothing 
Sacred or Profye efcap'd the Fury of his 
Arms, Fire and Sword were the conftant 

Atten- 
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Attendants of his Expedition, and Dcfo- 
lacion and Ruin followed his Footfteps : 
His reftlcfs Ambition aim'd at no lefs than 
Univerial Sovereignty, and he waded thro' 
a Sea of Blood to obtain it. No Rocks 
nor Mountains could ftem the Torrent c^ 
his Rage 5 No Rivers, Seas, nor Defarts, 
check his dreadful Courfe : Millions of 
Lives went facrific'd to his Glory, and vaft 
Cities turn'd to a Wildemefs, to raife him a 
Name. What he beftow'd laviflily upon 
fome, he had, before, wrefted unjuftly from 
others, and his Height of Rapine only 
made Way for his Excefs of Prodigality. 
His beft Friends often found the fame 
Treatment with his worft Enemies, and 
when inflam'd with Wrath, or Wine, he 
fometimes flew thole, whom in point of 
Gratitude, as well as Policy, He ought to 
have faved. 

How widely different from this, nay, 
how dire<5tly oppofite to this, is Your 
M A J E s T y's Chara<5ler ! As the Know- 
ledge of Mankind has been Your peculiar 
Study, the Good of Mankind is Your prin- 
cipal Care. You have no potion of con- 
(juering Kingdoms^ but to preferve their 

Inha- 
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Inhabitants from Tyranny and Oppreflion, 
and are more ambitious to be ftiUd 
Arbiter of Europe's Differences, than 
to be declared Lord of its Liberties. 
Your Name will (hine brighter in Britijb 
Annals by preferring the Rights of Your 
own People, than if You were to carry 
the Terror of Your Arms as far as the 
HeJleJpont, and make as extenfive Con- 
quefb in the Weflcrn World, as Alexander 
did in the Eaflcrn. However, Your Skill 
is not confin'd to the fofter Arts of Peace 5 
You have appear'd in Arms for the 
Caufe of Liberty already, and the fame 
Caufe will invite You forth again. You 
have engag'd Your Self to defend us from 
Foreign Foes, as well as from Domeftick 
Fa<5tions, and have affured us, that Your 
Sword fhall procure us Peace, whenever 
Treaties are found ineffectual. How happy 
then might we be, could we but be fen- 
fiblc of our own Happinefs ! How fhould 
we prize that Monarch, who places his 
only Interefl in our Safety ! Your Ex- 
adtnefs in the Adminiflration of Juflice, 
Your confummate Wifdom, and the 
Mildnefs of Your Sway, endear You to 
gll who bear any Regard to their Coun- 
try's 
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try*s Welfiirc, and You will reap more 
true Glory from Reigning over the Hearts 
of one Kingdom of Free-bom Subjects, 
than by trampling upon the Necks of & 
World of Slaves. 

I am, with the moft Profound Sub- 
mlflion, 

May it pkafe Tour MA JESTTy 

Tour MAJESTTs 

Moft Dutifuly 
Moft fDevoted, 
And mofi Obedient 

Suhjed and Servant, 



f 

John Rooke 



PREFACE 



si v^ /) thefe been ever a toUrdhU 

I Htjlory p/" Alexander^ A£is in the 

\ Engliffi ^ongue^ I had hardly under~ 

j| taken this ; and bad this been ever 

* trahjlated into Englilh before, I had 

feme attempted it again : But as mm of the Hi- 

Jiories of him, in our Language, areJuU of Errors, 

hconfihencies,- Incredihilkies, and Romance, J 

theiight it might be no imaccef table Piece of Ser-* 

vice, to prefenf the Tublick with the traeji, jufej}, 

and mjl accurate Account thereof now extant ) 

<i»i to put this Matter beyond Difpute^ I have 

i t^m the Pains to compare fever al of the mofi ma* 

Serial Paffages in this Hijiory, with the A: count j 

given Us of them by other Aithors; atidas I have 

fio particular Biafs of Prejudice, PrepoJeJJton, not 

) htereji, that I amjenfibleofy to incline me one way 

or another, I pre fume, I have fiated the Cafe, all 

"%■» fi^i*'fyt and impartially, on each Side, the 

inat&p part of the Knowledge we arrive at, is 

icpired by comparing things and Ideas with each 

"^ksr-y and iff), the neareft way to it, is by hying 

[a] them 
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^em fairly together^ and making apt and ufeful 
Comparifons. Before we canjtiflly determine the 
Difference between two Bodies^ in Quantity y we 
miiji know the exa£i Dimenfions of both ; and he-- 
fore we can be fatisjied of the Difference of two 
Ideas y in ^laftty^ we mufi form a true Judgment 
of each, nhen a confide r able Number of Authors 
tr^at upon one Subjeit ( unlefs they have all copied 
each other J which feldom happens) vjhere^ever one 
Jeems to run madj we find another in his Senjes j 
where one JUeps^ another keeps awake ; where one 
curtails a Story too muchy another gives it fully ; 
and where one delivers it in dark and unintelligible 
Terms J another ferves to clear up his Meanings and 
render him plain and eafy : Infhort^ wheresoever 
one errs in any P articular ^ he is either corrected by 
fome other J or may be^ by a judicious Commentator^ 
I'his is the Method I have taken ^ with the Winters 
of the enfuing Hiftory \ and by this means my 
Keaders will reap the Advantage of conjulting 
many Authors by looking into one^ and have the 
Sub fiance of fevtral Volumes contra£ied into the 
Compafs of a few Pages. Of almojl an Hundred 
and fifty Authors who have handled this SubieBy 
fcarce Haifa Score' have come down to our Timesy 
and even the better part of the fa have only touched 
it cafually. 7^ he chief of the remaining ones are 
Diodorus, Strabo, Plutarch, Arrian, Curtius, 
Juftin, and Orofius. Ofthefe^ Diodorus, Juftin, 
and Orofius wrote his A£is only tranfiently in their 
larger fVbrks^ and having Jo many f'hings upon 
their Hands at once^ it is no great JVonder if they 
be found accurate in nothing. Diodorus took much 
upon Tnifij without ever examining into the Truth 

or 
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fir CredihlUty of the Fa£}s which he related ; 
fwalkwed every things without digejling any thing ; 
and Curtius either coped from the fame Author Sy 
Bfy which is much more lihefyy tran/lated a great 
part of his fTorkfrom him. Trogus was either 
a fad Hiforiany or Juftin a vite Abridger ; but 
as we have the leflimony of many famous Men of 
Antiquity in favour of Trogus, Juftin iviUftand 
condemned as an injudicious Author ^ and the nor Id 
Wonld have been highly fatisfied^ if an Hundred 
fuch as he hadferyh^d^ fo Trogus had come fafe 
to our Hands. Orofius confulted Juftin as hii 
grand Oracky and copied much from him j and 
when the Fountain is muddy ^ it is no Wonder if the 
Stream partahs of the fame ^alities. Strabo 
has intermixed fundry excellent rajfages ofAXtyi^ 
ander i Life with his Geography j which makes us 
regret the Lofs of the Treatife which he wrote 
upon that Subje^: He has alfo given as a ju/t 
Character of many ^Alexandcr'j Followers j whoy 
tofatisfy t%eir Monarches Vanity during his Lifcy 
or to gratify their own Inclinations after his 
Death y puhltjh'djlrangey and unaccountable Stories 
of his Exploits. Even Ptolemy, and Ariftobulus, 
{whom our jiuthor chiefly copied) are not always 
free from this ; but as Arrian was a Man of a found 
Judgment^ he took care to chufe only what was 
tnoft probable^ and left the rejly as Husks y and 
Chaffy to be gleaned up by fuch as were ambitious 
(fJweUing their Works to a huge SizCy by Heaps 
ofaU Gatherings ': 

Quicquid Gmck mendax 



Audet in Hiftoria— Juy. SaL lo. 
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Buty Thanhs' to kind fime^ the greateft part of 
theje romancing Gentry are now gone to Refi^ and 
their Worls ^ haoe fallowed them. What CaUi- 
fthenes wrote concerning Alexander, is long Jfnce 
lo/ti befdesy he was put to Death before that 
Monarch had halffinijh^d his Expedition. 

Eratofthenes was the frfly fofar as I canffnd^ 
who undertook todeteSi t%e Maceaoman Forgeries j 
and did it So fo good purpofe^ that Strabo, Plu- 
tarch, and Arrian havejieer'd after his Light ^ and 
thereby reduced their Accounts to Reafon and 
Probability y whilft Diodoriw, Curtius, Juftin, and 
fome others of inferior Rmh^ have foUawed blind 
credulous Guides^ and are perpetually groping and 
fumbling about in Mi/is oj Error and Uncertainty. 
Few wouldy perhaps^ have drawn up a better Nar^ 
rative ^ Alexander' j Acis than Plutarch;, had he 
dejignd his Work as pure Hi/iory ; but he Jnmjelf 
acquaints usy at his prfi fettmg outy that he rather 
endeavours to declare the Springs or Caufes of 
ABionSj than the Actons thenifelves : Bejidesy 
with regard to Prodigies^ Omensy fitc' he was ex^ 
treamly credulous^ and even his Accounts of Fait s 
are not 'always carefidly given. Marty other Au^ 
thors have prefented us with jingle Stories relating 
to this Affairy particularly Pliny, Athenasus, 
Philoftratus, Seneca, Lucian, Polyasnus, Fron- 
tinus, jElian, and other Sy to whom I havcy occa^ 
/tonally referred in the Comment upon the enfutng 
fVbrk y but as they are well knowny I fhaU forbear 
charaBeriJing them here. T'hus fary I thinky I 
have T^ruthy and Jujiice on my Side ; and I believe 
I may fafely c^miy ^thufno atttient Author who 
ever wrote a particular Hifiwy of I^^yjdXiAtXy now 
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remains J except Curtius, and Arrian ; and $f I 
haoe made it evident y that Arrian is the heji^ the 
truejiy and the moji accurate Hijiorian of the two^ 
by Jetting the fruth and CrediDtlity of the fever al 
Fa0Sy as related by each^ in a clear Light ^ I Jhall 
go a^ great way in convincing the unprejudiced Party 
at leajiy that my chief Dejign was their Inftruc^ 
tion : Befdesy this mayy perhapSy be a means of 
gaining Arrian an Efteem among Englifti Reader Sy 
to whom he has hitherto lain whoUy unknown. The 
chief Benefit we can receive from Hifioryy is by 
comparing EffeBs with the Caufes which produced 
them ; andy as Hke EjfeBs will always now from 
like Caufes y we may form a pretty good Judgment 
cf future Contingenciesy by looking car^uUy into 
paji Event Sy and learn to regulate our Affairs ac^ 
cordingly. This renders Hifory really ufeful to 
the World y and this fets the grave y judictousy and 
exaSi Hiforian above the airyy vainy and empty 
Romancer \fory if either pur Accounts of Caufes y 
or their Effetis be erroneoujly given y wejhallform 
a wrotig judgment concerning themy and inflead 
cf making ourjelves wifer by themy we fhall be im^ 
filers' d in greater Folly and Stupidity than before. 

' As to this Tranjlation ^Arrian, / have done it 
jujilyy to the beji of my Knowledge y without endea^ 
vouring fo much at Eloquence in Di£iiony as there-- 
by to dejiroy the Plainnefs and Simplicity of his 
Manner of relating Ri0s. And whenever I have 
had occyion to introduce other Author Sy in my 

Comment y I hope Ihavefeldom mifunderjioodj mtf 

quotedy mifinterpretedy or mifreprefented theniy to 
ferve anyjinifter Purpofe of my own. J have gene-^ 

rally direBed my Readers to the Booky Chapter y or 

[a 3] Page 
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Page whence I borrowed my Materials j and I 

neither dejire^ nor exfeSi further Credit than the 

Vouchers Ifroduce^ and the Argumjents I ufe^ no-* 

turaUy demand. Hijiorical Fa£is are not reduce^ 

able to Mathematical Certainty j the moji we can 

hope for 'i isy that theff$ftor^an be a Man ofHudg^ 

tnent^ who will not be impojed ufon^ by Pi£fion, 

himfelf and a Man of Veracity y who will not inh- 

fofe it upon us ; and then we may fafely rely upon 

him^ unlefs fornix other gives us a more probabk 

Account of Tome Particulars ;. for as Demonfira^ 

tion cannot be had^ every Story wiU gain Credit 

with us according to the degree of Probability it 

hears. I have been no more partial to Arrian, in 

viy Remarks y than to any other Author : He has 

been fometimes overfeeny thro^ Ha fie or Inadver-^ 

tency\ and if I ad dy that he is not exempt from 

human Frmtyy it will be no great Diminution to 

his Credit. He has been much abufed by ignorant 

I'ranfcribers j and tho* three or four have publijh* d 

Obfervationsy and Critical l^otes with their Edi^ 

tionsy I JiiUfufpeft Jeveral Paffages to be a§rrupt ; 

however y I have pointed them outy and earnefily 

recommend them to his next Editor to corre£iy by 

the A fji fiance of Manufcript Copies. 

Curtius has had a multitude of Editionsy and 
a numerous Herd of Commentators have exer^ 
dfed their Vacuities upqn himy and been lavijh 
in his Praifcy amojig wj^o^ the celebrated Eras- 
mus of Rotterdam appeals as one ; but Mr. Lc 
Clerc has jufily qbferv^dy that thefe hav^ either 
comnietided the whole fVorky without any Regard 
to the Parts which compoje //, orfome of the 
PiU'tSy without conjidering what Relation they 
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hore to the Whole. ^They werey indeed^ Jo 
blinded with the Glare of his Oratory y that tiey 
feem never to have prefumed to look further. 
T'he frji who attempted to call his Veracity in 
que fi tony was Henry Glarcanus : He wrote very 
jbarp and fevere Notes upon himy and tax'd him 
with abundance of Errorsy (Jomejayy more than 
were true) ; however y Snakenburgh commends his 
Indujiryy and excufes him, by telling usy it often 
happens^ that the jirfl Remarhers upon other Mens 
Failings^ fall into Errors themfelves. Modius 
attempted to vindicate Cxxrlxns from the ReJie£iions 
of Glareanus, and made him/elf excejjvoely merry 
with him ; bat he was lerved the Jame Sauce by 
Acidalius, and ufed in the fame farcajiick fna$mer. 
His next Commentators were Fopma^ Loccenius, 
RaderuSy and Frcinihemius, which loft took im^ 
tnenje Pains in comparing him with Arrian, and 
other Authors ; and to his Labours I am not 
aJJ^nied to own myfelf vajily indebted. Tellicr, 
with fome other Sy Juaeeded himy and every one 
found new Faults in their Author (Curtius) which 
had efcaped the Search of the ref. As for my 
party I have ufed each ofthem^ as far as I deenfd 
them agreeable to Truthy and havejbmetimes taken 
the fame Liberty of departing from all of themy 
which they have occaf anally tahen with each other y 
namely y when I had ftronger Reafons to induce 
me to a contrary Opinion: However y if any other 
Commentator upon Curtius arifes in my Daysy who 
wiU be Jo kind as tqjhew me one of my Error Sy 
{for I am no more than a Many and pretend not 
to Infallibility ) and bring fufjicient Proofs along 
Vfith himy I pall freely and readily ftthjcribe to 

[a 4] hi^ 
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Jbis Opinion. I dejirt no better^ nor more candid 
Ufage from Pojlerity^ than what I have given my 
Predecejffors in this Praoince^ and have fet afide 
aU Authority of great J<iameSy whenever they 
endeavoured to raakje me Jwerve from Truth. 
Truth isj and always will be^ what it ever was^ 
and what was faife Two thoufand Tears ^go^ is; 
the fame at this frefent Writing ; for Antiquity 
can give no San3ion to Error. T'hcre was a Timie 
when all the Antients were Moderns^ and there 
may come a Time whenfome^ who are now ModernSy 
may be ftiled Antients. We Moderns are Meny 
the Antients we^e no more : T^hey were fub'jeB to 
the fame Frailtiesy Pajjions^ and Prejudices with 
Qurfehesy fome of them wrote as fmartly againf 
their Prtdeceffors^ as we can write againji oursy 
amd laid as many Accufations of partiality and 
Error to their Charge^ as we ever pretended to 
lay to ours. Had I tranfcribed or tranjlatcd all 
J could have raked up ^ relating to this Subje^y 
neither Twoy nor Half a dozen fuch Volumes as 
thefcy would have contained them:, but my in-- 
tended Brevity debarred me from making long 
Rotations : However^ where I have only abridged 
othersy I hope I have ftldom faiVd to carry the 
Strength of their Reafons along with me^ and to 
take whatever fuited my Purpoje. . The Works of 
Dutch Commentator would, I fancy, be grate fd 
tQfsw Englifh Readers ; for which Reajon, I have 
grow my Objervations fuch a T^urn, as to take ojf 
that DuUnefs, and Drynefs, fo common to moji of 
my Fraternity, and endeavoured to render them 
mgreeahle^ at the fame time that they are infiruc-^ 
tive. . No Remarks of this kindy that J kpow ofy 

have 
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f:)ave mer yet been ftibBJh'd to an Englilh Tran-^ 
JiiOisn cfanymtieta Hiflorian^ and of what va^ 
Uj€ they are^ may he perceived at Jirji Sight. fVh 
taz»y indeedj h^d ^ faint jittempt towards fonie^ 
M Brown'j Juilin ; but the Commentator has not 
thought £t to take notice of a Tenth part of his 
Author s Errors^ as they had been publijh'd^ before 
his T'ime^ in the Variorum, and other Editions. 
We have alf) nowj fome Remarks if Mr. Dacier^ 
upon an Engtilh Verfon /^/"Plutarch'j Lives '^ but . 
tha/e relating to Alexander eJpeciaUy^ are Jo mean^ 
and triflings that I could find no more than about 
jme Ltnesj which I thought worth tranfcribing 
from him. I have purpofely avoided taking notice 
of the Controverjy relating to Gurtius'j Antiquity \ 
for whether he be ati Antient^ or a Modern^ con^ 
cerns neither me^ nor the fVbrld^ half Jo much to 
knoWy as whether the fVork bearing his Name bi 
good or bad: ^hat has^ indeed^ been the Subject of 
fotne part of my Enquiry*^ andy if I may be allowed 
to declare my Sentiments freely y I think it a pity 
that a particular Brand of Infamy cannot be ft amp* d 
upon every Author y without Dijiin^iony who dares 
prejume to impofe Romance upon usy undur the Jpe^ 
cious f'itle of true Hijiory. Butjotne of his Ad^ 
mirers may he apt to fayy in his DtfencCy that as 
his ?wo frji Books are lofiy we kfiow not what 
ftitle he gave his fVbrk ; perhaps T'hat which now 
goes for Hi/ioryy was only defign'd for Romance y 
and what we call the Ads 6^^ Alexander, he might 
only Jtile the Adventures ^i/" Alexander. — Per^ 
haps it might be fb. However y as it now isy fo 
groQC a Title before fb loofe a fVbrky looks like a 

Bar^ 
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Bar^Gown upon a Bt^ooiCs Backy eraCardinaVs 
Hat upon the Hefii of a Monhsy. Ijhali neither 
take up rny own Ttftiey nor tire out my Reader* s 
Patience with much more concerning an Author ^ 
whom I have eenjured Jo freely elfewhere^ hut 
refer him to the Ohfervati^ns upon the enfuing 
Work. Had Mr. Le Clcrc iUuJirated his Criti- 
dfm with more Examples^ there had been lefs 
Necejjity for my Comment ; and the more I have 
faid thercy the lefs I have occq/ltm to fay here. 
A^ow me only to add the CharaHer of Curtius, 
from Tcllier, who was appointed to write Notes 
upon him in Ufum Dclphini : His Periods, Jays 
hcy are generally round, and well tum'd, and 
his Cadences fweet and harmonious ; his Wit is 
terfe, and his Senfc ftrong ; his Language pure, 
and elegant, and his Thoughts refin'd. But 
among fb many ihining Qualities, (whichj by the 
hycy are ftter for a Declaimery than an Hijiorian) 
he has many Blemilhes j for he often runs coun- 
ter to true Hiftory, and his Geography is fre- 
quently falfe : He has Ihew'd him felf unskilled 
in defcribing Battles, {which was the better half 
of his T'ask) and frequently confounds Truth 
with Fidion : He feems to have had but an or- 
dinary Judgment, and ftrives more to tickle the 
Ear, ^han inform thp Underftanding : He de-- 
icribes Things rather as they might have been, 
than as they really were afted, and affefts the 
artful Turn, and harmonious Cadence of his Pe- 
riods too much ; In his Defcriptions, he is too 
poetical, and in his Speeches, too pedantick, 
'^nd affeded, Thus far Tcllier: T'q which I hope 

J 
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Itnayaddj that nigh One half of his fVbrJt is made 
up of Speeches which were never Jpohy Letters 
which were never Jent^ and Defcripttonsof Moun^ 
tainSj Riversy Tozmsj and Countries^ whereof 
many arefal/iy and the few that are truey nothing 
to his purpojiy as an tftjiorian ; for they only 
ferve to d\ftra0 his Reader Sy and divert them 
from the main Story ^ 

IJbaU contihide this Difcourfe with fome Par^ 

tkulars of Axxmi* s Lifey from Fhocius, Voffius, 

Boileau, Fabricius^ ma others. Under that 

learned Princey {Jfays Voflius, fpeaksng of the 

Emperor Hadrian ) fiourifbed Arrian ^' Nko- 

media, the celebrated Scholar rf Epi^etus* (Dio 

caUs himy Flavius Arrianus Nicomedienfls ) a 

Philofophery an Hijforiany andy if fome may be 

creditedy an eminent Civilian. 5uidas acquaints 

usy from Heliconius, that he attained even to 

the Confuhr Dignity y and thaty for the Sweetnefs 

of his Stile y he was ternid another Xcnophon, 

Photius agrees with himy and addsy that he was 

Priejl to Ceres, and Proferpine. Lucian, in his 

Pfeudomaptes, a£ures uSy that Arrian the Scho^ 

lar of Epidctus, a Mat% of the frjl Rafik in 

Rome, employed his whole Life in the Study of 

polite LiteraturCy for which he was Jo parftcu^ 

larly famouSy {fiys Dio) that he was complin 

mented with his Freedom both of Rome, and A- 

ihens. Arnobius mentions him towards the 

Clofe of his Second Booky and fo does Aulus Gcl- 

lius, lib; xvii. \^. & Kb. xix. i. Dio informs 

USy that he was advanced to, be Prefeti of Cap- 

p^docia^ and that he reduced the Ala\mi, <?«i 

Maffa. 
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Maflagetas. Pliny the Tounger^ wh6 was thef% 
Proconful of Pontus, and Bithynia, addrefs^d 
Seven of his Efiftks to him ; and this is the more 
frobabk^ becauje Arrian was not cnfy a Native 
of Nicomedia, a City ^Bkhynia, but wrote 
the Bithynian and Alaunian Hijiofy^ an Abridg-^ 
tnent ofthefrji of which ^ may befeen in Pholius, 
and a Fragment of the lafiy in the Second Volume 
of Blancard'j Edition of his Works. He wrote 
the Parthian Hijiory^ in Seventeen Booksy an 
Extra£i whereof Photius has prejerved. We 
have Four Books of his Differtations on Epifte- 
tus; as alfo a Paraplus, or Lufiration of the 
Coafs of the Euxine and Red Seas, infcrtbed to 
the Emperor Hadrian, if that Infcription be ge-^ 
nuine ; (for Salmafius imagines theje to ^aoe 
been the Works of another^ of the fame ISfame^ 
who ftourtjhed from the T^me of Nero to Vcfpa- 
fian^ He wrote the Life of Dio the Syracufian ; 
an Account ^Timoleon'j A£is in Sicily; a Book 
of Taificks ; and a Treati/e on Hinting^ as a Sup^ 
flement to Xenophon'j^ tVbrk upon the fame Sub^ 
je£f. His Indian Htfory we have entire^ not-^ 
\vithfanding the AJJertion of the learned Stu- 
chius to the contrary ; and Tzetxes, in Chil. iii. 
Hift. xcv. takes notice of his Htflory ^Alexan- 
der. But Ttme has deprived us of all the Ten 
Books which he wrote of the Tranfa0ions after 
Alexander'j- Death ^ except a fhort Abfira5i pre-- 
Jerved by Photius. Allow me here to add the 
. €hara0er which Mr. Boileau has given us of our 
Author^ in his Life of Epiftetus, tranjlated by 
Dean Stanhope, p. xxii, xxiii. Of all the Scho- 
lars 



PREFACE. 

lars of Ej[>iffetusy iays he, jirrian is the only 
oae^ whofe Name has been tranfmitted with 
Reputation to Fofterity ; but he is fuch a one, 
as iufficiently demonftrates the Excellency of 
his Matter^ tho' we ihould fuppofe that He 
alone had been of his forming : For this is the 
very Perfon who was, afterwards, advanced to 
be Preceptor to jintonlne^ furnamed the Piousy 
and diflinguifli'd by the Title of Xenophony 
becaiiie, like that Fhiloibpher, he committed 
to Writing the Didates deliver'd by his Mafter, 
in his Life-time, and publilh'd them in One 
Volume, under the Name of Epi^fetus his Dif- 
couries or DiiTertations, which, at prefent, we 
have in Four Books. After this, he compofed 
a little Treatife call'd hi# Enchiridion^ which is 
a fhort Compendium of all Epi^etufs Philofo* 
phical Principles, and hath ever been acknow- 
ledged for one of the moft valuable, and beau- 
tiful Pieces of antient Morality. He likewife 
wrote a large Book of the Life and Death of 
EpiSietusy which is now unfortunately loft* 
jind to pew horn much he was of Opinion^ our 
Author had obliged Mankind^ he ajfiires usy p. vi. 
that Epi£ietus left nothing of his own Compo- 
fition behind him, and if Arrian had not tranl^ 
mitted to Fofterity the Maxims taken from his 
Mafler^s Mouth, we have fome Reafbn to doubt, 
whether the very Name of EpiStetus had not 
been loft to the World. 

T'his Hijiory of Alexander'j Expedition was 
tranjlated into Italian hy Leo of Modena, and 
printed at Venice, Anno 15^4. Claudius Vi- 

tart 
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tart he flowed a French Verjhn upon i/, which 
was pubiyhed at l^zm^ Anno ijSi* and A}Aaxk^ 
court another^ which has been reprinted three 
77mesy at^ is accounted the he ft of his Perfor-- 
mances. It'j has had Four Latin 7ranJlations j 
the jirji ^ Nicolaus Saguntinus; thtfecondhy 
Petrus Paulus Vergcrius j the third fy Bartho- 
lom3BUs Facius ; and the fourth by Bonaventure 
Vulcanius. Mr. Fabricius imagines the twofirfl 
never appeared in Publich^ hecaufe he could not 
fnd them in any Library y nor even Jo much as 
mentioned in a Catalogue of Books. Facius'j 
Tran/lation is generally condemifd^ for his nume^ 
rous Omiffions^ Interpolations^ Mijlahes^ and wil^ 
ful Deviations from his Original^ bejides which j 
he is often guilty of fiightly skimming over what^ 
ever he did not fully underjiand. That of Vul- 
canius is the moji ejieenidy andy for that Reafony 
annexed to all the bejl Editions of our Author. 
Mrw many Editions Arrian has had. I never 
had Curio jity enough to inquire ; all I could pro-- 
cure J I made ufe of particularly thofe of Henry 
Stephens, Blancard, and Gronovius; and have 
fiot only taken what was fit for my purpofe^ from 
the Annotations annexed to each^ but alfo from 
thoje of the befi Editions of Curtius. / am as 
far from pretending that all thefe Obfervations 
are my own^ as that they would be ever a whit 
the better if they were Jo ; I achunvkdge my ObJi-- 
gations to all my Ajfifiants^ and whoever has a 
mind to dijiingnifb mine from theirs^ may ea/ily 
fatisfy himfelf by confulting the feveral Editions 
of Curtius, and Arrian, already mentioned. As 

to 
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to the Remarks ufon Prodigies^ PrediBions^ 
Omensy jiuguriesj Anjwers cf Oracles^ &c. they 
are my cnjon. Whether Mr. Van Dale has tahn 
notice of thofe particular Stories j in his Hifiory 
of Oraclesy I know not:^ however ^ I had not that 
Treatife by me 'j andj indeedy I found no manner 
of Difficulty in giving a flainy and natural SgIu'* 
tion of each cf theniy as fafl as they came in my 
fVdy. 

tVhat Additionsy Alterationsy and Amend-' 
ments I have made to Alexander^ Genealogy^ 
the Catalogue (f Authors ufon this Hifiory^ the 
Account of the Divi/ion of the En^re after 
Alexander'j Death ; and RaderusV Tahlesy will 
be eafily perceived by fuch of my Readers as are 
shill'd in the Latin LanguagCy if they compare 
miney with thofe in Snakenburgh'j Edition of 
Curtius. The Chronological Tabky which I have 
added at the End of the Second Volumey contains 
an Abftralf of all the mojl memorable FaSts men^ 
tioned in the Hifiory y in their due Order of Time^ 
drawn chiefly from Arrian. Such of the Names 
of the Athenian Archons as he had pajfed byy I 
have fuppTted from Meurfius'j Treatije De Ar- 
chontibus Atnenienfium ; the Roman Conjuls 
from Diodorus, and the lafl Editioft of Fetavius'i' 
Rationarium Traiporam : and for the Agree^ 
went between the Greek Calenaer and oursy I 
coffulted Scaliger, Petayius, Potter, and efpe^ 
daily the learned Uiher, who has handled that 
Matter more fulfy and clearly than all others. 

ff^hoever mention this Hifiory y be flow high 
Encomiums on its Author's rera^y beyond any 

other 
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ether upon the,Subje3 \ but as a long Detail of 
them -would be tedious^ Ijhall refer nif R^adtrs^ 
for full SatisfaSiion^ to Fabriciui'j Bibliothec 
Grsec. Tom. liL 7'he Cmjideratim of his Ve-^ 
racity done^ induced me to undertake this Verjiony 
and to mahe the foUmmng Remarks, whereby J 
have been enahUd to contradi£i mam f range Sto- 
ries, which have hitherto ptpd for Truths, and 
to brifg fotm Truths to Light, which had lain 
iong buried in Obftvion. I have taken upon me 
{as all Commentators do) to judge cf the Proba- 
bility of Fa^s, as related by the Jeveral Authors 
J have quoted, andJhaU now leave my fVork to 
the Jmgment of the wide fyhrld, without fxr* 
tber Afohgy. 
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CRITICISM 

UPON 

QUINTUS CURTIUS. 

CHAP. 1. 

t^f tbe Remarks neceffhry to he made upon an 
Author^ in order to form a true yudgment of 
him^ and of Quintus Curtius'j Sty/e, and 
Manner of tkrltingi 

IH £ Wdrki of all Autbort, nia; be examin'if^ 
and ought tn be fcrutinizd by tbe Rules oE* 
Att, aim thoft Laws of right Realon, which 
all Men ackAo^cIedge as uich, without any 
Refpefl to the Countries they belong to, or 
_ _ the Age thcy live in. Whoever have ob- 

ferved thefe, throughout thWr Works, will receive an uni- 
ietfal Approbation : But they are but few. However, all- 
tithers, as &r as they have obftrved them, *e may praife, 
without Envy ; and whtre they have tranlgrefs'd them, we 
bay reprove Without Vanity, Whoerore, we ihiW now 
iwoceed to bring Curritii'a Work to theTelt, and, uhi 
prorefles hindfeiran Hiflorian, examine it by the Laws of ~ 
Hiflory, and by the Rules of found Reafon, to which hc^ 
ir frell us we, oueht always to be con&imable. 

fcb] X. Thre« 



ii A C R If I C I S M 

a Three Things ought diligently to be confidered, in 
order tb obtain a thorough Knowledge of Authors. Firft, 
What Matter they chufe, for the Compofition. Secondly, 
The Difpofition of the Matter fo chofen. And, Thirdly, 
Their Style or Elocution. In the firft, and fecond of thele 
Heads, the Learning and Judgment of an Author appears ; 
in the third, his 'Wit, and Praftice in Writinc. Nothing 
clfe can be fought for, in a Writer : and if we be once per- 
feft Matters of thefe, we may juftly affirm, that the Learn- 
ing the Judgment, and Wit of any Author lie open to us 5 
if dtherwife, we determine raftily, and inconnderatcly 5 
and are wholly at a Lofs, both as to their Style, and Rea- 
fonins. But to come to a prefent Knowledge of thefe Par- 
ticulars, 'tis not fufficicnt to give^n Author's Works one 
or two tranfient Readings, while, perhaps, we are taken up 
with other Concerns, or even with a Defiffn to be informed 
on what Sabjcfifc he treats^, er to imitate whateyei is grace- 
ful in his Style, or the Difpofition of his Matter $ but we 
ought, after having once or twice carefully perufed a Work, 
to examine it throughly, and treafure up whatever is fitly 
and properly exprefs'd, and what otherwife, in our Me- 
mory, or commit them to Writing. And if we defire to be 
accurate in our Obfervations, we muft trace our own Foot- 
fleps over again, and alter, or erafe whatever may have 
been haftily, or inadvertently put down ^or add any thing 
material, which may then occur to our Memory. If we 
proceed by any other Method, how attentively foever we 
may read an Author's Works over, we fliall never be able to 
form a right Judgment concerning him. As to the Hi- 
flory of ^intus .Curtius, I had read him more than once, 
before I made thefe Remarks, concerning his Work 5 which 
1 fhall give an Account of, in thpir Order, I was, at firft, 
fo amazed with the Greatnefs of the Afts, he every where 
defcribes, and cajoled with the Elegancy of his Stvle, that 
I faw nothing but the Magnanimity, Glory, and Succefs 
of Alexander, nor hardly liften'd to any thing but the 
lofty Expieflions of an Author well Ikill'd in Rhetonck. 

a. But when I came, afterwards, to read Curtius, not 
with a Defign of knowing thefe Things, wherewith I was 
acquainted before, but of examining every Part of his Work 
by the fivere Laws of Hiftory* and the unerring Rule of 
Truth and Juftice, I foon made thefe Remarks, which are 
the Subjea of this Effay 5 and wherein, I prefume, I have 
£0 fully flicwn his Beauties, as well as Bleroifties, that 
^ every 
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every one, who takes and examines his Work, will cafily 
and readily acknowledge the Juftice I have done him, 

4. But, that I may proceed to delineate thofe Things 
as in Miniature, I take CurtiuSf whoever he was, ( for I 
profefs myfelf ignorant of that) to have applied himftlf 
clofely, and with great Diligence,* to the Stuay of Rheto* 
rick 5 and it is not imjprobable, that he might be a Profcflbr 
of it, as an Art, and teach it to others. He feems alfb to 
have been of Opinion, that none of all the Latin Hiftorians 
had handled the glorious Afts of Mexander the Macedih 
nian^ as the Dignity of the Matter required ; for which 
Reafbn, he attempted the Talk and made choice of this 
Subjeft, not fb much with a Defign of tranfmitting a juft 
and accurate Hiftory of Alexander^ Exploits, down to Po- 
fterity, ( tho* he had that alfo in View ) as of giving the 
World a Specimen of his Oratory : for which Reafon, he 
has not gone about to delcribe the A£ls of the great Con- 
queror m AJiay in the Manner which a curious Ubferver of 
au Particulars, ihould have done 5 but rather, as he ima- 
gined they ought to be defcribed by a Rhetorician. Oa 
this account, he has, every where, taken occafion to inter- 
lard his Hiftory with Speeches, and thofe, not in fuch a 
Style, as fuitea the Macedonian Soldiers, who were, moft 
of them, unletter'd, and better fkill'd in Arms, than Arts 5 
but in the Style and Manner of a lazy Rhetorician, who 
had fpent all his Days in a School, and lived the Life of a 
Reclufe. The Narrative Parts of his Work, pleafe us not 
fb much by their own native Simplicity, or the Accuracy 
of the Defcription, as by the Beauty, and Brightnefs of hi3 
Words, and a certain Heat of Style, which runs throughout 
the whole, and which never cools, nor is ever Icfs polifhed, 
or any where fuffered to languifh. But whenever the leaft 
Opportunity of Defcription pfiFers itfelf, you there behold 
the Man, greedily laying open all his Art, even where other 
Hiflorians are filent, or, at leaft, fatisfy themfelves, where 
the Subje^ is fb copious, with a bare and natural Relation 
of the Things, without any far-fetch'd Garniture, to fet it 
oflF. As for Example : How many florid Defcriptions of 
Rivers has he given us, as tho' he had deiign'd to fend his 
Work among the thirfty Inhabitants of the inner Parts of 
Lybia^ who never faw one 5 and by the virtue of his De- 
fcriptions, to give them forae Remedy againft the broiling 
Heats of their Climate- But inafmuch as the Things to be 
defcribed, are not always, of themfelves, fb great, as to ftrike 
the Reader with Surprize, and Aftonifhmenti^ he there 

[b 2] fwells 
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(Vetls Ws Style with Hyperboles, which Boys, indeed, may 
admire, but Men of ripe, and eftablifli'd Judgment mutt 
needs laugh at. In a Word, he every where fhews himfelf 
a fhoft elegant Dedaitner, and one perfeftly well qualified 
to fupply Words, and Sentences, and Flowers of Rhetorick 
to aaom School-boys Orations, and embellifh their Style 
ih Writing : And that, perhaps, was his only Defign, in 
this Treatifc. 

5. But throughout his whole Work, the Hiftorian icarcc 
any where appears, whofe particular Province is to examine 
every thing relating to his Subjeft, and leleS only fuch as 
are fit for his Purpole 5 never to defcend to Trifles, nor 
throw away his Wit, in the Defcriptions of Things which 
every body elfe knows, as well as he 5 to form a true Judg- 
ment between Things credible, and incredible, and either 
wholly to omit the latter, or, in few Words, expofe them, 
but to be clear, and juft in defcribing the former 5 who not 
only brands thofe flagrant and confjpicuous Vices of Drunk- 
ennefs, Cruelty, and Arrogance, but alfb tinmafks thofe 
more fecret ones, which fcreen themfelves under the Names 
of Virtues, and exjpofes them to publick Ccnfiire. Such 
tvas the unfatiable Ambition which fb harrafi'd Alexander^ 
and his ungovernable Thirft of waging War. One wh6 
carefully treafures up all Circumftances of Things, Meti, and 
Places, of whatfcever kind, and makes ufe thereof in his 
lively Defcriptions of Aftions, that thereby the Header may 
come to a more perfeft Knowledge of what he defigns to 
communicate. One who relates all Thines according to the 
due Order of Time, when they happened, that his Reader 
may clearly diflinguifh the Year, and Seafbn of each parti- 
cular Affion. One who accomrtiodates his Style to his Sub- 
jeft, and not his Subjefl to his Style: And, laftly, one 
who looks upon Truth as a Goddefs, whofe Priefl he is, 
and offers his Oblajtions to her, in a Ample, and unaf&ded 
Manner, according as the ^Deity requires, and his facred 
Office direfts. 

6. That thefe, and fuch like, are the Defefls of ^fintui 
Curtius's Hiftory, is manifefl $ but 'tis better to defcend 
.to the feveral Particulars themfelves, than by dwelling too 
long on general Heads, to flir up thofe, who may be flill 
his Admirers, againfl us. We fhall therefore fhew, firft. 
Where he is deficient in the Choice of his Matter. Second- 
ly, Where he errs, in the Diftofition of his Matter, fb 
chofen. And, laflly, defcribe the Blemifhes in his Style, 
and Manner of Elocution. In all which Particulars, wt 

Ihall 
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ihall have that Regard to our Reader, as well m% ourfelves» 
that we will neither pafi over any thing of Importance, nor 
heap up a mighty Mafs, of whatever might be faid on die 
Subjeft. 

7. And here, we think it neccflary, in few Words» to 
declare, ( if any Declaration in that Cafe, will be thought 
fuflRcient ) that no premeditated Malice, nor Envy engaged 
us in this Undertaking. I folemnly aver, that whatever I 
here write, is not written and publifhed with any Defign 
to detrad from the real Excellencies, and undoubted Worth 
of Curtius^ or to deter our Youth from reading him, and 
fuch like Authors. His Eloquence I have, every where, 
commended, and the wife Sayings which are inter^ersM in 
bis Works, I have all along approved 5 and for the fake o£ 
theffe, he deferves, if poffible, to be more read by Youth, 
and to be had in greater Efteem by Men of ripe Under- 
flandins;s. And this is my Opinion, as to all antient Au* 
thors ot that Stamp, whatever tney be. If any defpife, or 
difHain them, as not eloquent or ingenious enough to de« 
i^rve his Imitation, as to Elocution, or Invention, I fhall 
never agree with him. I have always read fuch Authors 
with Pleafure, and am flill, even at thefe Years, delighted 
^ith them ^ and this I declare to be the real, and un&igned 
Sentiments of my Heart. 

" 8. However, I would not advifi our Youth, or thofe whom 
riper Years have not raifed much above them, in Under- 
{landing, to imbibe the Faults of the Antients, along with 
their Beauties, and fet up for Admirers, qf what are fb far 
jfrom meriting Applaufe, that they will hardly admit oi 
any Excufe. Sucli, are many PafTages in Curtius^ contrary 
to all the Laws of true, and undoubted Hiflory, and Rea« 
fon. He may, indeed, be pardoned, in regard to' his other 
Excellencies 3 but will never be commended for fuch 
Pefefls. 

9. Neither are thofe People of a difftrent Opinion from 
ine, however they may feem to be fb, who condemn thofe 
Things in modem Performances, which they will not allow 
as Faulty in antient Authors. This Fraflice of theirs, is in 
*itfelf unjuft, and which no Mafk will fb cover, as to fcreen 
fhem from the Ohfervatiop of wife Judges. Nay, what is 
ilill more, they vilify, and detraft from the Modems, be- 
caufe they know they ma^ hurt them, while they will not 
iuflfer the Antients to be juftly cenfured, when fuch Cenfure 
}S, fb f^r from hurting them, that it is of the highefl Impor* 
tawe W their Readers, to hinder them frona inutati^gwh^t 

\h 3] thej 
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they ought fludioufly to avoid. It were better, in my mind^ 
not to read the Antients at all, than to read them as thofe 
People would perfuade us, I mean, without forming a 
Judgment of them 5 for by £0 doing, we fhall only be 
greater Fools than before. 6ut they are to be read, aud 
that with Care, if I judge right, that fb we may imitate 
their Excellencies 5 and avoid their Defefts, at the &me time 
that we excufe them. After this Manner, CurtiuSy and 
others of that fort, as I have already hinted, may be read 
with Profit and Pleafure, and no Mifchief can accrue from 
our reading them. Thefe Things, I thought fit to premife, 
to prevent Calumny 5 which, if I cannot appeafe, 1 fliall, 
at leaft, endure with Patience ; For to avoia JEnvy, is now, 
(as it always was, and will be) too difficult a Talk, for 
one, who employs his Time in the Study of Literature. 
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Qpintus Curtius committed many Ml/lakes in his 
Hijiory^ by reafon of bis Igmrance in Jijiro^ 
fiomy and Geography^ 

IS H ALL here begin with thofe PafTages, which defirve 
juftly to be cenfured, and condemned in Curtius*s Hi- 
ftory ; and^ tho' I am far from being of the Opinion of 
tho^, who are for having an Hiflorian throughly versed in 
all thie Sciences, which he may have occafion, at any time, 
to difcourfe about, yet it were to be wi/h*d, that he had 
iearn'd, at leafl:, the Rudiments of fbme of the Liberal 
Sciences ; which would have hinderM him from betraving 
fuch grofs Ignorance, and taught him how to fhun fallins 
into manifett Abfiirdities, when he was obliged to touch 
ppon them. Or, if he mufl write about what he under- 
ftood not, he might have made ufe of the Affiflance of 
thoffc who had. There are two Arts, which gre near of 
Kin, and one of them is abfblutely neceflary to an Hiflo* 
irian, and the other, very often, ufeful 5 neither of which; 
Curtius was, in the leaft meafure, acquainted with : thofe 
ire, Aftronomy, and Geography $ of^ both wbi^h, he every 

wbw'lhf W5 bimfeJf entirely ignorant. 
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2. I Ihall demonftrate what I have here aflerted, by Esc- 
ampleSy and firfl fhew, that he who could believe, that thQ 
* Moon was eclipfed, not only When the Earth overfhadow'd 
her, but alio when the Sun 'prefiy her 5 fb Curtius (peaks, 
concerning an f Eclipfe of the Moon, which .happen'd at 
the Time when Alexander was upon his March to fight 
the iecond Battle with Darim* " They ( feys he, namely, 
•* the Egyptians) who well know, that the Planets per- 
*^ form their appointed Courfes, and that the Moon is 
" eclipfed, either when /he is overfhadow'd by the Earth, or 
** prels*d by the Sun 5 do not, however, declare the Rea- 
•« ions of thefe PhaBnomena to the Vulgar." Thefe Things 
Curtius himfelf was ignorant of, however he might have 
taken it amifs, to have been rank'd among the unlettered 
Multitude. Mattbdms Raderu's would have the Change of 
the Moon, to be underftood by this Preflion of the Sun$ 
that is, when the Moon is neareft the Sun, and turns her 
whole bright Face that Way. But none, befides himfelf, 
ever call*d that an Eclipfe of the Moon 5 neither, as I fup- 
pofe, her neareft Approach to the Sun, a Prcffion of the 
fiun. This is fb far from being the Language of one vers'd 
•in Afh-onomy, that it plainly proves him ignorant, even of 
the Terms of Art. The Change of the Moon none wonders 
at, as happening monthly 5 but Eclipfes, as being lefs fre- 
quent, flrifce the Vulgar with AfloniJhment. 

9. From this his Ignorance in Aflronomy, he has given 
us Defcriptions of Countries ialfe, and erroneous, becaufe 
he knew not under what Climate they lay, or how far di- 
flant from the jfiquator. Thus he defcribes the Territories 
of the TampimtfafiS. " They are feated chiefly beneadi 
««* the moft rigid Northern Clime, being join*d to the Sa^ 
** Strians Wefterly, and the Indian Ocean wafhing their 
«« South Borders.'* And a little after, « The Vines, and 
«* Trees, if any can fland fuch Severity of Weather, arc bu- 
«* ried, and lie, all Winter, wholly cover'd with Snow ; 
•* but when that diflblves, and the Earth begins to appear, 
«* they again enjoy the fienefit of the Sun, and open Air. 
^* But fo deep are the Snows, which lie there, and fb rigid 
« are the Frofls, and of fuch long Continuance, that fcaice 
** fb much as any Marks of a Footftep of Man or Beafl is 
*' to be found. A dufky Shadow of^the Sky, or a kind of 
«* Twilight, rather than Light itfelf^ dwells among them^ 
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^ itifomuch thajt th/ey ican fcaiipe difcem Things v«ry neav 
»< them." I fhall torhear tranfcribing any more of thi^ 
Stufi; which is beypnd all Sufferance. "Who would not 
imagine, that Curtius had 1)een, all this while, defcribing 
ittmhy or fome Tradl of Land within the Arftick Circle, 
pr adjacent to the Pole ? But Alexander npver reach'd t]ic 
Korthem Bordisrs of Scythia^ and but juft touched upoq 
die mofl Southern Parrs ; Biefides, the 4^arapamifans join^ 
ing upon SaSiria^ are under a very mild, and happy Cli-- 
tnate, as being placed between the Thirty-foi|rtb, and For- 
tieth Degree of North Latitude, equal to the mofl Southerly 
Parts of Greece, where the Heat is much more to be fear'd, 
than the Winter Cold, which is neither fevere, nor of long 
Continuance. Thofe Countries, now, go under the Name 
pf Mamaralnahram ^ their Capital City is Smarcanda\ 
they produce great Plenty of all Neccflaries for Life, as they 
.who have travell'd them, abundapdy teflify. Bi^t if you 
had rather place the Tarapamifans further to the Eafl, they 
will be the Inhabitants to the North of Cdbul^ and CaJJe- 
miray which are mountainous Countries, cov^'d with con- 
tinual Snows, and confequently, cold. But then, tho(e 
Mountains themfelves are uninhabited ; and in the VaUeys, 
where the«Inhabitants are, the Snows fell not in fuch Quanr 
tities, nor lie {o long, as we may eafily perceive in our own 
Country, near Gefteva^ where Mountains lie to the Eaftr 
ward) caird the Curjed Hilfs^ cover'd with perpetual Snow $ 
but then, no Inhabitant^ dwell upon them, nor no Vin^ 
grow there, but only in the Valleys, fieiides, it is evident, 
VM3X Curtius did not defcribe thp rigid Cold in thofe Parts, 
as occafion'd ib much by the Winters, or Snows, as by their 
Vicinity to the Pole, ii^much that they had only Twilight, 
inflead of Day. This, to lay no worft of it, is a direft 
Blunder $ for' the Winter Nights are not loilger th^re, tkan 
in Maly.. Which ought to be well obferved 5 for we dp not 
fo much find &ult with his de&ribing the Cold in the& 
Places, as with his representing it fo bitter, and ffiver^, and 
arifing from the Length of their Nights, as if they had 
been placed within the ArSick Circle. But of this we 
have aifcourfed more at large, ini French^ in pur SibliotheGa 
SekSla, Tame III. /. 221. gfc If you have ftill a Defire 
ito un4erfland the Situation of thofe Countries, ippre accu- 
rately^ Mulfeda^^ Arahick Defcriptipn of them, publifh'd 
i>y John Gr^iuSj will give you full Sati$&6^on. 

4. But Vhat goes beyond his erroneous Defcriptlons of 
Place$, is, that ^e fame Author, who, vsdee the moi); 
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f^gn Clhne, could find a Frigid Zone» and Gmmerian 
Parjbiefs, has found a Torrid Zone in Countri^ muich fur-^ 
ther North 5 ^1^ thus he defcHbes Alexander'^ Marcli 
ithro' the Defarts of Sqgdia^ a Jittl? after : * '* The Rays 
f * of the Summer's Sun, heat the Sands, which, as fpon aa 
*5 they begin to be fcqrch'd, bum every thing as with a <;on- 
^* tinual Fire. Then the Vapours ftnt forth by the immo» 
5' derate Heat of the £art)|, obfcure it$ infonauch that tho 
f * Surface thereof appears like a vafl, and unbounded Ocean. 

*• Their March by Night was, indeed, tolerable . but 

** the Heats commence with the Light, and fuck up all the 
«* Moifture of the £arth, 5«fc.** He co^ld have given no 
other Defcription of a Jourh^ thro' the So^thern Bounds 
of Verfia^ or to the Temple ^Jupiter H^mtHon. Jlman'% 
Account of Alexanders B^pturn, thro' the Gadropan Pefa^ts^ 
in his Sixth Book, is not unlike this ^ but then, theie People 
inhabit the moft Southern Parts ot the Verfian Empire, 
awards the Indian Ocean. Perhaps Curtius might miliake 
the Sogdiant for the Gadrofians^ or copy from fome Authof 
^ho did, without being able to dminguifh the (pace of 
TioQC which pafi'd between th^l^ two Expeditions. 

f. From hi? IgnpiJance in Aftronomy, proceeded thofe 
firange Stories qf Wonders, which he introduces Alexander^% 
Soldiers giving an Account of, at the River Hyphafist 
f ** Thou now prepared to pafs into another Wqrld, an4 
f* ieekeft an India unknown to the Indians themfelvea, 
" where wild Beafls have their Habitations, and Serpents 
5! their Holes, and Lurking-places. Thou ^en defireft to 
f' extend thy .Conquefls further than the Sun does Its 
** Courfe." T[Tii5 Hypcjrhole had fcarce been tolerable, if 
they had only fkid, " Thou endeavoured to conquer what- 
*' ever the Sun encompafles : '^ But here, the Macedonians 
^re afraid to be led into Lands, which the Sun never iaw $ 
^ if they had obferved lels Sun, or a difierent one to arift 
in India^ from that in Macedonia. One but indifierently 
ikill*d in the Principles of Aftronomy, would n^ver have 
jntrodHce4 any perlbns fpcaking fb abflirdly. But left you 
/hould fuppofe, this only happened to flip fr^m his Pen, as 
)?y Chancei and he was not pleaied with it, he repeats the 
fame again, afterwards. For the \\ Macedonians again com- 
plaiij, V That they are ^ra\jrn bpyond th? Stars, and SuQ» 
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and forced to vifit thofe Parts, which Nature -defigned to 
fereen from mortal Eyes." That nothing remains for them, 
after the Conqueft of fb many Countries, " except Fogs, 
•* and Darknefi, and a perpetual Night, brooding upon the 
•• Deep 5 a Sea ftock'd with vaft Numbers of cruel, and 
*• unheard-of Monfters $ the Waters whereof were immovc- 
** able, and where Nature herfelf languifhed, and died.** 
Thefe Complaints might have had feme colour of Reafbn, 
had they been made by the Macedonians^ when they march'd 
dircftly North from tne Cafpian Sea, for fome Months, in 
the Winter Seafbn 5 for then they had feen the Nights in- 
creased beyond their ufual Length, and the Cold intenfely 
fharp. But when they travelled towards the South, and 
law the Sun every Day higher above their Heads than other, 
and the Heats increase proportiohably, there could be no 
iuij)icion of eternal Night, an immoveable Ocean, or dying 
Nature among them : but a Man who is perpetually in the 
declaiming Vein, could not omit fb fine an Opportunity of 
difblaying his Talent. 

Compare thefe, with the firfl Suafbry, which M> Ann. 
Seneca has collefted from the Declaimers, and they will be 
found near of Kin 5 and perhaps thefe were copied from 
them. There, while Alexander fltands deliberating, whe- 
ther he fhall attempt to fail ufon the Ocean or no, Avitus 
difHiades him in thefe Words : ** The Sea there flands im- 
moveable; and N.4ture, as if at her lafl Gafp, a lifelefs 
Mafs. Strange, and terrible are the Beafts there bred, 
and vafl: are the Monflers which the Ocean produces, 
•* and that Mafs of Waters nouri/hes. The Light is there 
•* obfcured by Mifls, and the Day fhut up with Dartnefs : 
** The Sea itfelf is fluggilh, andf unaftive; and there are 
** either no Stars, or \iwiat Stars are there, are unknown," 
Ofcus adds, " *Tis now Time for Alexander to end his 
•* Expedition, where the Bounds of the Earth appear, and 
•* the Sun ends his Race, ^c. We know not what it is, 
•* Which Nature has withdrawn from human Eyes, becaufe 
•* an eternal Darknefs conceals it. Then the Mufe, or 
Chorus, proceeds, " The monflrous Size of the Beafts, and 
** the immoveable Waters of the Deep declare, O Alexander^ 
•* that there is nothing left for thee to conquer further 5 
•* therefore return." AH thefe are manifeft Errors, to any 
one but meanly versM in Aflronomy : however, undoobt^ 
cdly, they appear'd beautiful Paflages to Curtius^ or he 
-would never have imitated them. 

4. If 
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6. If any fhould objed:, that Aftronomy was not fuffi- 
cicntly known, in the Age when Curtius lived 5 and if we 
go back as high as jSexander's Time, the Knowledge 
Miereof was much ItTs 5 and that therefore Curtius^ and 
Alexander^ Soldiers might, without Difgrace, make uie of 
fuch Speeches ; I aniwer, that Afironomy was little knowi^ 
or flodied bv Rhetoricians 3 but ^tdemy^s Writings, which 
are not mucn later than Curtius^ evidently demonftrate, that 
fuch childifh Expref&ons might have been avoided 5 neither 
was ^Ptolemy the Inventer of that Science, but only the 
Poli/her, and Improver. And as for Alexander's Soldiers, 
they could not have been guilty of fuch Fooleries, among 
whom were Chalid^ans^ and Mgyftians^ expert in Aftro- 
nomy, befides many of the Inhabitants bordering upon 
thofe very Parts, where theft Monfters fhould have been 
produced. Arrian-, indeed, introduces Canus difluading 
Alexander from attempting any further Progrefi, towards 
the End of his Fifth Bpok 5 but he ufes none of thoft DiC- 
courfts of Wonders, which could only be hatched in th^ 
Brain of idle, and unikill'd Rhetoricians. 

7- 7o[eph Scaliger^ in his Book ®tf Emendatiime 7i/»- 
ferum^ lib. xl. /. 118. the laft Edition, produces theft 
Words of CurfiuSy lib. viii. cap. 9. towards the Clofe of 
the Chapter, concerning the Indian Months : •* Their 
•* Months, fays he, are divided into Fifteen Days each, «nd 
«* by that means the full Space of their Tears is meafured. 
•* They note their Time by the Courfe of the Moon, not 
•* as moft Nations, when that Planet fhews a fiill Face, but 
*« when fhe begins to appear horned 5 for which Reafon^ 
** they have fhorter Months, who divide them according to 
*« this Appearance of the Moon, than the other. Upon 
this, Scaltger obferves, " They muft certainly have fhorter 
•* Months than other Nations, if theirs confift of no m^e 
'* than Fifteen Days. But how come they to commence 
•* their Account from the Moon in her Increaft, and Dei- 
•• creaft, and not as well from the Full, and Change ? and 
** if from the Full, how can that Part of his Difcourfe b6 
*• confiftent, where he fays. When the Planet fhews a full 
Face ? When can this be, but at full Moon ? Again, if 
only Fifteen Days be allowed to each Month, how will 
♦* he always keep cxaftiy to the Number, fb as not to de- 
*' part from his Lunar Months, at the alternate Full and 
** Change ?^-^ And if he always reckons from the Moon*e 
•* appearing homed, how will the exaft Number of Fifteen 
!! Pays be prefervcd} a^ that Aothori ocherW^ very elo- 
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** ^enty haa endeavoured to (hew, but they will confift of 
•* Thirty, and One and thirty Dajrs.'* Ma^thaus Raderus 
endeavours to explain Curtius^ as if he defign'd to demon- 
flrate, that one Month begun, and wa« underftood to com* 
mence a little after the Change to the Full Moon, and the 
next, from the Time when Jhe begun to decreafe, to the 
next Change. This, indeed, oucht to be his Meaning ^ but 
it is ftrangely exprefs'd, when he tells us, that the Moon 
begins to (hew herfelf homed, on the Sixteenth Day ^ when 
'{is evidenty (he does not appear fb, till about (even Days 
after Full Moon. But before Raderus^ Thomas Lydiat had 
try'd to (blve the Matter o^herways. However, Scaliger^ in 
his ^rdegcwena to his Camnes Tfi^qgic^^ /. ir. has plainly 
/hew*d, that Zpdiat neither underftood Curtius^ nor Curtius 
{he Author which he copied from. The arltient l^erfians 
^counted Fifteen Days to each of their Monthsy^and Twenty-^ 
lour of the(^ Months to the $olar Year, befb^ the Intro- 
iduftion 0f Mohammedifin^ as John Cbardin evidently de- 
inonftrates, in his Jtinerarium 'Terjieum^ Tome Af;^. 14^ 
^arto. 

8. But now to proceed to Geography, which, as it re- 
lates to the De(cription and Situation of Countries, was 
CDuch later than Aftronomy $ Curtius has committed va{(, 
and unpardonable Errors nerein. None can deny, but that 
this is almoft as neceflary to an Hiflorian, as the other, 
becau(e, without a true Knowledge thereof, the Marches of 
Armif s mufl, neceflarily, be wrong de(cribed, and a Reader 
who is unacquainted with the Situation of Countries, will 
be deceived. Curtius has failed exceedingly in this Point ^ 
and unlefs his Readers confiilt (bme more able Geographef 
than he, they will infeUibly be led aftray. ^olybius^ before 
lie presumed to put a Hand to the writing his Hiftory, was 
:willing to view the chief Places, whereof he intended to 
treat, left he (hould &11 into Miflakes, as the antient Hifto** 
f ians had done, when the Situation of Places was lefs known« 
f< * Why, (ays h^ have we endured (b many Hazards, and 
•• (b much Toil, as a Journey thro* j^frica^ Sptun^ and 
** France^ and a Voyage thro* the Seas which wa(h their 
** Shores requires, but upon this Motive, that we might 
^* thereby correA die Errors of the Antients, who under- 
f* took to de(cribe tho(e Parts, and difplay the Knowledge 
f* of them to the Greeks of our Couna7 ? ** And paving 
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f^re difcourfed concerning HaninbaP^ Paflage* over the 
Jlfs^ * " We^ write of thcfe Things, fays he, with th6 
** greater Confidence, as having learned tnem firom Men 
'* who lived in thofe Times ; and we travelled to the Alfs^ 
•• on purpofe to view thofe Places, and to knbw the Trutk 
•* of what we fhould relate." And Diadorus Sicuius^ to- 
ti^ards the Beginning of his Hiftory, ** Thro" many Dart- 
'• gers, and with much Toil, we have travelled over a grea:t 
** rart oi Afiay and Europe^ that we might fee the chiefeflf, 
** and mofl neceflary Places : for fundry grofs Errors proceed 
•* from the Want of Knowledge of Countries, not only 
^* among the meaner Writers, but even among fbme, whp 
•* have acquired a great Share of Glory, and Efteem.'* 
Theft Things, 'tis plain, cannot well be wanting in any 
Hiftorian ; but Curtius appears never fo much as to have 
read one Geooraphical Treatife, of thoft Countries which 
JllexandtT fubdued: tho', undoubtedly, many were thea 
extant, written at that Time, befides thofe we flill have, 
which are older than Curtius. However, he feems to have 
fludied nothing lefs, than to deftribe the Countries he had 
occafion to treat of, with Accuracy, a$ will evidently appear, 
by examining him. 

p. Claudius Sdlmajins^ in his Exercifts upon ^liny% 
Chap. 40. p. 582. Utrecht Edition, has, long ago, obferved, 
that Curtius trifled in the firft Chapter of his Third Book, 
and confounded the two Rivers lycus^ and Marjyasi 
whereas Marfyas runs by Apamea^ and Lycus walhes X^c* 
dicea. However, a few Miftakes in the Defcriptions of 
fmaller Rivers, might be forgiven 5 but his other Errors, 
which ftrike at the very Roots of all Geography, can never 
be pardoned. Hear Lucian^ diftourfing concerning the 
writing of true Hiftory : ** In the Survey of Places, fays he, 
•• to felfify not only Miles, but whole Days Marches, is a 
•* Property of fbme of our noted Hiftorians." Curtius^s 
Defcription of the Situation of the celebrated Oracle of 
Jupiter Hamntony which was fo well known, ihews that 
both the Climate, and the Countries adjacent, were utterly 
unknown to him : f *' There, fays he, is a wonderful MilcU 
•* nefs of the Skies, and all Seafons of the Year finile with 
•* the like Face, as if there were a perpetual Spring.** Who, 
unlcfs he is abfblutely unacquainted with the very Elements 
of Geography, but tnuft know, that this is not the Teni- 
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perature of the inner Parts of Lybia^ about the Twenty- 
eighth Degree of North ^atitude ? But this is deem'd a 
Miracle, and attributed to the Prefence of the God, by fbme 
Writers, whom Curtius has childifhly followed, who chufe 
not to fill their Hiftories with tne trueft Accounts of 
Things, but the ftrangeft, * I^iodorus Siculus has alio 

fiven us the like Defcription, perhaps from the fame Hands 5 
ut t Arriany a Man ot much better Judgment than either 
of them, has wholly omitted fuch Trifles. 

10. Curtius defcribes the Situation of the bordering Na- 
tions thus J " To the Eaftward, lie the Ethiopians $ to the 
** Southward, the Arabians^ or Tr(ghdyte^ whofe G)untry 
*' extends to the Kei Sea 5 to the Weft ward, dwell thole 
JEthiopians who are called ScenitdS 5 to the Northward, 
are the Nafamones^ whofe Coaft is full of Quick-fands, 
and whofe Inhabitants live by the Spoils of the Ocean 3 
for they watch the Shores, ana feize upon fuch Ships as 
happen to be left dry at low Water, upon the Shallows, 
which they are well acquainted with." Let any one 
look into the Tables of Ptolemy of Alexandriay who was 
much better ikiird in thofe Parts than he, and he will fbon 
perceive, that the N/Vwr<f, and Oafit^ dwelt towards the 
Eaft, then thofe of Higher JEgypt-, and laftly, the Ara- 
hiatiSy who were named IroglodytdSy whom Curtius errone- 
oufly places towards the South, and makes them poflefs 
a Tract much more extenfive, than they really did. To- 
wards the South, were firft the ZybianSy then the more 
tttnote JEthiopians. Towards the Weft, the Nafamones 5 
and whether their Country reach'd to the Quick-fands or no, 
I know not. Towards the North, were the Lybians^ who 
bordel-ed upon Mgypt^ and held the whole Maritime Coun- 
try between Alexandria and Cyrene. 2)iodorus defcribes 
the Situations of thefe Parts fbmewhat different 5 however, 
lie approaches much nearer to this, than to Curtius's Geo- 
graphy : « The JEthiopians, fays he, have their Habita- 
" tion towards the South, and Weft 5 the Lybians^ a wan- 
dering Race, towards the North 5 but the Nafamones 
take up the whole Traft, along the Sea-coaft." Thii 
lafl Part is lefs accurate than the former 5 for the North- 
Borders and the Sea-coaft are the fame 5 and the Nafamones 
ought rather to have been placed towards the Weft $ befides, 
iDiodorus has whollyomitted telling us, who inhabited to 
the Eaftward of the Temple of Jupiter Hammon. 
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IT. Curtius describes Alexander's March from Ajjyrit^ 
towards Salmon^ and the Courfe of the Tygris and £«- 
fhrateSy never a whit better. After he has told us, that ^r- 
%€la was taken, he fays, Alexander march'd with his Army 
firaight to Sabylon^ and begins the Defcription of that 
March thus : * " On their Left Hand, as they travell'd alon& 
" was Arabia^ famous for its Fertility in Spices, and j2 
" their Road was thro* a champaign Country.** It i ; paft 
Difpute, that Curtius here means, that Part of Arabia 
which was next to Euphrates^ which he unfortunately mifl 
takes for the Spice-bearing Region, or that Part which is 
jifually called Arabia the Hapfy^ when, in reality, 'tis Ara^ - 
Ha ^eferta. Then he olaces Arabia^ falfely, upon their 
Left Hand, as they marched from AJfyria towards Sabylm^ 
Arabia ^eferta is indeed on the Right Hand 5 but Arabia 
Falix is a vaft Way diflant to the South. Befides, when 
Alexander had routed Darius at Arbela; he muft pafs the 
j^griSy and march Weftward, ifj as Curtius fays, he went 
from thence flraight to Babylon. He rather pafs'd thro* Af- 
fyria to the TygriSy and thence thro* Mefopotamia to Saby-- 
Im. So that all this while, as they march*d Southward, Ara-^ 
bia was far diftant on their Right Hand. However, I am not 
infenfible, that in the Time oiXenophony theBorder of yl/<?/o- 
fotamia^ as far as the Euphrates^ was alfb called Arabia^ and 
defcribed as a Spicy Region, as is manifeft from Book L 
Chap. 5. \.,o{Cyrus\ Expedition. But the fame Author fays, 
that the River Euphrates was on their Right Hand, as they 
inarch*d thro' the Country Southward. I know fbme have a 
mind to read Aturia here, inftead of Arabia 5 but Aturia^ or 
Affyria^ was rather on their Right Hand than their Left, as 
they travell'd from Arbela to Babylon 5 and befides, the 
mention of the Spices growing there, evidently fhews, he 
defigned it for Arabia, 

12. Of the Tygris, and Euphrates^ a little after, he thus 
fpeaks : " Theft Rivers arife out of the Mountains ofAr- 
** menia^ and after a vaft Separation of their Waters, per- 
** form their Courfe. - ■ The fame Rivers, when they 
** enter the Countries of Media^ and the Gordianij begin 
«* to contrail their Streams, a?c." This may be faid of the 
Gordianiy but not of Media^ which Euphrates does not 
touch, nor even TV^W, which runs much more EaftwarcJ. 
^ygriSy indeed, wallies the Weflei-n Parts of AJfyria 5 but 
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it is fbme Days Journey diflant from the Confines of MeSid: 
t fciiow iDkidorus &CuluSj in his Second Book, fpeaking of 
thefe Rivers, fays, that * ** After they have run through 
^^.'MediOy and ^Fafdnacen^^ they fell into Mefopotamia.*^ 
JBut he is no lefs in an £rror thgh CurtiuSy and may eafUy^ 
be confiited, by the Authority of all Geograuhers, both an^ 
tient and tbodem* Ptolemy calls the l^orthern Trad; of 
Verfiay Var^facefj^y and that the Tjpii reachfcs thofc Parts^ 
none t^9%r yet imagined. 

13. As Cuttius has aiade the Courft of theffe two nobl6 
llivert much long&r d^ah^ in reality, it is 5 fb he fbmetinMi 
makes the Tra3s of Land, whereof he tr^ts, tnuch larger 
ihan they ought to be ^ (or when h& Colnes to' fpeak of 
Sa£lria y f •" The Country, fays he, over which they pre- 
^ fided, made them haughty 5 it gives Place to none, either 
•* for Arms, Men, or the Extent of its Territories 5 for it 
** takes up the third Part of ^fia."^ This is fuch a thun- 
dering Stretch, as never entered into the Head of any Geo^ 
grapher, and which none, but our Romancing Hiftorian;' 
could have dream'd o£ 

14. But Curtius is abundantly the (urtbefl miflakto, id; 
confounding the Euxine Sea with the Cafpiany and Mount 
Caucajus with Tarafamifus ^ which Error has made flrangi' 
Work among all the adjacent Regions. I know he was led 
into this Miftake by fome of the Greek Writers ^ but unlefi 
be had been utterly ignorant in Geography, he could neve^ 
iiave fuflered himfeli to have been fo impofed upon. Era- 
tofibenes the Cyrenean^ one of thofe who wrote the Hiftor^ 
otj/exandefs Aftions, has, long ago, correfted this Error,> 
with whom (which is wondertuQ j^rriatiy an Author 
otherways of extraordinary Tudmient, feems alinofi afraid 
to comply, notwithftanding the Thing is fo evident. JBrtf- 
fqftbenes has infoVm'd us, toat the Macedonians^ in order td 
fet Alexander upon a Level with Sac^huSy and HerculeSi 
fpread felfe Reports, that he had carried on his Vi6lories t6' 
tne fame Places, where they formerly carried theirs : || " They 
** (tht Macedonians) transferr'd Mount Caucajus^ faysh^ 
** trom Vontus to the mofl Eaflerly Parts of the Earth, and 
•* the Country of 'Parafamijus to India^ in their Speeches, 
«* and called \Parapam^us by the Name of CducajuSy for 
«* no other Reafon, but to enhance the Glory o£ jllexandef^ 

, ^ 

* ^^i' 99- -l^dit. BhoJ. f CiwW«/, W. v. CApp to. }. || jipud Af^ 
fiamtm, iib,y, cap, ^. 

^wto 
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^ who )iad now pafled beyond it." Straho has made the 
fame Obfervation^ in his Geographyi lih.yd.f. 348. Cafaub. 
Edit. Genev. 

15. This Error has occafioned many others, which owe 
their Rife as to this Fountain, and are to be found every 
where fcattered about, in Ctirtius. We fhall produce fome 
Examples, &om whence our Readers may form a Judgment 
of the reft. Darius^ in fbme of his Epiflles to Alexander^ 
fhifiPd with the Air of a Rhetorician, very unbecoming the 
Gravity of a Monarch, is introduced faying^ that " Alex- 
^ ander mufl pafs over the Eufbrates^ Tigris^ and Araxes /* 
as if the Araxes were further Eaflward than the Tigris 5 
when it is a River of Armenia ^ flowing from the Weft, into 
the Cajpian Sea, to the South of Mount Caucajiis. Or if 
by the Araxis there, any ^erfian River be meant, it muft 
be too mean, and inconnderable, to be join'd with TigriSy 
and iMphrates, A little after, the fame Darius^ degrading 
himfelf from the Dignity of a ^erjian Monarch, to a De- 
claimer, ignoratit oxAjta^ afks Alexander^ * *' How he 
•* propofb to reach the Sogdians^ and ArachopanSy Nations 
^^ only known by Name, and others, as far as CaucafuSy and 
** Tdnais ? " when he himfelf was not at a much lefs Di- 
ftance ^om^aucafuSy and Tanais^ than Alexander^ but 
becaufe Tan^is was known to be beyond Caucajus^ towards 
the North, therefore that Mountain was removed into Sa- 
Gria^ in fpite of Nature, in order to derive Tanais from 
thence. Again, the f CercetaPy Mofyniy and ChalybeSy Na- 
tions to the Eaflward of the EUxine Sea^ and the South- 
ward of Mount CaucaJuSj are faid to be on the Left Hand 
of Hyrcania^ and on the other Hand, the LeticofyrianSy or 
Cappadodans ; and hence their Opinions may pais for pro- 
bable, who imagine, that || " the ^alus Mmtis empties 
** itfelf into the. Cajpian Sea.*' Nay, he has been fo daring, 
as to take whole Countries, and Rivers fituatejn Zeffer Afia, 
to the Southward of the Euxine Sea^ and tranfplant them 
into Higher Afia^ to the Southward of the Cajpian Sea. 
<' $ The AmaZfOmanSy fays he, border upon Hyrcania^ and 
<* inhabit the Plains of Themifcyray nigh the River Tiber- 
** modoon*^ Which City, and which River, every one 
knows, are in Ca^adocia : and then, as tho' this Country, 
and Colchos had been the fame, he adds, ^ They had to 



* Curt, Ji^.vi. eafii^,^. f ihid, UbM. caf,^, 17. || Ibid, 18. 
5 M. caf. f. 14. 
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" their Queen, TbakfiriSj who held the Sovereignty of all 
" the Regions between Mount Caucafus and the River 
** Shafts. Here he obftrves the true Situation of Cauca- 
fih. Another Error of his, is, when he aflerts, that the 
Country of the * j^rachofianSy borders upon the ^ontick^ or 
Euxine Sea. 

i6. Not long after, when he has finifhed his Account 
^f the Varafamifins^ whom he defcribcs,much in the man- 
^^t as we, at this Day, do the Laplanders -j he fays, | " The 
** Army proceeded to Caiicafus^ whofe high Back divides 
** jifiay with one continued tlidge, fb that from one Part 
*• thereof, the Qlician Sea, from another the Caffian^ the 
•* River Araxh^ and the Defarts of Soythia may be di^ 
** fcemed.'* Here, he manifeflly confounds Qauca[us with 
^auYUSy as the leafl Infpefiion into a Geographical Chart 
will eafily convince any one ^ but to make fbme amends, 
he places Araxh rignt here, whereas a little before, he 
fpoke of it as tho* it had been beyond ^tigns. However, 
afterwards he diflinguifhes Caucajus from Tdums ; " 2^z/- 
** ruSy fays he, the fecond Mountain for Bignefs, and next 
" to CaucafiiSy rifes in Capfadocia^ and pafEng thro' Cilicia^ 
*• joins with the Mountains of Armenia!^ Not long after 
this, he falls into an unconfcionable Miftake, by making 
the Caspian and Hyrcanian^ two different Seas ; || " The 
•* greateft Part of the Rivers of AJiay difcharge their Wa- 
•* ters, fbme into the Red Sea^ fbme into the Caffian^ and 
•* others into the Hyrcaniany and Vontick Seas,** And, by 
and by, he tells us, that the $ Winds blow off from the ^m^ 
tick Sea into the Province of SaSfria^ (as if that Province 
were near itj and fweep away the Sands out of the Plains 
there. 

17. VJhen Alexander h^d 'p^fs'd the 'R.i\^r OxuSy which 
is well known to fall into the Cafpian Sea^ to the Eaftward, 
Curtius tells us, he pafs'd on to the Tanais 5 as if there had 
been no River of Note between them. And here wc can 
make no doubt, but he meant the Tanais^ already fpoken 
of 5 for he adds, " that ^enidaSy one of Alexander"^ Friends, 
" was difpatch'd by him, to thofe Scythians who inhabit 
•* EurofCy to warn them not to pafs over the River Tanais, 
*• without the King's Leave." ** From this whole Story, 
it is manifeft, Curtius thought that the River Tanais^ whieli 

* Curt. lib,vn. cap,'^. 4. f Ibid. 19. || Ibidr II. § ibid, 
9ap.^. 27. ** IbU. likviu caf.f, 6, 7, &8, 
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divided the Sa£lrians from the ScythianSy alfo divided 
^^ from T^rofe j by which means, that vaft Space be- 
tween the Valm Mmotis^ and the River Jaxyttus^ which 
fails into the Cajpian Sea Eaftward, is quite thrown afide. 
A greater Miftake than this, can hardly be made ; and we 
Ihall not throw away our oivn, nor our Reader's Time, 
to leek for more of this fort. Perhaps fome may en- 
deavour to cxcufe CurtiuSy by iaying, that he was mif. 
led into this, and the like Errors, from the Greek Author^, 
which he copied after. This, indeed, may fbmewhat pal- 
liate his Crime, but can never excufe it 5 for it is not the 
l^art of an Hiftorian, to fwallow whatever others have 
ivrit, without Examination. Arriafij towards the Conclu- 
fion of his Third Book, after he has given us an i^ccount 
of this jTanaiSj aflures us, that there is another River of 
the fame Name, different from that which fails into the 
Valus Maeotis. From whatever has been obferved upon 
this Article, it is evident, that Curtius had no Notion of 
the Situation of thofe Countries, which occasioned him to 
fall into perpetual Errors concerning them, and to be al* 
Ways guilty of mixing Things falfe, with what were true, 
Some have, indeed, been tampering with this Author, and 
trying, by their Emendations, or rather, wilful Deprava- 
tions, to reconcile him to Geographical Truth, ( as if any 
could doubt of his Unftilfulnefs in that Particular) and 
to amend many Paflages, in fjpite of all the antient Manu- 
f^ripts. Sure, if this be allowable, we fhall henceforth 
(by the Cri ticks Affiflance ) read for antient Authors, not 
what the Antients wrote, but what they ought to have* 
ti^rote, that is, what the modem Criticks are pleafed to 
make them write. , 
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Quintus Curtius made a had Choice of the Authors 
he coped from^ and gives us rabies for true 
Hljiory. 

^ ARRIAN^ fomewhcrc inhisHiflory, complains, that 
"^ Alexander's Companions neither delivered the mofl 
faithful Accounts of what they knew for certain, nor the 
moft probable Relations of Things whereof they were 
doubttul ^ and this he confirms, by an Example from 7/o^ 
lemy^ and Arifiobulus : And there is fcarce any, who has 
given himfclt the leaft Trouble to look into Hiftory, who 
has not met with many Inflances of this fort 

a. There are two kinds of Men, who colled Hifiories 
from antient Monuments and Records, or, as Herodian 
fays, in the Begiiming of his Work, attempt to rpnew the 
Meoiory of old*done Deeds : One Part endeavour, as far as 
lies \n their Power, to fearch out Truth, and fpare no Pains 
to c611e£l the beft Materials, and give the mofl probable 
Narrations, when Certainty cannot be attained : Otners, are 
not very folicitous for Truth, and therefore do not give 
themfelves much Trouble in feeking after it, but chufe 
rather to write Things wonderful, and furprizing, becaufe 
they are capable of receiving more Embellifhment, and 
fupply Matter for more lofty and exalted Language. Thofe, 
as the fame Hiflorian excellently exprefles it,, " whilfi they 
** too greedily affeft the Fame of being thought Learned^ 
** and ftrive to fave their Names froni Oblivion, are lefs 
** fludious in the Search after fblid Truth, than a fmooth, 
*' and well-penn'd Difcourfe ^ imagining, undoubtedly, that 
•* if what they wrote was not Truth, 3iey could hardly be 
** contradifled, or brought in Queftion, in Ages remote 
*^ from theirs 5 and that, however, they fhoulcTnot fail to 
<^ be read, and admired, for the Sweetnefs, and Elegancy 
*« of their Sty le/' 

3. Amonc the Number of theft latter, Curtius may be 
juftly ranked ; his Work betrays itftlf, tho* I fhould be 
fllent 3 however, I ihall produce a few Examples, and 

leave 
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leave Ae reft to be fought out by all fuch of my Reader^ 
as fliall think fit to give themielves the Trouble. In many 
Battles, where the Maeedamans were Conquerors, he brings 
in die Numbers of the Slain, on the Enemies Side, plainW 
incredible 5 efpecially if they be compared with the fewnew 
of the MacedofdanSy who are iaid to have fallen in the fame 
Battle. In the Battle at * IffuSy there fell of the Terfians^ 
according to his Account, an f Hundred thoufand Foot, 
and Ten thoufand Horfe. A Number truly incredible in 
itfelf 5 for tho* the ^erfians were no ways comparable to the 
MacedonianSy either in Valour, or Military Skill, yet they 
were not mere Sheep. But it will be ftill the more incre- 
diblCy if, as Curtius fays, " only Five hundred and four 
** were wounded on ^exanderh Part, and that there were no 
** more than Thirty and two Foot flain, and about an Hun- 
** drcd and fifty Horfe." To make this probable, we muft 
either fuppofe the Perfians to have fought with wooden 
Swords, and to have had neither Iron nor Steel fix'd to the 
Points of their Darts, or that the Macedonians were covered 
with Shields of Fulcan^s hammering) upon which, all the 
Weapons framed by mortal Hands, were immediately broke. 
Then the Macedonian Swords, and Arrows, according to 
this Way of reckoning, ought not only to be of the choicefl 
Steel, but never to be moved or thrown in vain. Nay, Cur^ 
tins him&lf tells us, that not only Oxathres^ the brother 
rf iDariuSy but others of the Verfian Nobility, made a 
brave Refiflance, round the King^s Perfbn, and fbueht 
defpcrately 5 and that on the Right Wing, the ^erflan 
Horfb had the better. There were, moreover, no more 
than Thirty thoufand Greeks in that Battle, which were 
not nigh equal to the Numbers of the Enemy which fled. 
Who, after all this, can forbear thinking, that the Vegans 
feught only in jeft with the Greeks^ at leaf! for fome Time, 
when the Macedonians could come fb well off, as not to 
lofe above Two hundred Men ? I own, other Hiflorians 
do not difier much from him 5 they do not make the Num- 
ber flain on the (Perfian Side much fewer, nor the Macedo^ 
mans many more ^ but an accurate Hiflorian would declare, 
that he did not eafily give Credit to fuch Relations 5 and if 
he could find no Numbers which were a little more within 
the Compafs of Credibility, would freely own, that, accord- 
ing to the beft of his Judgment, the Authors h^ was forced 
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to borrow hs8 Accounts from, Iiad exceeded the Miafliies 
4)f Truth. ^ Arrian tells iw, that One hundred thoufand 
Verfians were flain in that Battle, among whom were Ten 
thoufand liorfe ; but he omits telling us the Number of 
Macedmuans which fell, undoubtedly, beoauie he wa$ 
^fhamed of the Folly of thoie, who went before him. 
and reckoned them no more than Two or Thre^ hundrea 
Men. 

4. In another Battl^, wherein Alexander utterly defeated 
fDarius^ and his Forces, and in which the Verjiatts are faid 
to have fought defperately, ** There fell, Giys CurtisfSy of 
^' the Verjians, according as the Conquerors were able tp 
>' compute their Numbers, Forty thoufand 5 and of th^ 
" Macedoniam^ almoft Th«c hundred." The Difparity of 
thofe Numbers, is really incredible, tho' they are tar more 
likely, than the other, f But Arrian here forgets himfelf 
ftrangely, and, without any regard to his Judgment, tells 

f\%y that Three hundred thoufand Verfians are faid to have 
alien that Day ^ and of the Macidonians, about an Hun- 
dred. But he mav be pardoned this Faul^ for he rarely 
o£fends thus ; neitner from one fingle Slip, can any Judgment 
be form'd of the remaining Part of his Hiftory. 

5. But Curtius has not only fiich Stories in his Accounts 
of Battles between the ^erfians and Macedonians^ but alfq 
in thofe between the Macedonians and LaceddsnumianSy as 
appears from the Beginning of his Sixth Book y and thp' 
Part of the Deicription of that Battle be lofl, yet it is ma- 
nifeft, froo) what remains, that the Laced^nnonians fought 
ftoutly, and cauied the Viflory to hang long in Sjifpence, 
^nd few of them died unrevenged. Yea, what is more, 
Curtius^ in order to paint thp Juiced^pfnoman Valour in its 
true Colours, difplays his whole Stock of Rhetorick in 
Praife of them. Yet after a Battle fb refblutely fought, 
•* there fell, fays he, of the Lacedifmonians^ Five thoufand 
«* three hundred and fixty 5 but of the Macedonians^ a little 
f' above Three hundred.-*. None can endure this, who 
knows with what Courage, and Obflipacy, the Laceddmo^ 
aians are ufed to fight 5 that is, who has the leaf^ Acquaint 
tance with the Greek Hiflory, Surely 2)iodorus Siculus^ 
when he gives an Account of the Number of the Laceddff 
fftonianSj and their Confederates, flain there, agrees pretty 
near with thofe, from whom Curtius has copied, and only 
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abates Sixty of the Number 5 but fays, there fell of the 
* MaceJonianSy or j^ntipater's Men, Three thoufand and 
five hundred. I iliould have fuppo&d, I had done a piece 
of Service, in correfting this Pailage in CurtiuSy but he 
Jhews hinaiHf fo perpetual a ^ Hunter of Paradoxes, that all 
Mankind can never be able to amend him, as he requires. 

6. Have you a defire to know, by what Authority Qir-^ 
tins aflumed this Privilege ? Hear Cicero^ beautifully de- 
icribing the Wit, and Cuftom of thofe Rhetoricians, who 
had the Ambition to commence Hiftorians : f ^' It is al« 
** ways taken for granted, (ays he, that Rhetoricians will 
" Introduce Lyes into Hiftorj', on purpofe to make a Story 
*' found the better : || And as thou contrived Falfhoods 
" about the Peath of Coriolanus 5 Clitarchus, and Strarocles 
" have done the very fame, concerning Themiftocles. Thu^ 
*^ cidiJeSy an /Athenian of high Rank, and great Credit, 
** who lived foon after him, only wrote, that he died, and 
♦* was privately interred in Athens^ and that there was fbme 
** Sufpicion, that he was poifbned : To which they add^ 
'^ that when he had oflerea a Bull in Sacrifice, he took a 
<* Goblet of the Blood, and having drunk it, fell down 
^* dead. Thus they make him die in a Rhetorical, and 
** Tragic Manner 5 for your common and ordinary Deaths 
** afford uo Matter of Embellifliment for their Writings." 

7. For the fame Reafbn, Curtius has greedily fhatch'd 
at all the Fables which he found in antient Writers, (which 
a judicious Hiftorian, and a Regarder of Truth, would 
either have omitted, or dcteSed of Falfhood) and employed 
all his Rhetorick, to make them pais for Truth. Such is 
the Fable erf" ^hdeflriSy Queen of the Amazons^ who is 
faid to have come to Alexander^ on purpofe to have a Child 
by him. This Curtius tells fcrioufly : $ " The Amazo- 
<* niAniy fays he, border upon Hyrcania^ and inhabit the 
»* Plains of T^hemifcyra^ near the River Thermodoon $ 
** they had to their Queen, TkalefiriSj who held the Sove- 
♦* reignty of all the Country between Mount CaucafiiSj and 
«* the River Thafis*' We have already fhew'd the vaft 
Error in the Geography here, which is much more abfurd, 
b^aufe Alexander's March, as defcribed by CurfiuSy led 
him direftly thro' the Country, and, of Confequence, fhews 
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US, that all their Boafts about a Nation of j4maz(ms^ is na 
tnore than an empty Fable 5 for if VhafiSt and Caucajus^ 
had been to the Eaft of Hyrcania^ and the Country be- 
tween, fubjefl: to l*halefiriSy Alexander^ in his Way to the 
SaBrianSy and SogdianSy muft neceffarily have pafe'd thro* 
her Territories, and, of Q)n{equence, would have required 
Aids from her, to affift him in making War upon the 
neighbouring Countries, which we nq where find ne did : 
Howbeit, after Curtius has told this fingle Story, he drops 
her, and her AmAzons^ and never once mentions them 
more. 

8. However, he proceeds thus 5 " She, defirous of feeing 
" the King, took a Journey out of her own Territories, 
" ( to Hyrcaniay for Alexander was there then ) and when 
** /he was now, not far diftant from hini, flie ftnt to ac- 
^^ quaint him, that a Queen was coming, who was defirous 
** to fee, and know him : Whereupon, Leave beins given, 
" fhe left all her Train there, and only approach a his 
" Prelence with Three hundred Female Attendants, 5?<^.** 
The reft I fhall not take the Trouble of tranfcribing 5 
thofe who have a mind, may read it in CHrtins : I ftiall 
alfo forbear declaring it a Fable 5 for whoever cannot fmell 
that out, wants a Nofe, and is not worthy to have good 
Senfe thrown away upon him. The Origin of this Fable 
has been already fnewn by my Father, as you may fee at 
large, in ^keftionum Academicarum^ lib. iii 

9. Thoife Stories which he has told, in fiich bluftcring 
Terms, concerning the Dread, and Surprize of the Mmcedo* 
nianSy * when they firft beheld the ebbing and flowing of 
the Tide, in the Ocean, are alfb fabulous 5 for the Greeks 
knew as much before, as is manifeft from Herodotus^ and 
many other Writers, who flourished long before ^lexan" 
defs Time. Befides, the Macedonians might have fufpended 
their Fears a little, and alk'd Advice of the <PerfianSy who 
were in Alexander's Armyy and had dwelt near the Sea- 
fliore. Add to this, that the Tide upon the Indian Coaft 
is but fmall, and, of Conftquence, incapable of raifing luch 
Horror, I could eafily be induced to believe, that the regu- 
lar ebbing and flowing of the Tide, might caufe the Mo^ 
cedonians to wonder 5 but that it was fuch a Terror to them 
a$ Curtius would perfuade us, I can by no means allow« 
However, had he told the plain Truth of the Story, all that 
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Rhetorical Daubing had been quite ui^Ieft, and a fine Opv 
portunity of fhewing his Wit, by defcrlbing a vain, and 
iH-timed Fear, utterly loft. None alfb can with Patience 
endure to read the Story of his Fi/h, left by the Sea, and 
walking upon the dry Land : ^^ The Monfters, {ays he, 
*^ being thrown afhore by the Waves, walked about dread* 
« fiiUy/' 

lo. Nor is there a Grain of Truth in that Story, at the 
Conclufion of his Work, concerning the Corpft otAleran- 
iw 5 *^ The King's Body had now lain in the Roy^l Pa- 
** villion feven Days.~ And there is no hotter Clime, 
" than that of Mefipotamia^ infbmuch that feveral Crea- 
" tures, which lie upon the Ground, expofed to it, are 
** killed thereby : So exceffive is the Heat of the Sun, and 
^.* Air, that all Things are, in a manner, fcorch'd witji 
** Fire.——— His Friends were then fludious how to pre- 
•^ ferve the deai Body 5 but when they enter'd the Place 
•* where it lay, they found it firm, and found, apd no 
** Marks of Corruption, nor & much as a Bluenefs to be 
«* difcern'd about it : The Livelinefs alfo which is caufed 
^* by the animal Spirits, was ftiU to be feen in his Coun- 
^< tenance." Thefe were Ly^, hatch'd by Alexandef^ Syco- 
phants, even after his Death, or the Fifliions of Declaimersj 
that as every Part of his Life was wonderful, fo his Death 
misht be embelliJfh'd in a TragicaJ, and Rhetorical Manner. 
TTiis is evident, from comparing Curtim with the other 
Hiflorians, which Freinjbemius furnifhes us with 5 and the 
Silence of Arriany who is fo accurate in fuch Matters, is 
no fmall Teftimony againfl him. 

II. But this, fome may fay, Curtius had from others, 
whom Vlutarcb commenas. , 1 neither commend, nor con- 
demn hiip, for copying from others ; but he ought to have 
given that neceflary Caution, which * Atrian has takq^ 
care to furnifli us with, on another Qccafionj ** Thele 
^ ** Things, fays he, are rather added, that my Readers 
^* might perceive, I was not ignorant of fuch Reports, tlwn 
•* that I give any Credit to them, or think th?m worth the 
" Rehearf^l." I muft confefi, Curtius has, once, given us 
a Hint of this kind, to figni^, he did not believe all he 
wrote 5 but this ought to have been often repeated, as Ar- 
fian has prudently dope, and particularly in thofe Places 
which we have brought againft him, he might eafily have 
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Udded, as he bas done, once, elfewhere'^ ♦ cc j ^^py xaw 
'* than I give Credit to 5 and am neither willing to induce 
^ others to believe, what I am doubtful in myielf, nor to 
** make them doubt, what I have received tor Truth." 
If this had been every where done, we fhould havepraifed 
his Diligence, withoiil: £0 much as inquiring into his Vera«> 
^^* or Judgment, 

^Mp^ ^i^b^ ^^P^ ^^^P^ ^^B^^ ^^Ps^ '^p^ ^iBi4 ^^V^ ^iBi^ ^iHm ^^Bb^ ^^0^ ^^Q^ ^^P'^ ^^'t^ 
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Some T'hlngs are very iff defcrthed hy Quintus 
Curtius, and others tpldy whicjr arc manifejily 
falfe. 

T N his Delcription of the Hook*d Chariots, which the 
"■• Terfians ufed, he has thcfe Words 5 ** At the End of 
^ the Pole, long Spears were fix'd, pointing forwards 5 and 
** on each Side from the Body of the Chariot, three Swords 
** were placed** This is not difficult to be undcrftood ; 
but what follows, would be extreamly difficult, if not alto- 
gether unintelligible, linlefi we depart from the Propriety 
of the Words, and understand not fb much what Curtim 
faid, as what he would have faid ; *^ And among th^ 
'* Spokes of the Wheels, more Spears fiand forth, direfted 
•* right forwards 5 fome Scythes were fix'd aloft, to the 
^* higheft Part of the Circumference of the Wheels, and 
•* others below, towards the Earth, to cut in pieces who- 
^* ever lay proftrate, or fell in their Way." 

2. Among the Snokes of the Wheels, properly fpeak- 
ing, nothing could ftand forth, which would not flop the 
Motionof the Chariot. Befides, what means he by rit^ht 
forward ? Can Spears fland forth, and not point right for- 
ward ? Then what are the higheft Parts of the Circum- 
ference of the Wheels ? Are they not the Ring, or Rounds 
ing ? If fb, in the Ring, or Rounding, there is neither 
higher nor lower Part, while the Wheel is in Motion, be. 
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faufe every Part thereof is higheft, and lowed, by Turns* 
Curtius underflood it thus, as appears by what follows $ 
" And others fix'd below, towards the Earth." How 
could Scythes be fix'd at the lowed Extremity of the Ring 
of the Chariot, which fhould not hinder its Motion? 
P John Scheffer judged rightly, that this Defcription was 
very much ihtangled, and imperfeft 5 and (b it was dcemM 
by Godefc Stevechius^ and Mattham Raderus^ infbmuch 
that neither of theoi durft venture to take a Draught 
(rom it. 

3. But wbere^evcr Curtim had this Deftription of a 
Hook*d Chariot, he feem'd not to have underflood his 
Author, from whence he took it. He ought not to have 
faid, that the Scythes flood forth from among the Spokes, 
but from the Nave of the Wheel 5 then, that two Scythes 
&>od forth from the End of the Axle-tree,, one right for- 
ward, about the Length of the Axle-tree itfelf, the other 
tranfverfe, and pointed toward the Ground. The Scythes, 
^nd Spears, thus flanding forth from the Wheels, or Axle- 
tree, and that bent downwards from the Axle-tree, were 
not only defigned to cut and tear in pieces all who flood in 
their Way, but alfo to deftroy all thoft, who happened 
jcither to be thrown down by the Hqrfe, or the Tumult, 
imd Hurry of the People, and lay not far diflant. 

4.. That this, or (bmething like it, was the Form of the 
Hook*d Chariots, I am fully aflhred, having the Evidence 
of two antient Authors on my Side, the one a Latin^ the 
other a Greeh livy defcribes them thus ; f *' The 
*' Hook'd Chariots—— were, moft commonly, arm'd after 
" this manner 5 The two Scythes, which they had from 
" the Beam, were fhaped like Horns, and full ten Cubit$ 
^* in Length, wherewith they tore, and rent in pieces what- 
** ever they met ; and at the End of the Axle-tree, two 
♦* others flood forth, one right forward, the other pointed 
** downward, to cut afunder, and make Havock of what- 
" ever lay near them ** For thefe four Scythes, Curtins 
has three Swords, which are not capable of doing half the 
Execution. The reft he defcribes thus 5 " Alfo at the 
^^ Naves of the Wheels, two others were fix'd, in the fame 
♦* manner as the former." Curtius aimed at fomething like 
thi^, in thefe Words 5 ^ And other Scythes in the higheft 
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♦' Part of the Circumference, £?(?." But his Defcriptloii ii 
abfurd, and would be unintelligible, if Uvy did not help 
us to his Meaning* 7)iodorus Siculus^ difcourfing of Hook^a 
Ghariots, gives us this Defcription of them 5 * " From each 
" of them, fays he, at the End pf the Pole were fix'd Spears 
*^ of three Spans in Length, looking direfUy againft the 
« Enemies Ranks.*' This anfwers to the former Part of 
Curtius^s Defcription, and what follows to the latter $ 
♦* At id in the Nave of the Axle-tree, (that is, beneath the 
<* Chariot, where the Axle-tree holds it up) two other 
«' Darts ftood out, pointed in like manner, againfl the Ene- 
^^ mies Ranks, but broader and longer than the former. 
** Scythes were alfb fix'd upon thcfe Extremities, (that is, 
" the Ends of the Axle-trees.) '* I fancy, from thefe, or 
fome fuch like Delcriptions, ill underflood, Curtius has 
taken his abfurd, and imperfeft one 5 for which ffee ^ohn 
Scheffer^ who has taken fome Pains to reconcile Curtius to 
common Senfe, by fubftituting Naves, for the outermofl 
Ring, or Circumference. But to me, it is no Wonder, that 
a Man uied all his Life-time to declaiming, fhould err in 
fiich a Defcription 5 and I would not have Scheffer^ or any 
one elfe, pretend to make him fkill'd in Military Terms, 
in fpite ot all the Manufcript Copies of his Work. Lucian 
mocks a certain Corinthian Hiftorian, by telling him, " He 
♦^ had never fo much as feen a Battle painted on a Wall, 
" nor knew what Arms, nor military Engines were." For 
which Reafon, he would have a Man, at leail, to have 
feen all thefe Things, before he attempts to comnaence 
Hiftorian. 

5. However, confidering him as a Rhetorician, we may 
well forgive his erroneous Defcriptions of Hook'd Chariots, 
which he had never feen 5 but he is hardly excufiible, when 
he ftumbles, and hefitates, in Things which were obvious, 
and plain, and contradifts himfelf. Thus he defcribcs the 
Field of Battle, where Alexander overcame 2)ariu5y the 
fecond Time 5 f " The Country, fays he, was a fmooth, 
** and wide Plain, fit for the drawing up an Army upon : 
•* nor fb much as a Branch, or Stump of a Tree, was to be 
" leen ; but the Eye had a full, ana unbounded Profpeft 
" on all Hands, even as far as it could reachj' After he 
had faid thus much, who could ever have dream'd, that he 
would have added 5 " Therefore, where there were any 
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^ Hillocks, he order'd them to be levell'd, and the whole 
•* Sur&ce to be made plain " * This is a plain Contra* 
di^on to ;what he had iaid jufl before ^ and that they 
might have hung together, inflead of faving, ** the Coun* 
*^ try was a finooth, and wide Plain^" he ought to have 
iaid, the Country was, almoft every where, a fmooth, and 
wide Plain 5 and then he might have fubioin'd, *^ Where 
** there were any Hillocks, &c.** Nay, U) fond is he of 
thefe Hillocks, and fb unwilling to part with them, not- 
withftanding what he has faid before, that he fwells one 
of them into a high Hill, and fbme others into Mountains: 
** t Upon the high Hill, MazauSy with a choice Troop of 
" Horfe, pofied themfelves, but foon retired from thence, 
*« and returned to Darius. However, the Macedonians 
«« &ized that very Hill, which Mazdnis had juft left, be- 
•* caufe it was a iafer Poft for them than the level Field ; 
** be£des, from thence they could eafily have had a full 
** View of all the Enemies Troops, which lay extended 
** on the Plain.-— But the Mift, which was among the 
•* Mountains, hindered the Profpeft of the Ranks, and 
** Orders of their Army.*' Thefe are Contradiftions 5 for 
Hills, and Mountains, no doubt, bound the Sight ; yet 
Arrian^ in his Defcription of this Field of Battle, has fomc- 
thing not much diflerent from this. 

6. When jilexander had advanced, with his Army, as 
far as the River HypJoafis^ \\ he begins to doubt, ^* whether 
^* the Macedonians^ having traver^d fuch a vafl Part of the 
*' Earth, are not become old in the Service." If this be 
underftood of JUexandefs Wars, it is abfurd ; he reigned 
but few Tears, and made War with Darius yet fewer. 
Curtius himfelf was not wholly ignorant of this 5 for a little 
after, he brings in Alexander fjpeakin^ thus 5 $ *^ Have I 
** conquered both Regions, in the Tenth Year of my Reign, 
** and the Twenty-ninth of my Age, and mufl I now ceafe 
^^ the Purfuit of Glory, to which alone I had devoted my^ 
** felf ?" But fome may fay. They had been in ^hilip\ 
Wars before, which are therefore to be joined with thofe 
of Alexander. However, this is a needlefs Surmife, be- 
caufe dbe Stipends they had fought for under ^hilif^ ought 
Aot to be imputed to his Son Alexafzder. 
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7. ]3ut not to flifle any thing which may be laid id 
Curnus*s Behalf, the Word Senex^ which he there ufes, fome- 
times fignifies a Man who is not very much advanced in Years, 
as may oe gathered from Xivy, where hd introdoces Hanni^ 
tali that veteran Commander, {peaking thus; * " As to 
•* myfelf, my Age perfuades me to return^ an Old Man, into 
^ my Country, from whence I went out a Youth 5 for the 
*' Mixture of Profperity, and Adverfity, which I have al- 
" ready tried, has taught md rather, henceforth, to foUoW 
*« the Dilates of Reaion, than fubjeft myfelf to the Ca- 
«* price of Fortune." However, fome Time after, the famd 
Hatmibal tells the CarfhaginimSy f *' that at Thirtv-fix 
** Years of Age, he had bifccn ftnt forth to fight for them, 
•• the Space ot Nine Years." He was then, tnerefore, but 
Torty-five, which can fcarce be tcrm'd Ol8, if we take Sent* 
lis Mtas in the fame Senfe as the Greeks underftand yiw $ 
but it may be underflood thus, only in Oppofition to Child- 
jiood, or Youth, and fo properly enougn term'd Senilis 
JEtas ; and fb the Soldiers in Alexander*^ Army, who had 
Only followed his Fortunes Eight Years, might t>e faid to b^ 
SenesfaBi^ if they were arrived to the Age when Hanmbal 
term'd himfelf fo, and much more truly, if fome of thenx 
had then borne Arms the fpace of Fifty Years. 

8. OenuSy in a Speech wnich he makes in behalf of the 
Ivhole Army, has tnefe Expreflions 5 *' Our Darts are now 
** blunted 5 we have no ofienfive Arms : — — - || How few 
*' among us have Coats of Mail ? Who has a Horfe remain- 
** irg ? '* Thefe are fuch fer-fetch'd Hyperboles, that they 
are direft Lyes, contradidiory to all Hiltory, which aflRireS 
iis, that Alexander^ Army fought fcveral Battles after this 5 
which they would hardly have done, without Weapons i 
Befides, had thofe they carried from Macedmia been wortv 
out, they might be furni/hed with fufficient Supplies in 
Afia 5 and fuch a General, would never fuffcr his Troops 
to go unarmed. CnrtiuSy therefore, could not have put theft 
Words into the Mouth of demiSy unlefs he had forgot him- 
felfi and fufiered his Senfo to be hurried away, by the Im- 
petuofity of his Style. . 
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CHAP. V. 



Quintus Curtius often dwells upon unneceffiry 
Subje5isy and omips I'hings reaUy material. 



A 



S the Incidents in Alexander'^ Life, are in a manner 
infinite, and the Events innumerable, all cannot be 
recorded 5 not only becaufe many of them never come to thef 
Knowledge of an Hiftorian, but alio becaufe he ought to 
Ihew his Judgment, by this Choice: All unneceffary Thingt 
are therefore to be rejefted, and only thofe conducing to the 
Series of the Hiftory retained. In a jejune, and barren Sub* 
jeft, indeed, and which, without Ibme additional Embel- 
lifhment, would be bald, and unpleaiant, the Defcriptions 
of common Accidents may be endured : But where the 
Theme is copious, they are abfolutely intolerable. However^ 
thus Hiftorians have acted, as is evident from the before- 
mentioned Book of Lucian 5 " There are fome, fays he, 
•* who either omit, or carelefsly pafs over Af&irs ofr thtf 
" higheft Moment 5 and, by reafbn of their Unftilfulneft, 
** or Folly, or Ignorance of^ what oujcht to be told, aiid 
** what left out, they dwell upon Trifles, and profecute 
" them with the greateft Eagemefs imaginable." Such are 
the Defcriptions wherewith ^uintui CurtiuSy above all 
others, every where abounds, as Ihall be fiilly made out, by 
the following Particulars, 

2. What is more common, or better known, than Rivers? 
and yet how frequent are their Defcriptions, every where 
interiperfed thro' his Work 5 not that the Reader is fup- 
pofed to want any Information of the Nature of each of 
them, or that any memorable Aftion happened upon their 
Banks, which might caufe a Ihort hiflorical Account of 
them 5 but that we fhould admire the Writer's Eloquence, 
by his Manner of defcribing them. Thus he paints forth 
MarfyaSy a River of ^Phry^ia ; " The River Marfyas^ 
** fays he, celebrated by the fabulous Greek Stories, at that 
** Time overflowed the Country oi Media : It rifes from the 
** Top of a Mountain, and falls into a Rock below, with a 
^ great Noife. Thence it fpreads itfelf abroad, and waters 

*' the 
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» the circumjacent Fields, running in a clear, and limpid 
« Stieam, and receiving no other into itsBofom. ItsCo- 
«» lour thereforcj rCfembling that of a calm Sea, has given 
«< occafion to the Fiaions of the Poets, who report^ That 
« the Nymphs, enamour'd with this River, chofe to place 
« themfelves upon that Rock. As ^ long as it keeps within 
« the Walls, it retains its firft Name } but as foon as it 
« glides thro' thofe Barriers, it proceeds with greator 
« Streneth and Force, and affumes the Name of Lycus. 
Had Mexander met with any Difficulty in pafflng this 
River or had any notable Aftion happen d near it, this 
Account might have been endured : But that the Reader 
may be fatisfied how impertinent it is, let him but oinit it, 
and pafs it over in the reading, and he wiU find the Hiftory 
fiiU as sood without it; I can bear with Curtms Defcnp- 
tion of the River Cydnus, which flows thro TarfuS, be- 
caufe Alexander refolving to walh himfelf therein, when 
he was hot with travelling, had no fooner enter d it, than 
he was feia'd with a grievous Diftemper : I fay, I can with- 
out any Pain read, " that * Cydnus is not fo remarkabte 
« for the auantity, as the Quality of her Waters j fhe 
« rifes in a flat Country, and glides gently thro a fine Soil, 
" receiving no Brooks to trouble the natural Purenefs Qt 
« her own Stream. ^She therefore pafles unmix'd, and ex- 
« ceffive cold, as being ihaded, all along, by tall, and plea- 
« fant Trees, growing on her Banks, and falls into the Sm 
« in the fame manner , as Ihe flow'd from her Fountains. 
Thefe Things might induce Alexander to bath himfelt m 
her Bofom, and are not therefore foreign to the Purpofe of 

an Hiftorian. /. ^ - . . . , n r i r -_ 

2 But his Account of 'Pafittgrts is wholly ufelefs, as 

roav appear thro' the Work. Thus, however, he defcribes 

it • I have quoted his own Words, on purpofe that the 

Rwder may underftand, by his tedious Defcriptions of 

Rivers, how vaftly he values himfelf upon the Art of de- 

foibing them ; j " The King,- fays he. on the fourth Day 

- after; pitch'd his Tents on the Banks of a River, which 

« the Inhabitants call y^T^/im: It arifes among the Moun- 

« tains of the Kv», and rufties thro' a woody Country, iff 

« a rocky Channel, the Space of Fifty Stadia. Then, coit* 

*' tinuing its Courfe along a flat Country, it there ghdes 

«« freely on, and becomes navigable j and thus, after a calm. 
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;; f ^, ^«5^^ j^^f » of Six hundred Scadia, thro* a fruitfW 

What did Mexander here, to merit this Defcription ? Why 
nothing, but only that he pafled over it. 

4. A little after, he falls to defcribing the Rivers Jraxes 
zx^Medus, which he calls * ^erfian Kiy^tB, to (Til 
much furpofe, as he did thofe before 5 f «« The River 
« "t^fJ'j ^^y' he, emptier itfelf with a great Torrent, into 
« the Medus. Medus is a left River than that which it 

receives, and continues its Courfe (a Mari) Southwards • 
« Where-ever the Water of it comes, it renders the Place 

exceeding fruitful, and caufes it to produce great Plenty 
« of Flowers 5 Palm-Trees, and Poplar-Treef cloath its 
•* Banks, and grow fo thick, that they appear afar oflf no 
•* other than one continued pleafant Grove. Its Channel 
«* is deep, yet notwithftanding, the Moifture afcends to the 
** Roots of the Trees, and contributes to their bringing 
2 forth Leaves, and Boughs in ^reat Plenty." I ihalfnot 
be fb impertinent here, as to inquire, what his Mari verfus 
fignifies, when he is difcourling about a River. Here may 
be fonae Error in the Cppy, as the Learned fufpcft. How- 
ever, the luxuriant Style of the Rhetorician, and his in- 
fignificant Defcriptions of thefe Rivers, is abundantly 

5. Perhaps his Digreffion concerning Ziobems, a River 
of Hyrcanid, may be a little more excufable, becaufe Alex- 
ander had a Defire of knowing fbmething which was An- 
gular in Its Courfe, by his own Experience. However, that 
alone ought to have been told plainly, and fignificantly, 
and not a long Detail of ot&er Things, foreign to the' Pur- 
pofe. Thus he defcribes it ; \\ « The Wood, with thick, and 
« lofty Trees, yields a very delightful Shade, and the fer- 
*' tile Earth is watered with Rivulets flowing from all 
" Parts of the neighbouring Rocks. The River Zioberm 
" iflues from the Foot of a Mountain, and runs almoft 
•* Three Furlongs in Length, in one Stream 5 but then, ' 
« beiBg hindered by a Rodk;, which cuts the Water, it di- 
^ vides itfelf into two Parts, and then, a little further, 
•* finks under the Earth, with a great Noife, caufed by the 
•* Ruggednefs of the Stones, thrc? which it pafles. It runs 
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•« thus under Ground Three hundred Furlongs, and then 
«« again breaks forth afrefh, as if there it had its Fountain, 
«* folding forth a new Stream, far broader than the former 5 
*« for it is, there, above Thirteen Furlongs in Breadth, and 
*• fo grows narrower by degrees^ till at length it falls into 
•^ another River, call'df Ridago. The Inhabitants affirm, 
•« that whatever is let fell into the Cavern, at the firft Foun- 
•* tain, will come up again at the fecond j upon this Occa- 
♦« fion, Alexander commanded two Oxen to be thrown in 
« at the firft, whofe Bodies were accordingly feen ( by 
•« tbofe he had fent ) to afcend at the fecond, driven out by 
•« the Violence of the Stream." The Knowledge of this 
laft Article, was all Alexander wanted 5 and it had been 
enough for him to have told his Reader, that after the 
River had hid itfelf under Ground, it burft forth again : 
The reft is all StuflF, and thcBufincfs of a Declaimer, not 

of an Hiftorian. 

6. Thu% he proceeds to defcribe TolytimetuSj a River 
of ScsdiandS * " The River call'd by the Natives SPo/y- 
*' timetuSy runs almoft the whole Length of the Country : 
.« This River is but narrow, but very rapid, and at laft it 
" runs under Ground, where the Cburfe ot it may be heard 5 
«* but upon all the Places it runs over, not one Spring is to 
*« be found." I could add to thefe, his Accounts of Ae 
t Indian Rivers, but I am weary of ^tranfcribing fuch yfelefs 
Epifoies 5 and I do not queftion, but by this Time, my 
Reader is as weary with reading them. 

7. However, Curtius was not the only antient Author, 
who tranfgrefs'd in this Particular, as is evident from Lu- 
cian^ who thus fpeaks of a certain Greek Hift<;<rian 5 " One, 
^ feys he, who was famous for a Volubility of Speech, who 
" being equal, in his own Conceit, or fomewhat fuperior 
*• to Thuadides, took an Opportunity of defaibing every 
•* City, Mountain, Field, and River, which came in his 
" Way, in the moft glaring, and lively Colours imaginable." 
For that Reafon, he afterwards eftablifhed it as a Maxim, 
to be obferved by Hiftorians, that none ftiould trifle ' away 
his own, and Reader*s Time, in unneceflary Defcriptions : 
His Words we fhall quote in the Vlllth Chapter. 

8. If you compare Curtius diligently witn other Writers 
d[ Alexander's Lite, and efpecially with Arrian^ it will ap- 
pear, that he has omitted many Circumftances, which con- 
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dace not a little to the Series of the Hiflory, and to make 
all the reft intelliaible. I remember, I once took notice of 
feveral, but fhaU only here produce one, but that a verv 
temarkable one, whereby the Reader may judge of the reft. 
When I read the Defer] prion of the Battle at IffuSy in Cuf^ 
tiuSy before I had confulted Anian^ he feem'd to me to err 
in Point of Geography, as he frequently does elfewhere, 
becaufe he had omitted one very material Circumftance s 
He fays, that * ** on the fime Night, Alexander arrived 
^ at the Streights, by which Syria is entered, and iDarhtS 
** at thofe of Amanus" 2)ariu5 march'd from Euphrates^ 
and Alexander from Tarjus ; f therefore Alexander's Right 
Wing ought to have extended towards the Qlician &a, 
and the Left towards the Mountains : and, on the other 
hand, 5Darius\ Right Wing /hould have firetch*d towards 
the Mountains, and the Lm to the Sea. Kotwithftanding 
aU which, Curtius teBs us, that fj 2)arius*8 Right Wing 
ifaietch'd out to the Sea, and § Alexander's Left Wing was 
extended towards the Mountains. This I could not com- 
preh^d, nor is it poffible to be comprehended, by Curtius*8 
Narr^ion : But calling my Eyes vtporrArriany the whole 
Myftery was revealed 5 for he tells us, that Alexander re- 
ceiving Intelligence, that !Darius was at Sochos^ march'd 
from Mallos to the Streights of Amanus^ which he pais'd^ 
and encamp*d near the City Myriandrus: and that 7)arius^ 
not knowing that Alexander had pafs^d thefe Streights^ 
pafs'd them himfelf, in his Way to Glicia^ and ftiz'd upon 
J^s. Therefore, that they might come tgr an Engagement, 
it was then neceflary, that Alexander ihould turn from 
Syria, towards Cilicia^ and that 2)arius fhould alfo turn 
his Troops to meet him. + *• DariuSy fiys Arrian^ having 
** pafs'd the Mountain, which is nigh the Streights <? 
** AmanuSy direfted his March towards Iffus^ not knowing 
** that Alexanders whole Force was now behind him; 
•* However, Alexander underftanding how the Caft ftood, 
i» ** difpatch'd fome of his Horfe, and ArchcrSj to clear 
** the Road to the Streights, which he was obliged to pais 5 
•* which done, the Night following, he moved, with his 
•* whole Army, to take Poflcffion of them again.'* Thia 
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being performed accordingly, Akxanier drew up his Army, 
the Right Wing thereof oeing extended to the Mountains, 
and the Left Win^ to the Sea. 

p. The Matter is now plain x However, two Things fiem 
ftiU fbmewhat ftrange in this Story, firft, how fDarius came 
not to know that the Macedonians lay encamp'd at Myrianr- 
druSj (fer if his Spies could not nnd that out, fure the 
Inhabitants thereabouts, who were then in 2)arius*8 Inte* 
reft, could not be ignorant of it ^) and fecondly, what could 
be die Reafon, that when Akxandef knew that ^arius^s 
mighty Army was juft pafling thofe Streights, he did not 
attack them, when the Fart which had pau*d them, would 
have been incapable of fuccouring their Ftiends 5 by which 
Stratagem, that great Army might have been eafily over* 
come, without Hazard ? And that the Matter ftood thus, 
is evident, by theDifpofition of the Wings of both Armies. 
But Things which are mofl to the Purpofe, ought leiaft to 
have been omitted by Curtius^ efpecially feeing fuch an 
Omiffion renders him perfectly unintelligible. 

10. " On the feme Night, iayshe, ^/^jr^w^^- arrived at 
^ the Streights of Syriay and 2)arius at thofe of Amanm^ 
The Streights of Syria^ according to * Strabo^ are beyond 
Myrimiruiy and thofe of AmanuSj not fzx from ijjus. 
But it (puft be fkid, once for all, that this was occafioned 
by the Miflake of both Armies, feeking one another in a 
wrong Pkce : However, this Mifiake was a Point neceflary 
to have been taken notice of. But if I may be allowed to 
fpeak my Sentiments, I am of Opinion, that Curtius co* 
pied after fbme Author who had omitted this Ciicumflance, 
without, knowing that any thing material was wanting. 
What follows, confirms me in this, when he tells us, that 
«* thofe Macedimians^ whom SDartus had taken in the City 
« of JffuSf (whirfi was to the Weftward of the Streights of 
^* Jmanus) andcuto£F their Hands, entered the Maceio- 
** nian Camp, and told them, that i)arius was following 
^* them, as hard as he could march." Now it is plain, 
they could not properly fay, Darius followed them, toraf- 
much as they knew not that he entered Gliciaj fbon after 
jllexander entered Syria. 

11. In the mean time, the Difpofition of the Wings of 
both Armies was true, as Curtius had given it $ but then 
it was not to be underftood, by his bare Narration. Hence 
we may eafily gather, that, in fhort Hifiories efpecially, 
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feme DiiEcuIties may occur, which it will be no eafy matter 
to account for, an4 which, fbrnetimes, will he impoilible 
for us to find out 5 not that the Hiflorians themfelves are 
guilty of manifefl Errors, but becaufe riiey have omitted 
fome Circumflances, without which, the Series of the Story 
is not to be underfiood. That, which in itffelf may be never 
fb true, may, by the Omiffion of one Circumfhince in the 
Relation, appear a Fiflion; unlefs fbme other Hifiorian 
happens to be at hand, who has given us a more ample 
Account of the Matter. An Hifk>rian ought not, therefbte, 
to be ralhly accufed of Falfity, tho' the feveral Parts of his 
Hiftory do not ieem to hang well together 5 we ought 
rather to mufler up Arguments to convince ourfelves, how 
the Matter ought to be underfiood, in any other Senfe : 
If we .%il in this, the fafefl Way is to fufpend our Judg- 
ment, vfpd let the Matter left, till fome other Hiftorian 
clears it up to our Hands. 

la. I could eafily /hew another fort of OmiflSon in C«r- 
tiu%^ but becaufe the beft of our Hiftorians are guilty of the 
fame, notwithflanding it is inconfiflent with the Laws of 
an accurate Narration, I fhall but barely mention it. We 
often take notice, that a Circumftance is omitted in the fore* 
going Part of a Difcourfe, upon which a great Part of the 
refl has a Dependance, which Circumftance, perhaps, is in 
itfelf of no Importance j however, it ought either to oe men- 
tioned by an Hiflorian, or all thofe Parrs of the Narration 
which have a Dependance thereon, wholly omitted. All 
Things are not to be recorded by sm Hiftorian, 'tis true ^ 
but at the fame time, nothing ought to be left out, by thofe, 
who aim at Accuracy this Way, which will a£(brd new 
Light to the Narration, if the Knowledge thereof be paffi* 
ble to be gained. As for Example, Curfius^ when he de- 
fcribes Nanus's Manner of emoattling his Army, adds, 
" * that they placed tTie King's Wife, and Motner, and 
** whole Train of Women, in die Middle of the Hofl j" 
after this, he proceeds to the Defcription of the MacedomonS^ 
and then to the Battle, No Mortal, who read only thus 
&r, would doubt but that Darius's Wife, and Mother, and 
all the reft of the Female Train, were preient in the Battle : 
But from the Sequel, it is plain, thev were not there, but in 
the Camp, and were fb ignorant 01 the Difpofition of the 
Army, as not to know in which Wing fDarius ftood» 
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Therefore, had this former Circumftancc been true, Curtiut 
ought to have added, that Dartu%^% Wife, and Mother, in- 
deed, law the Army drawn up, but before the Trumpets 
founded the Alarm, they return'd into the Camp. Or if 
he chofe not to have inferted this Circumftance, he ought 
to have omitted the other. 

15. In his Account of the Expedition againft the * Sa^ 
Brians^ he has this Paflage 5 " He thence returned to Cra-' 
•* teruSi who befieged Artacacna^ e?r." Of which Siege, 
there was not fb much as a Syllable mentioned before $ tor 
what he had faid elfewhere, of Craterus being left to carry 
on the SiegCj !iSc. relates to another Town. And elfe- 
where, after he has defcribed f Ptolemy ^ with all the Horfe 
under his Ck>mmand, riding along the Banks of the River 
Hydajpes^ to fcek a fordable Place, in order to attack a 
Party of Virus's Army, over-againft him, while Alexander 
was pafling the fame River, a little above ^ he then pro- 
ceeds direftly to an Account of the Battle itfelf, where he 
aiTures us, ^ Ptolemy was prefent, tho' he never acquainted 
us, that he had pafi'd the River. But the Matter, you 
may perhaps fay, was fufHciently plain of itlelf $ for ^to- 
lemy could not poffibly have been prefent wjth his Party, at 
the Battle, unlefs he had nafs'd it. But he might nave 
Jftopp'd a little here, the Cfircumftance was of Importance 
enough to have been remember'd, by the Addition of one 
final! Word or two. I fhall not take notice, in this Place, 
that the Story is differently tpld by Aman^ from Ptolemy 
himfelf, a Party concerned, and an Bye-witneis 3 for that 
is not my prefent Inquiry. 

14. A juft, and exa£l Narration will not admit of any 
fuch Omiffions 5 but becaufe Curtius has this Error in 
common with fome of the beft of our Hiftorians, we fhall 
overlook his Faults, for their fakes, left we be thought to 
j)aft too harfh a Cenfure, upon the great Ornaments of their 
Age. Others have already coUedled Examples of this fort 5 
we fhall therefore add only one, which occurs to our Me- 
mory while we are writing : It is a Paflage in Hercdian^ 
where that moft elegant Author, writing concerning Terti- 
naxj fays 4 ^' But afterwards, when Fame had noifed abroad, 
*' what he had faid in the Senate-Houfe, or what he had 
«* wrote to the People, every one was glad.'* Whereas th$re 
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was no Mention made beibi^, of any Speech which Ver* 
tinax had made in the Senate, or any thing he had wrote 
to the People. 

15. Several learned Men have ibund, by comparing Cur- 
tius with Arrian^ and other Writers, who take notice of 
Mexander\ Afts, even in a curfbrf Way, * that " Curt'iut 
*' hurries his Hiflory on abundantly too faft, towards the 
^ Cbnclufion, infbmuch that he is forced to omit feveral 
^ Things of great Importance, and to touch others but 
** lightly over : The Expedition againft the fecond Vorus^ 
*^ iot Example, who was ^Tephew to the firfl great Monarch 
*^ of that Name^ of whom, befides Arriany Strabo takes 
*^ notice, he has given us in one finale Word/* Other Ex* 
ampler of this kind might be brought ; but we too are in 
hafte to come to the Conclufion of this Chapter. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Quintus Curtius rajhly attributes the Knowledge 
of the Greek Fables to the Indiaas, and ghes 
Greek Names to the remoteji Rivers in India. 

IT IS a common Fault among the Greeks and Rman 
Writers, to feek for their own Deities, and thoft Fables 
which owed their Birth to Greece, and Ifaly, (and gain'd 
Credit only among Boys) in the midft of Sarbarians, wha 
never £6 much as heard of their Names, before the Greeks^ 
and Romans entered their Territories. Of this, we have al- 
ready treated, in our Jrs Critica, ^art II. SeB. I. Chap. XIII. 
and here wiU proceed to Ihew, that Curtius was not free 
from this Accufation, but blindly followed the Greek Wri- 
ters, who gave not the true Names of the Rivers* and 
Towns in India, but their Names miferably wrefted into 
the Grf^ife Tongue 5 whereas it is evident, the Inhabitants 
of that Country underftood not a Word of that Language. 
Befides, he alfo imitates that wretched Greek Cuftom of 
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giving moft of the Sarbarian Proper Names a Greek Inter- 
pretation, and then palming their fpurious Interpretations 
upon us, inftead of the Names thcmfelves : Which is the 
£ime, as if the French Ihould foofietimes write the German 
Appellations in their own Idiom, and at other times wholly 
change them into Frencbi^ or As^ and ufe fuch Alterations 
inftead of the oi^ginal Names. Who would endure a 
French Hiftorian, ihould he proceed to give us- the Ads of 
Guftavus Adolf hus in Germany^ after this Manner ? How- 
ever, we may forgive the Antients this one Ofience, becaufe 
they make us amends for it, with innumerable Excellencies ; 
but tho' we may overlook it; we may, at the fame time, 
note it down as a great Fault, which every one, unlefi he be 
% fuperficial Reader, muft needs take notice o£ * 

2. When Alexander had entered the Territories of India^ 
their chief Rulers came to meet him, and afk his Com- 
mands, not forgetting " * to tellliim, that he was 'the third 
*^ Son of y&vey who had penetrated thus far 5 that Father 
^ SacchuSy and Hercules had, indeed, vifited them, accord- 
ing to common Fame ; but that they faw him, then, 
among them.*' If any fuch Speech was ever made by the 
Indians^ the firft Writers of this Hiftory ought to have 
given us the true Barbarian Names,^ the Indians made ufe 
of, which, undoubtedly, were not Greeks when even the 
Romans^ who had the fame Religion with the Greeks^ 
whofe Religious Rites were derived ^om thence, and whole 
Territories were fb near, did not ufe the fame Name^ 5 
for who knows not, that NepunttSy MercuriuSy Mnerva^ 
VemtSy CereSy fDianay and many other Appellations of their 
Deities, are not of Greek Extraftion ? And much more 
then, would the Indians call their Gods, whoever they 
were, by other Names, proper to their Country : Even at 
this Day, the Terjians tell Stories of one RiiftemuSy an In- 
^any wno lived in the mofl antient Times, and was of a 
Gigantick Stature : Of him, the Indians have many fabu« 
lous Relations, and his EfHgies is to be feen among the 
Ruins of TerfefoliSy as f yobn Chardiny an Eye-witnefs, 
informs us ^ He imagines^ this Ruftemus to have been their 
Hercules ; but aflures us, at the fame time, that they gave 
{iH Heroes of thofc Times, the Denomination of Hercules. 
Whether there are any Figures, amonjg; thofe Pieces of Scul- 
pture, referring to tne Stories of HerculeSy or Bacchus^ I 
know not. 
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;. However> if I may be allowed to fpeak tbe Truth 
freely, 1 believe thefe were only the Fiftions of the Mace^ 
donians^ who, as we have before obferved, from Eratojlhenes^ 
and Strabo^ were refolved, at all Adventures, to raife Aleoc^ 
ander^ at leaft, to a Pitch of Glory equal with Hercules^ 
and Sacchus. jirrian is very merry upon this Story : He 
fnoelt a Rat, but durfl not declare his Sentiments barefaced^ 
becauie of his Religion. However, he begins his Fifth 
Book thus 5 " Alexander then entered that Part of the 
•• Country which lies between the two Rivers, Cophenes^ 
^ and Indus^ where Ityfa is laid to be fituate. This City 
•* was built by 7)ionyJus (or Sacctms) when he conquered 
** the Indians. But who this Bacchus was, or at what 
** Time, or from whence he fct forth againft thefe Indians^ 
" is hard to determine. Whether he was that 7*heban^ 
•* who frpm Thebes^ or he who from TntduSy a Mountaia 
** of Lydia^ undertook that &mous Expedition into India^ 
" and when he had pafs'd thro' fb many warlike Nations, 
** then unknown to the Greeks^ reduced none of them all» 
•* by Force, but India.*" Thefe plainly fhew, that tjic 
Greeks fiwiiflily afcribed that Escpedition, cither to the 
7'hebany or the Lydian SaccbuSy and that the Macedonians 
took the Liberty of forging theft Stories, in Honour of 
their General. I am not ignorant, that (bme * great Men 
have obferved, and proved, by learned Argum^ts, that 
Saccbus was one of the Eaftern Deities ; but our Difeourft 
is concerning the Theban Sacchus^ the Son of Semele, 
which Name the Greeks borrowed of thje CbaldeanSy or, per- 
haps, the JEgyptians. Befides, that the Oriental Sacckus^ 
or fDianyfiiSy whoever he was, made War upon India^ is 
hardly credible 5 however, it is not my Defign, at this 
"Kme, to demonflrate the contrary ; the Reader, if he pleafes, 
may confult Strabo, for his further Satisfaftion, towards the 
Beginning of his Fifteenth Book. 

4. However, *tis worth our while to Hften to Arrian^ 
who thus proceeds ; « This I may venture to fay, that 
" thofe Thmgs whieh the Antients have publifli'd, in their 
FaWes, concerning their Gods, ought not to be too nar- 
rowly ftarch'd into 5 for whenever the Truth of a Story 
fecm d liable to be call'd in queflion, fome God was im- 
mediately fummon'd to their Aid, and then all was plain, 
and beyond Dilute." If it be lawful, or juft to haul 



ti 



? Sam.Bpcbart. m Hdk^. lib. i. ca{, 1. 

in 






xlU :^ C R IT IC ISM 

in the publick Faith to countenance a Lye, what oiore can 
be done in behalf of Truth ? for he has aflured us, that thd 
Name of {bme God was calld upon, to {creen a Lye from 
a too inquifitive Search ^ whereby it found the Cr^ir^ 
which was due to nothing but Truth. But this Privilege^ 
you will, perhaps, fay, was only allowed to the Fables of 
the Antients, and not to any Ljres. But what Title can the 
Antients plead for Lying, which the Modems are debarred 
from laying a Claim to ? Or by what Right do the An- 
tients eurape the Cenfure of the Moderns, when, at the fame 
time, the Moderns &11 fb feverely upon one another ? This 
was the Opinion of fbme Heathens, and thofe no Fools nei<* 
ther, as is evident from Jrrian^ whom tDiadorus Siculus 
preceded, who thus enters upon the Hiflory of Hercules $ 
^^ Truth ought neither to be too diligently fought for, nor 
** too eagerly expelled in thefe Fabulous Relations ; for on 
** our Theatres, tho' we know there never were Centaurs, 
of a Species between Brutal and Human, nor any fiich 
Perfbn as Geryen^^ with three Bodies, yet we receive fuch 
Fables as thefe, and by our Applaufes add to the Hononv 
^ of the God." Thus the Macedonians^ undoubtedly, ima- 
gined they added to Akxander^z Honour, by the Lves they 
publifhed concerning him ^ and the Writers, which copjea 
after them, from thefe Fables of theirs, have introduced the 
Indians flattering Alexander, Such is the Speech ofAcul* 
fbis in Arrian^ towards the Beginning of his Fifth Book. 
5* Curtius difcourfing of the Nifdsans^ fays, that * *^ they 
derive the Origine ottheir City from SaccbuSy and that 
Claim of theirs, is juft.'* As if this were any Token of 
the leafl Truth in it : However, he proceeds 5 " The City 
^^ is feated at the Foot of a Mountain, which the Natives 
call MeroSy whence the Greeks have afiiimed the Liberty 
of coining the Fable of Saccbus^s lying conceal'd in ^u^ 
f iter's Thigh/* I would gladly aik, whether Meros it 
an Indian Word, which the Macedonians imagined the 
fame with the Greek Uneh J If i^ was, why did they not 
alfb give us the Indian Name of Bacchus ? Befides, why 
is he caird SaccbuSy not fimiply u rS «ciif$ rH^qAoM^ b&- 
caufe he was nourifhed in a Thigh, but bftS H A/0< /uirf^, 
becaufe it was Jupitefs Thigh. But all thefe are neither 
better nor worfe than Lyes oi the Macedonians ; for it is 
moft likely, that the I'beban Saccbus was faid, by the 
antient TbehanSj who were a Colony of TbcenicianSy to have 
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fprung (torn Jufiter^^ Thigh, after the ^hcsnician Manner 
of fpeaking, which was alio common among the Hebrews^ 
and fignified no more, than that he was one of jfuftter\ De- 
ftendants. 

6, The Macedomam not only (bund that Bacchus^ a Ci- 
tizen of "Thebes^ was known among the Indians^ if we will 
tive Credit to them, but they found another God there, 
om in the fame City, namely, Hercules^ as we have already 
lelated. * " The Image of Hercules was borne before the 
** Troops : It was a great Excitement to their Courage, and 
^ it was deem'd a heinous Offence, to /hrink from it, and 
^ leave their Standard in the Field : Thus had the Fear of 
** Hercules^ once their Enemy, created in them a kind of 
" religious Awe." Thcfe, and the like Stories, arc to be 
feund in QurtiuSy and others : None of whom, {b much as 
mention any Name which Herctdes had in India^ the whole 
being no more than a mere Fiction of the Macedenians^ who^ 
^at they might exalt Alexander above Hercules^ boafled, 
that the Rock f -^mmSy which Alexander took, was be- 
fieged, in vain, by HerctileSy who was forced, by an Earth- 
quake, to raife his Siege, and depart. 

7. ArrUn eafily i^nelt this to be a Fable 5 for fpeaking 
of the Rock Amzus, he has thefe Words ; || " The Re- 
** port, concerning this Rock, was, that Hercules^ tho' he 
** was the Son of ^ove^ was not able to reduce it. But 
** whether any Jfifer<:«/^5, either the 5nbeft^«, the Tj^r/^, or 
•* the Msyptian^ ever penetrated fo far as India^ I cannot 
*♦ affirm for Truth, but am rather inclined to believe the 
<* contrary 5 for whatever is jliiScult, or hard to be accom- 
•* pliflied, Men, to raife the Difficulty ftill the higher, have 
♦* reported, That even Hercules attempted it in vain." If 
for Men^ Arrian had faid the Greeks^ he had hit the Mark $ 
for this Fable owed its Rife to that Nation, and, perhaps, 
they attributed all thoie famous Labours, to that Herctues^ 
who was their Countryman. 

8. Bratofthenes the § Cyrenean^ who was the flri6left 
Remarker of the Macedonian Forgeries, tells us, " that 
» when they faw Oxen in India marked with a Brand, in 
*' Form of a Club, they immediately concluded, from that 
«* Circumflance^ that Hemiles had penetrated thus far.*' 
As for my part, I fhould much rather have concluded the 
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whole Matter a FiAion, or that the Macedmans callM 
ibme of the chief Deities aaxmg the Indians by the Name 
of HercukSy of whom fbme fucb Stories had been told by 
the Natives, as the Greeks told of their "Tbeban Hercules. 
If the Reader defire to be farther Satisfied in this Point, let 
him confult JrriaUy in his Indian Hiftory 5 for I have not 
Leifure to profecute this Argument further, neither is it 
worth while, if I had. 

9. We cannot eafily forgive thofe, who were the firft 
Publifliers of Alexander^ Hiflory, ( for Cmtius is not any 
way culpable in this Cafe, it being impofllble for him to 
tell us what he knew not himfelf ) their fubftituting Greek 
Appellations, every where, inflead of the true, and genuine 
Names, which the Sarharians themfelves ufed : Such are, 
* ^olytimetuSj Uokujifutlif^ the Name of a JLiver in Sqg^ 
diana ^ f JSryntanfbuSy 'Epc/^rO^, a River in India $ 
frpd^dalay A«i<A( a», a Country 5 $ AamuSy "'Ao^Q-^ a Rock $ 
There was a Lake of this Name, in Efirus^ ^ Echolimay 
*txfii?Ji4Ay the Name of a Country, and many others of 
this fort. 

10. The Greek Hiftorians, whom Curtius copied after, 
dio& their own Words, for thofe of the ^erfian^ and thofe 
He every where ufes throughout his Latin Hiftory, as if 
they were the true ^erfian Names of the Things repre- 
finted ; ** " The next Troop to thofe, lays he, were 
^ call'd Dorylfheriy and received their Cloathing from the 
^ King.** He proceeds in the fame manner in the follow* 
ing Paflages, only here he has given us an Appellation truly 
^erfian ; " They call the Royal Ornament of the Head, 
•* Gdarisr A little after, he fays, « Then followed Fif- 
•* teen, call'd by the Name fX Armantaxe^ And thus, 
difcourfuig of a Nation bordering upon Jndiax ** He com- 
^ mandecTthat a March fhould pe proclaim*df againfl the 
•* A^rta(p^y the Name of which People was fince changed 
«« to Euerget^y being fo call'd by Ovrus^ becaufe of the 
cc Succours, of all kinds, which his Army received among 
•* them, when they laboured under the greateft NecefHties. j 
Every one knows, Qyrus did not fpeak Greeks and befidesi 
Herodotus aiTures us, that thofe, who merited well of the 
King, were ftfled Orofat^aSy in the Terfian Language. It 
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is to mCy a very great Wonder, that the true, and antient 
Name of the Cat>ital Citv of the Verpan Empire, fhould 
be every where fupprefi'd, and the Greek Appellation of 
Verfepolis fubflituted in its Place, not only by Curtius^ but 
all other antient Authors ^ by which means, it is abfblutely 
loft. Cbriflofber Cellarius was of Opinion, that the Name 
therecrf* was Elamy which is c=3bv in his Notes ro that 
Chapter of CurtiuSy for the Country adjacent to it, was 
named ElamaiSy and (6 was the City too, by the Author 
of the Maccabees. But I dare not fubfcribe to his Judg- 
ment : And if I might be allowed to declare my Mind 
fieely, I Ihould own my SatisfiiAion in the Conjecture of 
Sir yohn Cbardinj who, in his Jtinerarium ^erficum^ thinks 
it was called Fars-abad^ or Vars-abady which is, the Habi- 
tation of the Verfians ^ for it is unqueflionable, that the 
IPerJians called themfelves ts'^s *PbaraSy and ia« jibad 
fignifies a Habitationy which Noun is often fubflituted in 
the Compofitioo of fuch Names of Towns, in the Terjian 
Language;. 

CHAP. vn. 

<^intus Curtius never mentioned the Tear^ and 
but feldom the Seajbn of the Teafy when any 
great A£iion was performed. 

'p W O Things may juflly be ftiled the Eyes of Hiflory, 
^ both of which being taken away, an Hiflorian gropes 
in Mifts, and Darknefs, and neither of them can be 
wanting, but to his exceeding great Difcredit. The one 
of theie, is Geography ^ whereby the Situation of Places^ 
mentioned in an Hifl^, is laid down ^ the other, Chronth 
^^y whereby the Years are reckoned from fbme noted 
Epocha, and the Seaibn when every remarkable A£lion 
was performed, carefully recorded. Of how great Ufe 
Geography is, has been already fhewn, when we demon- 
ftrated the grofs Errors whereinto Curtius has fallen, for 
want of a competent Skill in that Science 5 and that Chro- 
nology has been as little regarded by him, as the other was 
nadmloodi fhall be fiilly proved in this Chapter, From 
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all which, this Confequetice m'uft follow, that Cuniu%\ Hi- 
ftory will be a quite different Thins from thofe, which ought 
to be propofed as Patterns, or Standards. I am not ignorant, 
that feveral of the Antients may be produced, who have 
neither noted the Years, nor made any Diftinftion of the 
Seafons of the Year, and are held in high Efteem, notwith- 
{landing. But let who will efleem them, fuch Omiffions 
are inexcufeable, and Hiftory admits of none greater : For 
who can give a tolerable Judgment, when any A3iofi was 
performed, efpecially in warm Climates, unleft the Seafbn 
of the Year be put down ? Who can fufficiently underftand 
the G)nftancy and Courage of the Soldiers, or their cx- 
ceffive Confiias with fcorching Heats, and chilling Colds ? 
Who can know the Forefight of the General, in laying in 

food Quantities of Forrage, or his Difcretion in the Diftri- 
ution thereof? Who can have any Notion of a General's 
Expedition in a March, which is otte of his chief Properties, 
and for which Alexander was fb eminently known, if there 
be no Diflin£lion of the Seaibns, when every thing was 
accomplifhed ? 

a. However, Curtius^ efpecially in thofe Parts of his 
Work which have come down to our Age, hath evidently 
negle£led both ^ nor from his Hiflory, can the Years, and 
the various Seafons of each Year be gathered, any other- 
wife than by Guefswork, or a flrift Obfervation of what 
he relates, and catching up whatever accidentally flips from 
his, Pen, in his florid Defcriptions, or, lafUy, from the 
Series of his Hiflory. I cannot be a Judge, whether he 
might not have given us fbme Chronology of Alexander's 
Afts, in the former Books, which are lofl 5 but when I 
confider thofe which remain, I can fcarce believe he was 
a whit more accurate in the othets. I know Alexander's 
Aflions have been digefled into Chronological Order, and 
much Light may be given to Curtius from thence ; but he 
can receive no Praife from that, it being extracted, chieilyt 
from other Hiflorians. However, we will, here, for once, 
try to digeft the Seafons from him alone, wherebv it may 
appear, both how negligent he has fhew'd himfelr, in this 
Particular, and of how great Advantage it had been to his 
Work, had the precife Time of every feveral A£lion becm 
let down. 

3. The Battle of IJfus (for here we mufl begin, becaufe 
there is not the leafl tittle of a Seafbn fb much as hinted at 
before) happened at the Approach of Winter; for a little 
before the Fight, when the week mercenary Forces under 

iDarius, 
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fDarittS^ were perfuading him to divide his Troops, he an* 
fwers them, among other Thinss, that "^ ** to defer the 
^ Battle would be inconvenient, becaufe Winter was coming 
** on, and the^ Qiuntry not being very fruitful, and hi* 
<* Army difperfed far and wide, it would be reduced to 
^. great Streights for want of Provision." And this is alfo 
evident from what follows ; for a little after the Battle, the 
Gafigdb^i ( for fb the Ter&MS call'd thofe who carried Bur- 
dens upon their Shoulders} in their Journey from 2)amafius^ 
as they carried the Royal Treafure from thence, are faid 
*< f not to have been able to endure the extream Cold, (for 
** a fudden Snow had covered the Ground, and it was hard 
*^ Froft^ for which Reafon they wrapp'd themfelves up cloie 
** in the rich Garments, which were all of Gold and Purpk.*! 
We could eafily fhew the Time here, exaSIv pointed out by 
Arrian $ but it was neceflary we ihould draw it ourfelves 
fi^m Curtius^ and not give our Readers the Trouble. This 
happened in the Year of the World, according to the Julian 
Period, 4381. 

4. After this, Curtius tells us, in his Fourth Book, that 
Syria was fubdued ^ then all ^hosnida^ except ^tyre^ which 
was befieged by Alexander. The Beginning of this Siege 
could hardly be before the Spring ; we will therefore fiip- 
pofe, it was in the Month of March 5 then \\ " Tyre^ as 
^ Curtius tells us, was taken in the feventh Month after the 
•* Siege was laid to it :" therefore it muft be in September. 
Then Mexeindef^ Soldiers muft have fome few Days al- 
towed to reft, and refrefh themfelves, after the Fatigues of 
a Siege fo long, and difficult, efpecially confidering they 
were then in a much hotter Climate than Macedonia, 

5* Alexander then march'd forwards, to befiege % Gaza^ 
which StetiSf the Governor thereof, defended bravely 9 
however, at lafl, when the Engines came to do Execution 
upon the Walls, the Town was carried by Storm. We will 
fuppofe, the Army refre/hed themfelves, as is before (aid, 
the Space of one Month, and therefore this Siege muft have 
comnrenced in the Beginning of November j and lafleda 
Month ; fo that Alexander could not reach Mgypt before 
the End of December^ or January in the following Tear 
of the Julian Period 4582. 4: " On the/eventh Day, after 
^ he had march*d with his Forces from Gaza^ he arrived 
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** in the Country of JEgypy which they now call'd JBesff" 
^* andefs Camp." We have no Occafion to allow a long 
Time for his invading Mgyfty and fettling Matters there ^ 
the Egyptians readily revolted from the Q^erfianSt nor durft 
the ^erjians there, wait Alexander's Approach 5 and he tar- 
ried not to make any confiderable Alterations in their Form 
of Government He then refolved upon an Escpedition to 
the Oracle of Hammony which hfc might the eafier perform^ 
becaufe the Time of that Journey was about the End of 
Winter, or the Entrance of the Spring : fcr at that Seafbn, 
the Heats of 4:he Lybian Waftes are tolcHfble ; but towards 
the End of the Spring, and in Summer, . no. Greeks ever un- 
dertook that Journey, without having occafion to repent 
themielves. This had been a Circumfbnce worthy an Hi- 
fiorian's Notice 5 but then, had Curtius obfervea it, his 
florid Defcription of the unufual Heats there, had been ut- 
terly loft : * " All was lcorch*d by the Heat of the Sun, 
when on a fudden, (whether by Chance, or the Bounty 
of the Gods, is uncertain) the Sky was overcafl, which, 
tho' no Rain fell immediately, yet cool'd, and refrefli'd 
^' them very much, who were ready to faint with Extremity 
" of Heat. At laftf there fell a great Shower, fo that 
♦• every one catch'd what he could, in Veflels, and ibme, 
*^ who were not able to hold any, lay down on their Backs, 
*^ and received the falling Drops into their Mouths.*' He 
then tells us, that," at his Return, he built f Alexandria^ 
which is not unlikely, and that, according to this Account, 
mufl be in this Year, which was the Sixm of his Reign ^ 
tho* Jame% Ufier is of a different Opinion, as appears by 
confulting his Amzals, at the Year of the yidian Period 
4382, and before Chrift 332. To beftow more Time upon 
this Matter, would be needlefs. 

€. Curtius forgets to tell us, how long Alexander tarried 
in Mgyfty or what Time he ftent in his March to the JBn- 
fhrateSy as alfo where he pafs'd that River. He only fiys, 
that he encamp'd near the EoifbrateSj on the Eleventh Day, 
but never acquaints us, whence he begun that Reckoning. 
A little before the Battle of Arbehy he afiiires us, there 
happened an j| Eclipfe of the Moon, in thofe Parts 3 and 
$ Jofeph Scaliger^ as well from Aftfonomical Calculations, 
as the Accounts of other Writers, fixes that to the Twentieth 
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Day of SepembeTj in the Tear 4983 ^ and of this Opinion 
are fDionyfius ^etavius^ and yames Ujfber. j^Iexander^ 
therefere, mufl have fpent the Summer in -^gypty and in 
hit March to the City Thapfacus^ (where he pafi'd the jSi- 
fbratet[) and between that River, and the .Tigris^ beyond 
which, towards the Eaft, this Battle was fought. How- 
ever, after ally fbme Authors tell us, that the Battle was 
feoght fiill Ten Days after the Ectipfe happened. 

7. Soon after this Vi3ory, "*" Arbela was furrender'd to 
Mexander ; ( this might be in the Beginning of OSober ) 
and he tarried there fbme Days, to reftem his Army s 
^ f However, the Stench of the putrified Bodies, which 
^ lay all abroad, throughout the Fields, occafioned Difeaies 
*' among hia Soldiers ^ ft»r which Reafon, he was forc^ to 
" march ftom thence, fooner than he defiqn^. And when 
the Winter approached, he entered Sabylm^ becauie it was 
much more commodious for his Army to pafs into a warm 
Climate, at that Seafon, than in the Summer : '^ There, 
" fays CmtiuSj ^the Conqueror of Jfia tarried Thirty-four 
** I^ys, on puipofe to fatten his Army." Alexander^ ia 

' all Probability, tarried there the remaining Part of the Year, 
neither did he proceed further, unlefs towards the End of 
Vvoember^ or 2)ecembery or, perhaps, the Beginning of the 
fuooeeding Year. 

8. Towards the Clofe of that Year, or the Beginning of 
the next, which was the Year 4^84, according to the Julian 
Period, Alexander march'd to Satrapene^ according to C»r» 
tiuSy or rather, Sittacene^ a Country between the Cojfeans^ 
and Sabyhtrians^ at the Head of the River Tigris^ 
** {I- abounding in all manner of Provifions, where he re- 
** fblved to continue fbme Time ^ but left the Soldiers 
*• ihonld let drop their Courage, for want of Exercife, he 
^ prapofed .Rewards, and appointed Judges of Military 
•* Pa^rmances." This Country ferved him for Winter- 
Quarters, where he refrefh'd his Army, and beiides other 
thin^, without doubt, laid up Plenty of Forrage, tho* 
Carttus takes not one Word of notice of any fuch Matter^ 
as if Alexander's Soldiers had forgot that it was Winter, or 
could march where-ever they were order'd, without Provi- 
fions. Soon after this, he pals*d on to Stifaf which was im- 
mediately furrender'd to him. The Spring was then, un- 
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doubtedly, in fbnne Forwardne(s, and in fb warm a Climate, 
tho' it may be fbmewhat mountainous, the Snows muft be 
pretty well gone, tho' they lie longeft in a liilly Country. 
Mexander then entered the Territories of the * UxianSf and 
forced Medates, the Prince of thofe Parts, to deliver it up, 
after fbme iharp Skirmifhes. Then, on the Fifth Day^ he 
came to the Streights of f A//2r, which he gained, from 
jiriobarzafieSj after a vigorous Refiflance, and from thence 
marched ftraight to f| (Perfefolis^ which was fi)on furren* 
dered into his Hands. 

9. Terfepolis being taken, and facked, $ " Alexander^ 
" with a Thoufand Horfe, and a choice Party of light-arm*d 
•* Foot, penetrated into the inner Parts of ^erfia^ about the 
** Time of the rifing of the Pleiades ; and notwithflanding 

they were vex'd with grievous Rains, and prodigious 
Tempefls, he was refblved to profecute his intended Ex- 
pedition. He then came to 'a Place block'd up with per- 
** petual Snows > which the Extremity of the Cold had con- 
** geal'd to Ice/' By this Cold, the Soldiers were not a 
little diftrefs'd, as Curtius tells us at large, who never flips 
any Opportunity of exerting his Talent on fuch Defcriptions. 
From the whole Story, wemay gather^ that he ought to have 
faid, a little befo^ tKe fetting of the Pleiades. Thus y//- 
ny^ *' + About Four and forty Days after the Autumnal 
" Equinox, the fetting of the ^J>leiadeSy begins the Winter 
" Seafbn, the Time ufually commencing about the Third 
♦« of the Ides of NovemhK'' Cunius's Phrale, StA i^um 
SiduSy fignifies rather, a little before the Rife of the TkiaJes^ 
than a little after, as appears from feveral Places in the fame 
Author ; Sub Lt/cis Onumy a little before Daylight. In 
which Senfe he alfo has. Sub Ortum 2?i>/, Sub Nc&em^ 
and many others, as may be feen by confulting Breinfie- 
tnius's Index. Perhaps he miflook the Time of the Rift of 
thefe Stars, for their Setting 5 for had the Time of their 
Rife been known to him, he could never have been guilty 
of fuch an Eiror : for ^liny fays elfewhere 5 " The Rile 
" of the Pleiades are under this, in fo many Degrees of 
*' Taurus y fix Days before the Ides of May. ^^ • 

10. In that Expedition, Alexander reduced the remaining 
Part of Terfia 5 ♦* " wherefore, on the Thirtieth Day after 

^^ "he 

♦ Cart, ib-rcaf, 3. f Jind, eaf, ^: 17. If J^/ cmp. f. 
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-** he fet forth from ^^fepolh^ he returned thither again j** 
that iSj in the Month of December $ there he wintered with 
his Army, and burnt the Palace. 

11. In the 4385th Tear of the Julian Period^ towards 
the Scanning of the Spring, Alexander again begun to 
porfue S)arius^ (which is worthy Obftrvation^ after he had 

fpven him above a whole Year, to repair the Lofles he had 
iiflained by the War. In the mean while, he received 
fundry RecruitSi whereby he made up the Number of his 
Troops, which had been dimini/hed by feveral Accidents, 
as Battles, long Marches, Difeafes, and garrifoning of 
Forts. He then ieized the Royal Treafure, by the help of 
which, he was enabled to beflow fuch vafl Rewards on his 
Followers, as even to allure almofl all Greece into the Eafkm 
Parts, in hopes of the like : He alfb reduced the mofl fer- 
tile Provinces of the Terfian Empire from whence he might 
ea£ly have a fufEcient Quantity of Provifions convey*d to 
him, when he was in the more remote ones. Wherefore, he 
determined, firfl to * march into Media^ whither f 2)arius 
had fled $ but hearing that Darius had pafled into J/yrca^ 
nia^ he alfo hafled hither, and purfued him till the Time 
of his Death. This mufl have happened towards the Be- 

Sinning of Summer ^ for jUexan^kr purfued Darius with 
^e utmoft Expedition, attended by a fmali Party, and left 
the Bulk of his Army to follow him. 

12. II *^ Ko fboner was he difengaged frt)m Bufinefs^' 
** (for he was always more invincible in War than Peace) 
^ but he abandoned himfelf to all manner of Pleafures $ 
** and tho' the ^effian Arms could not fubdue him, their 
*^ Vices did. He ufed immoderate Banquettings, and took 
** ilrange Delight in fitting up, and caroufing all Night 
•* long. He kept whole Troop of Concubines, thinking 
•* outlandifh FaJhions more delicate than his own." Thus 
he begun to new noodel his Ldfe, immediately^ after 2)arius*s 
Death 5 tho* in ^erfia^ even while Darius was alive, he 
had, more than once, got as merry as a Greeky ( pergrdscatus 
fuerof^ and in one of nis drunken Fits, fet the Royal Pa* 
lace of Terfepolis on Fire. In the Place where he ceafed 
his Purfuit of Darius^ and where he begun his inteolperate 
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Courfe of Lile> he muflered his Captives, and ftpaiated the 
Nobility from the common Sort. 

19. Some Days being thus fpent, * *^ he came to T'iir- 
** tbienBy and in the City Hecatom^hiS^ then in a flourifh* 
*' ing State, founded by the Grecims^ he encamp*d, and 
** had. a Supply of Provifions brought from the Country 
<^ round about them.** A Sedition then arofe among the 
lazy Soldiers of his Army, which having qu^*d, he de- 
camp'd from thence, in all likelihood, about the Middle of 
Summer 5 *^ And the f third Day after, pafi'd thro* ^ar- 
** tbiene^ and entered the Borders of Hyrcania*^ He then 
run a Trench round his Camp, || and had allowed his 
Soldiers four Days to refre/h themftlves, when he received 
the Letters of tfabarzanes. He afterwards penetrated further 
into Hyrcatna^ where he tarried till Autumn, as appears 
fiom Curtm's Words ^ § ** fiefides other kinds of Fruity 
<* wherewith that Country abounded, Apples, of a vafl Big- 
<^ nefi, grew there, and the Soil produced them in huge 
«« Quantities.** 

14. Throughout the whole Country, he met no Enemy 
to give him any Trouble : however, he mnfl* have fbme 
Time to pais thro* it : and the MarA^ their Neighboun, 
were fb terrified at his Approach, that they fubmitted, and 
were received into Friendihipb On the \ fifth Day, there* 
fore, Alexander returned to his Camp. Here, Thdeftril 
( if we give Credit to Curtius^ and the Romantick Writers 
of thefe Stories) ** vifited him, ** and having, by her win- 
** ning Complaifance, engaged him to tarry with her a few 
^* Days, he fpent thirteen with her ; which done, ihe de- 
^* parted to her Dominions, and he march*d towards ^af- 
^* tbiefze'^ Tho' this is every tittle 61ft, and no more dian 
a Flourifh of the lying GreekJings^ yet we may, perhaps, 
gather from hence, that Alexander tarried fome Time in 
Hyrcania^ after the Mardi had yielded him Subje£lion. 

15. Fmm thence, Alexander march*d into SaSria^ 
ft Part of which he fubdued, with much Trouble, about 
the End of Autumn. || || ** In that Country, fiys Curtius^ 
*^ the Army then lay, when the King', who was not only 
*^ undaunted at all foreign Attacks, but full Proof agairutt 
*^ them, had well nigh fallen by a domeftick Confpiracy." 
This was a Confpiracy of his own Soldiers, headed by 

^Cupt. /M.vi. Mp. II. II. c^ i^*. flM,csp:^.2, II 16, cap, 8. 
§ Ihid. lib.yu cap, 4.21. ^ Ihid. €np,f. 11. ** Ibid,cMp,i%. 
tf- Ibid. C4p.e. Ill Ibid. lfb.y&. csp. 3. i.f^c. 
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gphilotas^ the Son of "Parmemo. To examine them then, 
and bring them to condign Punifhment, muft take up fome 
Time : The Winter muft be, therefore, nigh hand, when 
he refblved upon his Expedition into the Country of the 
jSgriaJ^iC, where he arrived the fifth Day after, " and where 
** he continued Sixty Days, new modelling the Afl&irs of 
** the Euergtt^y He muft, therefore, of Confccpicnce, fpend 
the greateft Part of the Winter among them. 

16. The Year following, being 458^, after a Ihort Ex- 
pedition, towards the End of Winter, which, however, is 
not fevere in thefe Parts, the * Aracofii were brought to 
Terms. This migjbt, probably, be in February^ or Marcb^ 
when the Macedonians felt an unufual Cold in that moun- 
tainous Traft 5 for the Cold^ are often felt there, towards 
the Beginning of the Spring. However, whwi the Spring 
came on, it was no Wonder that Jlexander made a new Ex- 
pedition into the Country of f Varapamifus^ where, never- 
thelefi, if we give Credit to CurtiuSy tho' the Spring was 
fbmewhat advanced, (for that, both the Scries of theHi- 
ftory, and the Hiftorian's own Words declare J the Army 
were cruelly afflifted with Cold, However, be it as /harp 
as it would, it could not be lafling, as I have already iai^ 
and Alexander was not yet fo intoxicated with the Thirft of 
Glory, as to expofe himfelf, and his Troops, in the Middle 
of Winter, without any Neceffity, to the Extremities of 
Hunger and Cold, when Darius was now dead, and the beft, 
and by far the largcft Part of the Terfian Empire in his 
Hands. I know HeJJttS was ftill alive \ but would Alexan- 
der^ who was not afraid to give Darius a whole Tear to repair 
his Lofles, be fb terrified at the Preparations of a Prince of 
SaSria^ as not to allow his Army \o much as one Month or 
two, to refi-efh themfelvcs, in the Winter Seaibn ? For, that 
he made fb much Hafte, and expoi^ his Forces to fuch a 
decree, is full as credible to me, as that the " Country of 
** die ^arafamifans lies. under the utmofl Northern Frozen 
« Zone 5" that is, not far from the Norfh Pole. The 
Truth of the Matter is, Curtius^ and the Greeks which he 
copied after, did not fb much resard the Seafon of the Year, 
in their Defcription, a^ the Climate: They wer^ bufy 
dieaming that Alexander was upon Mount Caucajus, and 
in the Depth of Winter 5 and as they had heard Stories of 
rigorous Colds, and fharp Winters there, they magnified 
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every thing in their Rhetorical Way, and therefore trajil^ 
planted the rigorous Colds along with Mount CaucaJuSy al^ 
moft as far as India^ and unluckily placed them in thoft 
Parts, where the Macedonians ought rather to have been 
afraid of the other Extream. 

17. Thence Alexander march*d, with his * Forces, to 
Mount ^arapam'tfus^ which, as we have ak^ady laid, the 
Macedonians call'd Caucafus^ and in the fpace of Seventeen 
Days pafs'd over it. Se[fus then fled beyond the River 
OxitSy and the reft of SaSria fubmitted to Alexander^ 
who alfb pafs'd the Oxus^ and over-run divers Nations, as 
far as f TanAis^ (or Jaxyrtus) and received Homage firoai 
them 5 but not without much Toil and Bloodfhed. Then 
he received an Embaffy from Scythta^ whofe Territories he 
invaded, by croffing the TdnaiSy and worfted them in 
Battle. Thence he returned into Sa&ria, which having 
revolted, he again reduced, as alfb Sogdia^ whofe unaccefli- 
ble Rock he gained by Stratagem. 

1 8. Thus far Curtius carries the Hiflory of Alexander in 
his Seventh Book, without any certain Account of the dif- 
ferent Seafbns : After this, as may be gathered from the 
Defcription of the Cold, in the Sixteenth Seftion of the 
iame Chapter, they fpent the Summer, and Autumn of the 
faid Year there, and perhap Part of the Winter too. || ^- 
rian tells us for certain, that Alexander winterM at Nautaca 
in Scgdia^ and when the Spring approach'd, he march'd to 
the Scgdian Rock. Wherefore the Entrance of the Tear 
4587, according to the Julian Period, may be reafbnably 
placed before the Surrender of this Rock, 

I p. The SogdianSy and all the other neighbouring Na- 
tions being entirely reduced, Alexander return'd to ^ Mara- 
eanday the Metropolis of Saffria^ his Head - Quarters : 
There Clifus was flain, and there he tarried 5 Ten Days, 
according to Curtius^ who then adds, ^* that he difpatch'd 
*' Hefh^sfiim from thence, with Part of. his Forces, into 
" SaSriay to provide Forrage againft Winter 5" as if the 
City Meiiracanda had not men in SaRria. But we will 
pafs by that, to come to an Obfervation about his laying in 
Stores againfl Winter, which Circumftance ought either to 
have been omitted, or exprefs'd in fuch a manner, as to have 
given a clear, and true Idea of what Seafbn he fpoke : For 
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unlets we were aflured, both by the Afts thcmftlves, and 
alfo by Arrian^ that a whole Year was fpent between his 
Expedition againft the TarapamifanSy and the Surrender of 
the Sqgdian Rock^ any Mortal would eafily imagine, he 
were difcourfing of the Winter's Work, the Year before 5 
for what Alexander accomplifhed in the fpace of theft two 
Years, could not, with any manner of Reafon or Probabi- 
lity, be iniagined to be brought about in one. 

20. The Scgdian Rock being given up, the * Majfaget<e^ 
7)ab^^ and the reft of the Sogdians were foon over-run 5 
the fugitive Sa£lrians, with Syfimitres at their Head, were 
reduced to great Streights, and other Anions performed, as 
appears by Curtius: f " Theft beinc accompli llied, fays he, 
** in the third Month, he drew his Army out of their Win- 
** ter-Quarters, and march'd towards the Country which is 
*' call'd Gabaza.^^ This muft be in the Beginning of the 
Tear 4387. A grievous Storm attack 'd them in their 
March, which Curtius^ according to his Cuftom, deftribes, 
HI Language as loud and bluftering as the Storm itftl£ 
Thence, Alexander led his Troops towards the \\ Sac<ey and 
reduced their Country 5 and after this, entering the Province 
over which Cohortanus prefided, he accepted of his Obedi- 
ence, and took his Daughter Roxane to Wife. From that 
Time, he begun to bend his Mind towards leading his 
Army into India 5 and t left he fhould leave any Enemy 
behind him, which might create him Uneafinefs, he order'd 
Thirty thoufand young Men to be gathered out of all the 
Provinces he had fubdued, and brought to him, each com- 
pleady armed, whom he kept as Hoftages, at the fame time 
that he ufed them as Soldiers. After this, he quelVd fbme 
Iniurreflionsy and reduced fbme neighbouring Countries. 
Curtius feems to intimate, as if Alexander received that vaft 
Supply before he entered India 5 for he tells us, that he 
march'd thither, with an Army of 5 One hundred and 
twenty thoufand Men. If this be true, he ought to have 
proclaimed this general LeVy a long time before 5 for if a 
certain Number t)f Soldiers was to be raifed out of every 
Province of his then wide-extended Empire, a whole Twelve- 
month*s Time would hardly be fufficient to bring them toge- 
ther. In the mean time, Hermolaus confpired againft Alex- 
ander^ and fuffered Death among the other Confpirators^ 
his Confederates. 
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21* By this Time, the Summer was, undoubtedly, come^ 
or perhaps in (bme Forwardnefs, when Alexander march'd 
Into India: * Curtius gives us that Expedition at large, to 
the Defeat of ^cruSy but makes no manner of Diftinftion 
of Summer or Winter Seafbns, nor takes any Account of the 
Time which pa£[ed» However, as the Country between the 
Biiver Cofhenes and the Acefines was not large, nor the In- 
habitants wf rli^e, we may fuppofe, they would not detain 
Alexander long, efpecially conndering the Vaflnefs of his 
Army, which he might divide, there, without Hazard. 
They may therefore be fuppofed to have been reduced in die 
Summer and Autumn of that Year. Had Curtius delivered 
himfelf in Terms thus plain, he would have imagined he 
had leflened Alexanders Glory $ but however that be, what 
he has afiferted concealing the Strength and Puiflknce of fome 
of thofe Indian Nations, had appeared falfe and ridiculous. 

%2i. He has made no mention of any Winter Quarters thit 
Tear, which perhaps he might omit on purpofe, becaufe of 
the Warmnefi of the Climate. However, had he well un- 
derftood the Situation of Lidia^ if in no other Part, eQ)e» 
cially in the more Southern Regions, near the Sea^coaft, he 
would hardly have told us, that Alexander waited for the 
Approach of the Spring, as we /hall fee afterwards. From 
thele Tranfa^ions we may reafbnably conclude, that he 
pafs'd this Year, and the lucceeding one, in reducing the 
Indians^ and leading his Army thro' their Country. 

25. The fcveral Occurrences after the Defeat of y^«5, 
as I have alreadv hinted, are very flenderly told by Curtius ^ 
& that we fhali not lay fuch an Epitome of them before our 
Reader : Let him perufe them in the Ninth Book of that 
Author 5 Part of them at leafl, if not the Whole, may be 
brought into the Year 4388. f " When Alexander determined 
** to fail to the Ocean, his Fleet ( which was flationed in a 
** River, Four hundred Stadia from the Mouths of the River 
•* Jhdus) arrived, oii the Second Day, not fkr from a Lake of 
" ialt Water 5 wherefore Leonnatus was dilpatch'd before, to 
** dig Wells in feveral Places, where the Army was to march, 
^ to fupply them with frefh Water, becaufe it was very fcarce 
** in thofe Parts 5 and he, and his Forces, remained there, 
" waiting for the Approach of theSping." It had been much 
better, to have performed that Journey in the Winter Seafon, 
efpecially confidering their Winters are nothing, if compared 

• Curt. cap. 9. to the End of the Eighth Book. f ^^^' l'^- «• 
OMf* 9. 17. cap. 10. 1. (ji»c. 
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to thole m Buropean, Countries, and their Spring mufl needs 
he as hot as the Height of Summer, in Greece. But Curtius 
was all the while under a wondernil Miftake, in imagining 
thofe Coafts of hdia^ where the Macedonians then were« 
to be the Northern Parts of the G)ntinent : ^ ^ The cold 
^ North Winds, fays he, mightily infefl thofe Shores ^ but 
^ they are refbained by high Ridees of .Mountains, fb 
^* that they do not penetrate tar into the inland Parts, infb- 
'* much that they are very firuitfiiL'* He fhould have faid 
the contrary $ for the Indian 0>a{ls are prodieiouflv tor- 
mented witn hot South Wind)), but thoie are check'd by a 
Ridee of Mountains, fo that they do not penetrate fb fiur 
Nortnward as the Fountains of the Indus^ nigh which Parts, 
namely, in Ca/jemifa^ and the neighbouring ICingdoms, are 
irery fruitiiil Trails, well refa^fh'd by Northern Breezes : 
Here, Snows are often feen ^ but on the Southern Mountains 
no Snows fall, by reafbn of the Heat of the Climate. The 
following Paflage in CurtivSy is alfb falfe ; f '* That Quarter 
« of the World, fays he, varies fb much from the refl, in 
« the Seafbns of the Year, that when other Parts are fcorch'd 
<' with ezceflive Heats, it lies overwhelmed with deep Snows, 
^ and when other Countries are pinch*d with piercing Cold, 
" fhe labours under the Torment of unfuflerable Heat.** 
Had that Jndia^ which was known in Curtius's Time, been 
to the Southward, beyond the Tropick of Capricorn^ where 
>Ottr modem Navigators have not yet reach'd, fuch Stuff 
might have pafs'd without Examination. Every body 
knows, that all the Parts where Alexander ever came, were 
on this Side the Tropick di Cancer \ and that in other 
Parts, between that Tropick and the JEquator^ no SnoWs 
•everlall. 

24. His Narration from hence, to the Death of ^/^^^»- 
der^ is flill more abridged, as is evident both from Arrian^ 
Hifiory, and Breinfiemiufs Supplement. However, the 
whole appears to be comprehended between the Year of the 
yulian Period 4589, and the Month of Jpril in the Year 
following 5 for on the Eighteenth Day of that Month, being 
Wednefday^ according to || Jqfeph Scaliger^s Calculation, he 
died at Sabylon 5 tho* ^ames Ujfher will have his Death to 
have happened on the Tw6ity-fecond of May 5 and tDiony- 
fius Vetavius fixes it to the Nineteenth of June. 



^ Citrt. l/^.viii. cap. 9. ii. f I^id, //^.viii. f/»^. 9. 12. 
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25. If any endeavour to excufe Qtrtimy by alledging, that 
the Greek Writers, which he copied from, were not, perhaps, 
more accurate in their Accounts of the particular Times, 
than he, nor could always know, at what Seafbn of the Year, 
feveral Occurrences happened 5 I anfwer fuch, that I do not 
doubt but fome Gree%. Hiflorians may have been as carelefs 
in that refpefl: as Curtius ; but there were, then, Books, out 
of which, whatever Deficiencies were in them, might have 
been fupplied ; the cu BMiXeiAi efn/Kie/A^, or Royal Diary, 
wherein was recorded what Alexander did every Day, and 
where he was. From thofe Records, * Vlutarcb^ and Ar- 
rian^ who came after Curtius^ ( for we imagine him to have 
flouriflied about the Time or Vejpapan ) have illuftratcd 
his Life with many ufefiil Remarks, f The Writings of 
Satm^ and ^iognetm^ were alfb then extant, who defcribed 
the feveral Stations of the Army, throughout the whole 
Expedition, and whom || T^liny^ who was Cotemporary 
witn Curtius^ caUs the Surveyors of his March, and often 

J motes in his Writings* Thofe, Cunius ought to have con- 
ulted, in order to have fix'd an exaft Chronology of Alex- 
andefs Exploits ^ and if any thing had feem*d difficult in 
die Geographical Part, he might alfb have had recourfe to 
them, for Satisfadion. 

i6. I am not ignorant, after at], that Writers do not agree, 
in every Particular of the Chronology of thofe Aflions ; 
and to apply Curtim's own Words, concerning the Diiagree- 
ment of Authors in other Afiairs, to this purpofe ^ *^ (?reat 
^ was either the Negligence, or (which is much the fame 
** Fault) the Credulity of thofe, who collefted together the 
•* fcattered Memoirs of antient Times." But then, thofe 
Differences in Authors ought to have been brought to Light, 
And the moft probable to have been chofen 5 or if there had 
appeared little or no Difierence between the Probability of 
two Accounts, the Author fhould have exhibited both, and 
left the Decifion to the Reader's Judgment. But Curtins 
was more folicitous about the Elegancy of his Style, than 
the Accuracy of his Narration ; and fb were manv rhore of 
the Antients, who, for that Reafbn, are not undefervedly 
cenfured by the Modems. 



* Sec Plutarch, and Arrian, towards the Clofe of AlexanJer's Life, 
f Sec Ger. Joan. VoJJius Je Hift&r.Grdcis, Ub.'vr. caf.^. and the Index 
of lp}c Authors praiied by FUny, 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Quintus Curtius ufes a Declaiming Style^ alrnoji 
' throughout his whole Work* 

'T'HE * Matters ' of Science have, long ago, taught us, 
•^ that the Style of an Hiflorian ought to be a kind of a 
Medium^ between that of an Orator, and common DiF- 
courfe ; fb that there is no need to prcfs that Matter further. 
We fhall now fhew, that Ctinius has been lb far from olv- 
ferving this Medium, that he is perpetually upon the high 
Extream, and ever eager of exerting his declaiming Vein | 
and that he did not chufe thi^ Subjefl, fo much to fhew 
what was true or falfe in Akxandefs Hiftory, or what was 
blamcable or praife-worthy in the Hero, as that he might 
have a fair Opportunity of difplaying the Elegancy of nis 
Style, and his extraordinary Talent irf Rhetorick. A mul- 
titude of Inftances, which we have already brought, would 
be of uft to illuftrate this Matter, fuch as the numerous 
Defirriptioiis which every where occur, and thofe always 
fet forth in a Style entirely Rhetorical : Thus, he has de- 
fcribed many Rivers, and the various Hard/hips the Army 
met with, by Heat and Cold, more than once over, in a 
rough manner. This, Lncian lays, is a Rhetorician's pe- 
culiar Province, and that he ought not to attempt Hiftory, 
whofe only End is to teach, and not to perfuade by Orna- 
ment of Words. " As an Hiftorian, fays Ltician^ you 
*' ought to be exceedingly careful, (in the Defcription of 
•* Mountains, or Walls, or Rhersj not to make a vain, and 
** ilfelefs Oftentation of Eloquence, and omitting the Series 
•♦ of your Hiflory, feem to be otherwife employed. When 
** therefore you nave but juft lightly touched upon thefe 
** Matters, and that merely for Perfpicuity fake, return 
" again to your Subjefl", wifely avoiding the Allurement of 
" fuch Things, as would divert you from the Bufinefs in 
•* Hand." Such a Caution as this, had Curtius carefully 
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minded, he had avoided one Rock, whereon he often flrikes. 
There are feveral other Things in that excellent Treatife, 
2)^ Confiribenda Hifioriay from whence Curtius might eafily 
be criticifed. 

a. His Hiftory may be divided into Two Parts 5 one 
whereof, comprenends the Hiftorical Part, the other, the 
Speeches, which he has wrote in the Names of thbfe, whom 
he has thought fit to introduce, for that purpofe 5 and he has 
every where declared himfelf a much better Orator, than an 
Hiftorian, whofe Bufinefs is not to write what he fays, or 
thinks himfelf, even if he were prefent in the Aftion, but 
what was really fpoke, or the true Intent and Meaning 
thereof. And if we can make it apj)ear, on both thefe 
Heads, that Curtius declaimed, rather than related Fafts, 
we fhall fully perform what we have promifed in the Con- 
tents of this Chapter. 

g. To begin with the Narrative Part, I fliall only pro- 
duce a few Examples, and leave them as a Specimen ror the 
Reader, whereby to find out the reft. Firft, he does not 
fatisfy himfelf with a bare Relation of the Events, but he 
muft run out into Exclamations, and thoie not fhort and 
natural ones, but long and tedious. Thus, having given an 
Account of 2)m«5's fecond Defeat by Alexander^ he adds ; 
*• * What Mortal is able to bear, or what Rhetorick to enu- 
** merate all thefe ftrange Turns of Fortune 5 the cruel 
•* Slaughter of Officers and Soldiers, and the Flight of thofe 
who were conquered ; befides the various C/verthrows, 
fometimes of fingle Parties, and then again of whole Ar- 
** mies ? Fortune may be faid to have brought the Bufinefs 
*^ of almofl a whole Age, within the Compafs of that &igle 
- Dav." 

4. Secondly, Hyperboles are too frequent throughout his 
Work, and thofe not modeft ones, but often ftretch'd to the 
Size of Poetical Fiftions. Thus, after he has counted the 
Forces of Darius j f " Sa&rians^ and Sogdians^ and Indi^ 
** anSy and the reft of the Borderers on the RedSea^ befides 
** Nations whofe Names were unknown to him, whom his 
*f Hafte hindered him from muflering/* This is certainly 
too hyperbolical 5 Nations whofe Names were unknown to 
their Sovereign, efpecially in a Narrative Way. It is mofl 
certain, Darius knew no Part of his Empire better, than 
thofe very Borderers of the Red Sea, whom he mentions 

"'•' " • . ' ■ ■■ . «■ I . 11.. I., I ■ II ■ ■ ; ;■ I 
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among t)ie unknown ones j for they were not far diflant 
from Sabylm^ Sufa^ nor Verfifolts^ the ufual Places of 
the Roval Refidence : The Truth is, they were very far 
diftant nomCurnus*s declaiming Roftrumy and little known 
to him, for which Reafon, he was willing to have his Igno- 
rance father*d upon the ^erfian Monarch. 

5. Alexander not only deigns to weep over the Q)rp of 
fDarius's Mother, but laments for her, as tho' /he had beat 
his ovm. So true it is, that Declaimers can obferve no 
Medium. * ** The King, fays he, was no left grieved^ 
■** than if the News of his own Mother's Death had been 
^* brought him 5 for he was feen to figh, and /hed many 
♦* Tears, and with the Show of a Sorrow which 2)ariu5 
«• himfelf might have appeared in, he came into the Room 
^ where the Corps lay, and her Mother fat by, lamenting : 
** Here, his Griet was doubled, by feeing 2)arius*s Mother 

** upon the Ground. . Whoever had feen him, would 

** have thought him fitter to have received, than given 
«* Comfort, which he refufed, and Suflenance too, Gf(?." 
One may perceive, with half, an Eye, that this is too much. 
Had Alexander been fb tender-hearted, he would certainly 
have ient 2)arius*8 Wife back to her Husband, his Daugh- 
ters to their Father, and his Mother to her Son, ' which 
wc are aflured he never did : The Women would not have 
affifled 7)arius to have renew'd the War. Alexander was, 
therefore, either too cruel in this Cafe, or much too tender, 
in fhedding Tears. 

6. As to other Examples of his Hjrperbolcs, I fhall con- 
tent myfelf with the bare Mention ot them, lefl I fhould 
feem too tedious, by tranfcribing fb much out of an Author, 
which is in every Dody s Hands. See the Defcription of 
Thirft, Swk IV. Ooaf. XVI. SeB. 12. iSc. The Defcrip- 
tion of the Siege oxTyre^ SooklY. CbafAl. £?c. and 
compare it with what Arrian has wrote upon that Siege, 
towards the Conclufion of his Second Book. Compare his 
Account of the Journey over the Mountainous Traft of Ver- 
fia. Lib. V. Chap. IV. with Arrian, Sook III. C*^A XVIII. 
his Dcfcription of Alexander's Behaviour at the City of the 
Oxydracitj Sook IX. Chap. V. with Arrian, Sook VI. 
Chap. IX, X. befides a vaft Number of other Places may 
be found throughout his Hifiory, where the Reader may 
reap a plentiful Harvcft of Hyperboles. 
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7. Thirdly, He not only furnifh^s us with a vaft Stock 
of Poetical Hyperboles, but fbmetimes fwells his Style to 
fuch an immoderate Pitch, that he lofes himfelf, and ieems 
to forget what he aims at. Such is what he fays on Ahx^ 
under*^ Return from the Temple of Hammm j * " The 
" Royal Palace of Memnon and Tithtmui drew thofe, who 
•* were curious in Antiquity, almoft beyond the Sun's Li- 
** mits.'* That Palace of Memncn was no further oflF than 
^hebes^ in Higher Mgypt^ and might eafily have been feen 
by Alexander y had he thought it wprth his while, to ftep a 
little out of his Way, to misfy his Curiofity. But then, 
what can Curthis mean by his Extra terminos Solis ? Sure, 
he ought rather to have faid, Intra terntinos Solis^ that ia, 
between the two Trojpicks, for he muil have gone South- 
ward to it, tho', as I hinted before, not very far. He cev- 
tainly had in his Eye that Paflage of \ Virgil -^ 



•»i^ 



iacet extra Sydera Tellus 



Extra anni Solifque Vias 

Whereby Virgil meant no more, than the Weftem Parts of 
Africa ; and fuch Things are beautiful in a Poet, at th» 
fame time that they are abominable in an Hiflorian* 

8. His Defcription of a Shower, and Cold, in Sodk VIIL 
Chap, IV. is full of Bombafl, which, for that Reafbn, I 
fhall forbear tranfcribing. After he has told us a Story of 
Thunder-bolts, and Rain, and Hail, all coming down toge- 
ther, he thus proceeds 5 '' The whole Army went, by Files, 
" up and down, thro' the Wood f fome, rather for Fear 
" than Wearinefs, fell down to the Ground 5 and the 
** Shower, as foon as it fell, was tum'd to Ice," I /hall not 
here ftand to inquire, whether Hail ufually falls, or Rains 
defcend, or Thunder- bolts are darted down, at the Time of 
fuch exceflive Colds, as he there defcribes, when the- Drops 
freeze as they fall 5 but /hall make bold to a/k, firft, how 
the Macedonians came to be fb violently feared with a 
Storm, that by their Fears alone they became weary, and 
idefpaircd of Safety ? And then, what Defence would they 
find againfl the Cold, by lying upon the Ground, which 
was all covered with Ice ? This whole Sentence has nothing 
in it but an empty Sound, and Jingle of Words 5 but what 
follows is flill worfe 3 <' Some flood againfl the Stumps, 
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** and Bodies of Trees, finding there, at once, a Prop, and 
** Defbice^ and they were, at STi^ht, to chufe a fir Place to 
expire in, when the Cold would let them live no longer : 
It was a grateful Sloth to thofe, who had been (6 much 
fatigued with the Journey, to find an eternal Reft." As 
if Men choie rather to die flan^ng like Statues, than walk 
to get themfelves Heat, and keep them alive, or take the 
Pains to ftrike Fire with Flints ! *^ For the Storm not only 
^ continued its Vehemence, but alfo knew no Abatement. 
But how ftubbom ibever the Cold was, a good Fire would 
have conquered it, or fbme Hours hearty walking rendered 
it tolerable. " But befides the Tempelt, which rendered 
•* the Day as if it had been Night, the Shadinefi of the 
*' Woods contributed not a little to the making all dark 
^^ round them/' Thefe mufl be the Shades of naked 
Trunks of Trees, and bare Boughs, without Leaves 5 for 
there could be no other, at that Seafbn of the Year, when 
the Soldiers, who were bom in a cold Clime, if compared 
with In£a^ and inured to innumerable Hard/hips, were 
ready to die with Cold. But how could the Shade of bare 
Trees, without Leaves, be fb much, as to rob thofe beneath 
them of the Light ? Sure, Curtius was in a Dream here, 
and forgot that when Trees are fully covered with Leaves, 
no fuch Cold as he defcribes, ever happens. ** The King 
^' alone, (for he was the onW Man, among the whole Army, 
^ who was not rendered in&nfible by the Cold^ was able to 
** bear fb great a Misfortune." But what was, at lafl, done, 
in fo great Diftrcfs ? L^flen to the Rhetorician $ *< But 
** Neceffity, which is of more Efficacy, fbmetimes, than 
•* Reafbn, found out a Remedy againft the Cold j for they 
" fell to cutting down tK<^ Wood with Hatchets, and having 
made Heaps thereof, every where about, they fet them on 
Fire.'' Tnefe Macedonians .were.as ftupid, as if they had 
jHprung out of the Barth but a Day before, who could not 
devife a Remedy againfl Cold, but what Neceffity, rather 
than Reafon, forced them to find out, namely, the Art and 
Myftery of kindling a Fire, to keep themfelves warm. 
Curtius might have added mightily to this Miracle, if he 
had told us, that the Fire was not kindled by human Hands, 
rfi>r tho' they were namb'd with Cold, their Brains wero 
fall as numb) but by Lightning from Heaven, as among 
die firfl Men, according to the Poet 5 
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♦ Ffdmen detulit in Terras ntarfafibus Tgnem n 
Tfimitm ^ ipde tmnis Flammarum deditur ardor. 

A Style thus blown ap into Bombaft, becomes infipid. But 
why ihould we wonder at it ^ for CurtmSy elfewbeie^ make^ 
ufe of vaft Circumlocution, to tell us, that the Macedonians 
kindled a Fire, to preftrve them from Cold, f " Their 
« Tents being pitched in a woody Place, before the Walh, 
^ S( Cold more vehement than any they had yet felt, feiz'd 
^* them> for which, the Fires they made, were a very feafbn- 
^^ able Remedy ^ fer having cut down many Trees, they 
** kindled huge Fires : Thefe caught hoki on tlie Sepulchres, 
<* which were of Cedar, and bumf them to the Ground." 
Any other Audior would only have told us, that it was ib 
exceflively cold that Night, that the Macedonians made 
greater Fires than ordinary, to keep themfelves warm : But 
CurtiuSy by endeavouring to raiie an humble SubjeS, by 
mere Dint of a Rhetorical Style, renders his Defcription as 
cold as the Weather. Beiides, what can he mean by his 
Flamma igni alita ? \\ Tanaquil Faber, indeed, reAos it 
Lignis alita 3 but even this is cold, and dull 5 for what 
Occaflon had he to tell his Readers, that the Flame was 
nourifhed by Wood ? Who knew not this before 7 But to 
return to his former Defcription of Cold, the following Pa- 
ragraph is enough to choak any Miracle monger in Europe' i 
^ § Some, they fay, were found (landing againfl the Trees, 
^ not only as it they were alive, but as if they were talking 
** to one another, ftill retaining the fame Poflure they were 
<* in, when Death feiz'd them." Such a Cold, in an Indian 
.Wood, was as fevere, as it could have been under the North 
Pole, and had the fame E£fe£l as the Sight of Medufa*^ 
Head, namely, to turn living Men, in a Moment, into Sta- 
tues ^ but what adds prodigioufly to the Miracle is, that 
they who could fland, feem'd to have no Inclination to walk, 
but had rather fiarve where they flood, than move from 
the Place, to light themfelves a Fire. In the foHowitig Pa- 
ragraph, I &ncy, there is a Fault in the Original, 1^ it 
certainly mufl be fo, 'unlefs Oirtius'% Brains were frozen, 
when he wrote it : *' It hajppened that a Macedonian Sol- 
*^ dier, carrying himfelf, and his Arms, came into the Camp.'* 
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Nothing c4n be more flupid, than his Se^ ^arma Juflen* 
tans : How could a Soldier march any where, without 
fuflaininghimfelfy and^i^rmour ? However, Sartholomew 
il&r«/^'s£dition has fet that right 5* Vix ft (0 armafufien" 
tans 5 either from the Authority of fbme Manufcript Copy, 
or by Conjefture. Several other Retnarks might ftill be 
made, on this Defcription ; but what we have already iaid, 
places the Matter, ib far as we at prefent intend, in a true 
liisht. We will, ther^re. clofe this Obfervation, with the 
Judgment of a celebrated Critick $ ♦ " An unnatural Swel- 
ling ftems to be the moft difficult thing for a Writer to 
avoid 5 for whoever afieft a Loftinefi of Style, and firive, 
by that means, to aggrandize their Subjefl, left it ihould 
feem low and groveling, fwell infenfibly into the othe^ 
Extream, and perfuade themfelves, 

■ 

^' That to fail in great Attempts, is glorious. 

•' However, a Tumour is deftruftive in Oratory, as well a« 
** in the Body 5 it is hollow and fpungy, jind deflitute of 
** good Blood, and often throws us into the contrary Dif^ 
** temper ; for no Drought is comparable to his, who has ^ 
" Drmjfy." 

p. They who afpire too eameflly at an unufual Majefty 
of Style, frequently negleft fomewhat much more material, 
and fell into Solecifms : Such are frequent in Curtius^ a few 
whereof we fhall produce as a Specimen. He enters upon 
his Fifth Book thus ; ** Many memorable Afts were, ih 
** the mean time, performed in Greece^ Thrace^ and Illy- 
** ria^ under the Conduft, and Command of AlexandeTi 
** which, to relate in their Order, would interrupt the 
" Thread of my Hiftory of the Affairs in Afia!^ Whoever 
underftands Latin^ knows, thofe Things are laid to be peN 
formed duSu imferioque ^uciSy which were performed by 
himfelf in Perfon, and aujpiciis Ducis^ which were afted 
by his Lieutenants ; which Word ought to be taken notice 
ot, in this Place, becauft the Speech is concerning Afts done 
by Anrifatery while Alexander was in the furtheft Parts of 
Afia. If Curtius be allowed to be Judge in his own Caufe, 
he condemns himfelf in this, as appears by a Pafla^e 
i/J.VI. Chap. III. 2. where he introduces Alexander fpeak- 
ing thus 5 " Not to mention the lUyrianSj the Triballi^ 
^* Scsotians^ "ithracians^ Sfartans^ Greeks^ and ^ehfonne^ 
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^' fiant^ ibme of whom I fubdued (duSu meo) by my own 
** Condu£l, in Perfbn \ others ( im^erio ampicioque) by 
«* Officers commiflioned for that PtBpofe." Bat even nere, 
the Word Imperio had mtich better nave been omitted, as 
differing little from DuSu. See the Diflerence between 
TH^hi and Au^iciis^ in yufiusLiffius^ De MlitiaRomana^ 
lab. 11. Did. 11. 

10. In another Place, he thus exprefles himfelf 5 * ** In 
» an Inftanty the Shower ceafed 5 but, nevertheless, the 
*^ (Nuies) Clouds continued fo thick, as to obfcure the 
^ Lieht, fo that they could icarce fee one another, as they 
«* talk'd together.'* He ought to have faid (Nebttlas) Mifts^ 
tnftead of ^Nubes) Clouds 5 the NebuUe^ or Mifts, frequent* 
ly defcend to the Earth, the Nubes are higher. I know, 
tne Poets often confound thele two Words, but npt without 
committing an Impropriety in Speech, which Fault is much 
left pardonable in an Hiftorian. Isidore puts this Matter 
beyond difpute $ t ^^ Nebula^ is fo called, as is alfb NulnlOy 
** ab obnubendo Terram^ from obfcuring or darkening the 
'^ Earth, or becaufe when it mounts aloft, it compofea 
** Nubes ( Clouds ) : The moift Vallies exhale Nebulas^ 

•* Mifts, which bwome Clouds for Nebula fall low in a 

** Calm, and rifing high, the Air proves nubilafn^ cloudy." 
And thus Livy has it; " A Morning- (>feWtf) Mift,. which 
^ obfcures the Earth, as the Day goes forward, rifes aloft 
♦• into {Nubes) Clouds.'* 

11. There is one Impropriety very frequent in Curtius^ 
and that is, his calling the Royal Tent, or Pavillion, by 
the Name of Regia : Which Word, undoubtedly, fignifies 
a Palace, and was never ufed for a Tent, by any other Au- 
thor, ^aulm ^iaconm tells us, that R^ia is the Houfe 
where the King refides. Curtim had, therefore, much better 
have caird it Reghtm T^ntorium^ or ^netmntn. 

iz. But there is no Impropriety of Speech Jefs tolerable 
throughout his Book, (if the Paflage be uncorrupt) than 
what he relates of ^ioxifpuSy when he calls him, || " A 
noble Champion, who, by reafbn of the en^imiam virtu- 
tern FirmnZy was both well known to the King, and wdl 
received by him." No Author upon Earth ever faid 
virtutem Virium before : but as one Manufcript in the 
Palatine Library has virium Adagnitudtnem^ I imagine it 
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ought to be wrote eximiam Virtutem^ nnriumque magnitU'' 
4Unem 5 for thus 7)iodorus Siculus fpeaks of this Dioxifftis^ 
and his Antagonifl 5 * ** As both of them were extreamly 
•* remarkable, as well for their Strength of Body, as Cou- 
" rage, it was thought, that the (Smbat between them 
•* would prove like thofe of the Gods." ^ I am not ignorant, 
that Virtus is fometimes ufed to denote the Properties or 
EflBcacy of a Thing, as when Phyficians difcourfe (de Vir^ 
tmbus) of the Properties or Qualities of their Herbs, or 
Medicaments 5 but Virtus virium is a Phraft which no 
Author ever ufed, befides himfeli This manner of ff tak- 
ing can be defended no way, but by calling it a Grecifm 'z 
fer among the Greeks^ any Property is term'd i^ii, and 
perhaps it may not be improper to iay, Sii liv Jitt^ipncnf 
df%vif 1^®-, propter eximiam virtutem Virium, as Q^lato 
iays, Jt ceptnyV mxneutc^ frcpter frafiantiam formes Reifuh^ 
lic^. £ttt Curtius never ^ems to gape after Grecifins ib 
much, as to introduce a Manner of ipeaking altogether out 
of U&, and almofl unknown among the Latins. 

13. Fifthly, C«m« J falls into the common Fault of the 
f Declaimers of his Age, which was to be abundantly too 
full of his Apothegms, or wife Sayings, which he not only 
introduces ;in his Speeches, but throughout all the Narra- 
tive Parts of his Hiftory, as well dirraly as obliquely. I 
fhall not trouble my Reader with Examples of this 5 they 
are every where to be met with, and diftinguifhed by hav- 
ing their firft Word printed in Capitals, in fome of the 
fincft Editions of his Work, that they may be known, even 
to School-boys. I fhall only add, that lefl the too frequent 
Number of direft ones fhould difguft the Reader, he has 
fometimes brought them in, in a negative nianner, tho' 
hereby, for the fake of Variety, he has almofl ruined the 
Senfe. Thus, for Example, fpeaking concerning thofe, who 
had flain Varmenio, and who were alfo accufed of other 
Crimes, before jilexonder, he fays 5 || " Many of j^lex- 
** ander^s Friends rejoiced, that Vengeance was fallen upon 
** thofe Minifters of Vengeance, neither can any Power 
** acquired by unjufl Means, remain long in PMefiion.'* 
The dircft Meaning is, ** No Power acauired $y unjuft 
" Means, can remain long in Pofleffion : And thus the 
Senfe is fully and clearly exprefTed. But in order to intro- 
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duce it in a negative manner, and fit the whole Sentence to 
one Event, the general Words therein contained ( to fpeak 
logically) ought either to be changed to particular ones, or 
omitted. He ought, therefore, to have faid,— - " They 
" rejoiced, that Vengeance was returned upon thbfe Mlnr- 
•* fters of Vengeance, and that a Power thus acquired by 
" unjuft Means, was not lafting :" For other wife, when it 
is exprefled in general Terms, notwithftanding it is wrefted 
into a negative Form, it ftill {lands aloof off from the Body 
of the Sentence, and feems quite of another Piece. 

14. Theft, and fuch like Things, are worthy of diligent 
Obftrvation, for fear we Thould lay a Strefs upon fiich 
Paflages, as are unfitly or unaccurately exprefled. Thus, 
for Exaniple, Cnrtius exprefles himfelf, concerning Darius's 
Flight after the Battle of IffisSj * " Pear fell upon the reft, 
*^ and they betook them to their Heels, and fled, fbme one 
** Way, fbme another 5 they then threw down thoft Arms, 
** as an Hinderance to their Flight, which they had, juft 
** before, put on, to fecure their Bodies from Danger : the 
** fame Fear feized the aiixiliary Troops." The Sentence 
in the Original is, jfjeo Tavcr etiam MUxiKa formidahat. 
Some Dutch Editions have changed the laft Word into for- 
midat : And thus that excellent Critick I'anaquil Faber 
imagines it ought to be read 5 f ** It is, fays he,, a Sentence 
•* which belongs to all Men, in all Ages 5 tor whoever quits 
** his Poft for Fear, will naturally throw away his Arms, 
** for the fake of Expedition/* 6ut the fame Reafbn holds 
good for an Alteration in the former Paflage, which none 
has yet attempted to make. 

1 5. I nc)w come to his Speeches, and dare averr, no Au- 
thor of the fame Bulk has fuch a Number of direfl ones, 
as Oirtius : but before I enter upon this Talk, I mufl afiure 
miy Readers, that I am entirely of the Opinion of thofe 
Gentlemen, who would have all Speeches, as well direft 
ones, as others, omitted in a grave Hiftory, unlefs they 
A^ere really fpoke, Word for Word, or, at leaft, be the un- 
feigned Sentiments of him who fpoke them. || I am n A to 
be told, what learned Men have wrote upon this Subje£l, 
to perfuade us, that an Hiflorian may lawfully put Speeches 
into the Mouths of thofe, concerning whom he writes, not 
fuch as they really fpoke, but fuch as they might have 
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fpoke, or fuch as the Hiflorian judges they ought to have 
fpoke, as fitteft for the Matter in hand 5 tho* at the fame 
tinac, they own, that moft of thofe, fuppofed to make 
Speeches, are far inferior to the Writer, in Eloquence. I am 
alfo fenfible, that many of the Antients have interfperfed 
fuch Speeches throughout their Hiftories 5 but if we have 
a Value for Truth, the Elegancy of the Speeches we read 
there, (even by their own Way of arguing, who approve of 
them in Hiftory ) is enough to prove their Illegitimacy : for 
lean fee noReafon, why a Man who requires fuch ftrift 
Truth in all other Parts of Hiftory, fhould be willing to 
allow of Lyes in fet Speeches 5 and I can never be brought 
to think it any lefs Lye, to make a Man fpeak what he 
never fjpoke, becaufe he ought to have fpoke it» as to de- 
fcribe nim doing what he never did, merely becaufe he 
ought to have done it. Were it probable, that the Perfons, 
whofe Lives or Aftions they write, made ufe of the feme 
Reafbns, or the fame Motives, which the Hiftorians afcribe 
to them, in the Speeches they make for them 5 yet, at leaft, 
thofe Hiftorians ought to fpeak themfelves, and give their 
Readers a Caution, that thefe, or the like, were the Rea- 
fons, wherewith thofe (whofe Lives or Aftions they write) 
were induced to do, what then they did. If they aflied in 
this Manner, none could complain of being mif led by them, 
notwithftanding their Judgment or Penetration might, fome- 
times, fall ihort of what it ought : The Reafons above- 
mentioned will obfeure no Light, which can be afforded to 
Hiftory, neither will any left Advantajye accrue to the 
Readers; for nothing can be feid in direfl Speeches, which 
may not be exprefled as fully, and commodioufly in feme 
plain narrative Way, by a due Ch^in of Reafoning. 

16. Such fiflitious Speeches are fb far from advancing 
Truth, which ought to be regarded by an Hiftorian, as the 
chief End of his Work, that they come not up even to Pro- 
bability : for what can be imagined more abfurd, than to 
introduce Idiots and Barbarians expreffing their Minds in 
Terms full as elegant, as if they had fiudied Rhetorick all 
their Lives ? What can be more ftupid, or ridiculous, than 
to hear all, whom an Hiftorian introduces as Speech-makers, 
haranguing with the fame Force of Eloquence ? and this 
not only the Readers of CurmiSy but of all Hiftorians of that 
Stamp, may take notice of. If Cuftom would argue for 
thefe Things, fure Reafon, and even the Obfervation of 
UDecorunfy plead ftrongly againft them, and complain, that 

[f 3J Truth 
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Truth is fb fer from beiDg illuftrated by fuch Ornaments of 
falfhood, that Ihe is, thereby, evidently corrupted. 

17. From the iame Caufe it happens, that injudicious 
Hifiorians o£fend againfl the Rules or Probability, another 
Way : Wherefore CalliftheneSy who is cited by Atben^sus^ in 
his Difcourfe of Machines, advifed him, " who propofes to 
♦* treat upon a Subjeft, by no means to wander from it 5 but 
** frame his Difrourfes fui table, as well to the Perfon, as to 
^ the Circumftances of Time, and Aftion." But when 
Hiftorians beftow their own Eloquence on all, they not only 
make the Learned, and Ignorant talk alike, but as their Wit 
^nd Difpoiition is tum'd chiefly one Way, and they do not 
eafily afiiime thof& of others, ot various fiorts, *all, into whofe 
Mouths thofe Speeches are put, {peak not their own Senti- 
ments, but the Writer's. In Curtmiy all are Declaimers, 
and fpeak the* Writer's Senfe of Things, and not their own s 
Sarins declaims ; Alexander declaims 5 the Soldiers de- 
claim 5 even the * Scythians^ the rudeft, and moft illiterate 
of all Mankind, fall upon us with Rhetorical Flouriflies^ 
This brings to my Mind the Story of a Family who were all 
Singers : Thofe who wafli'd the Feet of the Guefls, ftruct 
up an Air, and were anfwered by thofe who pared their 
Nails, and cut their Corns j If a Boy had a Requeft to 
make to his Father, it was done in a mufical Strain, and 
feme other immediately join'd in the Chorus, infbmuch 
that you would have taken it for a Nurfery of ^antwnv^es^ 
rather than an ordinary Family. Thus, in CurtiuSy all ^^ 
eloquent Men, and Rhetoricians, all pour forth whole Vol- 
lics of wife Sayings, upon every Occafion, and, oft^mes, 
without any vifible Occafion at all. 

18. This is not all, for as foon as Hiftorians have once 
accuftomed themfelves to this Liberty, they, infenfibly, fell 
into p^reater. They, who are wont to accommodate their 
own Wit, and their own Manner of fpeaking, to the Speakers, 
by degrees begin to beftow their own Prudence and Caution 
upon the Aftors, and contrive the Circumftances of Hiftory 
to fuit their own Inclinations,, whenever they find them 
otherwife, in antient Authors 5 and by this means, Hiftory 
is, in a great meafure, changed to Romance. And if a 
Writer of this fort, happens, at any time, to be deficient in 
his Knowledge of the Things, Times, or Places, he not 
pnly intrudes Lyes upon the Publick, but fcmetimes Stories 
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inconfiftent with the Nature of Things. Has my Reader a 
mind for an Example of this fort, from Curtius f I will 
fiirnifli hiixi with a couple : The firft is, that remarkable 
Saying of Orjines^ Governor of Terfagad^^ who * met the 
** King, with Store of all kinds of choice Gifts, not only 
** for himfelf, but his Friends 5 and when he had beAowed 
** Prefents upon every one, beyond what they could have 
** expefted, except Sagoas the Eunuch, who was Alexanders 
•* Paramour, and conftquently his Favourite, and being told 
by fomc, how dear he was to Alexander ^ anfweredj that 
he beftowed Prefents upon the King's Friends, and not his 
Catamites, and that it was not the Cuftom of ^erfia^ to 
** ihcw Regard to a Man who had fubmitted to the Lewd- 
** nefi of another : Whereupon, the Eunuch made ufe of the 
Power he had acquired, Dy Wickednefs and Debauchery, 
to procure the Death of a Verfian truly noble, and deferv- 
ing." This Anfwer of Orfines was really generous, and 
might have fuited a Macedonian 5 but the Mifchief is, no 
^erfian could fpeak thus, who knew that 2)ariu$ owed his 
Kingdom to another SagoaSy and had been too familiar even 
with this. How could Citrtius perfuade himfelf, that a 
^erfian Nobleman, who had afeended to the higKeft Ho- 
nours in the Kingdom, could be ignorant of this, when 
many f Greek Authors have recorded it ? and he has not 
pafi'd it over ; for thus he introduces Alexander fpeaking, 
in his Third Book 5 || " Even Darius himfelf did not o&- 
♦* tain the Kingdom of ^^rjia by Inheritance, but was 
*• placed upon the Throne of Cynis^ by the Afliftance of 
** Sagoas, an Eunuch.** And in the Tenth Seftion of the 
very next Chapter, in one of Nabarzanes^s X»etters, we are 
told^ that ** 2)^r/tt5 having flain S^^(?^5, excufed himfelf of 
** the Fafl, by telling the ropulace, that he had been guilty 
«* of trealbnable Praciices/* And again, in the Twenty- 
third Seftion of the Fifth Chapter, among other Prefents, 
wherewith Nabarzanes is faid to have endeavoured to ap- 
peaft Alexander^ one, in particular, was ** Sagoas^ an Eu- 
^ nuchof fingular Beauty, and in tnevery Bloom of Youth, 
** with whom Darius had already been familiar, as Alexan- 
" ^er was afterwards." + T'eridates^ an Eunuch, wai alfb- 
a V^vowxittof ArtaxerxeSy as Mlian aflures us in his Hiftory 
of Affafia. From thefe Inflances, every one may perceive, 
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that Curtius feigned an Anfwer contrary to the Nature of 
the Thing, by endeavouring to hammer out a S^ech 
worthy of a Defcendant of CyruSy and one raifed to the 
hisheft Pitch of Honour in the Empire : Or if the Cafe was 
ptherwife, and that he did not make the Speech, he tran-r 
icribed it from fbrnebody elf^, who was as ignorant of the 
Matter as himftlf, 

19. Curtius is ovcrlavifti of his Gifts to Alexander^ and 
by beflowing too much Forefight upon him, makes him 
give very foolifh Directions, when we are fure none fuch were 
given ; confidering how well the Matter was known among 
the Macedoniani at that Time. " Alexander y fays he, a little 
*' before his Death, grafping vaft Things in his Mind, had 
*' determined, as foon as all the Sea-coaft, towards the Eaft, 
^* was reduced, to invade Africa icoxyi Syria^ being offended 
" at the Carthaginians^'^ and to do other'Thingrs in the Weft, 
which Curtius givps us an Account of, Sook X- Chap. i. 17. 
Which Expedition, thus conceived in his Mind, that he 
rtiight be able to bring about, " He gave Orders to the 
" Governors of Mesopotamia^ to cut down Wood froip 
?' Mount LibanuSy and convey it to Thapfacut^ a City of 
*' Syria^ there to lay the Keels, and build large Ships, all 
** of them off Seven Banks of Oars, and thence, carry them 
** down the Stream to ^ahylon,^' I fhall not fay, that he , 
ought rather to have fent this Order to the Governor of 
Syria^ under whofe Jurifdiftion Mount Zibanus was 5 but 
who cannot perceive the glaring Folly of our Rhetorician, in 
pretending to build Septireme Gallies upon th^ Euphrates^ 
that, from Syria^ they might go agaipft Africa^ which is in 
the Mediterranean ? However, the Matter, you may fay, is 
not altogether fo bad as it appears to be 5 for Arrian^ in bis 
Seventh Book, aflures us, that that Fleet was defigned 
a^^ainft the Mabians^ and to plant Colonies along the ^Per- 
fan Gulph ; and perhaps Curtius intended the fame, by 
thofe Words, " All the Sea-coaft towards the Eaft, being 
*' overcome." However that l)e, the Matter was worthy to 
liave been explained by more Words, to havp avoided all 
Ambiguity 5 for otherwise, CurtiiiswWi be brought in guilty 
pf an unpardonable Error in Geography, who could be in- 

f Whoever knows what a Stplreme^\C\^ is, will cafilj grant, that 
pone fuch can iail out of the Euphrates. The very largeft Veflcls, 
which Arrian mentions, were no bigger tljan ^uinqueremef, and (^ 
dicfe there were only two. Arrian, liS,vil, caf. i^. 
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daced to believe, that a Fleet might {ail out of the River 
EuftfrateSy by a Ihort Cut, to Cartbage: But that he be- 
lieved this, feems very probable, by the Bignefs of the Shifw 
there mentioned 5 for tew bigger were ever feen in the Medi^ 
terranean^ and none fo big were fit for the Channel of the 
JEufbrateSy and I'igris. 

ao, Thefe Remarks we have thought neceflary to make 
upon the Style of Curtius 5 and we could have illuftrated 
them with more Examples, or have profecuted the Matter 
much further, had not his Hiftoty been in every body's 
Hands, and what we have laid fb apparent, that whoever 
underftands Latin has no occafion to oe told, that our Ob- 
fcrvations are iuft. However, we have not here gone about 
to detraft, either from the Elegancy of his Style, or the 
Roundnefs of his Sentences, or endeavoured to deter Boys 
from reading him, only let them read him as a Rhetorician, 
where the Style is chiefly to be confidered $ and let them 
alfb, if they pleafe, collect from him as many wife Sayings 
as they can ^ they are much too frequent, tnroughout the 
Work, and generally injudicioufly placed. However, I 
would not have them to look upon him as an Hiflorian, flu- 
dious of Truth, whom they may confide in, nor, by any 
means, propoft him as a Pattern for their Imitation through^ 
out, if they defign to make a Figure in that fort of Know- 
ledge. 
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CHAP. IX. 



Quintus Curtiiis rather frai/ed Alexander^j; 
excejjive Ambition^ than difpraifed it : Some 
famous Paffages of Seneca, and Lucan ton^ 
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S Hiftory is intended not {o much for Delight as Infiru* 
6lion, Hiftorians ought cautioufly to oblerve its Laws, 
and either condemn the Vices of him, whofe A3s they 
undertake to rehearfe, or, at leafl, defcribe them in fuch a 
Manner, that the Reader may know them to be Vices, and 
deteft them as fuch : Nor is he only to be told, that tho{e 
are Vices, which are flagrant, and confpicupus, but fuch alfb 
as are more iecret, and lurk under the Mafk of Virtues. 
Among the firft fort, were the Drunkenneft, Pride, and 
Cruelty, which appeared in Alexander after 2>ariush Death, 
which Curtius often condemn'd : But of the latter, was that 
infatiable Thirfl of Sovereignty, which fpurr'd Alexander 
on, to make War, not only againfl the ^erfians^ but a vaft 
number of other Nations, who had never injured him, nay, 
who had hardly ever heard of him before. In that Cafe, 
his Pride, Injuftice, Cruelty, and Ignorance of himfelf, were 
join'd with fuch a Contempt of all divine and human Right, 
that nothing could be a worfe, or more deflruflive 'Crime. 
This was the Caufe why innumerable innocent Families, 
Cities, and Nations, were cruelly and inhumanly ravaged, 
fpoiled, and, fometimes, put to the Sword. Great and po- 
pulous Kingdoms, by this fingle Vice of his, have been deli- 
ver*d up to infblent, luftflil, cruel, and rapacious Soldiers, 
and Governors. Notwithflanding all which, mofl of the 
Greek Writers of his Life, are fb fir from condemning thofe 
Devaftations and Robberies, that they have defctibed a 
haughty Monarch, and a blood -thirfly Army, (becaufe they 
committed their A£lions boldly) as a Race of Heroes; and 
Curtius comes not a whit behind them, in that Cafe 5 for 
how rnuch he approved thofe Crimes, is manifeft, by the 
exceffive Encomiums be has pafs'd upon them : But if ho 
had b^en as well verfed in £thi(;ks, as he would h^^e us 

believe 
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believe him to have been, he would have made ufi of tfaoft 
mighty Numbers of moral Sentences^ wheretvith he hat 
interlarded his Work, to a better Purpofe^ and have wiped 
off that adulterate Daubing, wherewith a parcel of chat* 
tmng Greeklwgs had be{mear*d him, and not fu&red him- 
felf to be ib hurried away with the vulgar Cry, as to drefi 
up the moft execrable Vices, in the Habit of Virtues, and 
commend them accordingly. Even in this Cafe, he has 
fhew'd himfelf a Declaimer, by following outfide Appear- 
ances, and applauding Things which pleafe the Vulgar^ 
rather than thoie whicn give Satisfaction to the Wife and 
Judicious. 

2. But fome may, perhaps, obje£l, that we require thofe 
things &om a Heathen, which never came within the reach 
of a Heathen's Knowledge. This we can no way better 
confute, than by producing the Teflimonies of Heathen 
Authors, antienter than Curtius: Their Sentiments of thefe 
Matters, are fit to be read here, and every where 5 for even 
at this Day, fome Chriflians are not much better fighted 
than he 5 wherefore, we fhall not thinkonr Time ill Jpent, 
if we tranfcribe the Paflages at large 

5. Tint arch tells us, that Arifiotle wrote fome Letters to 
^exander^ to allay the Pride of his Heart 5 and I wi/h he 
had tranfcribed them throughout ; for from them it would 
have plainly appeared, what that Philofbpher, who beft 
knew nim, thought concerning him. The little which y/tt- 
tarch has given us, is very obfcure 5 but it was, perhaps, con- 
trived fb on purpofe to exercife the Faculties of the furious 
Youth to whom it was directed. " It is not fb much allow'd, 
Ikys he, to thofe who govern a large Empire, to think 
thcmfelves great, as to thofe who have true Notions con- 
^* ceming the Gods." Such noble Sentiments are of excel- 
lent Ufe towards publick and private Enemies. 

Fate throws the wretched Race ufon tnir S'xcrdi. 

Ko lefs excdlent is Jgefilavs^s Saying of the Terfian 
King, who was flyled Great : ** None, fays he, is greater^ 
** than I, unlefs he be better.'* Ariftotle^ it I judge right, 
aim'd chiefly at thefe two Things $ firft, that they ought 
not to grow proud, who had conquered vafl Countries, as 
Alexander \i^^'^onty unlefs their Piety towards the Gods 
was alfb eminent, which it is notorious Alexander's was not, 
^e b^ing always ambitious of af|>iripg to an Equality with 
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them: And, fecondly, that no Glory was juftly due ta 
thofe, who fway'd vaft Empires, unlefs they were alfb juft, 
and beneficent, neither of which Alexander was : For IFwe 
compare Kis Beneficence with the Miferies he brought ur»on 
the innocent, he will never avoid being deem'd the Rod of 
divine Vengeance, to far was he from being eftecm'd the 
Darling; of^Mankind. For thofe few Soldiers, or Blood- 
Hounds, for a few Whores, Sycophants, or Tyrants, whom 
he enrich'd with Gifts, or held in Favour, how many Thou- 
iand Men, and whole Families has he ruined, plundered, 
cruelly tormented, and butchered ? All^ who durft attempt 
to defend their own Pofleffions againfl his Rapacioufhefs, 
were rendered miferable 3 and therefore Arifloth could no 
way better defcribe that mifchievous pifpofition of his, than 
by one of Homer's Verfes, which he puts in the Mouth of 
^chilles^ jufl fuch another hair-brain'a Youth as himfelf 5 

Fate tbr(nvs the ijcretched Race upm our S'words, 

feeing he bad made innumerable Parents childlefs, by flaying 
their Sons, in the Flower of their Age, while they were 
endeavouring to defend their Country, in a juft and lawful 
War. None, fure, will fay, that that Man is juft, who 
grafps at all, and claims every thing for his own, who ima- 

fines he alone was born to univerfal Monarchy, and that all 
lankind befides, ought to boW their Necks to receive his 
Yoke. Such a one might be excellently drawn, in thofe 
two Lines which Horace intended for the Pourtraiture of 
j^chilles 5 

Impigery iraeundus^ inexorabilis^ acer^ 
Jura negat Jibi nata^ nihil non arrogat Jrmis, 

De Arte Foetica. 

iSuch a one, were his Empire never fb wide, you may well 
pronounce lefs than the Spartan King, oblerving the Bounds 
of Juftice, according to the wife Judgment of Agejilaus. 
That this was Arifictle*s Opinion, I am induced to believe, 
tho' it be but darkly hinted at, becaufe, perhaps, he was 
, afraid of his haughty Pupil's Rcfentment. 

4. I cannot forbear wifhing,, that Cicero's Books de Re^ 
fiiblica^ were extant 1 We might there, undoubtedly, read 
the true Sentiments of that great Man, concerning Alexander^ 
as mav be gathered from a Fragment, prefervcd from the 
Thir4 Boojc of that Work, by lionius jifar^ellus: It is t^ie 
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Anfwcr of a Pyrate, whereby j^kxander might leam, what 
Difference there was betwixt himfelf and fuch Men. " For 
•* wh€n he alk'd the Pyrate, By whofe Authority he durtt 
" infeft the Seas, with one Gaily ? By the fame, anfwered 
** the Pyrate, wherewith you infeft the World." I doubt 
not but Cicero allowed the Anfwer to be juft, becaufe that 
Grammarian gives us this Sentence out of the fame Book $ 
«' It is a kind of unhappy Slavery, when we fee thofe Things 
** which we have a Right to, Sin another's Poflcffion.*' 
Which Words may well be applied to thofe free People, who 
were forced to floop to Akxandefs Yoke. 

5. But now give Ear to Seneca^ who attacks his infatiable 
Avarice much more warmly, (for I pafi by his other Vices) 
and condemns it : " When that great Conqueror of the Eaft, 
** lifted his Heart above Mankind, the Corinthians or Mega- 
<* rians ient an Embafly to congratulate him, and witha],com- 
** plimented him with the Freedom of their City 5 and when 
" he fmiled at this, as a ridiculous Ofler, one of the Embafla*- 
** dors told him, they had never ofiered the Freedom of their 
** City to any but to nim, and Hercules 5 whereupon he freely 
** accepted the propofed Honour, not fo much confidering 
** thofe who had made him free of their City, as himfelf, thus 
** made free." A Man thus devoted to the Purfuit of .Glory, 
without knowing its NaturCj and Tendency, and tracing the 
Footflteps ofHerculeSy and SacchuSy without knowing where 
to flop, when he»went beyond thefe, look'd upon flie Au- 
thors of his Honour, as only Sharers with him thereini as 
if he had gain'd Poffeffion pf all that he vainly graf^'d lA 
his Mind, becaufe he had reach'd further than Hercules t 
*' * To whom, fays Seneca^ could that mad Touth be liken'd, 
** who had only a fortunate Rafhnefs, inflead of true 
** Courage ? Herctiles conquered nothing for himfelf 5 he 
" pafs'd over the Earth indeed, not to enflave it, but to fet 
*♦ it ftee. Whom did he overcome ? He^was a Scourge to 
** Tyrants, a Defender of good Men, the grand Appeater of 
•* the Earth, and Seas ! But this Man XAlexanaer) was a 
•* Thief and Robber of Nations, from his Infkncy; 
" the Defiroyer of his Friends, as well as Enemies; who 
*« placed his chief Happinefs in being deem'd a Terror to 
** Mankind, without confidering th^t not only the fierceft, 
•* but fbmetimes the mofl: fluggifh Animals, are dreaded, 
** for their evil Difpofitions." 
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6. As this was jHexOfidefs Ambidon, and all his Defigui 
tended this Way, it is Ibmetfaing fixange^ that Curttus 
ihWld introduce him^uft before the Battle of JJfiiSy callinj? 
his Soldiers, * the Aflerters of the World's Liberty, as it 
the Macedonians had ever had the Liberty of any Nations 
at Heart ! However, Alexander continued not long in that 
Mind 5 for he, ibon after, ipeaks his true Sentiments, in a 
quite contrary manner, and tells his Followers, that ^* they 
*^ were to pals beyond the Bounds oHHerculei^ and Bacchus^ 
^ and not only lay their Yoke upon the VeffianSy but all 
** other Nations." So that theft Aflerters of the World's 
Liberty, were now making War with a Defign to impoie a 
Yoke of Slavery upon all Nations. But as Hercules was 
mentioned, zndCurtius compared the Macedonians to him, 
he was obliged to call them the Jfferters qf the Werl£s 
Liberty^ but Truth afterwards forced him to change his 
Note, and reprefent them as defigning to impoft their Yoke 
upon the World. Thus, Declaimen, who are daily accuC* 
tomed to mix Truth with Fiflion, are not always confifient 
with themftlves. But now let us return to Seneca. 

7. Left our Readers Ihould imagine, that fuch a fevere 
Paflage flipt unadvifedly, or accidentally from Senecah Pen, 
he falls as fevcrely upon him, in other Places 5 f ** Tho' 
*^ Alexander^ fays he, extended his Qmquefts beyond the 
^ Red Sea^ he wanted more than he had; won : For even 
*' thole Provinces were not his own, which he had overcome; 
**^ and held in Pofleflion, whil^ Onejkritus the Admiral of 
'^' his Fleet, was in Search after new Lands^ and endeavour- 
f* ing to find frefh Wars on unknown Shores. Was it not a 
'* certain Sign that he was poor, who mufl pufh his Con- 
quers beyond the Bounds of Nature ? Who wilfully 
plung'd himfelf into an immenfe, unfathomable, and un- 

^ difcover'd Ocean, to fatisfy the unreafbnable Demands of 
^ his Avarice? What Advantage gain'd he by all the 
^ Nations he over-run, and all the Kingdoms he made 
** Tributary to him ? What Things he coveted, thofe he 
•* wanted/* 

8. And in his One hundred and nineteenth Epiftle, he 
exclaims full as bitterly againfl him ^ ** That Man, fays he^ 
V has never too little, who is (atisfied with what he enjoys $ 
^ and none can have enough, who is not fatisfied. After 
" the Conqueft of Harius^ and the Indies^ Alexander is 
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^ Hill poor : He ieeks other Kingdoms to conquer ^ he 
*• fearches unknown Seas, fends forth new Fleets into the 
** Ocean, and, if I may be allowed to fay fo, burfts thro' 
** the Barriers of the World. The Bounds of Nature are 
^ not flrong enough to confine his haughty Mind : He wiU 
^ fiill find lomething to covet, after all his Conquefls. Such 
'* is the Blindnefs of our Underflandings, and fuch is thr 
** Forgetfulnefs of all, of their narrow Beginnings while 
<* their Ambition fpttrs them forward ! He who was, but 
*^ lately. Lord of a fmall, and inconfiderable Comer of the 
" World, and held not that without Trouble^ returns now 
** from the remoteft Parts of the Earth, thro* his own Terri* 
•* tones, and is not yet contented." 

9. From thefe Inflances, it is evident, that Ahxandef^ 
infatiable Avarice of others Properties, and the Boldnefs, and/ 
Arts he made ufe of, in invading them, join'd with the 
Power he had, which he converted to mifchievous Purpofes, 
were his &r greateft Crimes, and the more deflrudive, the. 
further they extended ; yet notwithflanding all this, if we 
will liflen to Rhetoricians, and Poets, they were heroick 
Virtues, whereby Alexander was almofl entitled to a Place 
among the immortal Gods. They alledge, that all his other 
Vices were fb qualified by thefe, (which were really Vices 
themfelves, fcreen'd under the borrowed Names of Courage, 
and Military Knowledge) that they fcarce allow him to be 
tax*d with them. Tlius, to fee the Folly of the World I 
fmall Vices fhall be excufed, for the fake of thofe of a'deeper 
Dye, as if they fhould fet a Man at Liberty, who was ac- 
cufed of Theft, becaufe he had committed Murder. 

10. 'Tis true, Seneca could never forgive Alexander that 
heinous Crime of putting Callifthenes the Philofbpher tO" 
Death 5 and it is plain, he look'd upon this, as his greateft 
Crime, and which all the Anions of his whole Life, how- 
ever praife-worthy, were not able to palliate : " This, fays 
•« he, is an eternal Blot upon Alexander's Name, which no 
** Valour, nor any Succeis in War will ever wipe off." Foe 
fhould any one fay, He flew many Thoufand Verflans^ he 
would add Callifthenes to the Number : Should any fay. 
We flew Darius, a great Monarchy in VoJ/eflion of a large 
JSmfirCy he would immediately fay, and Cauiflhenes: 
Should any fay, He conquered all the^Sea-coafts, and even 
fearch'd it with new Fleets, and extended his Empire from 
an Angle of VThrace^ to the utmoft Eaflern Limits of the 
Earth, he would add, *' That notwithflanding he had fur- 
^ paiS^ the Examples of foroler Kings, and Generals, all 
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*^ the great A£b he performed, will not attone for that fitigld 
« Crime of putting Gi////?ifewe5 to Death/* 

II. To the Examples already given, we ihall add oni 
more 5 for as often as any fhall fey, * ** He was endued with 
** incredible Courage, and Refblution, Conftancy in endu- 
** ring Labours and Travel, and Patience almoft abovt 
•' what became him ; befides, with Valour not only above 
•• what is common in Kings, but even beyond that of thofe 
** who made the Military Art their chief Employ 3" we 
fliall objeft, that his Avarice of other Mens Pofleflions and 
Properties, was alfb incredible, and infetiable : Nothing was 
fo facred among Men, which he trod not under Foot 5 no 
Danger was fb fjreat, which he would not attempt, nor any 
Labour fo exceffiye, which he would not undergo 1 fo that 
Thieves, Robbers,* and Pirates, who, by the Delperatcneft 
of their Circumftances, are neceiCtated to take up thefe vile 
Praftices tor their Suflenancc, are not to be compared with 
him. As often as we hear him harangued for " his Libera- 
" lity, in beftowing more than we even aft of the Gods 5 
** his Clemency towards the Conquered 5 fo many King- 
*< doms, whicn he had won by the Sword, either returned 
** to the former Princes, or given away, as Gifts 5 and above 
** all, for that confiant Contempt ot Death, which ftrikes 
** fuch a Terror into others 5]' we fhall, without Hesitation, 
reply, that he was profiife of what he had acquired by Ra- 
pine, and often beftowed his Favours upon the Unworthy 5 
• that Towns were fpoiled, and Kinj^doms ranfack'd, that he 
might lavifh away the Wealth otothers, among a parcel 
of Sycophants, and Blood- flickers, who were about him; 
that he was merciful only to fuch as fhew'd themfelves ready 
to receive his Yoke, notwithftanding they were entitled, by 
their Birth, to the fame Freedom as the Macedonians 5 that 
his Contempt of Death, was an EfFcft of Frenzy, Which, to 
fay nothing worfe, run thro' all the Afts of his Life 5 and 
lauly, if he had any Appearance of Virtue, it was by no means 
to be compared with that eternal Luft of Spoil, which hurried 
him on to invade the Rights of all Men, unlefi they were in- 
ftantly deliver'd up to him : When Death feiz'd upon this 
common Enemy of Mankind, he was preparing, after he had 
fubdued the Eaft , to drown the Weft too, in one Inundation of 
the Blood of its Inhabitants, unlefs they yielded a fpeedy Sub- 
jeftion tohim,tho*moft of them had never heard of his Name, 
nor knew in what Quarter of the World Macedonia flood. 
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I a. But we have no occaiion of ufing Arguments of our 
own, to fhew that JUexander's Exploits rather blafted his 
Memory amoi^ wife Men, than raifed it | an<|, pn that Ac 
county wc fliallhear how * Lucan treads in the Steps of his 
renowned Uncle, and with his Words, conclude this Seftion. 
•Thus he fings of the Sepulchre of jlleotander, which was to 
be ften in Alexandria : 

There the vain Tomh^ who made the WcrU bis Trize^ 
Tbatfro^ytm^ Rskber Alexaiuler, lies. 
When J^i tying Deaths at letJgtb hadjreed Mankind^ 
To f acred Refi his Smes were here conjigrfd : 
His SeneSj that better had been toffd and burPdt 
fVithmft Contempt, around the injured World. 
Sut Fortune Jpafd the Dead^ andfartial Fate^ 
For j^eSf fix*d bis Pharian Empire's Date. 
Iff ier aur long kfi Liberty return^ 
Tba$ Carcafs is referv^dfirfublick Scorn : 
If ow it remains a Monument confeft^ ] 

How one proud Man, could lord tt o'er the reft. 
To Macedont a Cmter of the Earth, 
The vafi ambitious Spmer vtxfd bis Sirtb .: 
There, foon, hefiorn'd bis Father's humbler Reign t 
j9nd viewed his vanquifo^d Athens with Difdain > 
3}rivn headlong on, by Fate's refiftlefs Force, 
Thro* hAsi^s Realms he took his dreadful Omrfe; 
His rut hie fs Sword laid human Nature wafte. 
And D^olation follow' dy where hepafs'd. 
Red t Ganges bltip'd, and fam'd Euphrates* Floodf 
With PerAan tbis^ and that with Indian Sloodt^ 
Such is the Solt which angry Jove employ Sy 
When, undiJUnguifijing, his Wrath deflr^s : 
Such, to Jmnkindy portentous Meteors rife. 
Trouble the gazing Earth, and blaft the Skies ^ 
i3or Flame, mr Flood, his reftlefs Rage with/land^ 
iJor Syrts unfaithful, mr the Lybian Sand : 
(/er Waves unknowuy he meditates his Way^ 
j4ndfeeh the boundlejs Empire of the Sea 5 
Bven to the utfnofl Weft he would have gone, 
' Where Tcdiys^ Zap receives thefetting Sun \ 
^____^__._ - ■ ■ ' ■ " — ■ — .-^■^- — ^ 

* Lucan, lib, x. ver, ip. c^r. 
f *Tis pity but Lucan had named the S^Jafpef here, inftead of the 
Ganges, becauie there happened a great Battle upoa the Banks of the 
;Jormcrf but Alexander never reach'd the latter, 
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AmHtd each ^de^ his Circuit 'vooiUd htpue made^ 
And drunk from ficret Nile'; remotefi Head^ 
When Nature's Hand his mid Atnbition ftay*d. 

RowE. • 

1 3. After all this, none, I hope, will be able to fay, that 
we derogate too much from Curtius^ a Heathen, when we 
affirm, that he ought to have fix'd a Brand of Infamy upon 
Akxandefs Robberies, if he had not rather fought after 
the Charafter of a Declaimcr, than that of a grave Hiflo- 
rian. This we only aim'd at here j for we never defign'd-to 
comprize a Hiflory of his Life in this Compafs. However, 
Cf/r//«5^himfelf once (lightly touches this Mooter, in a Speech 
of the Scythians^ wherein they are introduced (peaking thus 
to Alexander ^ * •* Thou, who boaflcft of thy coming to 
« reprefs Thieves, takeft all the Kingdoms by Stealth, 
" where-cver thou comefl." But he ought not to have 
touch'd the Matter fo tranfiently, and pafs'd it over thus» 
with one oblique Glance, but have dwelt upon it largely, 
and explain'd nimfelf fiilly, and freely upon that Subbed: 5 
he ougnt alfo not to have put it thus into the Mouths of 
Alexander'^ Enemies, but to have fpoke it in his own Per- 
fon ; the Reflexions of Enemies, upon that fcore, being 
infufficient. 

14. Thefe are our unfeigned Sentiments concerning Cur- 
tiuSj and whoever will take the Pains to form a true and 
exaft Judgment of them, will eafily difcern, that they were 
not wrote with any Defign of bringing an elegant Author 
into Contempt,- but out of a fincere Love ot Virtue and 
Truth, and a Defire of advancing Learning, and affifiing 
the Youth, who lay out their Endeavours that Way. This 
we can fafcly affirm, that we have given none any jufl Occa- 
fion of bringing our Veracity in queftion, throughout this 
Work : However, we were call'd upon, fbme Years after it 
was firft wrote, to defend ourfclves, which we did in French 
in the Third Volume of Sibliotheque Choifie^ to which we 
ref^r our Reader. We alfb wrote fomething upon this Sub- 
jef):, in a Preface to ^edo AlbinauanuSy and fhall ihiu:efore 
make an End here, left, by too many Arguments, we fhoiUd 
leem to intimate, that the Cafe was flill difpntable. 
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CHAP. X. 

ji Defence of Mr, Le Clerc from the Cenfures 
of Mr. Perizonius, In his Treatife tntitled^ 
Quintus Curtius yindicatus^ 

AS I have already tranflated Nin^ long Chapters (roth 
Mr. Le Oerc^ 1 hope my Readers will allow me to add 
One of my own, which I defign as Obferyations on fbme 
Reflections of Mr. ^erismius upon him. I fhall not pre- 
fume to croud all the Objeflions, and Replies, which have 
been made on both Sides, into this imall Compafs^ let it 
fui&ce, that I here prefent them with a brief Aniwer to fbme 
of the moft material ones, and fhall refer my Readers to the 
Originals thennielves, for further Satisfaftion. Mr. Verir 
zontus entitles the Treatife which he has written on this 
Account, ji Vindication of Quintus Curtius $ but his De- 
fign was leveird at Mr. Le Gere ; and he has fpared neither 
Time nor Pains to gather together whatever was poffible> 
againfi him. 

Firfl then. He accuies him with writing too fharply, too 
bitterly, with tod little Candour, and with treating ^intus 
CurtiuSy whom he had owned to be an antient Author, with 
too much Severity, in his Cenfure. To which I ahfwer, if 
he has advanced little or nothing againfl him, but what all 
his lateft, and beft Commentators, and even Mr. Verizmius 
himfelf owns to be juft, I am of Opinion, that inflead of vin- 
dicating the Reputation of Curtius^ by that Treatife, he has 
fhewe^ that the Cafe is either defperate, or he is a weak 
Reafbner, and unfit to manage it. If any fhould afk me, 
To what purpofe are thofe fliarp Cenfures upon an antient 
Author ? I would reply, That they are fet up as Buoys or 
Beacons, to warn future Hiflorlans &om running upon the 
Shelves and Shallows, where their Predcceflbrs have fufjEr'd 
Shipwreck. The greateft Glory any Author can receive, is 
from the Approbation of an impartial Critick, after a flrift, 
and thorough Examination > and none can be either afraid 
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or afhamed of being brought to the Teft, but fiich as are 
confcious of their pwn Detects, and Inabilities. 

2. He has b^^wed above thirty Pages in telHi%us, that 
Mr. LeClerc his accufed divers Granwnarians, -Rhetoriciafis, 
and I Jcnow not who, of want of Humanity, and feveral 
other Crimes, when he is guilty of much more flagrant ones 
himfelf. AU ftis nlay be trlie s, 1)ut as neither I, nor 
Qjtintus Curtius are any ways concem'd in the Cafe, we have 
no Bufibefs to croud burfelvesfoolifhly into their Qi(arrel. 

3. He freely owns, that Cttrtitis underftood little of Geo- 
graphy, and, on that account, made ffequent Bhmders; 
and yet he endeavours to defend him, f. 117, Yi8, ^tip. by 
alledging, in the firft place, that Curtius^ Indeed, tranfcrib*d 
this and that from the antient Greek Hiflorians^ but the 
Queflipn i?, whether he believed them himfelf? ■' If 
he delivered that for Truth, which he did not believe hiin- 
felf, his Readers, inftead of becoming wiler by his Book, 
muft, of Confequence, grow the greater Blockheads. Se- 
condly, He tells us, uxz-tturtius Was neither to write a ne^ 
Hiftory, nor to b^fpatter the aptient Hiftorians, who aiEfbrded 
him Materials : That mpfl of the Antients had given Ac- 
counts of Things, much the fame with, what we find in his 

Work. Admitting the Truth of all this, he cannot be 

juflified 5 for 0/r//«/i*s Accounts of Things are far more 
romaptick, and remote from Truth, than uiofe of moflof 
the antient Hiflorians; and if fbme ot the Greek Writers 
publilhed Rbmance for Truth, all did not 5 and whoever 
fets up for an Author, oocht to be careful, not only who 
ben^uotes from, but what he tranfcribes from them ^ other- 
wife, he is anfwerable for their Errors, as w^ll as his own. 

4. He fays, Curtius is not to be blamed for aflertiiig, firfl, 

. that Alexander miMcVAi with his Army, over Mount y^«r4- 

famifuSy and fuflfered great Extremities of Cold.^— ; — No, 

certainly.' Secondly, that as it was in November^ it 

was no great Wonder, if^the Tops, and North Sides of the 

Mountams were covered with Snow. — • Who ever fidd 

it was ? ■ This, with a few Refleflions upon Mr, Ze 

ClerCt tak^ up above a dozen Pajges ^ but then the grand 
Pinch fiill remains, and I defire him to anfwer, firfl, How 
could Alexander^ and his Followers, find InhaUtants whofe 
Huts, or Hovels, lay wholly covered with Snow all Winter } 

. And, iecondly. What could be the Reafpn of ,fb vafl a 
Darknefs, by Day, in fb Southerly a Latitude > See Curt, 
vind. f. ill. to 140. 

5. He 
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5. He then falls foul upon Mr. Le Oerc^ f. i47'rfbr 
affignin^ the 2odi Degree of North Latitude, fer the Seat of 
Ae Oracle of Hammon^ inftead of the 28th.-*— What can 
be the Cauie of this, I cannot find. I have Mr. Le Clerc\ 
Judicium die ^into Curtio now by me, and it is as plain 28, 

as ever was either printed or read. He then {k)py Arrian 

agrees with Ct^tius, in the Defcription of the FruitfiUnefi of 
the Soil, and Temperature of the Clime there.—— But the 
contrary is apparent, from his own Words, lib, iii. ^. 161. 
Slancard. ** The Temple of Hammon^ fays he. is every 
** way furrounded with huge Waftes, and thirfty Sands $ 
" neverthelefi, in the midft of thefe, is a finall Spot, ( of 
" about forty Furlongs, where broadeft ) which is ftock'4 
" with fair Trees, (viT^.) Olives, and Palm-Ti;ees, and the. 
* Soil is watered by a Fountain not fer oflE** — — ► Now, 
whoevcr-can find the wonderful Mildnefs of the Skies, the 
fp^ilins of the Seafbns, and the perpetual Spring here, mufl; 
either nave fharper Eyes, or a more pregnant Fancy, than I 
can pretend to. 

6. Mr. ^erizcnius owns, p. 148. that Gla^eanuSj Rade^ 
ruSy I¥einJbsmiuSj I'dliefy and Cellarius^ have all been upon 
Curtim\ iBack, on account of his falfe DefcriJ)tion of the 
Countries round the Temple oi Hammon ; and therefore h^ 
wonders why Mr. Le Gere fhould give himfelf the Trouble, 
cither to find new Faults, or animadvert afrefh upon the 
old ones. He then pleads, th^t the Antients knew very 
little of the inner, or midland Countries of Jfricdy and en- 
deavours to excufe Curtius. where he is unable to defend 
him. 

7. He fiys, Curtius is no more to be condemned ^r giv- 
ing a flrange Difparity between the Numbers flain and 
wounded, on one Side and the other, than moft other Au- 
thors. — ' — Where their Numbers are as extravagant as his, 
they afc, undoubtedly, as much to blame as he. ■■ ■ He 
then gives us jfeveral Keafons, why the Vanqaifhed Ihould 

fall in far greater Numbers than the ViSors : But 

fuch a monltrous Difparity as One hundred thoufand, to fall 
on one Side, to One hundred and eighty-two on the other, 

is incredible. He brings us an Inftance to prove, what 

Multitudes have fallen in one Battle, out of the Cibn»;;/V/cjr, 
\hap, xiv. ver. 17. where Abia is faid to have llain FWe 
hundred thoufand IfraeliteSy tho' he had not fo many Sol- 
diers in his whole Army.— I fhall not pretend to critlcife 
upon that Paflage, becaufe I underftand not the Original: 

[g }] However, 
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Hpwever, as the whole Extent of the Territories both of 
J^Toel and Judah was not much bigger than Wdei^t and as 
it is there (aid, that the King of Juiah brought Five hun- 
dred thou&nd Men into the Fields and the King of ICrael 
Eight hundred thou{and> I muft beg leave to lufpend my 
Belief concerning thofe Numbf rs^ tiu I can be aflured, from 
ibone able Critick in the Language, that they are the fame 
in aU Copies. See the Remark on Curtius^ Smken. lib, iii. 

8. Mr, f^QerCy in his Criticifm, chap. 3. ii. lays, that 
Curtius ought fieqiienthr to have told us, he did not believe 
an he wrote. Bqt, lays Mr. TerizoniuSy f. 118,119. it 
would have beei^ the mofl flupid, and fenfelefi thing imagi- 
nable, for him to have tpld us this, over and over again. 
This Remark would be very juft, had he ranged all His 
Truths at on^ End of his Book, and his Lyes at the other, 
and told us, once for all, that we might believe the firft 
Parcel, but not the lafl. As they lie how promifcuoufly 
huddled together, I defy any Reader upon Earth, without 
making ufe of his own Judgment, to diftinguifh which is 
Romance, and which true Hiflory. 

p. As ^o th^ Defcription of Hook'd Chariots, tak^n notice 
of by Mr. LeOerc^ in his Criticifm, chaf.s^^ Mr.-*!Periz(h 
nius nas very judicio^fly fpt his Mafler Curtius right, after 
there had b^n a vaft Difj^ute about it, and fhew'd us plainly, 
that he may be defended in this Artiple. He has alio drawn 
u$ the Figure pt a Chariot- Wheel, according to Curtius\ De- 
scription, which ihews, at leaft, that if the Antients had no 
fuch Chariots in reality, they might have had them, ther^ 
being now no Obfcurity in the Dpfcription. 

10. He has laboured hard to bring Curtius pff from Mr. 
j[£ Clerc*$ Cenfure in his Criticifin, ehaf, 4. 5. but I am of 
Opinion, he has mifs'd his Mark : *' What, fays he, cannot 
** a Plain be vaft, unlefs it be unbounded? "——^ Tes, cer- 
tainly.—— But then, if that Plain be as wide as an Eye can 
reach, it is fuifHcient to contain any two Armies, that #v^ 
march'd into a Field, with Room enough for them to fight 
pn. However, it is evident by Curtiufs Defcription, that 
the moift Hills hindered the Macedmians from viewing the 
Army of tlie ^erjians 5 therefore the whole wa$ not level, 
and his Af count tl^ereof is ^lill imperfe^, and unfatjt^ 
fadory. 

ir. He tells us, f. 128, 129, jjp. in Anfwer to M^ Le 
Ckrc*% Criticifm, chaf. 7. >5. that tho* the Writings of 

- . _ «• • • ^ 
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S^etcn^ and 2)iiJgnetus were then extant, yet we have no 
Reafbn to {upjpoie, that they, gave Accounts of Countries, or 
the Stations ot the Army any ways difieient from Curtius. 
—If they did not, Eratofthenes ai^ and after him Strdbo^ 
both which Authors wrote before CurtiuSj and fb, for any 
thing we know to ^the contrary, might ^lutarcb^ and Ar^ 
rian too. 

12. This is faid, or thought to be an Error of Tranfcri- 
bers, by mofl G>mmentators, and that jintipater ought to be 
fubftituted, inflead oi Alexander. See Criticifin, cSaf. %. 9. 
Of this Opinion is Tan. Faber^ Teliier^ CellariuSy and (P/- 
tifcus. However, Mr. ^erizonius^ f, 78, 79, 80. undertake 
firom fundry Inftances from the Claffics, to ^Qve, that the 
Antients u{ed the Words Imferium and U)u£lus indifie- 

rently. Be that as it will, Cunius's Error fWl remains 5 

for Alexander was then in the utmofl Pstrts of the Eaft. 

1 9. We now come to the Subjefl of his iet Speeches, 
which Mr. Le Clerc has animadverted upon, chap, 8. 14, 
15, id, 17, 18. Mr. Terizanius endeavours to excufe Cur* 
tiuSf or at leafl to palliate the Matter as much as ooflible, 
by telling us, p. 92, 95, 94, ^^, that Mr. Ze Clerc nas not 
fufficiently diftinguifhed between Hiftory, and Commenta* 
ries, or the bare Journals or Materials from which a regular 
Hiftory is afterwards formed. He owns, that in Commen- 
taries every thing ought to be juft, and everv Speech to be 

^nuine, or, at leaft, as near as poiTible 5 out then, for a 

[iftory to appear fo, would be meer Patch-work. He adds, 
that fometimes Speeches are too long to be in(erted ^ and 
that a Hiflorian may take the Liberty to alter what he 
pleafes, he thinks juflifiable by the Example of Divines,, 
who, when they are requeftcd to print a Sermon, (eldom 
print it cxaftly as it was delivered out of the Pulpit. To 
which I anfwer ; Firft, If an Hiftorian muft, and will inter- 
lard his Work with Speeches, let them be given us exaflly 
as they were fpoke ; tho' I am of Opinion, he had much 
better onut them, and introduce what Hiftorical FaAs they 
may contain, in a Narrari je Way. Secondly, If any Speecn 
be too long to be inferted mto a Hiftory, the Hiftorian has 
the Liberty of abridi^ing, but not ot new modelling, and 
altering it. And, Thirdly, Tho* a Divine may really take 
the Liberty to alter any Part of a Sermon of his own com* 
pofing, to make it appear the more advantageoufly to the 
Publick> he would take it very much amifs, if another Per- 
ibn was* to prefume to dp it for him, and much worfe flill, 

• Cg4] if 
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if a Sttanger Ihould dart to pnblifli a Sermon in his Name^ 
which he nev^r either preach'd or thought of. 

14. We ha^ a long Stdry in Mr. Veris^us, to bring 
C»rtim ofiT dear firoih Mr» Le Clerc^t Accufation, in his Cti« 
ticifin, chcf,^, i8. He t^Iis us, /. pp. That a ^erfion 
Kobleman, who had beeil railed to the highefl Honourt^ 
and who had had the moft exa£t Knowledge of Afiairs^ 
caight nsaktt a Speech like that ; for Who mould hinder 

Jiim h- — Who indeed ! He then proceeds 5 Have not 

Thoufiinds made fbolifh Speeches, or ill-timed ones \ and 
might not an unreafbnable Soumefs, or Odentation, or an 
imprudent ,Vani ty, caufe him to utter fiich Thii^s?— — 
Ay, that they might, or any thing elfe. ^exan/ter could 
' not immediately tye his Tongue 3 and ib long as he had it 
at Liberty, he might fay as proud, or as fbolifh Things as 
he would. But then Mr. Le Gere itAght have added one 
thing more, to have ftrengthened his Argument, which is, 
that Arrian afliires us, towards the Conclufibh of his Sixth 
Book, that he was accufed of robbing Temples, defacing 
Monutnents, and caufing many innocent VerfiAnS to be put 
to Peath 5 for which Crimes, jikxatkler cauied him to be 
crucified. 

15. Mr. ^Perizonins plainly tells us, f. 106. in Anfwer to 
what Mr. Le Clerc haa advanced in his Cntscifm, chaf. 8. 
If* that Curtius was not £0 great a Fool as not to know, that 
Mouht LibanuSj and the City l^hapfucus^ were both in 
Syria y and on that account,' he owns, it might have 
bceil proper to have feot thofe Orders to the Governor of 
Syria. But who knows, fays he, what Reaibns Alexander 

bad, %o do what he did ? Or who knows, lay I, what 

Reaibns Cnrtius had, to write what he wrote ? ■ Per- 

haps, fays he, the Governor of Syria was then abfent, exe- 
cuting his Commands elfewhere, or perhaps he was one of 
thofe, who had been guilty of Male-Adminiftration, and, 
when he heard of Alexanders Return, fled away, for fear 
of being called to Account j for furely, fays he, if Curtius 
had not found the Circumftance thus, in the antient Greek 
Authors, from whom he copied, he would never have added 
it out of his own Head* Perhaps both of his perhaps's 

may be to no purpofe. The firft Governor of Syria^ whom 
Alexander appointed, was ArimmaSy and him he difpof- 
feft'd, for aiming at Sovereignty, as Arrian affures us, 
lib. lii. /. 1^8. mancardy and deputed Afclefiodorus^ the 
Son of Euni<msy to govern in his flead. This Afil^odons 

i« 
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it i^in mentioned as brii^iag Recruita to Alexondif at 
Zarta^aiTt Saffria, lib.iv.f.ij^ andagain,//*.iT.A2(ro. 
iriMrcbe isnird tfadOomnaraf ^irii. Now, utetbe- 
cmM of him iifterwftrds, is bard to luiow j but u vc haw 
nciHiii^ more of hiia, I am of Opinion, be continued in hta 
Gomnment dll Aiexaader't Death, and then wa« fet a£de^ 
in theoeneralDiTifion of the Empire; for all Authors amtv 
ttiat i^ris waa then given to tamedon the Mtykman.— 
He tfacB faHc heavy upon Mr. Le Gere, for iofinuatjng, in a 
Il&igiital Note, that the Mootht of the Tigris and Suplrates 
were not fit to receive VeHels fo ki^ as Seftiremes, uid 
brii^ an Example from Idvy, Hb. xlv. 55. of a Ship with 
Sixteen Banks of Oars, drawn up the- Tiber as high as Rjmu. 
This may, perhaps, as he fays, be one of the E£fe£ls of 
hafty Wnting. However, there are fo many excellent Re- 
marks contain'd in that Criticism, that we may very well 
excule this, and an hundred other fi&all Errors, if there 
were fb many, (ot their £ikes. 

Mr. 'Periz-omui made ibme Objeflions againft this Criti- 
cifm, in his AninudveriioDS upon Mlian, tag. 718. 
Thefe were anfwered by Mr. ZeOerc, under the Teign'd 
Name of TfeeoJoras Gerailus, in his Prefece to VeJo 
j^binffoams. Mr. fmzmus wrote a Reply, intitled, 
A Fimiicatim tf Quintus Curtius, i§c. This was fiilty 
anfwered by Mr. Le Qerc, in Sibliotbeque Chafie, 
Tom. iii. p. 171, ^c. fince which Time we have heard 
nothing of it. 
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R R IAN affiircs us, lib. i. cap. ii. (and 
indeed all Authors agree with him) that 
AhxandtT deduced his Pedigree from Her- 
cules by the Father's Side, and from 
Achilles by the Mother ; and as the clear- 
ing up that J'oint, ffofar as it is poffible, 
at this Diflance of Time) may be of fbme Uft tt> our 
Readers, we fhall prcfent them with a brief Account of the 
Royal Stemm, from Reineccius^ who feems to have given 
it with the utmoft Accuracy and Diligence, He has, in- 
deed, begun with Alexander himfelf, and traced it back- 
ward ; but I chufe rather to begin with Hercules^ and 
Acbillet, and prefent them in the fame Order as they ap- 
peared in the World. In the firfl place, thcrcfijre, 
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Ij[£RCVL£s had a Son 
nanied Temenus^ (sls is 
eviiient from the Frag- 
ment of a Satire in Soh 
liger's Additions to £u- 
febius^ /• 37a. j fi^ni 
whom came the Race of 
the lemenida^ who held 
the Kingdom of Argos 
for a long Time ^ of which 
Family was 

C A R A N I7S, an Argive by 
Birth, the Founder of 
the Macedonian King- 
dom : Who were his Pa- 
rents, is not known, any 
further than that he d^* 
duced his Pedigr^ from 
Imenus the Son oiHer- 
ctdes. 

C JE N u s, the Son of Ca- 
ranuSy and Father of Ty- 
rimaSy reign'd in Macedo- 
nia Twelve Yf^ars. 

Tyrimas reign'd Thirty- 
eight Years, and left the 
Kingdom to his Son ^er- 
diccas. 

PERDif:CAp, the firft 
King o(Mdcedoi2y gt his 
Death (hew'd his Son 
the Place where h<s, and 
his Succeflbrs, /hould be 
interr'd ; and fbretol<^, 
that the Kingdom fhould 
remain in mat Family, 
as long as that wa^ done : 
On which Account, fbme 

vainly 



AciiiLLEa, the Son of 
^ekus and T^betis^ by 
tPeidamiOy Daughter to 
tufcomedei King of 4$^- 

. fuSy begat ^ Son, whom 
l>e nampd ^yrrbus. 

Pyrrhvs, the Son of 
Acbittes by LanajfOy 
Daughter to Oeo/UuSy of 
th^ Race of the Hera-^ 
pliddpy^ begat Vyrrhus^ 
who is fuppofed to have 
died young, and Alenai\ 

V from whom proceeded 
the Family of the Alem- 
de^ as alfb JStbneJlus^ 
whence came the Fa- 
mih of the Etbneftie f 
beude five Daughters. 
By Andromacbe, HeQor's 
Widow, he begat Mohf- 
fuSj from whom the Peo- 
ple of Epifus were named 
Mdkffl^ as alfb fPielus^ 
and Amfbiatus^ furnam'd 
^ergamus. 

P I E L US, was alfb called 
^ylades: How manySons 
he begat, is not known ; 
but that he left fbme, is 
certain, bfxaufe ^aufa- 
nias aflures us, that the 
^yrrhus who waged War 
with the Romans derived 
his Pedigree from him. 

A L c o N, married Agarijla 
Daughter to Ot^hene% 
the Sicyonian* His Pro- 
genitors are unknown, 

excepting 
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vainly imagine that the 
Family became extinft 
in Akxanier^ becaufe 
he was interred clfewhere. 
See more of this in /fero- 
^omi, /. 8. c. 137. where 
he gives us that Story 
fbmewhat different. 

A It G jc p s, King of Ma- 
cedoniOy routed the Sly- 
rianSt who then made 
War upon the Macedo- 
nians^ having deceived 
them with a bacchanal 
Entertainment. 

P H 1 1 1 F , the firfl King of 
that Name, King of J[fo- 

ceJonia. 

A £ R o F u s, King of itf^- 
cedonia^ an In£)t» was 
carri^ ioto the Army 
in his Cradle» by the 
Macedonians^ who were 
then hard put to it by 
the Illyrians^ and the 
Event anfwered their 
Hopes. 

A L G £ T A 6, Kin^ of Ma-' 
cedmia^ reign'd Twenty- 
nine Years, and left for 
his Succeflor 

Amyntas the Firft, 
King of Macedonia^ who 
being overthrown by Me- 
gabazus the ^erfian^ Ge- 
neral to 2)arius^ the Son 
of JHjyJlaffes, left Jlex- 



excepting only that it is 
evident, he wa« one of 
the Race of ^ePus. 

A D M E T tr s. Ring ofJSpt' 
rwj, (to whom Tf^emjlo- 
eles fkd) of PMfia his 
Wife, begat a Son named 
jifytxfias^ 

A R Y M B A 5, was educa^ 
2X Athens : After he came 
to the Kingdom, h^ 
framed Laws, cftablifhed 
a Senate, appointed an- 
nual Magiftrates, and re- 
gulated the Affairs of 
the Commonwealth. He 
Js alio caird ^hatym- 
has^ Tharytas^ and "TbO' 
rypuSy according to the 
uiual Variations of proper 
Names. 

A L c E T A s, King of j& 
firuSy being exnell'd by 
his Subjefls, fled to Dio- 
nyjius King of Sicily^ 
and returning to his own 
Kingdom, begat NsoPtth 
lemus the Father of O- 
lymfiaSy and Aryhhas^ 
who waged .War againft 
his Brother, and forced 
him to allow him a 
Share in the Kingdom ; 
and then marrying TroaSy 
his Brother's Daughter, 
he begat Alcetas^ who 
reign'a after him, as alfb 
JEacides the Father of 
^yrrhus. 
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^n/ier his Son, furnamed 
tife ^i^chj ani Socrus^ 
whoifeSpn Mslesger be- 
i^t jbpice. Mother to 
K]ngfP/0foi^, and Gy- 
gt^if, who, by one Sth 
^areSi a ^eryfew, brought 
forth Amyntas^ on whom 
A;i?rjipe5 bdflowcd Alaban- 
da^ a Qty of^brygia. 

A&.Exa^^^DER, King of 
Macedama^ fumamed the 
Ricbj and ^hikllen, who 
waged War againfl A^r- 
^mpf, ^iiSEit^erfiani^ be- 
gat a iSon call'd ^erdic- 
eaSf and jScetaSj who was 
afterwards flain by Ar- 
chdauSt the bale Son. of 
9erdt€ca$^ befides a third, 
whom he named Vhilif. 

P H 1 1> I p, fumamed I'hUr^ 
raleus^ being expell'd out 
of his 'Kingdom of Ma-- 
cedma by his Brother 
Terdtceas^ died in Exile, 
leavins one only Son be* 
hind him. 

A M Y N ¥ A • the Second, 
King of Abcedonia J who 
was twice expeird out of 

* his Dcmiinions, and as 
often reftorcd, of JSwry- 
dice^ an Syrian Woman, 
bc^t Alexander y the 
Third of that Name, 
King of Macedonia 5 
^Perdiccas the Third , 
whofe Son AfnyntaSy by 
Cyna the Daughter of 
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of ^iTUS^ who Thared 
his Territories with his 
Brother Arybbas^ begat 
diat Alexander who mar- 
ried Cfeo/i^^r/i, the Sifter 
of Alexander the Greats 
and who carrying his 
Arms into Italy^ there 
died 5 as alfb lieaptole^ 
ynuSy who accompanying 
Alexander into AJia^ was 
the firft who mounted 
the Breach at the flotm* 
ing the Qty Gazay Ar- 
riany lib. ii . cap. 1 7. He, 
after this, held the King- 
dom of Mfirtts fbme 
Time, but was, at laft, 
flain by ^yrrbus, Arib- 
baSj wno bafely violated 
the League he had en- 
tered into with Jjeofthenes 
againft the Macedonia§zSz 
TroaSy who was married 
to her Uncle Arybbas: 
OlymfiaSy the Mother of 
Alexander the Great : 
and Cadmiay who difco* 
vered the treacherous De« 
.figns of her Brother Ne- 
oftolemus againft Vyr- 
Thus. 

OtYMpiAs, after the 
Death of her Son Alex- 
ander^ being hated for her 
exccffive Ambition, and 
having committed many 
Afts of Cruelty, was, at 
laft, taken at Fydna by^ 
CaJJander y and put to 
Death. 
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fPbilif^ begat Eury^ce^ Wife to AriddHts $ Philip the 
Sa:ond, Father ' to Alexander, the Great ^ befides a 
Daughter named Euryme^ who difcloftd her Mother's 
wicked Devices to her Father. Of Gygffa^ or, as others 
have it» Cygnea^ he begat ArcbelauSy Arg^nts^ and Mene-^ 
laus 'j and by a Harlot, whofe Name is unknown, he had 
Ptolemy y furnamed Alorites^ who begat ^JbiloxefmSfV/hofe 
Progeny is not recorded* 

P n X L I p, King of Macedonia^ being llain by ^aufa- 
niaSy in the Forty-fixth Year of his Age, by his Wife 
Olymfias begat Alexander the Greats and Cleofatra^ 
who was given in Marriage to her Uncle Alexander^ 
King of Epirus. By Audaca^ an lUman Woman, he 
had Cynay who was by her Father beftowed upon Antyn- 
r^j, his Coufin-German , and afterwards put to Death 
by Alcetas^ Brother to Terdiccas. By Nicaf^is the 
Vherdcany he had Nic^eay whom Caffander married. 
By Cleopatra^ the Sifter of AttaluSy he had Eurofa^ 
whom Olympias is faid to have flain in her MothetV 
Arms ; as alfo CaranuSy who was put to Death by th» 
iame Hand. By Affinee^ whom he married to Lagui 
when ftie was widr-€hi|d, he begat Ttolemy King df 
.XgypU By ^hilinety a J^ancer of Lariffa^ he nad 
AriddeuSy who held a Shadow of Empire for Six Tears 
after his Brother Alexander* s iDeath ^ but being at lafl 
betrayed into the Hands of Olyr^ias^ and cruelly put to 
Death, the Macedonian Line of the Race of the Hera- 
clideey in him, became extin^ 

Al£xA)9der th£ Gil E A Y, married firfl Roxane^ 
the Daughter of Ojry^rrei the SaSrian: She bore him 
a pofthumous Son, called Alexander^ who was, flain by 
Caffander. Rheineccius tells us, that he afterwards 
married Sarjiney the Daughter of Artabazus ; but that 
is a Miftake, which FreinJhemiuSy and fevcral other great 
Men, have fallen into, by the Similitude of Names, and 
the corrupt Copies of Arrian, 'Tis true, /he is moft 
commonly named S^y^w^, (but then /he is always called 
the Eldeft Daughter to Darius : ) However, fome Copies 
of Arrian call her Arfine 5 and ^hotius gives us her 
right Name, which was Arfinoe. Vide Arrian. afui 

Thotium^ 
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*Photium, lilr. ix. She is called Statira by SDiodorui 
CtirtiuSy and l/uftin ; but the Name is thought to be 
corrupt, f^t^ Noias ad Curt. iih. iv. cap. j. i. By her 
he had alfo a soflhumoiu Son, named fferculeSy whom 
^olyjperchon flew, in the Sixteenth Year of his Age. 
He alio married Taryfatii, the youngeft Daughter of 
Ochui J but whether he had any Cnildren by her, is not 
known. £y Cleofhis, a Queen of Jndia, he is laid to 
have had a Son culled Mexander, who fucceeded to his 
Mother's Dominions. 
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Page II. iJne f. ipjtlb. 

»9. Use If. fat frUmmt^ rod ffisfus. 

80. liae 17. dele Terjum. 

lAf. Liae 7. for ThdUfcut, read Thejfsyfem. 

1 5*8. Line 1 8. for FhrnfiliMt^ read FharJkHim. 

180. IntkeNote$, Ui^./vrCoatradion, r.CoolMdi£Hoa. 
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o/i R RI A N's 

PREFACE. 



I HA VE chofe to make ufe of the IVritm^s 
I of ' Ptolemy the Son of Lagus, and of 
I Ariftobulus the Son of Ariftobulus, con- 
^ cerning Alexander the Son of Philip, as 
the mofi autbentick Accounts of thafe Aifioas, fo far as 
they are confiftent with themfel'ves^ or with each otheri 
and in thofe Points -where they differ, wbich-foe-ver ap- 
peared to me the moft tonfonant to Srutb, and fittefi to 
be recorded, I ba-ve followed. Others indeed have fet 
Alexander'! A6is in a different Light ; and there is m 



■ Irmfhimm,, who his wrote the beft. as well as the largeft 
Supplemmc to C«rH«j, ftrves us here as the Pj-iares do Merchant 
Ships, by puttinK oat felfe Colours till they hive decoy d them 
Within the Reach of their Guns, and then hoiftbg the black Fl^ 
with tlie Death's Head. He purloins almoft all .Arrmn's Prcfece, 
and very gravely telU his Readers, that the greatcft Part of what 
they may t}:oe& is from mUmy and ^ijioiulu!, £cc. m. SuppUm. 
ad C»t. Hi. i.ch.i. U. Smiktniurg. 'Tis true, he has been very 
free with Arrutn, as fir as his Supplement goes, but the Moment 
<MTtmi's own Work bcgms. there is not a Word trom Ftalmy nor. 
A''^Mm more. 
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Hero, on whofe Life fo many Pens have been employed, 
or where they difagree fo much among tbemfelves. But 
Ariftobulus aftd Ptolemy are preferable to all the refi, 
end mojl worthy of Credit : For as the firfi was one of 
Alexander'j Companions in that Expedition, and thi 
latter not only bore a Command there, but was alfo a 
' King bimfelf afterwards, a Deviation from ^rutb 
would be more unpardonable in tbem than others, jind 
fure their Veracity is the lefs to be doubted, becaufe 
they compiled their Hifiories after Alexander'j Death, 
when neither Fear nor Favour could induce tbem to re- 
late Fa^s otherwife than they really happened. Some 
S'hings touch'd upon by others, I hanje thought not aU 
together unworthy the Kebearfal, as falling within the 
Compafs of Probability j hut thofe are only delivered 
as Kfports. And if any now wonder why, after fo many 
jVriters of Alexander'* A6ls, I alfo attempt the iask, 
and endeavour to elucidate the fame, after he has 
perufed the reft, let him proceed to the reading of mine, 
and he will find lefs Caufe of Wonder than before. 



* PtaUmy's Mother was named Arjintit ; (lie being with Child \>y 
Philip King of MaceJon, he married her to Lttgui; whence he U 
ufiiafly ftiled PioUmy the Son of Lagui. He bore a Command b 
Altxmderh Army, wis one of his Body Guards, and after his Death 
obtained the Kin^om of Mgypt. Sec Pau/inuiis in Attidi, SimUs. 
& Freinfitim. in Curt, iii.ix. ch.8, ii. 
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CHAP. I. 

HILIP ' died when Pythodemus was 

Archon at Athens, and his Son Atex- 

asder, then about twenty Years of Age, 

afcended his Throne, and march'd into 

Peloponnefus, where, in a grand Coun- 

Greeks of thofe Parts, he requefted to 

made General of the intended Expedition againft 

Perfiaiis, (an Honour which had been before 



i>be 1 



' 7»itfrraas, a young Noblenum of Macidoma, having teen fbrci- 
-Uy aWicd by Anaiiu, made his Complaints to King Philip i but 
-jfualiu's IntereA prevailing, and he [incling no Rcdiefs, turn'd hit 
Rage upon the ^ine; whereupon, as he was to lee fome Shows 
|t>eayeca the two Mtximdert, his Son, and Nephew, without his 
■fitiXpaij Guanls, he was iuddenly allauked ana {lain. See DioJ», 
— iii.x.y\.f»£.^%x, Sditimii BiufDv'*, &Ji*pa. lib.'a.. citf.6,&j. 
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conferred on his Father Philip. J This was granted 
by all, except the Lacedaemonians^ who alledged that 
by an antient Cuftoni of theirs, deduced from their 
Anceftors, the Lacedaemonians ought not to obey the 
Orders of a foreign General, but themfelves to have 
* the Command of any Army raifed for a foreign Ex- 
pedition. The Athenians were alfp bufy in contriv- 
ing to bring fome Innovation about, but were fo 
terrified at Alexanders Approach, that they decreed 
him more Honours than they had before promifed 
his Father. He then returned into Macedonia^ to 
raife Forces for his Expedition into Afia : However, 
the Spring following, he determined to march thro' 
Thrace^ and fo to penetrate into the Countries of 
the ^ uriballi and ^ Jllyrians^ who, he heard, *were 
alfo plotting Mifchief ; and as they almoft bordered 
upon his Kingdom, he deem'd it inconfiftent with 
true Policy to negled: humbling them, before he at- 
tempted to march with his Army againft Places fo 
remote ; wherefore fetting out from "^ AmpbipoIiSj 
he march'd firft againft thofe ^ Sl^hracians^ who were 
governed by their own Laws, and tenacious of their 
own Cuftoms, and leaving the City Philippic and 
the Mountain Orbelus on the left, and having pafi'd 
the River Nefus^ after ten Days Journey, he ar- 
rived at Mount Hitmus. Here, a mighty Number of 
the neighbouring Inhabitants appeared in Armour, 
as alfo Multitudes of the free J'hracians abovemen- 



* The Triballi were a ftout Nation inhabiting the lower Part of 
Moejifiiy between Mount H^mus and the River Ifter : their Country 
is now called Bulgaria. 

2 The Country of Illyria bordered on the Adrtatick Sea on one 
•Side, and on Panncma on the other : It is now called ScUvonia. 

^ Amfhrpolis was a City feated on both Sides of the River Stry- 
mon, partly in the Borders of Thrace, and partly in thofe of Mace- 
iionia, 

^ The Thracians were a valiant People : Their Country, which 
was bounded by the Euxine and MgAan Seas, and Mount H^mus^ 
h now called Romania, 

tioned. 
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tioned, bjeing fully determined, by feizing the Tops 
of tbe Mountains, and lecuring theStreights, or Pafi, 
|o hinder him and bis Aritiy from any further Pro- 
grefi. Their Carriages, or Waggons, they therefore 
^aced. before them, not only to fcrve inftead of a 
Breaft>yprk for their Security, if they Ihould be at- 
tack'd,-. but, they reiblv'd, if the Macedonians at- 
tempted- to afcend, to tumble them down among 
thetn,. from the moft fteep and rugged Parts of the 
Moui^tain -y for they had well confider'd, that the 
jnore firm th<? Phalanx was, intO: which thefe Car- 
riages; ihould be thu« hurried, the more Execution 
wo^ be perforrped by the Violence and Rapidity 
of their^Fa}!. But Alexoiider confulted how he might, 
with the leaft Danger, gain that Pais, and being 
aflured that the Mountain muft be afcended, and 
that there was no other Way for an Army to march, 
^arrfd his Soldiers, the Moment they perceived the 
Enemy's Machinery put in Motion, that thofe whom 
the Convenience of their Station wpuld allow, Ihould 
open their Ranks, and fufier them to roll freely 
through, but thofe who were confined by the Nar- 
rownefs of the Pafs, fhould clofe their Shields art- 
fiijly together, and fall flat on the Ground, {o that 
whea the Carriages pals'd over them with their ut- 
jnpft Velocity, they might receive as little Damage 
3s poflible ; and the Event anlwer'd Aleoc'andefs Ex- 
peptations ; for fbme of them opening their Ranks^ 
.and Qthers clofing their' Shields, and thereby cover- 
ing tbeir Bodies, they fuftain'd the Shock without 
the Lofi of oneMan. 'The ilf^^^icj^//^;/j thus fi'eed 
from the Enemy's (Jontrivahce, reaiTumed their Cou- 
rage, and raifing a loudrSh^ut, advanced againft the 
uhracians. Jllexander ordered his Archers to move 
fripm, the Right Wing, and place themfelves before 
another Phalanx, (becaufe there the Afcent was 
eafier) and gall the Enemy from thence with their 
Arrows. He himfclf, befidds his own Cohort, led 

B 3 on 
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6n the ^ Targetecrs and • Adrians on the Left The 
Archers beat the ^br avians back with their Arrows, 
where-ever they apff^roach'd within their Reach j arid 
the Phalanx advancing, without any great DiffieMtjr 
forced the * Batbarians^ who Were iH arftied iirid d*- 
fedcelefs, to quit their Pofts, arid thfcrieby rendered 
them unable to ftand the Shock of AlkoCafikef^ rilft-^ 
ing upon them frdm the Left. Wherefete cftfting 
away what Armour thfey had, dn the Mountain, they 
fled. About fifteen hundred 6f them fell on the 
Spot; few wfere taklm Prifoners, the Swiftnefi of 
their Flight, and their exatSk Knowledge of the Gotfti- 
try, fecuring them ; but the Wonien atfd OAUt&i 
wno follow^ the Camp ^er^ aH tafe^tn, asalfd mibch 
$poiL 




G H A P. H. 

T^ H E Spoil which the King had feii'd h* fetit 
into the Maritime Places behmd/hiin, giVinj 
the Charge thereof to Lyfanias arid Pbifbtas. H^ 
himfelf having gained the A'fcent, pals^'d by Way df 
Hxmus in his March againft the TrihaUi^ 4rid caiii* 
to the River Lyginus^ ( which is diftant from thfe 
JJler^ if you take HamUs in thfe VVay,^ about thirdft 
Days Journey.) Syrihus King of the Trib'alli being 
informed of Alexanders Approach, ha<i dilfpatch a 
the Women and Giildren, and all his defenceleis 



' TnaamT^i^ Seutati^ which I have all along tranflatcd Targetecrs, 
were certain Companies of light-arm'd Foot, very ufcful in e^fpodi- 
tious Marches. 

* ^yeJuiv9t> Agrians, were Darters on Foot. 

^ The Greeks were {q proud> and valued themfilves & much 
npon their owx^ KjQOwledge, that they tcrmM aU othct Nations 
barbarians* 

Multi- 
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Multitude to the J^^r, .with a ftridt tiiirge that 
they; ihould pafs over a branch .6F that River, and 
iecure themlfelves iri a itnill Ifland^ n^med Peuce^ 
(whither alfb the ^hraclms^ ^t\x Neighbours, on 
the lame Intelligence, had before retired) and »Syr- 
nius himfeif, with \\\s Guards, loon after followed, 
ttowever, a great Multitude oF the ^rihdlli retreated 
to the River (^Lyginus) from whence * Alexander de- 
camp'4 the Day before. When he heard this, he 
feturnM, and marching agairift thele, furprized fbme 
of them in their Tents, and then proceeded againft 
the reft, who lay encamp'd in a Wood adjacent to 
the River. Alexander firft prepared his own Cohort 
for the Onfet, and then difpatch*d the Archers and 
Slingers, with Orders to provoke the Barbarians with 
Stones and Arrows, and by that means, if poiEble, 
draw them out of the Wood into the open Country. 
The Enemy, who we're within Reach of their Darts 
and Stones, and were ^all*d with their Arrows, rufh'd 
forward upbri the Slin^^rs arid Archers, who were 
unarn(i'di. and ^ntieavouPd to fight them Hand to 
Hand. . But Alexander having by that Stratagem 
drawn them out of the Wood, , ordered Philotas^ with 
a choice Party of Macedonian Light Horfe, to charge 
them on the Right Wing, and Heraclides and Sopo^ 
lisy with the Boitaian,^tid AntphlpoUtan Troops, on 
the teft. ,.He Himfelt with a Phalanx of Foot, and 
another of Horfe, ruOiing in among the midft of 
them. And indeed, lb long as they, only .skirmilh'd 
-vl^ith the Bowmen and Slingers, the Fight feem'd 



iW«« 



■ Frein/hemius tells us of another Defeat of ah Atmy of Tri&alli, 
fbme time bfefofcj but as none bdides himfelf gives any Hint of 
fiich an Overthrow, we may well fuppofe him to Jhysive been led 
into that Error by following (bme corrupt Copy of Arrian, froin 
whence he borrovO^'d the whole Story. See his Supplement, Book I, 
Chap. 11. He has given us a Brace of Prodigies a little before, with 
tjicir Significations, whereof Arrian has made no Mention, un- 
doubted^ becauie he was not ib credulous, and therefore thought 
them not worth his Notice. 
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doubtful ; but as loon as the firm Phalanx attacked 
them, and the Horftmen begun not only to ftrike 
them with their Spears, but trample them under 
Foot, they betook themfelves to their Heels, and 
paffing thro' the Wood, eTcaped to the River. Three 
thoulandof them were flain in this Fight; few: were 
taken alive, the thick Wood contiguous to the Ri- 
ver, and the Approach of Night hindering the Chafe, 
j^bout eleven of the Macedonian Horfe, and forty of 
their Foot, according to Ptolemy's Account, fell in 
that Adion, 

CHAP. III. 

ON the third Day aftier that Battle, Alexander 
came to the River Ifter^ ttie moft confiderable 
of all the Furopean Streams, both in regard to the 
Length of its Courfe, and the many warlike Nations 
thro* whole Territories it pafles, among which the 
inoft renowned are the Celtes^y where it has its Rile. 
The rcmoteft of thefe Nations are the ^adi and 
Marcomanni^ next the Jazyges^ a Branch of the 
Sauromatx^ and laftly, the Scythians^ whofe Country 
terminates the River ^ where, thro' five vaft Mouths, 
it falls into the Euxine Sea. Here Alexander found 
Ibme long Ships, which had been brought from By- 
;zantium thro* the Euxine Sea, and thence drawn up 
the River againft the Stream : On board which, 
having embarkM as many Soldiers as they were ca- 
pable of containing, he fteer*d diredly for the Ifland, 
to which the Trihalli and fhracians had fled for 
Shelter. •But endeavouring to land his Forces, the 
Barb briars r. fh'd forwards to cppole h*m 3 and for- 
afmuch as his Ships were fs?w, and h's Force on board 
foi Jl, the Shores of the Ifland in moft Places fteep 
and rugged, and the River, by being confined in 

narrow 



A L E X A N D E r's Expedition. 9 

narrow Banks, fierce and rapid ; he drew off his. 
Fleet, and altered li,is Rcfblutions, defigning to at- 
tack the ' Ger:e^ who inhabited the other Side of the 
Riyer ; for he obferved great Numbers of them to 
come flocking down ,to )the Shore, and ftand ready 
to obftrud his landing, if he attempted it, (for tliey 
were, in all, . about four thoufand Horie, and ten 
thouiand Foot,) befides, he had a Itrong Defire to 
pais the Ijier there. He therefore embark'd on^ 
board his Ships as great a Force as he could, and at 
the fame time order'd the Hides v/hich had l>een 
made ufe of as Covers for their Tents, to be fill'd with 
light buoyant Matter, and all the Boats empIoyM on 
that Part of the River to be feiz'd, and brought to- 
gether. The neighbouring Inhabitants m^de ufe of 
a vaft Number of theft, partly for their Fifhery, and 
partly for Commerce, befides many for Pyracy. 
This done, the reft of the Afmy was ferry a over 
with all the Speed and Secrecy imaginable. The 
Number of thofe who then palVd the River was 
about one thouiand five hundred Horfe, and nigh 
four thouiand Foot. 

C H A p. IV. 

THEY pafs'd over, by Night, to a Place where 
the Corn ftood thick on the oppofite Shore, 
that they might be the lefi perceived by the Enemy. 
The next Morning Alexander march'd his Army thro* 



' The Get A were a confiderable People of SarmatU luropaa, in- 
habiting both Sides of the River IfteVy near the Euxine Sea, whence 
fomc confound them with the Dacians. Their Country compre- 
hends what is at this Day called MoldavUy JVallachia^ and Trmfd" 
'vania. FremTjemmsy with a veiy little Alteration, has tranflated 
this whole Chapter and the next, aAd infcrtcd them in his Supple- 
ment to Curtitis. Sec Suppl. Cha]^. 1 1. . 

the- 
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the Corn, having wder'd his Soldiers to tranfverte 
their Pikes and bow their Bodies, an^d thus to proceed 
till they came to an open and uncultivated Place : So 
long as the Phalanx was flielter^d from Sight by the 
Corn, the Horle followed ^ but when they came into 
a champaign Country, y/lexandcr himfelf led them 
on to the Right Wing, and commanded Nicanor td 
range the Phalanx of Foot on the Left. The X^etds 
were lb much aftortifhed at their unufual Boldnfefs, 
who in one Night durft attempt to pafs over the 
mighty River Ifter without a Bridge, that they flood 
not the fitft Shock, the Firmhcfs of the Foot, and 
the violent Aflaults of the Horle putting them into 
ConfuConi whereupon they fled firft to the City, 
M^hich was about four Miles diftant ^ but ^heii they 
perceived Alexander draw his Foot along the Banks 
of the River with great Caution, to prevent fillihg 
into Ambufcades, and range his Hotfe dn the Front, 
they abandoned the City as untenable^ and carrying 
away as many of their Women andX^hildten as they 
could, betook therhfelves to the IJefarts, at a great 
Pittance from the River. 

jilexander^ in the mean while, enters the City, and 
gathering up whatever was left by the Inhabitants, 
delivered the Spoil to Meleager and Philip^ and after- 
wards leveird it with the Ground. This done, he 
offered Sacrifice to Jupiter the Preferver, and to Her^ 
cules^ as alfo to Jfter^ for affording him a Palfage fp 
fefe and eafy ; and the fame Day he brought all his 
Troops into the Camp. Thither, came Ambafladors 
as will from lundry free Nations bordering upon the 
River, as from Syrmus King of the ^riballi^ and 
from the Celtes^ who inhabit the Country near the 
Ionian Bay ^ they are a People ftrong in Body, and 
of a haughty Spirit. All thefe came with Offers of 
Friendfhip ; and a League was accordingly made and 
accepted on either Side, Aleocander then took an 
Opportunity of asking the Celte's^ what they dreaded 
moft of all Things in the World ^ imagining, that as 

the 
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thi I'ei^oi' of li?s Name muft netds have reach'd 
th^ GoaiJifyj and mach further, thfey w6uld have 
gl^gn thatj for their AARv* j but he was wfdely de- 
ceive Jh his Eit)fe<aa^Jons, for as they lived in a re- 
ifeote Pift bf the Wbt-fi, difficult of Acdefi, arid J^ 
i6»r ffbth ffie Gdurle of MekaHderS Expfedition, thfey 
rt)M ftift, thfey ^vere afi^id of nothing ih^i-e than irha-t 
tfefc l^j Biould fell tipon their Hteds He h6al-fn| 
tifls,- tfgAtied them aii Pffcrtda, rkhlt'd thfehft infOrtf 
ttife Niirfjfeei- of h?s Allies, and difhiifsM the Arhbaf- 
ftdiSrSj iSlyihg, ^fc "the Ceites tvere an art-dgant 
Nation, 

iC k A !>. t. 

t 1 . 

♦"l^liEfNCE^ palfaigtW the Cduntrtes of th-ft 
X * ^S^^^^^^ *Jid * JPxm^ns^ he tcceivtd Intel- 
ligence that Clytus the Son. cHf Bardyk's had revoked 
^rbm him^ and join'd m Cohfederac5^ with Glauoias 
King of ihe ^ T-auhntii 5 as alfb thalt the j4ufarmtdt 
were refblved to obftrihS: his March : -Fdr wtfich 
Reafbns he thought fit t<^ nafttfl his Dc^arttire. JBut 
Langarus King of skitj^riam <^« fte^y Frifenfid to 
him^ -and who had formeriy <ent *n Ambafly to hinv, 
during the Life of \i\$ Father PbHip)^ bfcirrg then 
prelent at the Head of iiis choiceft and beft arm'd 
Pikremen) hearing that .'Atekander was taafcing In- 
quiry who, or of what Force thefe Autariatce were, 
affured him, that they were able to give him no 



^m^ 
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" The Agnans inhabited Pwt of ThrMce, nigh Mount litmus \ 
they pafsVi by feveral Names among Authors, (vix.) Agrm^ Agri^ 
am 9 Agrianesy and Agrimfes. 

* The Pd&nians were a Nation feated Northward fix)m Macedtn 
may near the Fountains of the Rivet Axius. 

3 The Taulantii inhabited Part of lllyr'Wy and the A^tarlata. an- 
other Part thereof. 

Diftur- 
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Difturbance, as being lefs inured to MartifU Diici- 
pline than any of their Neighbours ^ thathimfelf 
would make an Irruption into their Confines, and 
find them Employment enough. To this.yli.exandsr 
a^enting, he marchM fuddehly among th^, laid 
tRfeir Country wafte, and fo deterred them from at;-* 
tempting any thing. At his Return, he was received 
with the higheft Honours,, and not only rewarded 
with choice Prefents, but with the Promife of 
his Sifter Cyna for a Wife, kt his Return to Pella : 
But the Death of LangaruSj on a Journey to his own 
Kingdom, put an End to that Defign, Alexander 
after this, marching near the River Erigone^ ad- 
vanced towards ^ Pellion^ which City Oytus had 
feiz'd, it being the ftrongeft in all thofe Parts. When 
Alexander approached, and had pitched his Tents 
near the River Eordaicusy he determined to batter 
the Walls the next Day. Clytus had encampM his 
Forces upon the adjacent Mountains, which wdre 
very high, and covered with thick Woods, deter- 
mining that if the Macedonians ^fCaukcd the City, 
they would rufh upon them on all hands, (for as yet 
Glaucias King of the ^aulantii had not join'd thein.) 
When Alexander drew high the City, the Enemy 
having offered three Boys, three Maids, and as many 
black Rams for Sacrifice, made a Feint as tho* they 
would have encountered them ; but thofe Moun- 
taineers, however advantagiqufly pofted, fbon quit- 
ting their Stations, retreated into the City, leaving 
their very Sacrifices behind. When they were thiu 

' * Frein/hemius in his Supplement calls this City PelUum^ arid lays, 
that it is feated on the River lEordMcus.y which is the more to be 
wondered at, tecaufc he cites Arrian for one of his Author itiesj 
whereas, in .reality, neither Arria^ny nor any other antient Author, 
iay any fuch thing j for by Arrian's Relation it is mamfeft^ that 
when Alexander had pafs'd the River Erlgone, he march'd, the. 
licareft Way, to the River Eordaicusy or Apfus^ beyond which, he 
fiiys, Tellion was feated. Vid, Gromviana in Arrian. ad locum. He 
has from this Place tranfkted Arriafh almoft Wor^} for Word, to the 
End of the next Chapter. 

incloiSd 
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inclofed within their Walls, Alexander incamped 
againft them, and determined to have furrounded 
them with a Wall, to prevent all Succours ^ but 
hearing the next Day that Glaucias was upon his 
March to their Relief with a huge Army, and 4e^ 
Ipairing, with the Forces he had, to reduce the Place, 
bccaufe many warlike Troops were there in Garrifbn, 
and many more would come againft him, fliould he 
attempt to ftorm it : he therefore changed his Refb- 
lution, and fent Pbilotas with a ftrong Body of 
Horle, which lerved him as a Guard, to forage in 
the Enemies Country. Glaucias having received 
Information of his coming, advanced to meet him, 
and feizing on the Pafles thro* the Mountains, en- 
deavoured to obftruft his March ; which, when A- 
lexander came to underftand, and knowing that the 
Horfe would be driven to great Streights if the Night 
leized them, he forthwith drew off his Targetcers, 
Archers, and Agrians^ and about four hundred Horfe, 
and hafted to their Affiftance, leaving the rell to 
awe the City, left if the whole Army had decamp'd, 
the Befieged ihould have iffued forth, and joinM 
with Glaucias. 

Glaucias no fooner heard of Alexanders Approach, 
than he abandoned his Poft between the Mountains, 
by which means Pbilotas and his Forces returned 
lafe into their Camp. Hitherto, both Clytus and 
Glaucias had entertained a Notion, that Alexander 
would be embarraffed among the Hills, where they 
had pofted great Numbers of their Horle, as alfo fe- 
vcral Parties of Darters and Slingers, and other arm'd 
Soldiers, to annoy him , they had alfo refolved that 
thofe who were left in the City {hould fally forth 
upon them as they drew off. Befides, the Road, 
along which Alexander was obliged to march, was 
narrow, and woody, and fo much ftreighten'd with 
a River on one Side, and a fteep and craggy Moun- 
tain on the other, that four arm'd Men could hardly 
walk a-breaft. 

CHAP. 
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AL^XANDJ^P.^ h?reupoa, having r^ng^ 
hi|S Ar^ay in fuch a Manner, that the Phal^iiix 
of yoot coaS^od of one ki^ndr^d ^^ jtwenty in 
Depth, and thp Horfeof two hundred oneach Wing^ 
enjoine4 Sil,ence, that his Cpjtnn^ijids n^ight he th^e 
Iboner received, and accordi^ly oifd^^^ ^^ armM 
§0]4iers to advan,ce firft, with tl^ir Sp^rs ere^, ^ukI 
upon a Sign given, to reverfe theoi, a<nd ibmetimes 
to 4irc<^ ifhem towapds tl^e Right, and then to the 
JLeft, as Occ^afio^ req^uired. He, i<n the mean time, 
9ker'd the Vh^^>i^^^ and rang'd the Wings uuo va- 
rip^s Po^tio^^ : ^nd thus the whq^e beipg n^ew nato- 
d^ird, and r^d^^ ^^^^ ^ Cumusj he ruih'd upon 
ihe»£nei»y, who. having loi;ig flood amazed to fee 
with whait Order and Expedition every thing was 
performed, withftood n^ot th^e firft Onfet, but iu4- 
denly quitted their firft Pofts, upon th^ Mount^^ins ; 
whereupon, Aleocmder having commanded his Sol- 
diers to (hout, and Arike their Spears upon their 
Shields, the uaulantii were fo exceedingly terrified 
with the Noift, that they retired into the City in 
Diibrder. However, he ftiH perceiving a final] Num- 
ber of them ppfted upon a Hill, nigh which he was 
obliged to pais, ordered his Body Guards, and fuch 
of his Friends as were about him, to arni themfelves, 
and mount their Horfes, and thus attack the Hill ; 
which, when they approached, if the Enemy who pof- 
fefs'd the Pafs had oppofed them^ half their Number 
were to have diimovinted and fought among the reft^ 
as Foot Forces. But the Enemy quitted the Hill upon 
their Approach, and fled confufedly thro* the Coun- 
try. Alexander no fooner made himfelf Matter of 
this Poll:, than calling to him about two thouiand of 

the 
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th^ Jgrians and Archers, he commanded the Tar- 
geteerjs td pais the River, and the Macedonian Co- 
horts to fellow them, with Orders, that as ibon as 
they had gained the other Shore, they Ihould ftretch 
out their Shields, that die Phalanx might make the 
greater Shew ; he himfelf, from that Eminence, all 
the while obferving the Enemy^s Motions. They fee- 
ing that Part of the Army had pals'd over, wheeled 
round the Mountains, with a Defign to attack them 
on the Reat ^ but he with his Forces fronting them, 
fruftrated their Deiign, and the Phalanx having 
now pafsM the River, Ihouted for Joy. The Enemy 
hereupon perceiving the whole Macedonian Force 
ready to fall upon them, turned their Backs and fled. 
yikxander then flraight led his ^grians and Archers 
to the River, and attempted to pafs it ; but per- 
ceiving his Rear in. Danger, he order'd his Engines 
to be jxlaced upon the Banks, to play upon the 
Enemy with all Sorta of miflive Weapons, and his 
Archers, who had juft then entered the River, to 
gall them with their Arrows a^ much as they could, 
out of the Watery but Qlaucias durfl not come 
within their Reach,: So that the Macedonians pals'd 
over fafe, and loft none of their Number in the 
River. 

Three Days after this, Alexander having Notice 
that Clytus and Glaucias lay carcleisly incamped, and 
had npither appointed a fufficient Watch, nor fur- 
rounded themfelves with a Ditch, nor Rampart, ( as 
believing that Alexander was retired out of Fear) and 
their Army lay ftretch'd out at Length, to their Dif* 
advantage, he privately, under Covert of the Night, 
with his Targeteers, Archers, and Agrians^ and 
Canus^ and Perdiccas^s Troops, pafe'd a River in their 
Way, and order'd the reft of his Forces to follow* 
But as foon as ever an Opportunity offered, without 
waiting for the Arrival of the reft, he difpatch'd his 
Archers and Agrians againft them, who rufhing 
upon them unawares, and aflaulting the weakeft 

Pa^rts 
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Parts of their Camp with the greateft Fury, they 
kill'd feme in their Sleep, others unarmM, and others 
endeavouring to fly ; fo that many were llain, and 
many Prifoners were taken : Nor did he ceafe the 
Purfuit of them till he reach'd the ^aulantian Moun- 
tains. As many of them as efcaped, fled ^way with- 
out their Arms. Clytus firft fled to the neareft ' City, 
which having fet on Fire, he hafted to Glaucias^ who 
was then in the Country of the ^aulantii. 

CHAP. VII. 

DURING thefe Tranfa6tions, fome fugitive 
^hebans entring the City by Night, and Itirr'd 
up by fbme of the Citizens to endeavour a Change of 
the Government, feizM Arnyntas and I'lmolaus^ Pre- 
fects of the Cadmean Tower, who apprehended no 
Mifchief, and having dragged them thence, put them 
to Death. Then in a fet Speech they inftigated the 
People to a Revolt from Alexander^ and, under the 
old and fpecious Pretence of Liberty, perfuaded 
them to attempt to throw off. the Macedonian Yoke, 
confidently affirming that Alexander was dead in ///y- 
ria. Such a Report had indeed been Ipread abroad, 
and gain'd fome Credit, becaufe he had been long 



' It is ftrange that Trtinjhemius ihould not rather chufe to tran- 
flate Arrian literally, in this Place, ( which would have been a iafc 
Way ) than run the riique of blundering, by paraphrafmg upon his 
Words, and pretending to clear up his Scnfc. Arrian had juft laid, 
that Alexander had driven Clitus and his Men as far as the Taulan* 
tian Mountains, which, no doubt, were a good way from the City, 
and yet he will have it that the City here fet on Fire, muft be the 

iame Pel Hum from whence they fled So that they had run a 

vaft Way, and never ftirr'd a Foot ~— And not only fo, but ht 
adds, that Alexander fet forth from Tellium, and in feven Days ar- 
rived at Hellene, a City of Thejfaly^ whereas Arrian iays no fiich 
thing. Vide Gronov, ad locum* 

abfen^ 
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abfent, and ho News had come from him. Where- 
fore it happened in this, as in moft other Cafes, where 
no certain Intelligence could be had, every one 
contrived, and believed what pleafed him beft. 
ySexand$r being acquainted with this Commotion, 
thought it was not to be flighted, as well becaufe he 
had a long time fufpedted the Fidelity of the A^he^ 
niansj as that he deemed the S'beban Audacity a 
Matter of no fmall Confequehce, if the Lacedamo* 
nidfts^ who were already averie to him, and others 
of the Pekponnefians and Mtolians^ equally defirous 
of Novelty, fhould join^ themfelves to the revolted 
S'bebans. Having therefore pafTed by Eordaay 
and Efymiotis^ and the ' rocky Country of Stympbaa 
' and Paryaa with his Army, on the feventh Day 
he arrived at Pellene^ a City of 'J'beffaly^ and march- 
ing thence, on the fixth Day after enter'd Bteotia^ 
and fb little did the ^bebans Axesitaoi his Approach, 
that he was at Oncbeflus^ v^ith his whole Army^ be- 
^re they receii^'d the News of his paffing the Streights.' 
And even then, the AuttK)rs of the Sedition af- 
fomed, that that muft be an Army newly raifed 
in Macedonia^ by Antipater^ and that Alexander was 
dead. Nay, when fbme aiferted, that Alexander 
was at hand, in Perfon, they fiill perfifted in their 
Obftinacy, and faid, it muft be another Alexander^ 
the Son of Aeropus. .However, he moved from 
Oncbeftus^ and approached the Temple of lolaus the 
next Day, where he made a Halt, that the ^bebans^ 
repeming their Rafhnefs, might have Time to 
i^nd JEmbaffadors to him. But fb far were they 
from fhewing any Signs of Remorfe, that a Party 
of Horfe and light-arm'd Foot fuddcnly iffued out 
of the City, and aflaulting their Out-Guards, flew 
fome of the Macedonians with their Darts. Alexan" 
der hereupon ordered a Party of his light-arm'd 
Men and Archers againft them, who, in a'fliort 
time, drove them back, tho' they were ready to 
have enter'd the Camp. Ihe next Day he ad- 
Vol. I. C vanccd 
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vanced with his Army towards the Gate which leads 
to Eleutbera and Attica^ yet ftill he forbore to 
ailault the Walls, and therefore pitched his Tents 
near the Cddmaan Tower, that he might be at hand 
to aifift die Macedonians in Garrifbn there ; for the 
^bebans had furrounded that Tower with a double 
Wall, as well to hinder their receiving Succours 
from abroad, as to prevent tlieir Excurfions, and 
keep them from joining with their Enemies. How- 
ever, AUxander^ who had much rather have made 
up the Matter peaceably, than have had thef Citi- 
zens drawn in to their Ruin, lay ftill in his -Camp, 
near the Cadtnaan Towef . In the mean time, fbme 
of the Citizens, who had the Welfare of the State 
at Heart, propofed to go out to Alexander^ and in- 
treat his Pardon for this Revolt of the Multitude. 
But, on the other hand, the Exiles^ and Authors of 
the Sedition, defpairing of Mercy for thenifelves, as 
al{b fbme of the Boeotian Nobility, uied all imagi- 
nable Arguments to incite the Populace to War. 
However, all this did not provoke Alexander to lay 
clofc Siege to the City. 

# • 

CHAP. VIII. 

HOWEVER', Ptolemy tells us, that Perdiccas^ 
Captain of an advanced Guard, who with his 
Forces was pofted not far from the Town Wall, 



mm 



* This Chapter, FremJIjemius has tranflatcd tliroughout, and cmly 
intcripers*d fomc Stories out of Dhdarus, Paufanm, Plutarch, 8cc. 
moft of which are not much to his Purpofe. The Truth is, he 
was more diligent in collecting Materials, than judicious in chufingi 
for which Reafbn he has heap'd together a vaft Quantity of all ga- 
therings, and feldom gives his RciSers Satisfaftion as to the Truth 
or Proixibiiity of any of them. 

gave 
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gaye the firft Attack upon the Wall, without wait- 
ing for Akxandet's Orders, and making a Breach, 
rulh'd fu^denly forwards i^pon the Sl^beian Garrifbn. 
He was Seconded by Amyntas the Son of Andrtn 
fnenesy another Captain, who no fboner faw him 
enter the City, but he fpllowed with his Forces. 
Alexander now perceiving a Neceffity of fighting, 
to prevent his Friends bfeing furrounded and cut 
ofl^ changM his former Re^lution, and led on the 
rpft of the Troops the iiame Way, commanding the 
Agrians and Archers to enter by the Breach, but 
the Targeteers and others, to remain without. Per- 
diccas pufhing forward to win the inner Wall, was 
ftruck with a Dart, and born away into the Camp, 
grievoufly^^ wounded j neither did he recover his 
Strength in a long Time. However, the Troops 
which entered with him, .affifted, by the Archers, 
puriued the Enemy as' far as the Street leading to 
the Temple of Hercules^ where the Citizens reco- 
vering themftlves from their Fright, and realTuming 
their Courage, railed a Shout, which ftriking a Fear 
among the Purfucrs, they beat them back, and put 
them to Flight, There Burybotas Captain of the Cre- 
tan Archers fell^ with about feventy of his Men ; the 
reft,efcajiing to the Macedonian Brigades of Horie 
and Targeteers, which were polled without the Walls. 
Alexander beholding the Flight of his Soldiers, and 
the cpnfuled'and dilorderly Purluit of the STbehans^ 
fell upon them afrefli with a choice Body, and drove 
them back into the City ^ and fo great was their 
Pear and Terror in their Flight, that they neglefted 
to fliut their Gates, and fo the Conquerors entered 
with the Conquered ; for that Part of the Walls, by 
reafon of the numerous Guards ellewhere,' was with- 
out Defence. When they came to the Cadmcean 
Tower, the Garrifori of that Fort rulh'd fuddenly 
forth, and joining with the Macedonians^ made a 
great Slaughter of the T'bebans as far as Ampbion's 
Temple : other Parties purfued them inta the Fo^ 

C z rum. 
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rum. A few of the Citizens made a Stand near the 
Temple o£ Ampbion ; but perceiving thieir Cafe deipc- 
rate, and that Alexander with his Troops prewd 
hard upon them, as alfo that their Hx>rfe ^weredi- 
lpers*d about the Country, refblved to conlult their 
own Safety : And ndw the Macedonians thcmfelvcs 
were not more implacable, than the Pbdcaans^ 
Plataansy and the reft of the Bosotians-y for the 
the Citizens made no further Refiftancc, they were 
flain without Mercy; arid now neither' private Houfes 
nor Temples were regarded, nor Sex nor Age (pared 
* in that general Deftrudion. 

C H A P. IX. 

t ' ' ' • 

T' H E ' Ruin of lb great a City, €q fuddenly 
brought about, and £b contrary to the Ex- 
pedation of. the Vidors, as well as the Vanquifhed, 
ftruck no finall Terror into all the other States of 
Greece ; for the Athenian Overthrow in *S/V/7y, tho* 
. in regard of the Number of the Slain, it brought no 
lefs Calamity to the City, yet becaufe the Army 
was routed far from home, and that it was compofed 
rather of Auxiliaries than Natives, and becaufe their 
City itfelf ftood untouched, and afterwards defended 
itfelf gallantly againft the Lacedemonians and their 



' IreinfljcmHs in his Supplement to Curtius, Book ^. Chap, ij. 

allures us, that Theses was befiegcd and taken by Storm, the iamc 
Da/, and quotes this Parage of Arrian for his Authority. He has 
indeed abridged Arrian both before and after that Paflc^e j but nei- 
ther Arria?;, nor any other Author lay fb ; and Coniidering the Cir- 
cumllances of the Story, it is very unlikely it fhould be true. That 
it was taken at the firft time of making a general Storm, may pafs 
for probables but that Alexander lay no longer than one Day en- 
camped before it,, wiB hardly be credited, without better Authority. 

Confe- 
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Confederautes, who vigorpufly aflaulted it, was le/s 
dreadful to the Athenians themfeh^es, and left fur- 
prizing to the reft of the Grecian States. Again, 
that other -^/i&^;?/^^» Overthrow by Sea, near the 
Mouth of the River JBg/V, was no ways comparable 
to this, in its Confequences ^ for there, the City re- 
ceived no other Damage befides the Demolition of 
her Walls, the Lois of the greateft Part of her 
Fleet, and a ftnall Diminution of her Power : For 
her antient Form of Government, as well as her an- 
tient Liberties, flie ft ill retained, and, after ibme 
Time, regained her Strength to fuch a Degree as to 
rebuild hdr Walls, repair her Lodes, recover her 
Dominion of the Seas 5 and not only fb, but to 
refcue the Lacedamonians, (who had long dif- 
puted the Sovereignty with them, and had well nigh 
conquered their City,) from the moft imminent 
Danger. That Blow given the Lacedamonians at 
LeuSra, and Mantinea was rather fliocking by 
reafbn of its Suddennels, than becaufe of the Mul- 
titudes of the Slain ; and that other which they re- 
ceived by the Bcsotians and Arcadians^ under the 
Condud: o£ Epaminondas^ wrought greater Aftonifli- 
ment by the ftrangenefs of the Sight, than the 
greatnefi of the Lois, both to the Lacedcemonians 
and their Confederates. The lacking of the City 
Platcea^ by realbn of the Imall Numbers there flain, 
C fcr far the beft Part of the Citizens had before re- 
moved to Athens^ was lels calamitous 3 and the De- 
ilru6tion of Melos and Scio^ Sea-port Towns, was 
rather a Difgrace to the Viftors, than a Terror to 
the Grecians. But this ludden and ill-concerted Re- 
volt, and their quick and ealy Overthrow, the cruel 
Slaughter piade among them, by thole of the fame 
Stodc and Nation, whom old Grudges had rendered 
remorfdels ; and the fignal Overthrow of one of the 
moft powerful and warlike Cities of Greece^ may 
with (;he greateft Jufticc be referred to the Effeds 
of the Divine Vengeance upon thejn, for their de- 
. C 8 ferting 
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ferting the Greeks in the Median War, for falling 
upon the Plataans^ contrary to the moft (blemn 
Treaties, and utterly Ipoiling their City j for put- 
ting the Lacedamonian Captives to Death, againft 
the Grecian Cuftom, and laying the Country wafte 
where the Greeh encamp'd againft the Medes^ and 
thereby endangering the Liberties of all Greete j and 
laftly, for giving their Suffrage againft the Atheni" 
ansj when the Lacedaemonians and their Confederates 
confulted about the facking of their City. They 
are reported to have been torewarn'd of this great 
and terrible Overthrow of their City, by fundry Pro- 
digies from Heaven, which they all along difre- 
garded, till afterwards the Events recalling them 
to their Remembrance, they were forced to own 
them fulfilled. The auxiliary Forces, to whom 
Alexander had given the Spoils of the City, were 
placed as a Garrilbn in the Cadmoean Tower; but the 
City itfelf was levelled with the Ground. The Lands, 
iaving luch as were fet apart to facred U{es, were 
iharcd among the Soldiers. The Men and Women 
who remained after the general Slaughter, (except- 
ing ilich only of either Sex who were Priefts, or had 
privately recommended themlelves to him, or his 
Father Philip^ or fbme of the Macedonians^ by fbme 
fignal Service ) were ordered to be Ibid. Neverthe- 
lefs, the Houfe of * Pindar the Poet, and thole of 
his Relations, were faved, for the Reverence which 
Alexander bore him, Orcbomenes and Platcea were 



■ *' Bion Chyfiftqm gives another Reafop why Mexdnder laved 

.ytnJar*s Houfe, when he deftroy'd the reft of the Cfty : He tells us 
indeed, that he exprefs*d a high Refpeffc for Finder's Writings in 
general, and made it one of his chief Pleafiires to read them. But 
Siis Piece of Gcnerofity had a Foundation nearer honie^ for itfeeins 

nFindar had celebrated one of Mexa^der^s Faniily and Name. 

The Ruins of Pmdar^s Houfe were to be fcen at Jhebes id Tmu- 

'fanias's Time, who lived under Amoninm the Philosopher. See 

^'Xetmet's Lives ot 'the Greek Poets, 

' * then 
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dien reftored by Alexander $ Followers, and their 
Walls rebuilt. 

CHAP. X. 

THE News of the itbehan Overthrow was no 
fboner carried to the reft of Greece, than the 
Arcadians pronounced Sentence of Death againft all 
iiich of their Citizens as had aided the 5tbebans 
either with Men or Council. The Eleans reftored 
their Exiles, becaufe they were Alexander's Friends. 
The Cities of ^tolia, feverally, fent Embafladors to 
him, craving Pardon, becaufe of a Report which 
had been fpread abroad, as if they had defigned a 
Revolt as well as the fbebans. But the Athenians^ 
who were buly with their Celebration of the grand 
Myfteries, at the very Time when fbme pf the ^be^ 
bans arrived, left off their Rites, in a great Confter- 
hation, and conveyed their Inftrumcnts of Sacrifice 
out of the Field into the City, where, calling a Coun- 
cil ; by the Advice of Demadesy they eleded ten 
Embafl&dors from among th^ Citizens, to fend to 
Alexander, fuch as they judged would be moft ac- 
ceptable to him. Thefe fignified to him, tho' ibme- 
what unfeafbnably, the publick Joy of the Atbeni^ 
am for his fafe Return from among the Triballi and 
Illyrians, and for his Chaftifement of the feditious 
T'hebans. Alexander difinifi'd their Embafladors 
with a favourable Anfwer, as he had done the reft j 
but wrote an Epiftle to the Atbenians, wherein he 
required, that Demoftbenes, Lycurgtis, Hyperides, 
PolyeuSius, Charetes, Cbarldemus, Ephialtes, Diote^ 
inus^ and Merocles fliould be furrender'd up to him, 
alledging that they were the Authors of the Action 
at Cbaronea, ^ndof all the Mifchiefs which happened 
after that Tirtie, either to his Father Philip^ or him- 

C 4 felf 
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ftlf after Philip* s DeceaJfe^ and the ^bekanr thera^ 
felves were not more ftudious after a Change of Go- 
vernment than they, nor more eager for a Revolt. 
The Athenians^ without complying with his Requcft, 
fent other Embafladors, who belbught him to turn 
away his Wrath from thofe Citizens of theirs, whom 
he had threatened. This Embafly he hearken'd to, 
and pardoned them : And this he did, either out of 
Reverence to the City, or an eameft Defire of pafling 
over into Afia^ being willing to leave every thing quiet 
behind him in Greece. Cbaridemus alone, of all thofe 
whom he had required, and were not delivered up, 
he ordered into Baniflim^nt, who thereupon fled into 
Afia to Kbg Darius. 



CHAP. XL 

THESE Affairs thus concluded, he returned 
into Macedonia^ where he ' offered Sacrifices 
to Jupiter Olympius^ according to an Inftitution of 
ArcbelauSj and appointed the Celebration of the 
Olympick Games among the Aig(B. Some lay, he 
alio performed Sports in Honour of the Mufes. 
About this Tin^e came News, that the Statue of 



' Juflin, lib. xi. caf. f . tells us, that Alexander, before he under- 
took this Expedition into Ttrfia, put all the Relations of his Step- 
mother Euryilice to Death, whopi his Father JPMip had befb;-e ex- 
alted to Honours, and Places of Command; and that he even (pared 
not fiidh of his own Kindred as he deem'd able to ftir up any Se- 
dition m his Abfence. But as neither Biodot^usy Arrian, nor Flu- 
uirch mention any fuch Slaughter, we may, with fomc Reaibn, 
fiifpedt Juftin's Veracity, cfoecially feeing he has hardly one fingic 
fage throughout this whole Story, free fromi fbme confiderablc 
Error. • ^ • . 

Qrpbeus 
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Orpbeus * the Son of OEagrus the Jlbracian^ on 
Mount P/m^, fweat^ exceedingly: Various were 
the Opinions of the Augurs concerning this Prodigy ; 
but at laft Ariftander the ^elmijfean^ a celebrated 
Sootblayer, bid Alexander take Courage, for it fore* 
told that the Poets of all forts fhould exert them* 
felves to the utmoft, in finging and defcribing his 
great A6i:ions. After this, in the beginning of the 
Spring, he moved towards the Hellejpont^ Oeaving 
the Adminiftration of the Affairs of Greece in Anti^ 
paters Hands,) and carried an Army bf Foot, con- 
fiding of Archers and light-arm'd Soldiers, about 
3 Thirty thoufand, and a little above Five thoufand 
Horfe. He firfl direded his March to Ampbipolis^ 
by Way of the Lake Cercynites^ and thence to the 
Mouths of the River Strymon^ which having crols'd, 
be pafs'd by Moiuit Pangaa^ along the Road lead^ 



* Thcfe Accounts of Prodigies are common among all Heathen 
Hiftqrians, infomuch that there is hardly any extraordinary Eycnta 
recorded by Antiquity, without having one or two of them to fore- 
tell it. The Greeks were undoubtedly very fuperftitious ; and (uch 
Stories were either artfully contrived by thePriefts, to animate the 
Soldiery, or by Rhetoricians, Sycophants, and Hiftorians, in afterr 
times, tp cmbelliih their Works, which they imagined would be 
dry and jejune without them. Curfius is full of them, and dwells 
uj>on them with PlcafUre, to ihcw his Eloquence ; and ¥reinjhemms 
does the iame, in Imitation of his Mafter Curtius, Arrwn men- 
tions them but feldom, and generally gives us a Caveat concerning 
them, to put us in Mind that we ought not to /acrifice our Reaibn 
by believing Incredibilities, let who will be tlie Contrivers. 

^ 5^«/?'»> /^. xi. c»f, 6. tells us, his Army conlifted of Thirty-two 
thouiarid Foot, and Four thouiand five hundred Horfe, and that he liad 
One hundred eighty-two Ships. Frein/hemius, reiving upon Arrian, ac- 
quaints us, that of thofe Thirty thouiand Foot, Thirteen thoufand were 
Macedonians, Five thoufend were Mercenaries, and the reft were raifed 
out of the Confederated States ot Greece : That the TriSalli, Thra- 
ciansy and Ilh/rians raifed Five thoufand, and the Agrians One thou* 
liuid. Of the Five thoufand Horfe he fays, the Macedonian^ railed 
Qne thoufand eight hundred, the JheJfaUans the like Number, and 
the reft of the States of Greece Six hundred. Beiides which, Caffan- 
d-r brought him Ninety Thracian and TAonian Horfe, for the forlorn 
Hope. Vid. Viod, Sicul. /i^.xvii. f, 400. 

ing 
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ing to Abdera and Maronea^ maritime Cities o£ 
Greece. Thence he marched to the River Ebrus^ 
which being eafily forded, he proceeded through the 
Country ot Patis to the River Hfylas, and thence, 
on the twentieth Day after his Departure Scorn Ma-- 
tedon^ he arrived at Seftos^ whence marching to 
Eleusy he lacrificed upon the Tomb of Protefilausy 
becaufe He, of all the Greeks who accompanied ^^- 
memnon to the Siege of froy^ fet his Foot firft on the 
Afiatic Shore. The Defign of this Sacrifice was, 
that his Defcent into Afia might be more fuccefsful 
to him, than the former was to Protefilaus. Then 
having committed to Parmenio the Care of convey- 
ing the greateft Part both of the Horfe and Foot 
from Seftos to Ahdos^ they were accordingly tranl^ 
ported in One huhdred and fixty trireme G allies, 
befides many other Veflels of Burden. Several 
Authors report^ that Alexander failed fro!n Eleusj 
another Port in Greece^ himlelf commanding the 
Flag-Ship; and aifb, that when he was in the Middle 
of the Ilellefponty he offered a Bull to Neptune^ and 
the Nereids ; and pour'd forth a Libation into the 
Sea from a Golden Cup. He is moreover faid firft 
of all to have ftept on Shore in Afia compleatly 
arm'd, and to have ereded Altars to Jupiter De^ 
fcenfor^ and to Pallas^ and Hercules. When he 
came to "^ Illium^ he facrificed to Pallas Illiaca^ and 

having 



^ Stra^o afliires us, that in Alexander's Days, Illium was no bet- 
ter than a Viiiage, wherein was a Temple of Pallas, fmall, and in- 
confidcrabie J but that when he returned thither, after the Battle of 
Granicus, he enrich'd the Temple with Gifts, and ordered the Vil- 
lage to be called a City, appointing Overfcers to adorn it^^yrith 
ijsacious Buildings, and declared it tree. Afterwards, when he had 
iubdued the PerJ/ans, he promifcd, in the Letters which he wrote 
concerning it, that he would enlarge its Bounds, and eredt a mag- 
nificent Tcnftple, inftead ot the finall onej and befides, that Himfelt 
would fee folemu Sports exhibited there. After his Death, Lyfi" 
machus undertook the rebuilding of the Temple, and walled the 
City round y he alio induced many of the neighbouring People to 

* come 
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having fix'd the Arms he then wore in her Temple, 
he took down from thence Ibme confecrated Armour, 
whidi had remain'd there from the Time of the 
Trojan Wat. This Armour, ibme Targetecrs were 
always wont to bear before him, in his Expedition. 
He is alfb faid to have iacrificed to Priamus upon 
the Altar of Jupiter Hgrciusj that he might thereby 
avert the Wrath pf his Manes from the Progeny of 
s Pyrrhus^ whence he deduced his Pedigree. 



CHAP. XII. 

WHEN he arrived at IlHum^ ' Menetius the 
Governor crown'd him with a Crown of 
Gold ; the fame did Chares the Athenian^ who came 
for that purpofe from Sigaum ; and fcveral others, 
as well Greeks as Afiatics^ followed their Example. 
He then encircled the Sepulchre of Achilles with a 
Garland, (as Hephceftion did that of PatrocPus^ ) and 
pronounced him happy, who had fuch a Herald as 
Homer to perpetuate his Name ; and indeed he was 
defervedly fo ftiled, becaufe that fingle Accident 
had railed him to the higheft pitch of human Glory. 



come and inhabit it, and called it Alexandria, in Honour of AleX' 
ander. It afterwvds underwent fiindry Changes, and lies now en- 
"tircl/ wafte. See Strah, li6,xiiu p. 886, & 887. Sd. Cafaubon, and 
Santtf^ Travels, ^.23. 

5 Alexander deduced his Pedigree irom Hercules hy the Father's 
Side, and from Achilles by the Mother's. 

* Who this Menetius was is uncertain; Arrian only calls him 
i XJU&i^viTUff but Facius raihly intitles him RegiA clajjis Dux, If 
he was Commander of the Fleet, it is a Wonder we never hear a 
Word of him afterwards, and how Oneficritus came tofucceedhim. 
But many Things undoubtedly happened, whereof we, at this Di- 
ftance or Time, have no manner or Account remaning. Vide Gro* 
mvian. ad locum. 

As 
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As to his Adions, none had hitherto deicribed them ; 
in a fiiitable Manner^ either in Froie or Verfe, nei* 
ilier had any a^empted them in a Lyrick Strain, as 
the Poets had, heretofore, done thofe of Hiercnj <j^- 
lon^ ^beron^ ana many more, whofe Exploits were 
no ways comparable to his 3 iov which K^aibn his 
greateft A£b are lefs known than the leaf): and molb 
kiconiiderable of many antient General^ The Ex- 
pedition of Cyrus againft Artaxerxes with Ten thou- 
find Men, with the Captivity of Clearcbus and his 
Followers, and the Return of thofe Ten thoufand 
by Way of the Sea-coafl, under the Conduft of 
Xenophon^ are rendered much more illuflrious by 
Xenopbon's Pen, than either Alexander or his greateft 
Atchievements. Alexander never made War under 
another's Banner, nor had he ever an Occafion to en- 
counter thofe who guarded the Coafl, in his Flight 
from the King oS Perfia. And indeed there was 
never any General, whether Greek or Barbariany 
whofe Exploits, either in Number or Greatriefs, are 
fit to fland in Competition with his. This was the 
Reafbn which firft induced me to attempt this Hi- 
ftory, not deeming myfelf altogether unworthy to 
tranfmit thofe mighty A6b of his to Pofterity. But 
who I am, that thus characterize myfelf, and what 
is my Name, tho' That be far from obfcure, conr 
cerns the Reader but little to know 3 neither would 
he be any ways profited by an account of my Fa- 
mily, my City, or what Offices I have born there ^ 
let it fuffice him to know, that an extreme Paffion for 
letters, wherein I have always indulged myfelf 
from my Youth, has, to me, been inflead of Fa- 
mily, City, and Magiflraw all-together : Wherefore 
I may perhaps be little lefs worthy a Pla^ among the 
mofl celebrated Authors of^reece^ than Alexander 
^ippng her moft famous Heroes. 
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CHAP. xnr. 

• 

ALEXANDEK then moved from Ittinm to 
Arisbe^ where his whok Army had encamp'd 
after their paffing the Hellefpant^ and leaving Perco^ 
tas and Lampfacusy the next Day he arrived at the 
River Pra£lius^ which ifluing out from the Sides of 
Mount Ida^ &IIs into the Sea, between the Euxine 
and the Hellefpont. Thence, leaving the City Colon^^ 
he came to IJermotus. He there di^atchM a num- 
ber of Scouts before his Army, under the Command 
of Atnyntas the Son of Arrahceus^ as alio a Troop of 
thofe t^rm'd his Friends from Apotloniaj under the 
Condud of Socrates the Son of Satbon ^ and to thefe 
he added four Companies of Scouts. In this March 
he difpatdh'd Panegorus the Son of Lycagoras^ one 
of his Friends, to take PdffeflSon of the City Priajmsy 
which was furrefndered by the Inhabitants, xhe 
Perfian Commanders were ' Arfames^ KbeomitbreSy 
.Petenes^ Nipbatesj as alio SpitbridaUs^GovcrnQic.Qt 
Lydia and lonia^ and Arfites Prefident of that Part 
of Pbrygia which borders on the Hellefpont. Mem-- 
non the Kbodian dlffuaded the Perjtans from offering 
the Macedonians Battle, who were not only fuperior 
to them in Foot, but alio encouraged by the pre- 
ience of their King ; whereas Darius was abfent. 
He adviled them rather to trample the Herbage uu- 



■ TreinfhemUiSy in his Supplement to Curtiusy has changed this 
Gentleman's Name to Arfrnes) and charges Aldusy and all the Co- 
* pics of Arrian with Errors for having it Arfrmes, However, his 
Reafbn for this Alteration being no more than that the Termina- 
tion is a little more ^fual in Perfinn Names, I Ihall leave it as I 
found it, unlcfs I had better Authority for an Alteration. See Gro- 
mv, in Arrlm* 

der 
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der their Horfes Feet, to burn all the Fruits of the 
Country, and even to lay the Towns and Villages 
wafte ^ by which means, Alexander finding him&lf 
deftitute of Froviiions and Forage, would be unable 
to penetrate further. To this Arfites^ in the fame 
Council, is faid to have replied. That he would never 
fufFer fb much as one of the Houfes of thofe he had 
fubduea, to be burnt : and j:his Relblution was the 
more fatisfaftory to the Peffians^ becaufe they then 
begun to fulpeft, thsx Memnon endeavoured, to pro- 
r tra^ the War, for the fake of the Royal Hohotirs 
he enjoy*d. . ' ^ 




^^^^^m^mw^^^ ^ 



CHAP. XIV. ' 

IN the mpan while, ^exander drew near the Ri- 
ver ' Grmious with a choice Anny, which hav- 
ina ranged into a double Phalanx, he placed the 
HOTfe on the two Wings, and the Baggage a^ 
other Carriages in the Rear. The Scouts, whol[e 



' Frem/hemtiSf Suppl. Curt* U^. if. f^f, f, gives «s an Acccamt 
of a remarkable Prodigy which happen^ here before tjiis Battle ,• 
which may fervc to convince us whence moft Stories of Omens 
had their Rife : " That the Soldiers Minds might be the better 
**. confirm'd in their Hopes of Victory, iays he, while the Priefi; 
" was iacrificing for a iafe Faflage oyer the River Grampus, the 
** King gave him fecret Orders to write Ibme reversed Chara£bers, 
« with a certain Liquor, in the Palm of his Hand, which being 
*« clapp'd upon the reeking Liver, would appear right. The Wri- 
« ting was to fignif'y, that the Gods had decreed the Victory to 
*' Alexander " This infpired the Soldiers with luch Courage, 
that they no longer doubted the Favour of the Gods, and there- 
fore refblutely feiied on the Vidlory, becaufe, by the irreverliblc 
Decrees of Fate, they believed it their own already. See Vrontinus^s 
Stratagem^ lib. i. caf. 1 1 .— And indeed, when the Priefi and the 
General club for a Miracle, it is the leaft the Soldiers can do to 
give zn implicit Faith to it. 

Office 
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Office was to furvey the £nemies Strength, as al£> 
the Hdriemen, who were arm'd with Pikes, and the 
4]ght^mi'd Soldiers, in Number abiMit Five hundred, 
were under the Command of Hegefocus. He was 
now not fiir from the River Granicus^ when Ibme of 
his Scouts hafted to him, with the utmoft Expedi- 
tion, and brought him News that the Perfians, with 
a well appointed Army, lay incampM on the other 
Side J whereupon he drew up his Forces in Battle 
Array. Then Parnwnia^ approaching him, is faid to 
have 4>oke to this EfEcA : It feems good, O Kiqg^ 
^' that we fhould, at this Time, encamp as near t^e 
^^ Bank of the River as poffible j ior I cannot iiippofe 
*' that the Enemy, who are to fiir inferior to us in 
^^ Foot, will remain all Night in their pre&nt Encamp-* 
*' ment ^ which will give an ealy Paflage to cmr Army 
^^ to-morrow as ioon as the Dawn appears ^ for we 
^^ may then pais over before they can draw up in.Or- 
^^ der of Battle ; whereas we cannot now attempt it, 
^^ without mamfeft Hazard. Befides, we can never 
^^ propoie to convey an Army over a River, when 
^^ an Enemy ftands on the pppofite Bank, ready to 
*' dtfpute the Paflage 5 efpecially, feeing the Stream 
^^ is deep, and full of Eddies, and the oppofite Shore 
'^ fteep and rug^d^ and therefore our Enemies 
^ wcll-order'd Cavalry will certainly attack us as we 
'^ climb the other Baidc, ;and- fall upon our Wings, 
^^ where they are the moft expofed. Such a Blow as 
*^ this, at our firft fetting out, would not only be 
^^ terrible at this JuncSture, but a grievous Specimen 
" of ill Succeft throughout the whole War." To 
whom Alexander replied, ^^ Thefe Refiedtions of 
*' yours arc certainly juft, O Parmenio : But it 
'^ would be a mighty Difgrace to us, who have fb 
'' eafily pafs'd the Hellefpont^ to be ftopt here by 
'^ this Brook, ( for fo. by way of Scorn, he termed 
'^ the River Granicus) and hindered from reaching 
^^ the other Shore. This, I am perfuaded, would 
'^ refled upon the Glory of the Macedonians^ and 

" my 
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*' my Readinefi irt encountef ing Dangers ; and be- 
*^ fides, thdPerJtans will fureJy ftite thennielves our 
*' Equals in War, unlefs we, in this firft Conflidfc, do 
" ibmething worthy the TerrdT which we bear. 




\ . 
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HAVING thus l]^ke, he ajjpointed Patmenio 
over the Lifeft Wing, and in the Right, where 
himfelf prefided, iwas Pbilotas the Son oiParmemo^ 
with the Royal Cohort, arid the Archers and Agri- 
ans^ as alfb yimyntas the Son of Arabceus^ with 
the Pikemen, the Paoniansj and Socrates^ s Cohort. 
N ext theft were the Royal Tat^teers, commanded 
by Nicanor^ another of Parmenti/s Sons. Then the 
Battalion ofP^rdiccas the Son of Orontes ; and after 
theft, that of Cccnus the Son of Polmocrates. Next, 
thofe of Craterus the Son of Alexander ^ and Amyntas 
the Son of Andromenes. And laft of all, the Forces 
headed by Philip the Son of Amyntas. The firft on 
the Left Wing, were the ^heffalian Horfe, com- 
manded by Colas the Son of Harpalus: Then, a 
Troop of Auxiliaries led on by Philip the Son of 
Menelaus. Next to theft, the Tbraciansj headed by 
Agathon. After theft, were the Foot, and the Squa- 
drons of Craterus^ Meleager^ and Philip^ reaching 
quite to the Centre of the Army. The Perfian 
Forces confifted of about Twenty thouland Horfe, 
and near the fame Number of mercenary Troops of 
Foot. Their Horfe ftood ftretch'd out in a long 
Range, on the Bank of the River, and the Foot be- 
hind them. But when they beheld Aleyiander him- 
felf facing their Left Wing, (for he was eafily 
known, as well by the briglitnefs of his Armour, 
as bv the fiercenefs of the Countenances of his Body 
Guards) they there placed their Horfe thicker upon 

the 
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the Bank. Both Afihies then ftood, fbme time, 
fi'pnting each other, and obferved a profound Si- 
lence, as tho' they dreaded the Event The Perfians 
waited till the Macedonians fhould enter the River, 
that they might attack theiil as they ciame forth ; 
whereupon Alexander mounting his Steed, and ex-* 
horting thofe about him to follow his JSxatnple, and 
behave themfelVes like Men, he fent the light 
Horfe into the River, with the Paoniam^ and one 
Troop of* Foot, led by Amyntas the S6n of* Arta^ 
hatts ; but a little before this,, he had fent Socrates* $ 
Troop the fame Way, as alfb Ptolemy the Son o£ 
Philip^ on whom the whole Charge of the Horfe 
was devolved that Day. He himfelf led on the 
Right Wing 5 and the Trumpets founding, and the 
Soldiers railing a loud martial Shout, he entered the 
Ford, leading his Troops a little obliquely down the 
Current, left the Enemy fliould attack them before 
they could draw up ; for which Reafbn he endea* 
voured to gain the Shore, that he might encounter 
them with a well-order*d Body. 

CHAP. XVL 

'TpHE Perfians^ poftcd at the Place where Antyn-' 
X tas and Socrates firft approached the other Side, 
ply'd them warmly with Darts from their high Sta- 
tions ; and others, Mrhere the Shore was flat and 
level, threw their Javelins into the Water. Never 
was a more obftinate Conflid of Horfe known; 
thcfc puihing forward to gain the Shore, and thofe 
endeavoorfng to obftruft them. The Perfians fought 
chiefly with barbed Javelins ; the Macedonians with 
Spears. The Macedonians being far inferior in 
Numbers, received no Imall Lofs at the firft Onfet, 
Vol. I. D becaufc 
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becaufe they were forced to fight in a low flippery 
Place in the River ^ whereas the Perfians were pofted 
on an Eminence, which they had taken care to line 
with their beft Troops of Horfe. There Memnon^$ 
Sons, and there Mevtnon himfelf fought valiantly ; 
and all the Macedonians who firft attempted to gain 
the Bank were flain, except fome few who retired to 
yffexandery then in fall March towards them. He 
foon approached at the Head of the Right Wing, 
and obftrving the Place where the Perfian Officers 
and their Horfe ftood thickeft, there he made his 
firft Efibrt. TWe was then a dreadful Scene of 
Blood round the King, and tht Macedonian Troops, 
one after another, eafily gain'd the Shore. Tho* 
they fought on Horfeback, yet being in the Water, 
they feem'd to fight on Foot ^ for there the Horfe 
encountered with Horfe, and Man with Man. The 
Macedonians ftrove to drive the Perfians fi-om the 
Bank, and they endeavour'd to obftrud the others 
landing, and to pufli them back into the River. 
However, the Macedonians at laft gain'd the Advan- 
tage, and repuls'd their Enemies, partly by their 
Strength, andfuperior Skill in Martial Difcipline, and 
partly becaufe they ufed corneil Lances againft the 
others Javelins. Alexander having broke the Staff of 
his, demanded another from Aretes the Mafter of his 
Horfe 5 and when Aretes had broke his, he conti- 
nued to fight with the Shaft which he held in his 
Hand, till fliewing it to Alexander^ he ordered him 
another. Demaratus the Corinthian^ one of his 
Friends, reached the King bis own Spear, which he 
no fooner received, but viewing * Mitbridates^ Son- 

in- 



* Frem/hemius has fallen into an Error here, by tlic Similitude 
of the two Names, Mithridates, and Spithridates, Arrian expreftly 
calls Mithridates Son-in-Law to Darius, and Sfithridates Governor 
oi Lydta, as if it was done on purpofc to diftinguifh them from 
each other. Both of them were dain in this Battle; The firft 

was 
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in-Law to Darius^ mounted on a ftately Horfe at 
thQ Head 6i his Troops, he, with a finall Party of 
his own, met him on Horfeback, and ftriking him 
thro' the Mouth, cafl: him to the Ground. Then 
Kbcefaces^ in the Heat of his Fury, coming againft 
jHexander^ ftruck at his Head with a Sword, which 
carrying away Part of his Helmet, gave him a flight 
Wound ; but he perceiving it, thruft his Lance 
thro* his Breaftplate into his Body, and kill'd him. 
And now Spitbridates coming behind Alexander^ had 
already lifted up his Sword to kill him ; but Clitus 
the Son of Dropidas prevented him, for with one- 
Stroke he difabled his Arm, whereupon his Sword' 
fell to the Earth. 



CHAR XVIL 

IN the mean while, the Horfe continued pafling 
the River, as faft as they could, and join'd the 
Army ; fo that the Perfians were every where gall'd 
by their Lances, and borne down by them : They 
alio fuftainM no finall Damage by the light-arm'd 
Foot, who fought among the Horfe. They begun 
firfl: to give Way where Alexander fought in Perfori,' 
fbon after which, the main Body retired, and both 
Wings were overpowered and put to Flighty lb that 
above a Thoufand Perfian Horfe were flain by the 



was run thro' the Mouth with a Laoce j the fccond liad his Sword- 
Arm aimofi: cut oiF, as he was going Xo fhike Alexander, and was 
afterwards run thro' the Body. However, notwithftanding all this, 
jpremjhemius thinks them but one Perfbii. He was undoubtedly a 
good Chriilrian, and thought it unreafbnable that a Man ihould be. 
kiird twice, meerly becaule he i^ad the Misfortune to go by two 
Names. VUe Fmnjhtim* in Curt, lib, ii. wfp. / • - * 

D z Pur** 
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Purfucrs. Yet did not Alexander follow them far 
firom the Field, but faced about to attack the fo- 
reign mercenary Troops, whole whole Body ftill 
ftood firm and entire, as at firft ; but who feem'd ra- 
ther ihmn'd with the unexpeded Event, than fix'd 
by any ftcady Refblution; for the Phalanx of Foot, 
and the whole Body of Horfe, rufhing violently 
Upon them, they were all flain, not fb much as one 
of their whole Number efcaping, unlefs fuch as 
xnight conceal themielves among the Heaps of dead 
Bodies, and about Two thouiand who iRirrender'd 
themielves Priibners. Among the Perfian Comman- 
ckrs who fell that Day, were Nipbates^ * PeteneSj 
Spitbridates Governor of Lydia^ * Mytbrobuzanes 
Prefident of Cappadocia^ Mitbridates Son-in-Law to 
Darius^ Arbupales Son to Darius Artaxerxes^ Pbar- 
naces Brother to tl^e Wife of Darius^ and Omares 
Captain of the Band of Mercenaries. Arfites fled 
from the Battle, and efcaped into Phrygia^ where he 
is (aid to have ilain himfel^ becaufe he was deemM 
the Author of that great Overthrow. Of the Royal 
Cohort of the Macedonians^ about Twenty-five fell 
at the firft Onfet, whoie Statues, caft in !&*ais by 
Lycippus^ at the Command of Alexander^ were placed 
in the City Dio. The feme Artift alfo caft the Sta- 
tue of Alexander himfelf, in Brais : For he was fu* 



■ He is called TetMus by Treinjhemus in his Supplement, for 
what Reaibn I know not, fince all the Editions of ArrUn which 
1 have ieen, have it TVHwm* Vide Freinjh. Md Curt, lihAu cMf, f. 

* GrmefviHs is of Opinion, that neither Mjithrobmjmes nor .^« 
htfsdH are real ftrjmn Names, and imagines all the Copies of Ar- 
rmn to he corrupt. He has indeed been £o civil as to fiibftitute 
jbrtciiMites inftead of ArhrpMles^ but has left us to gueis for our 
lelvcs as to the latter. However, as his Jbrtoibarts is but come£^u- 
ral, and all the Copies of Arrtany according to his own ConfeiIion» 
run againft himf I would adviie the two Gentlemen, by all means, 
to reft contented with their preient Names., till ibme learned Cri- 
tick can afllgn them others, from fbme Authority better' than 
Conje^hire. Vide Gronov. ad Arrian. caf. xVii. 

perior 
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perior to all others of his Profcffion. Of the other 
Troops of Horfe, nigh Seventy were flain ; and of 
the Foot Forces about Thirty ; all whom yilexander 
ordered to be interred the next Day, and with them 
their Arms, and warlike Accoutrements. To their 
Parents and Children alfb^ in whatever City they 
were fettled, he granted the Freedom of the Place, 
and wholly releafed them and their Goods, from all 
Exactions, publick or private. His Care of the 
Wounded was no lels ^ for he went about, and vi« 
fited each of them, law their Wounds, and exa« 
mined how they received them, allowing each the 
free Liberty of^ being the Herald of his own Praife. 
He alfb took Care to bury the Perfian Captains, and 
the mercenary Greeks^ who ferved the Perfians as 
Auxiliaries^ and fell in that Day's A&ion. But 
as many of^ thofe Mercenaries as he took alive, he 
fent, in Chains, to Prifbn in Macedonia -j becaufe 
they, being Greeks^ had borne Arms for Barbarians 
againfl: their Country, in Oppofition to the Laws of 
Greece. To Athens he fent Three hundred Suits of 
Perfian Armour, to be hung up in the Temple of 
Pallas there, by way of Acknowledgment, and or- 
dered an In&ription to be fix'd over them, to this 
Effeft : " Alexander the Son of Philips and all the 
*^ Greeks^ except the Lacedemonians^ have devoted 
^^ thefe Spoils, taken from the Barbarians inhabit- 
^' ing Afiar 

CHAP. XVIIL 

CALAS was then conftituted Lieutenant of that 
Province inflead of Arfites^ and the fame Tri- 
bute order'd to be paid, as had been before paid 
to Darius. And as many of the Barbarians as would 
defcend firom the Mountains, where they lay hid, and 

D 3 furrendeip 
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furrendcr themfelves, were fufFered to return to tbeir 
Habitations. The Zelitae he pardoned, becaiiie he 
knew they were forced into the Barbarian Service. 
He then difpatch'd Parmemo to take DafcyHum^ 
which he eafily performed, the Garrifbn having 
quitted it and fled. He himfelf march'd toward 
Sardisj and when he was about feventy Stadia di-* 
ftant from that City, he was mat by Mytbrenes^ Go- 
vernor of the Garrifon in the Caftle, accompanied 
by the chief Citizens ^ thefe furrendering the City 
into his Hands, and Mythtenes the Caftle^ with the 
Royal Treafures therein contained. He then pro- 
ceeded to the River Ilermus^ about twenty Stadia 
diftant from Sardis^ where he encamp'd ^ and from 
whence he difpatch'd Amyntas the Son of y^drty^ 
menes to Sardis^ to take the Government of the 
Caftle, and carrying Mythrenes with him, treated 
him honourably. To the Sardians^ and other Ly^ 
dians^ he granted the Privilege of being governed 
by their antient Laws. He then entered the Caftle, 
which was garrilbn'd by Perfians^ and leem'd to him 
well fortify *d. It was leated on a high Rock, which 
was every where very fteep, and furrounded with a 
triple Wall. He therefore purpoftd to erecSt a Tem- 
ple on the Top of that Eminence, and therein to 
dedicate an Altar to Jupiter Olympius ^ but while he 
was yet in Sufpence, which part of the Caftle was 
moft commodious for that Purpofe, a dreadful Tem- 
ped arofe on a ludden, huge Claps of Thunder were 
heard, and a violent Storm fell on that part where 
the royal Palace of the Lydian Kings had flood. 
Thus the God feem'd to point out the place where 
the Temple fhould be erefted ^ and it was order'd to 
be built accordingly. The Government of this Caftle, 
he committed into the Hands of Paufanias^ one of 
his Friends ; but the Colleftion of Tributes and Im- 
ports to Nicias. Afander the Son of Pbilotas was 
conftituted Prefeft of Lydia^ and the reft of the 
Provinces of Spitbridates : and had iuch a Number 

of 
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of Horle and light-arm'd Foot allowed him, as were 
judg'd neceflary. Calas^ and Alexander the Son of 
j4eropus^ were dilpatchM into the Province governed 
by MemnoHj and with them were the Peloponnefiansj 
and moft of the Royal Cohort, except the Argives^ 
who had been left to garrifbn the Caftle of Sardis. 
In the mean while, the Fame of this Battle being 
every where Ipread abroad, the mercenary Troops 
which lay in Garrifon at Epbefus^ having leizM two 
trireme Gallies, fled, and with them Amyntas the 
Son of Antiocbusy who had before withdrawn himfelf 
from Alexander in Macedonia^ not becaufe of any In- 
jury received, but out of a certain Hatred , he had 
conceived againft him, as deeming himfelf too great 
to pay him any Homage. On the fourth Day after 
the Battle, Alexander coming to Epbefus^ ordered all 
their Exiles to be recalled, and having abolifhed the 
Oligarchy thereof, eftablilhcd a Popular Government 
there. The Tributes which he took from the Bar- 
barians, he orderM to be jpaid to ' Diana^ as afore- 
time. The Citizens hereupon calling off all Fear of 
their former Rulers, c6nfpired to flay thofe who had 
brought Memnon into the City, as alio thoie who had 
robb'd the Temple of Diana^ and overthrown the 
StSLtneofPbilip therein, and thoie who had defaced 
the Sepulchre of Heropytbus^ (by whom the City 
was formerly freed from Tyranny) in the Forum : 
And accordingly, having feiz*d Syrpbaces^ and his 
Son Pblegon^ with his Brother*s Children, who had 



■ That the Temple of Biann was {ct on fire by Heroftratus^ 
more than twenty Years before this Time, namely, on the Night 
tliat jilexanJer was born, is a known Story. It was then rebuud- 
ing with great Coft and Magnificence j and the King, to encourage 
the Ef he/tans to proceed vigoroufly in the Work, commanded, 
that the Tribute which they had hitherto paid the Ferfians, and 
which had been formerly dedicated to Diana^ fliould be reftored 
towards the finilhing this Fabrick. See this at large in Stra^, 

D 4 fled 
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fled into the Temple, they 4rew them forth and 
ftoned them* Alexander hereupon ftricSkly forbad all 
Inquiry after the reft ; for he was afraid, that if 
that Liberty was once given to the People, the Guilty 
and Innocent, cither thro* Envy or Avarice, would 
be alike Sufferers : And he gain'd himfelf a vaft Cre- 
dit among the Epbefians by this very K^ioxi. 



O^'JsS^^^^^^^^^^'SiS^^^S^^^ 



CHAP. XIX. 

ABOUT this Time, arrived Ambafladors from 
Mamefia and the fralH^ proffering to ftirrcn- 
der their Cities to AUocaftder^ whither he difpatch'd 
ParmeniOy with Two thoufand five hundred merce- 
nary Foot, and as many Macedonians^ befides Two 
l^undred of the Royal Cohort of Horfc. He alfo 
fent Alcimalus the Son of Agatbocles^ with the like 
Force, to reduce thole Cities of ^olia and Ionian 
which the Barbarians yet held. He moreover iiTued 
out his Royal Mandate, Thiat the Ariftocracy, or 
Government of the Nobility, fhould be every where 
aboliihed, and the Democracy, or Popular State, 
ict up : That all their own Country Laws (hould be 
every where reftored ; and that the Tributes which 
had been exaded by the Barbarians, (hould be re- 
mitted. While he continued at Epbefus^ he facri- 
ficed to Dianay and led his whole Army in Procef* 
fion, with all their Military Accoutrements, in Ho- 
nour of that Goddeis. Tnen, with the Remainder 
of his Foot, the Archers, and Agrians^ the ^bracian 
Horfe, the Royal Cohort, and three other Troops, 
he march'd the next Day towards Miletus. At his 
fkft Approach^ the outward City (as it is called) fur- 
rcnder'd to him, being without a Garrifbn : Where- 
fore encamping there, he refblved to iurround the 

inner 
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inner Gity with a Wall ; for Hegiftratus^ on whom 
Darius had conferred the Government of the Mihfi^ 
ansy had, before this Time, wrote Letters to him con- 
cerning the Surrender^ but receiving Intelligence, 
that the Perfian Army was not far off, he took Cou- 
rage, and refblved to keep the City for them. But 
NtcanoTy Admiral of the Grecian Fleet, anticipating 
the Perfians^ arrived there three Days before them, 
and with an Hundred and fixty Ships, took the Ha- 
ven on the Ifland Lade^ near Miletus. The Perfian 
Fleet coming too late, and their Commanders finding 
Lade already poifefs'd by Nicanor^ withdrew from 
thence, and came to an Anchor under Mount Mycale. 
Neither did Alexander defend that Ifland only by 
the Ships in the Haven ; but he tranfported Four 
thoufand J'bracians^ and other foreign Soldiers thi- 
ther. The Barbarian Fleet confifted of about Four 
hundred Ships. Parmenio ^dvifbd- Alexander to a 
Naval Engagement, afluring him, that the Greeks 
would be Vidtors at Sea, becaule a lucky ' Omen 
had juft happened : An Eagle being feen upon the 
Shore, from one of the Ships of his Navy. He alio 
added, that if they overcame their Enemies, they 



■ I have already taken notice, that fome Omen or other always 
preceded a^reat A£bion. Here, an Eagle is feen on Shore, from 
one of their Ships at Sea. This might be true, and nothing at all 
extraordinary in it. However, it muft be a Prodigy, and thev 
were to have the Interpretation of it. Parmenio interpreted it his 
Wnyj but that not pleafing Alexander, he was refblvai to have it 
his own. The whole was, undoubtedly, a Contrivance to animate 
the Soldiery, which they omitted no Opportunities of doing. Be 
it as it >vill, this may fervc to Ihew us that they placed no real 
Confidence in their Omens, if they ftippofed their Enemies Strength 
much iiiperior to their own. Parmenio would hazard a Sea-Fi^t, 
becaufe an Eagle *was feen from the Sea. No, lays jilexander, we 
will rather fight by Land, ^becaule the Eagle was feen on Shore. 
Alexander knew the Enemies Strength by Sea, and durft not en- 
gage them there; but he had beaten them before by Land, and 
therefore doubted not but he might do it again. So that he 
would have come to jufl the fame Rcfolution if they had feen no 
Eagle at all. 

would 
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would reap an immenfe Advantage from fuch an 
Engagement, during the whole War ^ and if they 
chanced to be overcome, he could not perceive that 
any vaft Danger could enfue, becaufe the Perftans^ 
by virtue of their Shipping, already held the Sove- 
reignty of the Sea, without fighting : As for his 
Part, he would willingly enter himfelf on board, 
and (hare the Danger of the Fleet in his own Perfbn. 
However, Alexander returned him Anfwer, That he 
was miftaken in his Conjeftures, and did not inter- 
pret the Omen juftly ^ for it would be a Point of 
imall Prudence in him, with fo few Ships, to hazard 
an Engagement againft a Fleet fo numerous; and 
with Soldiers fo little train'd up in Naval Difciplinc 
to pretend to attack the expert Cyprians and Pbmti^ 
cians : Neither was he willing that the Barbarians 
jihould try the Skill and Valour of the Macedonians 
on fo unliable an Element : And befides, fhould they 
be beaten in a Sea-Fight, an inexprcffible Damage 
would accrue to them, from the Fame their Enemies 
would thereby gain. Add to this, that if the Greeks 
were animated by the News of an Overthrow at 
Sea, they would begin to ftudy Innovations. All 
which Things, maturely weighed, he deem'd a Sea- 
Fight altogether uniafe, at that Jundure : And 
for his Part, he expounded the Omen in a different 
Manner. The Eagle, indeed, he allowed, promifed 
Succefs y but as fhe was feen on the Shore, it feem'd 
rather to portend, that he Ihould become Mafter of 
the Enemies Fleet, by beating their Armies on the 
Continent 
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CHAP. XX. 

ABOUT " this Time Glaucippusy one of the 
chief Men of Miletus^ was dilpatchM to ^lex- 
ander from the People and foreign Auxiliaries, ( to 
whom the chief Care of the City was committed) 
to acquaint him, that the Milefians were willing 
their Walls and Gates fliould be free to him as weU 
as the Perjiansj if on thefe Terms, he would raife 
his Siege. Alexander^ upon this, ordered the MeC- 
fenger immediately to return, and tell the Citizens to 
prepare every thing for a fpeedy Storm. Where- 
upon he moved his Engines to the Walls, which, in 
a fliort time, being partly ihaken, and partly beat 



* This whole Chapter Jretnjhemius has tranflatcd, and inferted 
in his Supplement, lib/vi, caf.j, and indeed it is evident he has 
taken the whole Subftance of his Supplement from Arrian. How- 
ever, to ihew us that Miracles are of Force to convince us of the 
Truth of Hiftory, as well as of Religion, he has obliged his Readers 
with no fewer than three, from fo many different Authors. The 
firft (if I miftake not) is from LaSiantiusy where he fays, that jilex- 
ander^s Soldiers having ftorm'd the City, broke into the Temple of 
Ceres, with a Defign to plunder it, but a Fire fuddenly rufh'd from 
the inner Parts thereof, like Lightning, and put forth the facrile- 
gious Wretches Eyes. The fecond is from AtlnriAusy who acquaints 
us, that Mexfinder found a Spring there, which at its Head was 
brackifh, but atter it had run fome Space uppn the Surface of the 
Earth, (without any Mixture of other Water, I fuppofe, for other- 
wife the Miracle is not worth a Farthing) it became exceeding 
Iweet and pleafant to the Tafte. But the third from Tlifiy far out- 
docs the other two : For he iays, that a Dolphin at f»J[oy (a Town 
upon an Ifland not far trom Miletus) being cnamour'd with a Boy, 
knew his Voice' What modern Philofbpher after this, dares 

vouch that Fifh cannot hear ? ■ ■ » and whenever he was call'd, 
took him upon his Back, and convey'd him fafe thro* the Waters. 
Whereupon Alexander, imagining the Boy a Favourite of Neptune^ 
appointed him his Pricft. — Arrim undoubtedly knew thefe 
Stories, but dcem'd them inconfillcnt with the Gravity of an Hi- 
florian. 

down; 
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down ; he drew his Army forwards, that they might 
make a fudden £ntrance where-ever a Breach be* 
came practicable ^ the Perfians^ all this while, no 
further off than Mycale^ being Witnefles of the 
Streights of their befiegcd Friends. Nicanor^ in the 
mean time, oblerving Alexanders Motions, made 
Sail from the Ifland Lade^ and coafting along Shore, 
entered the Haven of Miletus ^ in the very Jaws, or 
parroweft Parts of which, ranging his Triremes^ with 
their Beaks towards the Sea, he at once (hut up the 
Entrance of the Port from the Perfian Navy, and 
put an End to all the Citizens Hopes of Succour. 
The Macedonians then entering the City, and rnfli- 
ing forwards, and the Milefians and mercenary Sol- 
diers now defpairing of Safety, fbme of them caft 
themfelves into the Sea, and lying upon their Shields 
cfcaped fafe into a certain Ifland, whofe Name is 
now unknown. Others leaping into their Boats, as 
they endeavour^ to efcape the Macedonian Triremes, 
were taken at the Mouth of the Haven ; and many 
were flain in the City. Alexattder having gained the 
Place, moved next with his Fleet, to aflault thofe 
who had fled into the Ifland ; and having order'd 
Ladders to be fix'd to the Beaks of their Ships, they 
begun to climb up a Fart thereof, as fteep asa Wall: 
But when he perceived that the Iflanders were rc- 
Iblved to hold out to the laft Extremity, he was 
moved with Compaflion towards them, as deeming 
them both Brave and Loyal; wherefore he lent 
them Propolals, that the mercenary Greeks ftiould 
lerve under him, and receive his Pay, and that the 
Milefians^ who had faved themfelves from Slaugh- 
ter in the City, fljould have Life and Liberty 
granted them. The Barbarian Fleet then moving 
from Mycale^ failed all Day in View of the Grecians j 
hoping by that means to dare them to an Engage* 
ment at Sea, and at Night they returned to their 
former Station, which was no way commodious, be- 
caufe they were forc4^ to fend as £tr as the Mouthy 

of 
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of the River Mxander for frelh Water. Alexander 
receiving Intelligence of this, and having blockM up 
the Mouth of theHaven of Miletus with his Ships, 
fb as to hinder the Enemies Fleet from entering it, 
diipatchM Pbilotas with all his Horfe, and three 
Troops of Foot, to Mycale^ to hinder the Perfians 
from landing ; who being hereupon reduced to great 
Streights for want of Water, and other Neceflaries ; 
and befieged every where, but on board j they faifed 
thence to Samos^ where furnifbing themfelves wirii 
whatever they wanted, they came to Miletus^ and 
drawing up the chief part of their Fleet before the 
Haven, to provoke the Macedonians to put out to 
Sea, five of their Ships run themfelves into a certain 
Creek, between the other Ifland and the Army, in 
hopes to lurprize Alexanders empty Fleet ; for they 
knew that the Sailors were difperfed up and down, 
far from their Ships, Ibme to gather Wood, others 
Provifions, others Plunder, and fbme were abient 
on other Occafions. Alexander no {boner fiw the 
five Perfian Ships approach, but he difpatch'd ten 
out of his Fleet, well Mann'd, to meet them, with 
Orders to engage them. But they perceiving the 
Macedonians bear up towards them, contrary to their 
Expeftations. ftood immediately away, and returned 
to the reft of their Navy ; only one of them, be- 
longing to the Jaffi^ a heavy Sailor, was taken 5 but 
the other four being fwifter, efcaped lafe to their 
own Triremes. Upon which Difappointment, the 
Perfians growing weary of their Undertaking, drew 
off their FJect from before Miletus. 
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CHAP. XXL 

ALEXANDEK then, partly for want of 
Money, and partly becauie nis Naval Force 
was inferior to the Perfians^ refolved to difcharge 
his Fleet ; for he was unwilling to hazard his Army 
in any Engagement by Sea. He confidered alio, that 
now he had got Footing on the firm Land of Afia^ 
he would not ftand in need of a Fleet ; and when 
their Sea-ports were taken, the Perfians would alfo 
be under a neeeflity of difcharging theirs ^ for they 
'would neither be able to procure a conftant Supply 
of Oars, nor would they have fo much as one Port 
in Afia to betake themfolves to : And thus he inter- 
preted the Omen of the Eagle to fignify, that he 
Ihould deftroy the Enemies Naval Force by his 
Land Army. After this, he dire&ed his March 
ftraight to Caria^ becauie a great Body of Troops, 
as well Barbarians-as Auxiliaries, were laid to be in 
Halicarnaffus. Wherefore, all the Towns between 
Miletus and Halicarnaffus lurrendering at his firft 
Approach, he encamp a five Stadia diftant from the 
City, becaufe he imagined the Siege thereof might 
take him up fome Time, the Place being well fortified ; 
and where-ever there feem'd to be any Deficiency of 
Strength, Memnon^ who was there prelent, and had 
been before declared Admiral of Darius's Fleet, and 
Governor of all Lower Afia^ had fupplied it long be- 
fore 5 for many Troops of Mercenaries lay there in 
Garrifon, befides feveral, of Perfian Soldiers ^ he had 
' alfo brought the Triremes into the Haven, imagin- 
ing they would be of great Advantage to him, in 
the Prefervation of the City : and accordingly, on 
the very firft Day of the Siege, while Alexander was 
leading his Army forwards to the Walls, near the 

Gate 
t 
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Gate looking towards Mylajfa^ a ftrong Party iflued 
out on a fudden, and a Iharp Skirmifh happened ; 
but the Macedonians^ bearing hard upon them, beat 
them back, and forced them to retire within their 
Walls. A few Days after this, Alexander drew out 
his Targeteers, and Royal Cohort of Horfe, as alfo 
Terdiccas^ and Meleagers Troops of Foot, with the 
Archers and Agrians^ to that Part of the City which 
looks towards Myndus^ that he might view the 
Wall, and try if it was more eafy to be aflaulted 
there than elfewhere, or if by Ibme fudden and un* 
cxpedked Excurfion, he might not furprize Myndus 
itfelf i for the reducing that City, he thought, would 
greatly contribute to his making himlelf Mafter of 
Halicarnajfus ; and not only fb, but fbme of the 
Myndians had promifed to furrender their City to 
him, if he would make his Approach thither fecret- 
ly, and under Covert of the Night. At Midnight, 
therefore he approached the Walls, according to his 
Promife ; but perceiving no Signs of a Surrender 
from the Citizens, and confidering that he had nei- 
ther Engines, nor Scaling-Ladders at hand, as com- 
ix)% there not to befiege a City, but to have it deli- 
vered to him 5 he neverthelefs, ordered the Macedonian 
Phalanx to advance, commanding them to under- 
mine the Wall, which they did, and prefently over- 
turned one of the Towers thereupon, without making 
a Breach in the \Vall itfelf. But the Citizens making 
an obftinate Defence, and being affifted by the Ha^ 
licarnajfaansj who fent them Succours by Sea, Alex^ 
ander was dilappointed in his Expectations of taking 
it at the firft Aflfault ; wherefore, without more ado, 
he drew off, and returned to his Siege of Ilalicarnaf^ 
fus : and firft of all, ordered the Ditch which the 
Citizens had dug round their Walls, of Thirty Cu- 
bits in Breadth, and Fifteen in Depth, to be fiird up, 
that lb the wooden Towers out of which they were 
to diredl their miflive Weapons againft the Befieged, 
and their Engines to Ihake the Walls, might advance 

forwards. 
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forwards. The Ditch being accordingly filfd tip, 
the Towers begun to advance ^ but the Beileged 
iflued forth by Night, with a Defign of burning 
both the Towers and Engines, which were now nigh 
the Walls ^ and had certainly effeded their Defigns, 
had they not been encountered by the Macedotnansy 
who were placed to guard the Engines, and others 
who came haftily forth, at the Noifc of the Skir- 
mifli 5 fo that they were, with finall Lofi, beat back 
into the City. There fell of the Hahcarnajfceans in 
this Conflia, One hundred and feventy, among 
whom was • Nebptolemus the Brother of Arrabaus^ 
and Son of Amyntas^ one of thofe who had formerly 
fled to Darius. Ot the Macedonians^ Sixteen were 
llain, and near Three hundred wounded ^ for that 
Sally being made in the Night, they were the Jefi 
able to guard their Bodies, and avoid the Darts and 
Arrows of their Enemies. 



* 'O NforJSMfc®- 'AppA^autt tS "AfJ/lu *JVx^3^ &c. This, 
Treinfhemus, Suppi. Curt, lib, ii. caf. 9. has tran{lat»i> *^ NtoptoU^ 
*^ mus, who, with his Brother AmyntASy had fled to Daritis ^— ^» 
without taking any notice of the 'App«t^». But he is certainly in 
an Error, and Teems to have been fcnlibie of &me Difficulty in the 
Paflaee, by his leaving that Word untranflated : For he will never 
be amie to prove, that Amyntas the Son of Arra^dus fled to Darius. 
But it may be interpreted otherwise, without ftraining the Matter 
^t all, thus i 'O NeoTTroAs^A^ AJ>k\pif 'Appafieu4 n 'Afcvyrv : 
Neoptolemus, the Brother ot Arra^Aus, and Son of Amyntas, That 
the& two were Brothers, and Sons of AxnyntAs^ is well known. 
They had alio two other Brothers, Her$mtnes and Alexander, whoie 
Names are recorded in the Twenty-fixth Obaptcr of this Book. 
Sec GronoviHs^ Notes on this Paflage. 
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CHAP. XXIL 

•I 

SOON after this, two Macedonifin Soldiers, in- 
timate Friends and Companions, belonging to 
the Troop which was afterwards given to Perdiccas^ 
beginning to extol each his own Valour, and heroick 
Exploits, in an extraordinary manner ; and a Quar- 
rel arifing between them in their Cups, about their 
Honour, they agreed to arm themielves fecretly, 
and march towards the Walls near the Tower pomt^ 
u\% to Miletus^ defigning rather to make Trial of 
jeach other's Valour in fingle Combat, than of ad- 
venturing a dangerous Confli(% with the Enemy. 
The Townfinen, . however, cfpying them, and per- 
ceiving that only Two attempted rafljy to approach 
the Walls, iflued forth. But they flew the firft as 
ibon as they came near, and cafl their Darts at the 
next, who were drawn thither by the Noife, and were 
at laft overborn by Numbers, and the Difadvantage 
of their Station ; for their Enemies, in attacking 
them, threw their Weapons from an Eminence. h\ 
the mean while, many haftcd thither from Perdiccas* 
Troop, and great Numbers alio from the City ; and 
hence, enfued a {harp Battle without the Walls, 
wherein the Citizens were worftcd, and beaten back, 
and the City itfelf was on the point of being taken ;' 
for they were too carelefs in their Watch, and two 
Towers, with the whole intermediate Space, being 
already thrown down, would have offered an eafy 
Entrance to the Befiegers, had their whole Army 
attempted it. Befides this, another Tower which 
ftood next, being Ihaken with their Engines, had 
certainly fallen, if it had been undermined ; and this 
the Townfinen were not ignorant of ^ wherefore. 
Vol. I. E prepa- 
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preparing for the worft, they built another Wall of 
Brick, of a femicircular Form, within, in the room 
of that which was fallen down ; and this they finiih'd 
with no great Difficulty, becaufe of the vaft num- 
ber of Hands emplw'd in the Work. When y4lex-^ 
ander endeavoured to batter this Wall, the next Day, 
the Befieged fuddenly {allied forth, with a Defign 
to^ fet fire to his Engines, and ibme of the Sheds 
which ftood neareft, and part of one of the wooden 
Towers were confiimed, but the reft were iaved by 
Pbilotas and Helanicus^ to whom the Charge of 
them was committed But as foon as they who had 
made this Excurfion law Alexander^ they caft away 
their Torches, and many of them alfo threw down 
their Arms, and fled into the City : And as the^ 
Place, where they then ftood, was commodious, be- 
ing mounted upon an Eminence, they had the Ad- 
vantage ; for they not only direAed their Weapons 
right forwards againft the Engineers, but from the 
Towers at each End of the ruin'd Wall, they gall'd 
thofe who af&ulted the new-built one, on each Side^ 
fo that no Fart of them, except their Backs, re- 
main'd unexpofed. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

NOT long after this, when Alexander again 
applyM his Engines to batter the inner brick 
Wall, and himlelf was prefent to forward the Work, 
the Befieged, partly from the Breach now made, 
and partly from the Gate Tripylus^ where the Be- 
fiegers leaft expeded them, iifued out fuddenly upon 
the Macedonians ; fome brioging burning Brands, 
which they apply 'd to the Engines, and others com- 
buftible Matter, to increafe the Flames : But the 

MtMd(h 
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Macedonians attacking them vigorouily, and calling 
huge Stones and Darts among them, from their 
wooden Towers, they were foon put to Flight, and 
beat back into the City : And by how much the 
greater were the Numbers, and the more obftinate 
the Fight, by fb much the greater was the Slaughter 
of the Beiieged. For fbme of them were flain, va- 
liantly fighting Hand to Hand : Others were kill'd 
in Flight, near the Ruins of the Wall, becaufe the 
Breach was too narrow to afford Entrance for fuch 
91 Multitude, and the Afcent thro' it, was too fteep 
and rugged. Thofe too who fallicd forth by way 
of the Gate Tripylus^ were attacked by ' Ptolemy^ 
one of the King's Body Guards, at the Head 
of Addceus^ and Stitnander^s Troops, and Ibme other 
light-arm'd Soldiers, who eafijy put them to Flight. 
But a dreadful Accident then befel them j foi* 
as they endeavoured to make their Efcape over a 
narrow Bridge which they had laid over the Ditch^ 



* IPreinfljemiuSy in his Supplement to Cttrtius, /i^. ii. cap, lo. tells 
us, that this was Ptolemy the Son of Philipy and quotes two Paflages 
ii^Arriany to prove his Aflertion; the firft is Chaf, i^, the iecond 
points to this Place, as if they both related to the iame Perfbh. 
The firft. Chap, if. runs plainly thusj Tdr 2«x^r«< iMfjr riro- 
As/Lcfluor ^ ^ihhimnt iyoviit. That this was FtoLemy the Son of 
Thilipy is indilputable j and that This was anbther Perfbn different 
irom him, h as certain. Three TtoUmys are mentioned by uirrian, 
who had all the Honour of being the King's Body Guards. The 
firft was Ptolemy the Son of Seleucus, mentioned Li6, i. Cap, if. 
dad again Cap. jo. and once more Li^. ii. Cat. 12. where there 
is an account of his being flain at the Battle or Iffus. The fecond 
is the Ptolemy wc now treat of, who died in this Siege. The third 
is Ptolemy the Son of Lagus. That Ptolemy the Son of Philip was 
the iame whom Mexander appointed Prefident of Cariay and who 
overthrew Ormto&ates, is evident horn uirrian, Li^. ii. Cap. f. 
firom whence we may rationally infer, that he could not be kilfd 
here, and come to Life again fo ion^ afterwards. It had therefore 
hccn Frein/hemms's beft, as well as iateft way, not to have pre^ 
£uned to comment upon j^rian's Words j for tho' I am not cer- 
tain whofe Son this Ptolemy'vr^Ls, yet I am afliircd, he was not the 
Son o( Philip, See Grcnovius*s Notes on this Chap. 
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the Bridge broke by the vaft Weight of the Multi* 
tudes upon it, fo that fbme fell headlong into the 
Ditch, fbme were trampled to Death by their own 
Party, and others flain by the Macedonian Darts 
from above. A great Slaughter of the Befieged 
was alio made at the Gates, which had been too 
haftily and unieafbnably Ihut up ^ for the Inhabi- 
tants, fearing left the Macedonians fhould enter the 
City with their own Men, ihut many of them out, 
who were every one cut off by the Enemy under 
the Walls. And at this time the City had been 
taken, had not Alexander cauied a Retreat to be 
founded, ( for he was defirous of iaving it ) to try 
if, by any means, the Halicarnajfaans would yet 
deliver it into his Hands. Of the Citizens, near a 
Thoufand were flain in that Conflid j of the Mace^ 
doniansj near Forty, among whom was Ptolemy^ one 
of the King's Body Guards, Clearcbus Captain of 
a Troop of Archers, and Addaus^ who had the 
Command ofaThou&nd Foot, beildesmany others 
of no mean Account. 



W^'A 




CHAR XXIV. 

AFTER this, Orontohates and Memnon^ and 
the reft of the Perfian Commanders, confider-- 
ing that they could not now hold the Town long, 
becaufe part of their Walls was already beat down, 
and part fhaken and ready to &11, and many of the 
Defendants either cut off, in the feveral Encounters 
which had happened, • or wounded and rendered 
unierviceable, and having weighed the Matter de- 
liberately, about the fecond Watch of the Night 
fet fire to the wooden Tower which they had built 
to guard them from the Shocks of the Enemies En- 
gines, 
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gines, and to the ArCenal where their Artillery was 
lodg'd, as alio to fbme Houfes near the Wall, which 
laft blazed out with much Fury, becauie the Wind 
letting that way, many Flakes of Fire were driven 
from the Tower and Arfenal thither. Hereupon, 
fome of the Townfinen betook themfelves to a Caftle 
in an Ifland, and others to another Caftle call'd 
' Salmacis. Which, when Alexander was informed 
o^ by (bme Deferters, and when he beheld the 
raging Flames, tho' it was near Midnight, he never- 
thele^ detachM a Body of Macedonians thither, with 
Orders to flay thofe who fet fire to the City, but to 
Ipare whomloever they found in their Habitations. 
As loon as it was Day-light, Alexander^ viewing the 
Caftles which the Perfians and their mercenary 
Troops had feiz'd, refolved not to lay Siege to 
them, as well becaufe the reducing them, confider- 
ing their Situation, would take up too much Time, 
as becaufe they would not be of any great Impor- 
tance, after he had reduced the City : Wherefore, 



' AnrMn makes mention here, of two Caftles, or Places of Strength 
and Security, whither the Townfmcn retired : One was in an Ifland, 
which he nlmes not} the other was called Salmacis, But Vreinjhe^ 
mius has made them three, and quotes DioJorus and jlrrim. See 
his Suppl. Book ii. Chaf, 1 1 . He places one of his trifles in the 
obfcure Ifland abovementioned^ a tecond he names Salmacis y and 
tells us of a third in the Ifland Cosj which laft he had from Diodo- 
rus. However, DioJorus mentions but two, any more than Arrian, 
only he gives us their Names different j for he calls the one 'Ax^- 
^oA/f, or a Caftle feated on an Eminence in the City: the other, he 
iays, was S/^ riip KSr- That there were not two Caftles in the 
City, Strah aflures us. Book xiv. and Vitmviusy Book ii. Chap, 8. 
«nd that there were not two oij the obfcure Ifland, is evident from 
Arrian, I am therefore of Opinion, he had much better have fbr- 
born bringing in I>iodorus» to fupply Arrian^s Deficiencies. And be- 
fides, the Ifland Cos, tho' not far from Halicarnajfusy was not how- 
ever fb near, as that Alexander could view the Situation thereof 
from thence, the next Morning, at Day-break, as Arrian aflures us 
he did, and judge it too ftrong tor him to reduce without a formal 
Siege, Vije Gron^v, ad Arrian, 

E J taking 



i; 



54 A R R I A N'i Hijiory of 

taking Care to inter thofe who fell' in the laft Con- 
oid by Night, he commanded his Engineers to con- 
vey the Artillery to Smiles, which City he laid level 
with the Ground; and marching thence into Tbry~ 
ia, left "a Body of Three thoufand Foot, and Two 
undred Horle, under the Command of Ptolemy, to 
keep the Country of Caria in Obedience ; for he 
had, before this Time, appointed y^da to be Gover- 
nefs of -Carta. She was the Daughter of Hecatom- 
nuSy and Sifter to Hildricus, and nevertheiefi was 
his Wife, according to the Carian Laws. Hildrtcus 
dying, left the Adminiftration of Affairs in her 
Hands ; for it had been an antient Cuftom among 
the j^fiaties, ever fince the Time of Semiramisy that 
the Widow fhould reign after her Husband's De- 
ceafe. She was dethroned by Pexodorus, who ufurp'd 
the Sovereignty ; but he dying, Orontobates, his Son- 
in-Law, was ftnt thither by Darius, to take Poflef- 
iion of the Kingdom. Ada held only one City iii 
Obedience, but that was the ftrongeft in her Terri- 
tories, and named AUnda. She went forth to meet 
Alexander^ who was marching with his Army thi- 
ther, and deliva'ing her City into his Hands;, adopt- 
ed him her Son. Alexander^ neither delpifing her 
Liberality, nor difdaining the Title of Son, which 
ftie had conferr'd upon him, left the City in her 
Cuftfidy ; and after he had demoliftied HalicarnaJfuSf 
and reduced all Caria, honour'd her with the Go- 
vernment of the whole Province. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 



SOME of the Macedonian Soldiers who ftrved 
under Alexander^ having married Wives, a little 
while before he undertook this Expedition, he 
deem'd their Cafe not unworthy his Confideration ; 
wherefore difmiffing them at Caria^ he gave them 
Leave to return into Macedonia^ and Ipend the Win- 
ter with their Wives j Ptolemy the Son of Seleucus^ 
one of his Body Guards, being appointed their 
Lieutenant. Canus alfo^ the Son of PolemocrateSy 
and Meleager the Son of Neoptolemus^ C who had 
newly married Wives ) were joined in Commiffion 
ivith him. Their Orders were, that, at their Return, 
they Ihould bring back thofe he had then difmifs*d, 
and with them, as many Recruits of Horfe and Foot 
as could be raifed in the Country. And this finglc 
AA of Alexanders endeared him as much to the 
Macedonians^ as any other throughout his whole 
Reign. He alfo, about this Time, difpatch'd C/^- 
ander the Son of Polemocrates to levy Soldiers in 
Peloponnefus^ and Parmenio^ on whom he had con- 
ferred the Command of the Royal Cohort, upon the 
iiune Account to Sardis ^ he alio ordered him to 
convey the ^hejfalian Horfe, and other Auxiliaries, 
and the Waggons, with him from Sardis into Pbry^ 
gia. He, in the mean time, * diredted his Marck 
thro* Lycia and Pampbylia^ with a Defign to reduce 

£ 4 the 



' Plutarch tells us, p. 10. Ed. Steph, that Alexander was fome- 
^vhat unfettled in his Refblutions, at firft, whether he ihould march 
4lire£bly forwards, and fight Darius wherc-ever he could find him, 
or endeavour to reduce Si the Sea-coafls, and render the Enemies 
Fleet ufel cfs i b»t while he was deliberating what Courfc to take* 



/ 
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the Sea-coafts, and by that means render the Ene- 
mies Fleet ufelefs : And accordingly, at his firft fet- 
ting otit, Hyparna^ a Town well fortified, and fur- 
nifhed with a good Garrifbn of mercenary Troops, 
furrendered at his Approach 3 and the Foreigners 
who held the Caftle, having received Terms, were 
fuffcred to depart. Thence, hafting into Lycia m^h 
his Army, he eafily gain d the uelmijje.ans ; and 
paffing the River Xantbusy had the Cities of JCantbuSy 
Pinaraj Patara^ and about Thirty more, furren- 
dered to him. Thefe Things lb happily accom- 
plifh'd, he march'd, in the very Depth of Winter, 
to Mylias^ a Province to named, which properly 
belonged to Phrygia the Greater, but by Darius's 
Command, was contributary to Lycia. Hither came 
the Embafladors of the Pbafelita:^ who requefted his 
FriendJhip, and prefented him with a Crown of 
6old i and hither alio, not a few of the Cities of 
Lower Lycia fent Embafladors to him, and entered 
into Amity with him. He thereupon ordered them 
to deliver up their Cities to thofe whom he difpatch'd 
thither for that purpofe ; which was accordingly 
performed. He then pafi'd into the Province of 
PbafeliSj which he reduced, as alfb a certain Fort, 
which the Pifidians had built there, from whence 
the Barbarians, by frequent Incurfions, had har- 
rafs'd the Country round about. 

^a Fountain, or Rivulet, near the City Xamhus in LycUt overflow- 
ing its Banks, threw up a Copper-Plate, whereon was engraved, 
in antient Charafters, " That the Time was come, when the ?er- 

l^fian Empire (hould be fubverted by the Grecians,^' This was, 

without doubt, a Device to animate the Soldiery. Its being wrote 
in antique Charadters, was no Sign of its being really antient j for 
w^e have an hundred Engravers, now living, who wiU imitate any 
Chara^ers, that ever were fcen, fb as hardly to be diftinguifhcd. 
However, it feems, the Charadfcers were not fo very antique, but 
thofe who were appointed for that Purpofe, could pick out their 
Meaning : and to me, it is no great Wonder they Ihould 5 for it is 
very probable, they who contrived them V7crc fct to work to in- 
terpret them. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

WHILE the King was in that Country, he 
received Information, that " Alexander the 
Son of Aeropus^ one of his Friends, to whom he 
had given the Command of the ^iejfalian Horfe, 
had conlpircd his Death. This Alexander was Bro- 
ther to Heromenes and ArrabccuSy who had been 
privy to the Death of Philip y and he himfelf had 
Ibme Share therein ; however, as he applied to him 
among the firft, after Philip's Deceafe, and accom- 
panied him arm'd to his Palace, he pardoned him, 
and afterwards heap'd many Honours upon him; 
for he gave him the Command of the Forces which 
he fent into Thrace ^ and Calas Captain of the 
fbracian Uorfe being difpatch'd to his Government, 
he had that Poft conferred on him. This Confpi- 
racy is laid to have been thus difcover'd: After 
Amyntas had fled to Darius^ and had carried him 
Letters, and Orders, from this Alexander^ he di- 
fpatch*d Afifines^ a Perfian^ much in Favour and 
Credit, to the Sea-coaft, under pretence of an £m- 
bafly to Aitzyes Governor of Phrygia^ but, in 
reality, to meet this Alexander ^ and withal to afTure 
him, that if he would murder the King, he fhould 
have the Kingdom of Macedonia conferred upon him, 
beiides a Gratuity of a Thoufand Talents of Silver. 
But Afifines being feized and examined by Parmenioy 



' This jilexanJer is fbmetimes call'd the Son of Aeropus, and 
ibmetimes Alexander Lynceftes, iby Freinjhemms i the firft Name he 
gives him from Arrian, and the latter, which was the Name of 
^ Country, in Compkiiance to Cnrtim aikl Diodwm. However, 
it was the &me Peribn. 



related \ 
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related the true Caufe of his Embafly ; upon which 
account, he was fent under a ftrong Gu^rd, to the 
King, that he might make the fame ConfefEon there. 
The King having then called his Council together, 
advifed with them, what was beft to be done : They 
all unanimoufly gave it as their Opinion, that he 
had trufted .the beft Part of his Horfe in un&ithful 
Hands, and therefore it was neceflary to di^tch 
him fpeedily out of the way, befpre he became Co 
gracious among them, as, by their means, to be able 
to raife any Infurredion. A Prodigy, which was 
j&id to have happened at that Time, ftruck them 
with no fmall Fear ^ for whilft the King, who then 
lay encamp'd before Halicarnajfus^ was iaft afleep, 
at Mid-day, a * Swallow making a great Noife, is 
faid to have hover'd over his Head, and to have 
refted, fometimes on one Side of the Bed, and fome- 
times on the other, and to have been more noiiy 
and troublefome than ufual. He had been exceed- 
ingly fatigued, and was not eafily awaked 9 but when 
her inceflant chattering rous'd him from Sleep, 
Jhe put her away gently with his Ha^id, notwith- 



«^ 



* Every Man to his own Trade. Where there arc Priefts, there 
will be Prodigies. The Seeds of Supcrftition, fbwn hj iiich in- 
duftrious Hands, fprout up into a plentiful Harvdl. The moft 
common and ordinary Occurrences in Nature, by fiich dexterous 
Managers, become uncommon and extraordinary. A poor, harm- 
lefs Hare crofling a Man's Way, a Raven croaking, an Owl ftaring 
him in the Face, or a Swallow chattering over his Head, (ball be 
deem*d fatal Omens. Here a poor Swallow fcU a chattering fb 
loud, that ihe waked Alexander out of his Sleep. I can fee no 
mighty Matter in all this. Had fhe with an audible Voice chanted 
out a Hymn to Jvfiter Cmfervator, till (he had waked him, and 
then fpoke articulately, and told him plainly, that a certain Namc- 
&ke or his was going to knock out his Brains, it had becfr worthy 
his Notice. However, as it was, the King heard the Noife, and 
the Prieft was to expound its Meaning: andtruly, becaufc the Swal- 
low was a domeflick Bird, adomeftick Confpiracy was portended; 
and becaufc flie was a loquacious Bird, the Confpiracy would be 
difcovered. Who, that had not been skilled in the Language of 
Qirds, could have given b prp&und an Anfwer? 

fianding 
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ftanding which, flie was fb &r from endeavouring 
tx) efcape, that fhe perch'd upon his Head, and 
ceaied not her Noife till the King was throughly 
awake. This Prodigy being deem'd of too great 
Moment to be difr^rded, he immediately coniulted 
with Arifiander the ^elmijfean Soothfayer, who af^ 
fored him, that a Confpiracy was formed againft his 
Life by one of his Domefticks, but that it would 
be brought to Light, bccaufe the Swallow was a 
domeftick Bird, and moft exceedingly loquacious. 
He therefore comparing the Soothfayer's Anfwer 
with the Confeffion of jlfifines^ difpatch'd yfmpbote^ 
rus the Son of AUxafider^ and Craterus his Brother, 
immediately to Parmenio^ attended by fome Per^ 
geans^ as Guides. Ampboterus having put on the 
Country Habit, to prevent Suipicion on the Road, 
came fecretly to Parmenio j and as he had brought 
no Letters froni the King, (the Matter beinj 
thought not proper to be committed to Writing 
he delivered his MefTage by Word of Mouth : 
Whereupon Alexander was there feiz'd, and com- 
mitted to iafe Cuftody« 



f2i£^i!i&£^£iss^£-&say»!sss^'^!^^i^ 



CHAP. XXVIL 



THE King then moving from Phafelis^ di- 
ipatch'd part of his Army thro' the moun- 
tainous Country to Perga by a nigher, tho' a much 
more difficult Way, Ihew'd them by the ' i'hracians^ 

while 



' It may be thought ftrange, that the Thracians (hould be cho&n 
as Guides in a Country fb nir dillant from their own $ but the 
Keader muft underftand, that there were two G>untries of that 
NamCy the one ThrMce in Eurofi, the other Thracia Btthyni^ in 
jifWi which laft was not far diAant. BeTidesi perhaps there may 
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while he led the reft along die Sea-coaft. Bat this 
laft Road ^ is always impaflable, except when the 
Horth Winds blow ^ but then, after the moft raging 
South Wind had held a long Time, the North Winds 
begun, and, by the Interpoiition of (bme divine 
Power, as he and his Followers declared, they ob- 
tained a iafe and eafy Faflage. When he had paisM 
thro* Perga^ he was met, on his Way, by the Em- 
bafladors of the Afpendians^ who promifed to fur- 
render their City into his Hands, but* intreated him 
not to impofe a Garrifbn upon them. Their Re- 
queft was granted, on Condition they would raife 
Fifty Talents, to pay his Soldiers, and give him the 
Tribute of Hories, they had hitherto given to Da-- 
rius. Thefe Terms being agreed to by the Em- 
^fladors, they departed. Alexander then march'd 
to Sida^ the Inhabitants of which City were origi- 
nally CumaaHSj from Cuma in JEolia^ and give this 
jlrange Account of their Original Their Anceftors, 
they lay, who left Cuma^ and betook themlelves to 
this Country, no fboner fet Foot on Shore, but they 
forgot theii^ Native Language, and begun to .utter 
their Minds to each other, in a ftrange Tongue, 
which, neverthelefs, had no AflSnity with the Barr 



be a Fault in the Original j for Gronovius teHs us, that in no fewer 
than three Manufcript Copies of ArrUn, it was not wrote B^MMy 
but K«x«^) which may perhaps be a Corruption from K« pf ^ j and 
k is Certain, Ctmn was juft in the Neighbdurhood. Vide Grww, 
ad locum, 

* Arr'wn here tdls us, that fomc divine PoWiCr muft have di- 
refted Alexander in his Paflage j but Eaderus, one of the Commen- 
tators on Curtius^ goes further, and acquaints us, that the Vamfhy^ 
han Sea fled back to make Way for AlixaTider, in the fiimc man- 
ner as the Red Sea for the Children of IfraeL Arrlan affigns a pro- 
bable Reafon for his Aflcrtion, namely, that the violent North- 
Winds which then blew, had forced the Sea back, and left thtf 
Shores dry. However, Plutarch afTures Us, that Alexander, in Kis 
Epiftles, mentions nothing unuflial in it at allj but only fiiys, he 
departed from Phafelis, and march'd through the Strcights called 
the Ladders. Vide Pltnarch, in vita Alexand. t-^^lS* & 1*36. 

harians 
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harians their Neighbours, but was proper, and pe- 
culiar to themfelves, and altogether unknown be* 
fi>re : From that Time therefore, the iSSdita had a 
Language different from all the Nations round them* 
yUexander having left a Garriibn in that City, di«* 
reded his March to SylliuSj a Place well fortified, 
and ftrengthened not only with a Garriibn of fb* 
reign Mercenaries, but a great Number of fioot 
Inhabitants ^ fo that it could not be taken by a iud« 
den Aflault. And now he received Intelligence, 
that the Afpendians refufed to perform their late 
Covenants, and would neither deliver the Horfes to 
thofe who were fent thither to receive them, nor 
pay the Money ^ but, on the contrary, having con* 
vey'd all their Cattle out of the Fields, into the City, 
fliut their Gates againft his Meflengers, and &11 to 
repairing their Walls, where-ever they were gone to 
Decay : Whereupon he returned fuddenly, and en- 
camp'd with his Army near j4fpendus^ 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

f"T^ H E City of Affendus is ftated chiefly upon a 
1 high and fteep Rock, the Foot of which i& 
walh'd by the River Eurymedon ^ but round the 
Rock, upon the Plain, are abundance of Houfes, 
iurrounded with a flight Wall. As fbon as Alexan^ 
der approached, the Inhabitants of the lower Town, 
diftrufting their Safety there, fled, and betook them- 
lelves to the higher Town, or Caftle ^ which, when 
he perceived, he entered the lower Town with his 
Army, and encamp'd within the Walls. The Be- 
fieged feeing Alexanders Force, and themfelVes 
hemmM in, on every Side, contrary to their Expe- 
dations, fent MeflTengers to intreat him to accept of 

the 
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the former G>ndidons. yUexander confidering the 
Strength of the Place, and how unprovided he was 
to undertake a long Siege, was willing to agree with 
them, tho' not upon die former Terms, but in- 
lifted now, that their principal Citizens fliould be 
delivered up as Hoftages ; that the Number of 
Hories which they had before promifed, ihould be 
pundually delivered, and the Number of Talents 
doubled -, and moreover, that they ihould be under 
the Command of fiich a Garrifbn, as he ihould place 
o«r them, and pay an annual Tribute to the 3f^* 
sedonians ^ and laftly, that the Caufe concernii^ the 
Fields, which they were laid to have wrefted utij-uftly 
out of thcfr Neighbours Hands, ihould be referred 
to Arbitration. All theie Conditions being agreed 
to, he march'd from thence to Perge^ and thence 
led his Army into Phry^a ; and his Way obliging 
him, he pais'd by ^elmi^us^ the Inhabitants of which 
place are Barbarians, a Colony of Pifidia. The 
City is ieated on a high Mountain, fteep and rugged 
on every Side, io that the ' Faflage up to it is diffi- 
cult and dangerous ; for the Mountain extends itielf 
from the City, to the very Road, and another 
Mountain rifes over againft it, equally inacceffible, 
{o that the Pafs is extreamly narrow, and by a linall 
Party might be entirely blocked up. The Jelmijfeans 
had polled their Forces upon both thefe Hills ^ which 
Alexander perceiving, ordered his Macedonians to 
pitch their Tents as near their Enemies as pofHble^ 
imagining, that the Telmijfeans would not long con- 
tinue their Stations there, when they came to lee his 



* The Defcription of theie Hills is not unlike thofe of the TyU 
Cafpid, mentioned by Pliny , lib, vi. cap, 14. The Reafbn, fays he, 
why they obtained the Name of J^yU^ or Gates, is, becaufe two 
Mountains are fepaiatcd trom each other, by a Pafs, fo very nar- 
rov/, that there is fcarcc room for fingle Carriages i and the Rocks 
hanging over Head on each Side, appear as if they had been fcorch'd 
with Eire. 

Army 
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Army encamp'd, but that the greateft Part of them 
^ould retire into the City, and leave bnly a flight 
Guard there. And the Event ftiew'd, that he was 
not deceived in his Judgment ; for a fmall Party 
was left to guard the Hills, and their whole Forcf 
befides, halted into the City ; j4iexander then im- 
mediately leading on his Archers and Darters, and 
light-ariT^ Soldiers^ attacked the Guard; where- 
upon the felmffeans^ unable to endure the Shock, 
betook themielves to Flight, and abandoned the 
Mountain, 

CHAP. XXIX. 

ALEXANDER having made himfelf Mafter 
of the Pals, encamp'd before the City ; and 
thither came to him the Embafladors of the Sel^^ea. 
They are alio ^ Colony of the Pifidians^ inhabit a 
populous City, and are a warlike People ; and being 
antient Enemies to the Telmijfeam^ they had di- 
Ipatch'd this EmbaflTy to Alexander^ requefting his 
Friendlhip. Their Requeft being granted, he after- 
wards made ufe of them, as faithful and valiant Sol- 
diers. The Siege of the City of Telmijfus was look'd 
upon as an Undertaking which would require too 
much Time ; wherefore he decamp'd from before 
it, and march'd to ' Salagajfus. This was alio a 

large 



' There is a prodigious DifFerence in Authors, concerning the' 
true Name of this City : A certain old Coin of M. Aurelins^ ' has 
theie Letters infoibed upon it, ytthttos'iy the former Part of the 
Infoription being obliterated. Whereupon Ro&erf Stephens afliires 
us, that Salaga^s is erroneous. Many have followed this Corre* 
dtion, tho' they have been ibmcwhat dubious of its Validity. Even 
frelnJhemiHs himfelf has choicn it, tho' all the Copies of Arrian^ 
from whence he borrowed the whole Story, arc againft him. Strabo 

ani 
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large City of the Pifidiam ; and notwithftanding all 
the Pifidians were deem'd warlike People, yet thefe 
were always counted the chief. There was a Hill 
which overlook^ their City, and which they ima- 
gining of no leis Importance than tl^eir Walls, from 
whence to annoy their Enemies, they ieiz'd it 3 where- 
upon Alexander immediately divided his Army into 
two Bodies. On the Right Wing, where himlclf 
commanded in Chief, were the Targeteers in Front ; 
next thefe, the Royal Cohort of Foot, extending 
even to the other Wing, according as the particular 
Orders for drawing up the Army were given out 
that Day. The Left Wing was commanded by 
Amyntas the Son of Arrabaus. On the Right Wing 
were placed the * Archers and Agrians ; on the Left 
the ^racian Darters, headed by Sitalces. As to 
the Horfe, they were altogether unferviceable, in a 
Place fb rugged and mountainous. The ^elmijjeans 
moreover, came to the Aid of thefe Citizens, and 
flrengthen'd their Force. And now Alexanders 
Army approaching the Hill, which the Pifidians 
had fortified, and attempting to afcend it, in Places 
cxtreamly fteep, the Barbarians fuddenly rulh'd 
upon both Wings from an Ambufcade ; for all the 
Faflages round the Hill were well known, and £uni- 
liar to them, but rugged and dangerous to the Af- 
failants. The Archers, who led the Van, being 
light-arm'd, were hereupon put to Flight ; but the 
Agrians ftood their Ground, for the Macedonian 
Phalanx was at hand, with Alexander at their Head. 



and Stefhanus write it SlAQ^4r2<» which approaches much nearer 
Salagajfusj than the other $ tor which Reafbn, Gromvius has thought 
fit to retain the old Name; and fb (hall I too, unlefs I could ice 
better Authority for an Alteration. Vide Groncv. ad jlrrian, 

* To^QTUf. This Word Tremfhemius has interpreted, Velites, or 
light-arm'd Men : A Word too general. And this is, fays Gronavius, 
like his Mafler Curtius, to Latinize a Greek Author, as if he were 
mad. Arrian calls them plainly, To^oTvtf dnejiffii i^MfffjAfHti 
Archers light-arm'd. See Gr^novins^s Notcj to jtrian, Chap, 29. 

However, 
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However, when they came to a dole Fight, and the 
naked Barbarians were to encounter with the arm'd 
Macedonians^ they were flain and wounded in great 
Numbers 3 and the remainder turn'd their Backs 
^nd fled. Th^re &li of the Citizens that Day about 
JPive hundred. But many being light-armM, and 
throughly acquainted with the Place, eafily elcaped 
by Flight : whereas the Macedonians^ by reafbn of 
the Weight of their Armour, and their Ignorance 
of the Country, durft not pretend to purfue them. 
However, Alexander being vi^Skorious here, imme- 
diately attacked the City, and took it by Storm. 
In this Siege Cleander^ one of his Captains, was 
flain, and about twenty Soldiers. He then march'd 
againft other Places in Pijidia^ and took Ibme of 
their fl:rong Holds by Force, whilft others were fur- 
rendered upon Articles. 



^ss^so&;^/>:sG^^^ 



CHAP. XXX. 

AFTER this, he hafted into Phrygia^ and 
pafl[ed by the Lake Afcania^ where Salt is 
naturally concreted, which the Inhabitants of that 
Country uie inftead of the common Salt made from 
Sea-water. On the fifth Day after, he pitched his 
Tents before * Celane^ in which City was a Caftle 
feated on an Eminence, and every way well forti- 
fied. 



* Thus far TrnnjhemtHs, the beft, as well as moft learned Com- 
mentator, that Curtim ^ver had. We now enter upon Curtms*s 
own Work ; and this begins his Third Book. He introduces it 
with a long Dcfcription of the River Marfyas, which is nothing 
at all to his purpofe, and in which he has committed a brace of 
Blunders. Defcriptions of Rivers, Mountains, Towns, and Coun- 
tfries, unlefs of abibliite NeceiTity, are fo &r from being of Advan- 
■ Vot. L F tage 
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fied. This was garriibnM with a Thouiafid CarianSj 
and an Hundred Grecian Mercenaries, under the 
Command of a Phrygian Nobleman. Theic di« 
ipatch'd ^ EmbalTadors to acquaint jUexand$r^ that 
if they received no Succours within a 4[:ertain limited 
Time^ by them mentioned, they would iinrrender 
the Fort into his Hands. WBsich Conditibnff He 
(judging much more convenient fer him, than to 
undertake a difficult and hazardous Siege 9gsit& a 
Caftle almoft impregnable ) thought fit to accept : 
and the Succours not arriving at the Time, the City 
and Cafliie were delivered up. yHsxauder pot there* 
in a Garrifcn of One thouiand five hundred Sc^ 
diers, and refted there ten Days. He then, having 
appointed Antigmus the Son of Philip Governor of 
Phrygia^ and Balacrus the Son of Amyntas Praefed: 
of the auxiliary Forces in his ftead, direiftcd his 
March to Gordiutn ^ and wrote Letters to Parmenio^ 
to meet him there, with the Troops under his Com- 
mand ; which he accordingly did. The Macedonians 
who had been fent home to vifit their new Wives, 
came alio to Gordiutn^ and with them ibme Recruits 
which Ptolomey the Son of Sekucus^ Canus the 
Son of Polemocratesy and Misleager the Son of Neo^ 



tagc to an Hiftonr, that they ferve only to confound the Reader, 
and divert him from the main Story j an4 befides, they arc the 
Province of Geographers, not Hiftbrians. But to proceed : he tells 
us, lib/m^ cap, I, 3. Edit, Varior. that the River Marias /preads 
itfelf, and waters all the Fields about, withoat recQiving any Addi- 
tion of other Waters.—— This is true as to the River Orgas, 
wherewith he confounds it, but falfe as to the other. Secondly, 
he acquaints us, that after Marfyas has run thro' Cellenji, it is call'd 
tycus. This is falfcj for Lycus is a quite different River, and paffes 
by Laodicea, See more of tiJs, in the Critidfm prefix'd to this 
Work. 

* Cttrtiusy lib, iii. cap. i, 6, 7, 8. and in Snakenburgh's Curtms^ 
P' fi> f3' ^ells us> that Alexander fent a Sunmions to the Citizens* 
who took the Meilenger into the Cadle, and acquainted him» how 
well able they were, to fiiftain a Siege. However, he iays, they 
afterwards defired a Truce for fixty Days. 

toknms^ 
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tofentiisj had raiied. Thcfe Recruits confifted of a 
Thoufiirtd Macedonian Foot, and Three hundred 
HbHe i Two hundred T'bejjalian Horfe, and an 
Hundred and fifty Eleans, commanded by Alcjas 
the Elean. The City Gordium is feated in Pbrygia, 
nigh the Hellefpont^ upon the River Sangarius. 
This River has its Rife in Pbrygia^ whence Sowing 
thro* the Bitbynian Thrace, it falls at laft into the 
Euxine Sea. ^ Hither the Athenians fent their Em- 
baOadors to Alexa/ider, befeeching liim to relcaJe 
fuch of their Citizens as had been taken fighting for . 
the Perfians, at the River Granicus, and were then, 
with Two thoufand others, kept Prilbners in Ma- 
cedonia. But they return d without obtaining their 
Requeft ; for He did not think it advifeable, whilft, 
the Perjian War yet continued, to remove that 
Dread from the Greeks^ who durft attempt to take 
up Arms for Barbarians, againft their own Country- 
men : wherefore he diipatch'd them with this An- 
fwer, That whenever the ^ Perjian War was finifti'd 
to his Wiihes, they might then fend their Embafla- 
dors, to fblicit for the Freedom of their Citizens. 



3 Curtius acquaints us, that thcfe Emlairadors met Alexaadtr at 
Ctllent, lii. iii. cuf.i, 9. 

* This Alexxftd'r did to keep the Grtcian States in Awe, till he 
had (iniJhed the ttrfan War, by detaining fo maoy of thck Ciri' 
zcDS as Holhgcs. 
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IN the mean time, ' Mevmon, whom 
King Darius had conftitutcd Admiral 
of his whole Fleet, defignlng to move 
the Seat of War into Greece, had the 
IHand ' Chios deliver'd to him, by 
Treachery : Whence, hoifting Sail for Leshos, and 
having reduced all the Towns upon that Ifland, ex- 
cept 

' Mtmwm the Rhciian, was the bed G^cral, both by Sea and Ldnd, 
that Dmiui ever had, and whom, by realbnof his unwearied lodufby, 
and e);a£t Knowledge in Military AfEiirs, Altxandtr chiefly feared. 
An Account of his Afts may be feen in DinJorui, 116. xfii. He it 
was, who took the IJlauds Ltitos, Chits, and Cts, and garriibn'd 
them with FtTj'ians: But while he was endeavouring to transfer 
the War into MaceJeaia, he was fcii'd with a peftilential Dileale, 
and died, and with him the good Fortune of the Firji»ns. ViJ* 
Died. Sic. SiB. /ii.xvii. p.fog. 

* Chioi is now called Sm; Lishi, Mtttlmt; and Cos, Lsnge. 
Thcie three are noble lHands in the Xg,t»» Sea. iteai the AfiMtic 

ShOTC. 
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cept Mitylene^ which declared for Alexander^ he ap- 
peared before it ; and ( as that City is feated on a 
Promontory) cut off its Communication with the 
Ifland, by a double Wall, fortified with five Caftles, 
and drawn acrofs the Neck of Land, from Sea to Sea ; 
whereby he prevented its receiving any Succours 
by Land : and with one part of his Fleet he kept 
FofleiHon of the Harbour, and order'd the reft to 
cruize near Sigrius^ a Promontory of Le^boSj where 
is a Road for Ships of Burden, failing from CbioSj 
GerofftuSj and Malea 3 by which means he obftrudled 
all hopes of Supplies by Sea. About this Time he 
died ; and his Death was a great Blow to Darius^s 
Affairs : neverthelefs, Autopbradates^ and ^ Pharna^ 
hazus the Son of Artabazus^ to whom Memnon^ at 
his Deceafe, had left the Navy in Charge, till Da^ 
rius ihould have Leifure to confider the Matter, 
(for he was his Sifter's Son) carried on the Siege 
with Vigour. The Mityfenians therefore, finding 
themfelves diftrefs'd, by Sea and Land, difpatch'd 
Embafladors to Pbarnabazusy and agreed to fur- 
render their City to the Perfians^ upon thele Condi- 
tions 3 (a;/.2.) That the foreign Auxiliaries fent 
them by Alexander ihould be fuffered to depart 
peaceably : That the Tables whereon their League 
with Alexander was engraved, fliould be deftroyed ; 
That they fliould enter into a League with Darius^ 
according to the Articles of Peace formerly made by 
Antalcis : That their Exiles Ihould return, and have- 
half their Effeds reftored them. Thefe Terms be- 
ing accepted, Pbarnabazus and Autopbradates en- 
tered the City, and introduced a Garrifon, com- 



Shore. They furrcndered to Alexander^ after the Battle of Grani- 
cusj but were again reduced by Memnon. 

3 Ctdrtius has not fb much as mentioned the Name of Auto* 
phradates, nor that of Phama^azus, till afterwards; and indeed, he 
has curtaU'd this Story fb ftrangely, that it is a ditficult nutter to 
underftand him. 

F 3 manded 
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nianded by Lycontedes the Kbodian. The Civil Go- 
vernment of the City was, at the lame time, com- 
mitted into the Hands of Diogenes^ one of their 
Exiles, and a huge Sum of Money extorted from 
them, one part thereof by a Tax on the wealthy Ci- 
tizens, and the refi from the Multitude. 

C H A p. IL 

PHAKNABAZUS then fct Sail for Lycia^ 
carrying the foreign Auxiliaries abovemen- 
tioned with him ; And Autopbradates had a Defign 
upon ibme other Iflands. In the mean while, D^- 
rius dilpatch'd ' fbymondas the Son of Memor to 
Pbarnabazus^ to take Care of the Mercenaries, and 
acquaint him, in his Name, that he was come to 
fiicceed his Father. Pbarnabazus having delivered 
up the Soldiers to ^bymondas^ inunediately made 
Sail to join Autopbradates. Thefe, Jointly, di- 
fpatch'd - Datames the Perfian againft the CycladeSj 
with ten Ships, whilft they, with a hundred, made 
ready to attack ^ ^enedos : They accordingly hafled 
thither, and entering the North Haven, difpatch'd 
a MeiTage to the Inhabitants, commanding them 
immediately to deftroy the Tables whereon their 
former Leagues, with Alexander and the Greeks^ 
were engraved ^ and accept of Peace from Darius j 
on the fame Terms which were granted them before 



* CtiTUHs calls him Thymodes, The Story of him, and his Fa- 
ther Mentor, a hravc and valiant General, may be fccn in Rhinec- 
eius, Tom. iii. of the RhoMan Commanders. 

* The whole Story of Datames the Terfian^ is not any where 
taken notice of by Curtius. 

3 Tenedos is a famous Ifland adjacent to the Trojan Shore, at the 
very Entrance of the HeUeffmt, 
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by jfntalcis. The Iflanders had indeed a much 
greater Affe&ion for yilexander^ and the Greeks ; 
but l^as their Af&irs then ftood ) they run the rifque 
of being deftroy'd, unlefs they immediately conde- 
icendcd to accept the Terms imposed on them 3 be- 
caufe He^locbusy whom Alexander had order'd to 
refit the Fleet, had not yet got lb many Ships ready, 
.as could give them any hopes of fpeedy Succour ^ for 
which Reafbn they were induced to a Compliance, 
rather out of Fear than Good-will. In the mean 
time, Proteas the Son of Andronicus (having ga- 
thered together as many long Ships from Eubosa 
and Peloponnefus^ by Antipaters Order, as at lead 
to fecure the Grecian Coafts and Iflands from In« 
fults of the Barbarians) upon Advice that Datamesy 
with his ten Ships, had cholen the River Sypbnus 
'for his Station, fail'd with fifteen Ships to Chalets^ 
ieated on the Euripus j and early the next Morn- 
ing to the Ifland Cytbnus^ where he Ipent the reft 
of^the Day in receiving more certain Information 
of the Place, where the Enemies Ships lay, and at 
tke fame time refblved to attack them by Night, 
that he might flrike the Pbcenicians with more 
Terror ; and when he was fully afliired, that the 
Enemy was at the Mouth of the River Sypbnus^ he 
fail'd thither by Night, and as the Dawn appeared, 
attacked them furioufly, when they leaft expeded 
it, and fbon made himfelf Mafter of eight of thofe 
Ships of Force. But Datames^ with the other two, 
efcaping, at the beginning of the Fight, made the 
bcfl of his Way to the reft of the Fleet. 










F 4 CHAR 
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CHAP. III. 

AS fbon as Alexander arrived at Gordium^ and 
had entered the Caftle, wherein the Palace 
of Gordius^ and his Son Midas, had ftood, he dilco- 
ver'd his Ambition of feeing Gordius^s Chariot, 
and the Knot which was reported to have been 
made in the Harnefs thereotj for ftrangc Stories 
had been told concerning it, among the neighbour- 
ing Inhabitants. This ' GordiuSj as the Story goes, 
was a Man of flender Fortune among the antient 
Phrygians, who had a fmall Piece of Land, and 
two Yoke of Oxen, one of which he employed in 
the Plough, and the other in the Waggon ^ and 
that on a certain Day, while he was ploughing, an 
Eagle alighted upon the Yoke, and there refted till 
the Evening. '^ He, terrified at the Sight, hafted to 
confult the ^elmijfean Augurs in that Cafe, ( for the 
Art of Divination was common to all that People, 
even to the Women, and Children, fb that it was, 
in a manner, hereditary) and when he arrived at 
a certain Village in that Country, he met a Virgin 
going to a Fountain, who foretold what fhould 
happen to him, and ordered him (as ftie was of the 
^elmijfean Progeny ) to return to his Field, and 
there offer Sacrifice to Jupiter. Gordius, on the 
other hand, intreated her to accompany him thi- 
ther, to teach bint after what Manner the Sacrifice 



' The whole Story of Gordius, from jirrian, Tremjhemim has 
interted in his Notes, as an Explanation to Curtius, lihAii, c. i, 14. 
EJ. Var. for he trifles away fb much Time in an unncceflary De- 
Icription of the City GordJum^ that he omits what would have 
been of much greater Ufc. 

fhould 
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fhould be performed. He, thus inftruded by the 
Virgin, took her to Wife, and (he bore him a Son 
named Mdas, who, when he arrived at Manhood, 
was both beautiful and valiant. The Phrygians 
were at that Time harrafs'd with a cruel Sedition, 
and going to confult the Oracle, were told, that a 
Chariot ihould bring them a King, who fliould quell 
their Sedition. Whilft they were yet bufy in offer- 
ing their Conje&ures about this Anfwer, Midas 
arrived, with his Father and Mother, and appeared 
fuddenly, in his Chariot, before the Council. They, 
hereupon, interpreting the Anfwer to relate to him, 
as the Man whom the God had told them ihould 
come thither in a Chariot, made him their King. 
Their Seditions he appeafed, and confecrated his 
Father's Chariot to Jupiter the King, by hanging 
it up in his Palace, as an Offering of Thanks for 
the Eagle (the Bird of Jupiter^ fent to his Father, 
by which he received the Kingdom. This was alfb 
reported concerning the Chariot, That whofbever 
could unty the Knot, whereby it hung, (hould ob- 
tain the Sovereignty over all u4Jia. The Cord in 
which this Knot was tied, was compofed of the inner 
Rind of the Corneil Tree, and no Eye could per- 
ceive where it had been begun or ended. Alexati^ 
der^ when he could find no poflible W«y of unty- 
ing it, and yet was unwilling to leave it tied, left it 
Ihould caufe fbme Fears to arife in the Hearts of 
his Soldiers, is faid * by fome, to have cut the Cords 
with his Sword, and affirmed that the Knot was 
untied. But Arijlobulus ailures us, that he wrefled 



* Curtius is one of thofc who affirm, that jtiexander cut tfie 
Cords with his Sword, lib. iii. cAf. i, i8. Atrian gives us both 
Stories, and leaves us at liberty to chufe for ourfelves. The latter, 
as being delivered by one of Alexander*s Followers, who was pre- 
sent, ieems the more probable. Plutarch alfo, in his Account ot 
the Life q£ ^le^tkkr, fubfcribes to this Opinion. Vule Vk. Jkx. 
Vreece, ^, 113d, 

a 
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a wooden Pin out of the Beam of the Waggon, 
which being driven in acrols the Beam, held it up, 
and fb took the Yoke from it How this Knot was 
loofed bv Alexander^ I dare not affirm ; however, 
he and nis Followers departed fully fati^ed, as if 
the Prophecy concerning the Solution thereof had 
been fulfilled: and the Thunder and lightning, 
which happened the following Night, confi^m'd dieir 
Opinion ; for which Reafbn, the next Day, he o& 
fered Sacrifice to the Gods, who had aflured him^ 
by Prodigies, not onlv that the Oracle's Re^nfe 
was fully accompliihed, but alio that the Gordian 
Knot was truly untied. 



eoexxcxsffjfs^aes^^^ 



C H A P. IV. 

ALEXANDER^ the next Day, arrived at 
' Ancpa^ a City of Galatia, whither Embat 
iadors came to him Irom ^ Papblagonia^ requefting 
his Friendfhip, and promiiing to furrender their 
Province to him, on Condition that his Army (hould 
not enter their Borders : To which he agreed ; and 
thereupon deputed Calas^ Prefident of Pbrygia^ 
their Governor. Thence marching into ' Cappado- 
cia^ he fubdued aU the Country on this Side the 
River Halp^ and a great Part beyond it ^ and hav- 



^ Rtkhrus has committed a Miflake luere^ by calling jiMiyr0 a 
City ot Calabruiy inftead ot GaUtia, unlefs it be an Ejtqt of the 
Pre&. See his Notes to Cnrt, /f^.iii. cap. i. Edit.Var, 

* Fafhlagma is bounded towards the South by GaU^U, Wefb- 
ward by Bithpua, towards the North by the JEuxine Sea, and Eaft- 
wa^d by CaffadocM. 

^ Cappadocia is bounded Welhvard by GalsttM and LyeMta^ on 
the South by (^lichy on the Eaft by Euphratij, and Northward by 
the E»xine Se^* 

ing 
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ing appointed ^ Sabiiias to prefide over Cappadociay 
he proceeded to the Streights, which open into Q^ 
licia : and when he approach'd the Place which ii 
caird the ^ Camp of Qj/rusy under whom Xenopbon 
the famous Captain lerved, and {aw thofe Streight$ 
already poifefs d by a Party of ftout Soldiers, leav- 
ing Parmenio there, with the heavy-arm'd Cohorts 
of Foot, He, in the firft Watch of the Night, 
marchM with his Targeteers, and Archers and Agri'^ 
ans^ to the ^ Streights, with a Defign to furprize 
the Enemy. But tho' he could not attack them un«- 
prepared, as he intended, yet the very Attempt 
gainM him his End ; for the Enemy appointed to 
guard the Pais, being informed ot his Approach, 
quitted their Pofts and fled. The next Morning 
therefore, having pais'd thefe Streights with his 
whole Army, he defcended into Cilicia. Here, he 
received Information, that ' Arfames^ whom Darius 

had 



* CurtiHSy lib, iij. cap,^. Edit. Var. calls him Abi/lamanes, tho*^ 
JremfhemiHs afliires us, fbmc Copies have it Hiftamenes, and AUus's 
Edition Arifiamenes -y from whence we may calily gatlier, that there 
muft be an Error. However he iays, Arrian c2ls him SaSiitas^ 
which Name he allows to be iuft. 

* Curtius and Arrian differ here : Curtiusy lib, iii. caf, 4. favs, 
this Camp was fb call'd from Cyrus the Greater, who took Croejus, 
Arrian affirms, it received its Name from Cyrus the Leis. Cyrus 
the Greater never march'd this Way againft Crxfus ^ but the Leflcr 
Cyrus march'd from Cafpadocia to Cilicia, and before he pafled 
thofe Streights, which Alexander here entered, pitch'd his Tents 
upon the Plain, as is mentioned by Xenophon in his '^VA^ffi* lib. L 
This Camp Strabo, lib.xii, aflures us, was diihnt from the Streights 
of Cilicia about fifry Furlongs. 

^ The Country of Cilicia has three memorable Streights, or 
Fades, the firil whereof is £:> very narrow, that it is caSed Tb^ 
Gate : The fecond is called the Streights of Amanus, and give an 
Entrance into Armema : The third is near the Bay of IJfus> Cilicia 
is bounded Weftward by Tamphyliay Eailward by ^ia. Southward 
by the Bay of IJfusy and Northward by Cappadocfa, 

^ This Arfames was but a fcurvy Politician, according to all 
Accounts, tho' I am apt to believe Curtius belies him, and makes 
him appear woriib tbm he really was. He fiyst Ub. iii. cap. 4. 

<ThiC 
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had made Governor of Starfus^ hearing he had 
pafs'd the Streights, had re(blved to abandon the 
City, and that the Citizens were afiraid he would 
firft plunder it} upon which, taking with him his 
Horfe, and light-arm'd Foot, he u&d his utmoft 
Endeavours to arrive there in Time, to lave it. 
But when Arfatnes was aiTurcd of his coming, he 
immediately fled to King Darius^ leaving the City 
unhurt. Here Akxand^fj according to Arijio^ 
bulus^s Account, fell into a Fit of Sicknefi, by 
the too exceffive Toils he underwent 5 tho* other 
Authors tell us^ that while he was fw^eating vehe- 
mently, with the Heat of his Journey, he caft him- 
ielf into the River Cydnus^ which runs thro* the 
City, with a Defign to refrefti himfelf by fwimming. 
This River arifing from the Mountain Taurus^ flows 
along a fine Country, by which means its Waters 
are extreamly pure, and excefBvely cold. And 
hence Alexander was leiz a with Fains in the Nerves, 
accompanied with a iharp Fever, and a continual 
waking, infbmuch that when all the reft of his Phy- 
{Icians deipaired of his Life, Philip the Acarnanian, 



** That he was Governor of Ciliciaj and being prefcnt at tte Battle 
** of GratdcHSy and hearing Memnon*s Advice to lay the Country 
«* wafte, and thereby ftop Alexander's further Progreis, was rcfblved 
«• to put it in Execution in his Province, and did fb, laying all Ci- 
** Ucia wafte with Fire and Sword, in fuch a Manner, as to leave 
« nothing but the bare Ground for the Enemy, (^c,** He after- 
wards teus us, ** He iet fire to Tarfutt left fuch a rich City ihould 
« fall mto the Enemies Hands, ^r."— — A great part or this-is 
hardly credible; for in the firft place, had he laid all the Country 
wafte, it muft have given jilexamkr a great deal of Trouble, to 
provide Forage, and Neceflaries tor his Army, in his Paf&ge thro* 
it, which we no where find it did. And fecondly, Arrian a^ 
fures us, that Tarfus, the capital City, was not fb much as touch'd, 
when Alexander enter'd it, only the Citizens were afraid of being 
plundered by the Terfiansy when they abandoned it; and therefore, 
in all probability, they difpatch'd fbme Meflengers to him, to in- 
treat him to haflen his March thither, and fiive them. This Ar- 
fames is call'd Arfanes^ by Curtmsi but he was a fbrry Commander» 
and any Name was gocxi enough for him, 

in 
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in whofe extraordinary Skill in Fhyfick, he had 
great Confidence, becaufe of his Succefs in the 
Camp, was ordered to adminifter a Draught to him. 
After thefe Orders were given, while he was pre- 
paring the Cup, came a Letter £:om ^ Parmemo to 
Alexander^ warning him to beware of Pbilifj for 
that he had heard, how Pbilif had been bribed by 
Darius to poiibn him. Alexamer having read the 
Letter, took the Cup, wherein was the Potion, in 
his Hand, and gave Philip the Letter to read; 
and, while He was reading, he drunk up the 
Draught; the Phyfician Ihewing, by the Compo- 
iure of his Countenance, that the Medicine was 
inofienfive, and by his Intrepidity on perufing the 
Letter, that he was not confcious of any Criaie, 
that he had been guilty of, only intreated Akxan^ 
der to acQuiefce in his Advice, in what he ihould 
prefcribe tor the future; which if he did, he would 
recover his Health. After his Difeafc had left him, 
he declared his Efteem for Philip^ by alluring him, 
that he Ihould always have a Share in his Friend- 
Ihip ; and certified to all, who were prefent, how 
fteady an Opinion he retained of their Loyalty, in 
refuting to entertain any Sufpicions to the contrary ; 
as alio, that he could meet D^ath with a true heroic 
Magnanimity. 



CHAP. V. 



PA K ME NIO was then difpatch'd to feize the 
Streights which divide Cilicia fi'om AJfyria^ 
and to keep Pofleilion thereof; and with him, the. 



• Seneca fiys, this Letter was not fcnt from Farmenifi, but from 
his Mother Olymfins, See his Book D* Ira, lib, ii. 23 • But in this, 
he contradiAs every body, and will hardly gain Credit. 

auxiliary 
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au»liary Troops of Foot, the mercenary Greeks^ 
and STbracianSy commanded by Sitalces^ as alfb the 
iTjeJfalian Horfe. He afterwards followed him from 
S'arjus^ and in his firft Day's March, arrived at An-- 
cbialos. This City is faid to have been built by 
Snrdanapalus King of Ajfyria ; and indeed the vaft 
Circuit thereof, and the Foundations of the antient 
Walls, fhew that it has been a ftately, flourilhing, 
and populous City. The Tomb of Sardanapalus 
was nigh the Walls, on the Top whereof was his 
Statue, Teeming to clap his Hands for Joy. The 
Infcription thereof was formerly wrote in the AJfy^ 
rian Language, and (as the Inhabitants thereabouts 
report) in Vcrfe, the Subftance of which was this ; 
Sardanapalus the Son of Anacyndaraxas, built An- 
chialus and Tarlus in one Day. As for tbee^ O Stra" 
n)eller^ Eat^ Drinky Pfay^ for all other human Things 
do not deferve this : alluding to the Joy fignified by 
the clapping of his Hands. But the Word n A r 2 E, 
is laid in the Original to contain a much more effe- 
minate' and lafcivious Meaning. From Ancbialus^ 
Alexander hafted to •&//, in which City having 
placed a Garrifon, he exacted Two hundred Ta- 
lents of Silver from the Inhabitants, becaufe they 
feem'd to incline mo(V to the Perfian Intereft. Af- 
terwards, with three Troops of Macedonian Foot, 
and all his Archers, and Agrians^ encountering the 
CilicianSy who had feiz'd the Paifes thro* the Moun* 
tains, in the fpace of feven Days, partly by Force, 
and partly by Compofition, he reduced them all to 
his Obedience, and then returned to Soli. Here 
he received Intelligence, that ' Orontobates the Per^ 

fian^ 



" Curtius gives us but a lanne Account of this 5 he only tells us, 
that Alexander here received a Meflage, that his Men had defeated 
the Verfiins, and that the MynJians iad Caumtms were l^ought 
under. See lib. iii. caf, 7, But who were the Commanders of each 
Party he mentions not : he alfb gives us no Account of his pafTmg 

thro* 
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fiiMj (vffho had held the Government of the Caftle 
of HaHeamajJus^ and ^ Myndus^ and Cannus^ and 
S'beras^ and CallipoliSj agatnft him) had received an 
Qvertfaa*ow by Ptohmey and Afandir i and that the 
Ifland Cos^ and Jriopium, had declared for the Con- 
querors. The Battle was bloody s about Seven 
hundred Perfian Foot, add Fifty of their Horfe 
being ilain, and not fewer than a Thoufand 
taken Prilbners. While Alexander lay at &//, he 
lacrificed to ^ JEfcutapiusy for the Recovery of his 
Health ^ himfelf and all his Army walking in Fro- 
cefHon, with lighted Torches in their Hands. He 
aMb exhibited * Gymnick and Muficat Exercifcff; 
and allowed the Citizens to change their Govern- 
ment into a Popular State. Thence taking his Rout 
towards ^arfus^ C^nd giving Pbilotas Orders to 
march thro' the Country of Aleius^ as far as the 
River PyramusJ with his Fobt, and Royal Cohort, 
he arrived at Megarpas^ where he offered Sacrifice 
to Minerva o{ Mpgarfus. Thence moving to Mallos^ 
he lacrificed to ' Ampbilocbus^ as a Hero ^ and[ 



thro' AnchUlosy and he makes him .flpKcij^ his Time at Soli, in ex- 
hilttting Shows, and iacriiicing > whereas Arrum aflurcs us, he made 
an Excorfion into the Country, and reduced the mountainous Part 
^f CilicMt and then returned to\S(?//. 

^ jilexandir attempted Myndus^ wheii he laid Siege to HdUcar^ 
najfusy but without Succefi. Myndus, Catmus, Theras, and CalUpolh. 
are all Cities in Caria 5 and Cos an IflaiKl adjacent to tlie Coaft or 
that Province. 

^ C$tndmsi»lik,nu tapi 7. tells us, he exhibited certain Shows t^ 
the Honour of JEfcuMpius and Minerva > but leaves us to gucfs the 
reft. 

^ Gymmck and Mnpeal Exercifes, or Sports, are fi> often mcnr 
tioned in this Work,;that it may: not be improper to explain them. 
Gymnick Sports were £0 call'^ becaufe they- were performed naked : 
Thejr were chiefly/ Running, Leaping, Quoiting, WreftUng, and 
Boxing. The Mujifal Sports> were performed in Honour of the 
Mufes 'y iuch were Comedies, Tragedies, Satires, and all that were 
T-heatrical. 

' The Reafbn why Alexander lacrificed to Amphilochus at Mallos^ 
was, bccaufe he was the Founder of their City. See StraSo, M, xiv, 
f. PP3. Edit, Cafaub, 

having 

t 
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having quell'd a Sedition among the Citizens, facf 
releafed them from the Tribute which they had foi^- 
merly paid to Darius^ becaufe the Inhabitants of 
that City were a Colony of Argives ; and he him- 
fdf deduced his Pedigree from Hercules Argivus. 



Di^a^^^^^^is^^^^^^^^^^^a 



CHAP. VI. 

WHILE Alexander continued at Mallos^ News 
was brought him. that Darius^ with his 
whole Army, lay enc^p d at ' Socbos^ a Place in 
Ajjyria^ about two Days Journey from the Streights 
before-mentioned. Whereupon, having call'd to- 
;ether a Council of his Friends, he declared what 
lad been related to him concerning Darius and his 
Forces; and they immediately requefted to be led 
thither againft them. Hereupon he dilmlls'd the 
Council, with due Praifes 01 their Valour ; and, 
the next Day, iet forwards with his Army, and 
having pafs'd the Affffas Streights, the Day after, 
he pitcn d his Tents before the City Myriandrus. 
But a huge Tempef): arifmg, that Night, and a prodi^ 
gious Quantity of Rain felling, {o annoyed his Forces, 
that he continued ftill in the fame Place. Darius^ 
in the mean time, had chofe a fit Place for his Army 
to encamp in, being a large Plain, every way open, 
and exceedingly commodious for fb great a Force, 
efpecially where the Horfc made up fo confiderable 
a Part of the Army : And Amyntas the Son of Afh 
tiocbusj a Deferter from Alexander^ perfuaded him 



' This Sechs is thought to be the fame Place, which Curtitu 
calls Unchosy or Orchas, Ub, iv. caf, i . It is about the mid-way be- 
tween Jjfus and ThaffacHs^ being two Days Journey from each. 

t by 
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by all means, to remain there ^ and aflured him, 
that that Place, confidering the Multitudes of their' 
Friends, and the ^raft Quantity of their Baggage, 
was the fitteft imaginable : And Darius accordingly 
remained there for fbme time. But j4lexanders 
long Stay at ^arfus^ by reafon of his Siicknefs ^ and 
at !&/;, where he exhibited Shows, and oifered Sa*s 
crifices 3 befides the Time he (pent in fubduing the 
Cilicians^ who had pofiefi d the Pafles, drove Darius 
ehtirely from his Refblutions : and indeed, luch ^vas 
his Nature, that he was eafily induced to believe 
that Truth, whieh he wifh'd to be fo ^ arid was^ 
then efpecially, influenced by thofe who confulted 
riot fo much what would be profitable, as what Was 
plea£ant to him. Thofe Sycophants (the moft cer- 
tain Bane of all Kingdoiiis) perfuadcd him, that 
Alexander^ upon Advice of his Approach, at the 
Head of fuch a numerous Army, dufft not proceed 
any further. And their common Difcourfe, through- 
out the Camp, was, That Darius\ Hbrfe alone, 
would be fufl!cient to trample the whole Macedo^ 
nian Atitiy under Foot. Notwithftanding this, 
Amyntas always aflifmM, that Alexander woUld cer- 
tainly come to any Place, where-ever he heard D^- 
itius lay encamped; and perfuadcd him, by all 
means, to continue there, and wait his Approach. 
But worfe Advice, proving more grateful to thcf 
King's Ears, prevail'd. And whether it was fome 
God, or Fortune which drew him out, moft cer^ 
tain it is, he afterwards chofe an unfit Place, where 
his Horfe cduld neither be of much Service to him^ 
nor the numerous Multitude of his Darters and 
Archers contribute to his Safety ; nor, indeed, had 
he fo much as an Opportunity to fliow the Magni* 
ficence df his Army j but afforded Alexander a 
cheap and eafy Vidory. And it was, undoubtedly, 
decreed by Fate, that the Perfians fliould be de-f 
privcd of the Empire of Afia by the Macedonians^ 
Vot. I. G as 
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as the Medes had been by the PerfianSy and the* 
Ajfyrians heretofore by the Medes. 



CHAP. VII. 

DAKI US^ having already pafs'd by the Moun- 
tain, which is near the Streights of Amanusj 
diredlcd his March towards IJfus^ not knowing that 
Alexander was now behind him. Having taken 
Ijfus^ as many Macedonians as had been left there 
by Alexander^ for the Recovery of their Health, 
were firft cruelly handled, and afterwards flain. 
The Day after, he proceeded to the River ' Pina- 
Tus. So fbon as * Alexander heard that Darius was 
left behind him, becaufe he could not believe the 
News, he diipatch'd fbme of his Friends, in a Ship 
with thirty Oars, towards Ijfus^ to inquire into the 
Truth of the Story ; who going accordingly on 
board, (as the Sea on that Coaft terminates in a 
large Bay) they fbon perceived where the Perfians 
had pitcn d their Tents ^ and accordingly acquainted 
Alexander^ that Darius was now in his Hands. He, 
calling a Council of all his Captains of Cohorts, and 
Troops, and the Prefers of his Auxiliaries, ^ ad- 
vifed them to be of good Courage, to remember 

what 



^Plutarch, by a Miflake of himfelf, or his Tranicribers, calls this 
River P'mdarusy againft the Tcftimony ot all other Writers. Sec 
Vit/i Alex. ^.1239. 

* Curtius omits this Circumftance of the two Armies pafTing by 
each other, which makes his Dejfcription of the Diipolition ot* 
them afterwards, unintelligible. See more of this in the Criticifin 
prefixed to this Work. 

^ See the Difference between Alexander's Speech here, and tha^ 
/Ot) the iame Occaiion, in Curtius, US, iii. cap, 10. Both of them 
were undoubtedly made by the ieveral Authors, witboul Alexander's 

Fiivitf 



Alexander's Expedition. 85' 

what great and glorious Adions they had already 
per&rmed, and to confider that this Battle would 
he no more, than for them, who were ever Con- 
querors, to fight agajnft thofe who were always 
beaten ; that the Gods muft certainly declare for 
them, againft Darius ; who had been fb far infa- 
tuated, as to move his Army from that Ipacioui 
Plain, into thele Streights, where the Macedonians 
had Rodm enough cormmodiou(ly to form their 
Phalanx, but where the vaft Milltitude of their Ene- 
mies would be altogether unferviceable. He add^d^ 
That rfiofe with whonl they were now to fight, 
were neither equal to them in Strength, nor Valour ; 
that the Macedonians were to encounter with* thei 
Medes and Perfians^ Nations which had been ener- 
vated by long Eafe and Effeminacy 3 whereas they, 



Privity of Confent. They knew not what he laid, and therefore 
Only gueis'd what he might have faid, or wrote what thcmielves 
Would have (aid, on the Tike Occafion. His Speech, in Curtius, is' 
ie romatftick, tHit the very reciting k will be fuflicient to expofe 
it. He tells his Soldiers, " That their ValouT, which, with^his 
Condudt, had gain'd ib many Vidtorics in Europe, he hoped they 
had brought with them, in order to conquer J^;]*:— And then 
lie promifes them, " That they fhall extend their Conquefls beyond 
** the Bounds of Herctdes and Bacchus, and never reft till they had 
" brought the whole World under Subjeftion: Theirs (hould be 
'* the CouTitries of the Ba^rians, and Indians i to which all they 
'* had gain'd already, was in Comparifbn as itothing, g^g/* ■ ■ ■ 
Alexander had indeed pafs'd the Helle/pont, and got ibme Fodting- 
upon the Continent oiAjta: He had alio gain'd fome Reputation 
by the Battle at Granicus, But what was all this, to induce him' 
to talk ot Bacchus' and Hercules's Bounds ? I dare Verily affirm, 
fio fiich Thought once enter'd his Head, at tliat Time : and how a 
dreaming Rhetorician could make him talk ib wildly, is hard to 
determine. Belides, the Fable of Bacchus* and Hercules's BoiTnds 
Eaflward, was of a much later Date, and owes its Rife to , fbme 
iycc^hants in Alexander's Army, as ErUtofthenes has made appear, 
beyond Contradiction. See Strabo, lib. xi. p. 77 1 . Cafaub. and Ar^ 
Han, lib, v. cap. i, c^f. But the merrieft part of his Sjpeech is, 
Jlhs terrarum Orbis liberatores, non Ferfis modd, fid etiam orhrnbui 
Gentibus imfofituros Jugum: « They, the Aflertors of the Worlds 
** Liberty, ^fliould not only lay their Yoke of Bdndage on' the 
^ lerfi^ns^ but all othcif Natioiis upon" Earth " . 
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had been inured to warlike Toils, and well exer- 
cifed to undergo all Difficulties with a becoming 
Bravery : Befides, they being a free People, were^ 
to attack a Nation of Slaves y and even the Greeks 
who were in the two Armies, were to fight on 
Terms vaftly different j thofe of DariusWeLVty^ for 
Hire, and that, fmall and inconfiderable • but thofe 
of his, freely and voluntarily engaged themfclves, 
for the fake of Glory, and their Country : That the 
St brae tans J Poeonians^ lUyrians^ and yfgrians^ the 
ftouteft and moft warlike Nations in Europe^ were 
about to meet the wanton, the luxurious, and effe- 
minate Afiatics : And lallly. That Alexander was 
to lead an Army againlt Darius. Thus far he 
proceeded, that the Macedonians^ and other Nations, 
^ which compoled his Hoft, might know how much 
they furpafs'd their Enemies in heroic Exploits, 
He then begun to expatiate upon the Greatneis 
of the Rewards they were to receive fi'om that 
Day's Adlion, by telling them, they were not only 
to overcome the Nobles of Darius in that Conflid, 
nor that Party of Horfe which ftood poftcd on the 
Banks of the River Granicus^ nor Twenty thou- 
fand mercenary Soldiers ^ but the whole Body of 
the Perfian and Median Empires, and what other 
Nations fbever have bowed to their Power, through- 
out all Afia : and that when they had fiibdued fb 
great a King, in one Battle, nothing would hinder 
them from taking PoflTeffion of all AJta^ and putting, 
at once, a happy End to all their Labours. He 
then recited the glorious Ads, which they had al* 
ready done, in a Confederate Body ; and withal 
aflured them, that if any fingle Perfbn among them, 
performed a gallant AAion, he would call him out 
by Name, and make a fuitable mention thereof j 
and at the fame time, declared his own Contempt 
of Danger in War, to flir up others by his Exam- 
ple. He forgot not, on this Occafion, to mention 
the Story of Xenopbon^ and the Ten thouiand Sol- 
diers 
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diers his Followers, who were ( as he laid ) neither 
equal to his Troops, in Number,^ nor, on any other 
Account, to be compared to them, there being nei- 
ther ^beffaliansj nor BaotianSy nor Peloponnejiansj 
nor Macedonians^ nor STbracians^ nor any other 
Body of Horie, in their whole Army, neither had 
they any Archers, nor Slingers, except a few Cre-* 
tans and Kbodians^ whom Xenopbon had haftily 
levied, in the very Face t>f Danger. And yet eveoi 
thofe, chafed a mighty Monarch, with his whole 
Army, from before the Walls of Babylon^ and fub- 
dued all the Nations, which lay in their Way, from 
thence to the Euxine Sea. He alfb added feveral 
other Arguments, fiich as were fit for a great Com- 
mander, in order to infpire a ftout and gallant Army 
with Courage, immediately before a Battle. When 
he had made an End, they gave their Hands to 
each other, and extolling their King's Words, luch 
a Heat inflamed their Minds,' that they inftantly 
required to be led forth againft the Enemy. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

AlEXANDEK then gave his Soldiers a ftrid 
Charge to take care of their Bodies; and 
having difpatch'd Ibme of his Horfe and Archers 
before, to clear the Road to the Strejghts, thro* 
which he was obliged to pafs, the Night following, 
he moved, with his Whole Army, to take Pofleffion 
of them again : And this being alfo accomplilh'd, 
about Midnight, he ordered his Men to compofe 
themfelves to Sleep, till Morning, having appointed 
a ftridt Guard, whcrc-ever it feem'd meceflary. As 
fbon as the Dawn appeared, he begun to defcend 
^om the Hills, having ftreighten*d his Front, by 
jrealbn of the Narrownefi of the Pafs. And when 

G $ the 
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the Mountains begun to open a little, he difpoled 
hi§ Army, one part after another, into a clofe and 
regular Phalanx, the Right Wing thereof extend-: 
in^ to the Mountain, and the Left to the Sea-ftiore, 
The Horle, at the fame time, ftantjing ranged, be? 
hind the Foot. But when they arrived irt an open 
Country, he immediately drew them up in order of 
Battle. In the Right Wing, towards the Moun? 
fain, he placed a Squadron of Foot, and the Tar- 
geteers, commanded by Nicanor the Son of Parme^^ 
f$io. Next to thefe, the Troops of Canus and Perr 
'diccas ; and thefe he placed lb, as to extend to the 
middle Ranks of the heavy-arrtiM Foot. In the 
iLeft Wing were ' Amynta5\ PtoIemey\ and Melea-; 
gers Forces. The Foot, in this Range, was com- 
manded by Craterus^ but the Charge of the y/hole 
Wing was given to Parmenio^ who had ftridt Orders 
not to remove from his Station on the Sea-lhore, 
left jfie Ihould fiifFer the Army to be furrounded by 
the Barbarians^ who were much fuperior to the Ma^ 
fedonians in Numbers. Darius^ as fbon as he was 
certified of Alexanders Approach with a choice 
Army, ordered Thirty thoufand of his Horle, and 
Twenty thouland Foot to paft the River Pinarus^ 
that the reft might draw up the more commodioufly : 
And, firft of all, he ranged the * Greek mercenary 
Troops, which were heavy-arm'd, in Front, (in 
Number about Thirty thoufand) to oppofe the 
Macedonian Phalanx ; and on each Hand of them, 
ftood Sixty thoufand of the Carda^ij who were alio 
Jieavy-arm'd, in the Form qf Wings ; for the Moun- 
tain b^ing K) near, would not fuffer more Trocps 



i«ki 



? Q^rtius crroi^coufly phccs Amyntas't Ptolemey\ and MeleagerS 
Scroops on the Right Wiiig, and leaves none for the Left, but 
Craterus*s Foot» and the PeUpmnefian Horfe. See Hi, lii. cap. 9. 
' * f hpfe Troops of mercenary Grecians, were under the Com- 
imnd' qf Jhynmdas the Son of Mentor i and in them^ the chief 
jtrcngtl^ qf D^rifts's Aim laV. 
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to ftand ranged in Front. On the Left Hand, to- 
wards the Mountain, facing jliexanders Right 
Wing, he placed Twenty thoufand, and Ibme of 
thoie extended even to the Backs of the Macedonia 
ans ; for the Mountain under which the Army was 
drawn up, floaping a great way inward, fbrm'd a 
kind of a Bay, or hollow Part^ like thofe made by 
the Sea on the Shore ; and after that, winding for- 
wards, was the Caule that thofe who were pofted 
at the Foot thereof beheld the Backs of Alexander's 
Right Wing. The remaining Multitude ofDarius's 
Soldiers, as well light, as heavy-arm'd, (according to 
the Difference of Nations, whereof they were com- 
pofed) were reduced into dole and unferviceable 
Orders, and placed behind the Greek Mercenaries ; 
and the Phalanx of Barbarians^ and the whole 
Number of Darms Forces there, is faici to have 
amounted to Six hundr,ed thoufand. As fbon as 
ever Alexander faw the narrow Paflage open, he 
drew up his Horfe in Order, as well his own Royal 
Cohort, as the ^hejfalians^ and Macedonians ^ and 
thofe he placed on the Right Wing, near his Perfbn. 
The Peloponnefians^ and the reft, he difpatch'd to 
the Left Wing to Parmenio, When Darius had 
ordered his Army, the Horfe which he had, before, 
commanded to pafs the River, he fuddenly recalled,^ 
and pofted the great^ft part of them on the Right 
Wing, towards the Sea, againft Parmenio ; becauie 
they were of moft Ufe there : the reft, he ordered 
to the Left, at the Foot of the Mountain. But 
when he perceived they could not be ferviceable 
there, by reafbn of the Narrownefs of the Place, 
he commanded many of them to go and ftrengthen 
their Companions on the Right Wing. Darius j 
obferving the antient and eftabliflied Rule of the 
Perfian Monarchs, kept the main Body ; the Reafon 
of which Cuflom is given us by Xmofhon the Son 
of GryUus. 

G 4 CHAP, 
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IN * the piean while, Alexander perceiving almoft 
all the Perfian Hoiie drawn up againft his Left 
Wing, on the Sea-lhofe, and confidering, that only 
fhe Peloponnefian^ and part of the Royal Cohort 
pf Horfe, were pofted there, he immediately di- 
ft)atch'd the STbeJJalian Hprfc thither, with Order? 
that they fliould convey fhemfelvcs to that Poft, as 
iecretjy as th^y could, to prevent the Enemies from 
difcovering their March. In their Places, on the 
Right Wing, he appointed thpfe Horfe which had 
ufually made up the forlorn Hope, conamanded by 
Protomachus^ and the Posomatfs by Arifion^ an4 
ampng the Foot, the Archers headed by Antiocbus^ 
and the Agrians by Attains^ befides fome Troops of 
Horle and Archers, which he placed in the very 
Turning, with their Faces towards the Mountain: 



' JFre'mJhemmSi who has done Curtius the greatcft Juftice ot any 
of his ComnGientators, tells us plainly, that his Dcfcriptions of thc^ 
D fpolitions of Battles are fb confiifed, that he knows not what 
to make of them 5 for which Realbn, he prefers Arriajty elpccially 
in that refpedt, infinitely before him. And if any, lays he, imagin 
I injure Curtius, in this Particular, let him fatisfy me what he can 
mean by this Paflagej " The Right Wing of Alexander's Army 
f was, by this Time, almoll encompafs d by the Enemy, but that 
" he commanded two Regiments of Horfe to the Top of the Hili, 
'« and the reft into the Heat of the Fight." Alexander's Right Wii^ 
had poHcfs'd themfelves of the Hill before j for which Realbn, they 
could not be iurroundcd y neither couki his Left Wing, for they 
were extended to the Sea-fhore. He has fhew'd us three or four 
In.onfiftencics mpre, which niy Brevity will not iufler mc to point 
put; And after JFrein/hemius has tranicribed Arrian*s whole De* 
icription ot the Diipoiitiqn pj both Armies^ he cpn^ludes thus; 
" Hqw inuch jufter, better, and more accurately, has Arrmn de- 
«< kp\)^d^ ^ theft things ? *' See l^mjh. Comm. on QHrtm^ US. iS, 
$aP»\i. nHm.%.' ' 
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So that thofe who made up the Right Fart of the 
phalanx were divided into two \^ings, the on$ 
£x)nting Darius and the Perfians^ on the other Side 
of the River ; the other oppofite, who ftood with 
their Backs towards the ^fountain. On the Left 
Side, he placed the Cretoft and fbracian Archers^ 
commanded by iS*/^^/^^ J, and belfore-thoie, theHorfe 
which belonged to the Right Wing; the foreign 
mercenary Troops being placed on the Rear. But 
now, perceiving the Phalanx on the Right Wing 
too much weakened, and imagining that the Per^^ 
fians might eafily furround it, he ordered two 
Troops from the main Body, the Antbehufian 
Cohort, over which was Peridas the Son of Me^ 
neftheus^ and the Lagctan Cohort, commanded by 
Pantordanus the Son of Oleander^ to wheel off 
iilentiy to the Right. But the Archers, and part 
of the yigrians^ with fbme of the Greek Mercena- 
ries, he had before drawn off from the Right Wing, 
and placed in the Front, by which means, that 
Phalanx was ftrctch'd out beyond the Enemies 
oppofite Wing. But as thofe who were polled at 
the Foot of the Mountain, did not attempt to 
4e{cend, but on the contrary, when an Attack 
was made upon them, by a finall Party of Archers 
and Agriansj were eafily beat from their Station, 
and fled up the Side tnereof; he thought thofe 
whom he had placed there, might be more ufefid 
to ftrengthen the Phalanx elfewhere, and that a 
Party of Three hundred Hprfe would be fufEcient 
10 cope with the Enemy on that Side. 
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ALEXANDER having thus marfliatfd his 
Army, led them on flowly againft the Ene- 
my : Neither did Darius (ufFer his Soldiers to move 
from their Pofts, to meet them, but kept them on 
the Banks of the River, which were there, fteep 
and difficult to afcend; or where-ever the Afcent 
was eafier, he fortified the Place with a Rampart. 
Which was an Argument to the Macedonians^ that 
He, even then, imagined himfelf a Prifpner. But 
after the Armies join'd Battle, Alexander appeared 
every where, that he might encourage his Men to 
behave themfelves valiantly, and not only called to 
all his chief Commanders, by their leveral Names, 
and Titles, but alio to the Tribunes, and other 
Officers, and even thoft Prefeds of the Mercena- 
ries, who were either illuftrious by Defcent, or had 
made themielves fo^ by martial Exploits. And now 
the Word was given, and the Cry went round, to 
rulh forwards upon their Enemies : but altho* Akx-. 
ander had Darius^s whole Army full in view, yet he 
advanced leifurely at firft, left his Phalanx, by too 
eager a Contention, fliould fall into Diforder. Never- 
thelefi, when they came within the Reach of their 
Darts, thofe of the Right Wing, who furrounded him, 
and afterwards He himfelf, pufti'd forwards into the 
River, in fuch a manner as ftruck a Terror into their 
Enemies, and, coming fwiftly upon them, thw re- 
ceived little Damage £rom their Arrows. And this 
fucceeded according to Alexander's Defign ; for the 
moment they came to Hand-Blows, the Enemies 
who were pofted on the Left Wing of their Army, 
turned their Backs and fled^ and Alexander and 

his 
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his Companions obtained a cheap and entire Vidory 
on that Side. But the Greek mercenary Troops 
of Darius^s Party, feeing the Right Wing of the 
Macedonians divided, (^kt Alexander fuddenly en« 
tering the River, and encountering the Perfiansy 
^afiiy repuls'd them on the Fart where he landed ; 
but thole who followed, had not the fame Succefs, 
for being ftoppM by the fleep and rugged Banks, 
they could fcarce prefcrve their Order of Battle *) 
made an Attack on that Fart of the Phaianit which 
they law disjoined) and thence enfked a iharp Con- 
flic):, the f^rfians endeavouring to pufli the Mac€* 
donians back into the River, and C^ho* many of 
their own Troops were now flying) to wreft the 
Vidfcpry out of their Hands ; and the Macedmans^ 
on the other hand, ftriving to render the Condueft, 
jthey had already well nigh obtained, compleats 
and that the Glory of the Phalanx, which had, to 
that Time, been unfuUied, and which was known 
to every body, ihquld not fuffer by that Day's 
A&ion. And then happen'd a Strife between the 
Grecians and Macedonians^ concerning die Honour 
of their refpedive Nations. In this Confli& with 
the Bnemy^ ie\\ ' Ptolomey the Son x^ Sekucus, after 
having behaved bimfelf glorioufly ; and other Md^ 
cedonians of no mean Account, to the Number of 
pne hundred and twenty. 



* Curtius gives us no manner of Account of the Death of ftih 
lemey the Son of Seleucns : Thefe Hundred and twenty Mdc$dm^ 
ans were the Number which fell before Alexfmder attacked the 
mercenary Grecians^ but the whole Number which were (lain in 
the Battle, he has no where given us. 






CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 

TH E Cohorts which were pofted on the Right 
Wing, perceiving the Perfians oppofite to -^ 
them, to turn their Backs, hafted ftraightway to ; 
attack Darius^ foreign ' Mercenaries, and after an 
obftinate De&nce, drove them from the Banks of 
the River, and furrounding that part of the Army 
which had been broke, and attacking them on the 
oppofite Side, they made a great Slaughter among 
them. But the Perfian Horfe which fiiced the 
S'beffalians^ continued th? Conflid a long time after 
the Macedonians had pafs'd the River, and op^ 
pofing them with much Valour and Magnanimity, 



* Thefe fordga merceoaxj Troops, Cftrtius has lold lUb over and 
pver, were thoie whereii^ barius placed his greatef); Confidence, 
and he accordingl7 muflers them up under the Comn^ani of Tty- 
numdtiSi and pofts them in the Lerc Wing of his Army. But m 
his whole Deicription of the A^ion, we have not one Word of what 
they either did or iufFered, as if they had fh)od idle Spe^tors all 
the while; only at the very laft, he condefcends to tell us, (as a 
Proof of their Bravery, I flippofe ) « that they did not run away quite 
« ibfaft as thtVerfioiris'* Beddes, there is ftill another Inconfiftency 
in his Story: He brings them into the Field like a parcel of Heroes, 
ynder the Condu6b of Thvmondas ; but when they came co run 
away, or to retreat, as nc terms it, AmynteHy a Rcnegado from 
Mexander, was their General..'— So that Thymondai muft.bem^e 
ufe of, for £o honourable a Poft as to lead them on, but a Renegade 
Creek was good enough to (hew them how to run away. The 
Truth is, 'J^mondas might command in chief; but ArUn has 
given us the Names of many others, who commanded -particular 
Troops of them, (viz,) Jlsmnms the Son of Antiochus, Jriflomedes 
the Therean, Bianar the A^hamanian, &c. They were all Greeks, 
foid all Renegadoes alike, an^ by his ' forbearing to mention Tij' 
mondas any more, I fliould Imve imagined he had been (lain there, 
if Arriath li&* ii. cap, 1 3. did not aflure me, that Hc^ with the other 
Commanders abeady named; fled into JEiypf* 

a 
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a fierce Equeftrian Fight enfued, which continued 
tiJI they received Intelligence, that Darius himfelf 
was fled, and the Grecian Mercenaries routed, and 
difperied by the Macedonians. The Overthrow of 
the Perfian Army was then perceived on all Sides ; 
their Horfes, becaufe their Riders were heavy- 
arm'd, were many of them overtaken, and cut off 
in the Retreat, and the Riders themfelves were fb 
much incommoded by the Narrownefs of the 
Roads, and thfeir own Fears, that while each en- 
deavoured to fly Iwifter than another, they hinder'd 
each other, and received little Ids Lofs frcwn their 
own Party, than from the Enemy, in purfuit after 
them: The ^bejfalians^ however, followed them 
clofe ; and 'tis hard to determine whether their Lofi 
of Horfe, or Foot Forces, was greateft, in their 
Flight. As fbori as Darius perceived his Left Wing 
broke by Aleo^ander^ and that part of his Army 
difperfcd, and put to Flight, he immediately drove 
out of the Battle, and dcaped * in a Chariot, with 

ibme 



* For the Dcfcription of tljc Terjian Chariots of State, fecBriJfan, 
tibA. ^.83. Here, Curtius, by introducing Varius in a Chariot, 
has taken an opportunity of defcribing it at large ; and he is every 
where fond of fuch Dcfcriptions, how little foevcr they iiiit his 
purpofe. But the Misfortune is. Cur tins has miflaken every way; 
for he affirms, lib, iii. ct^f, 11. " That Darius was prefent in the 
" Battle, fcated upon a high Throne, vifible to both Armies, ^r.— * 
'< and that Mexander .himfelf law him,— That in the Heat of the 
« Fight, hisHorfcs, being wounded, begun to be unruly j fb that the 
« Chariot in which he lat, was ready to be overturn'd : which he 
*' perceiving, mounted a Horfe, prepared for that purpofe, and chofe 
<* to throw away his Kingly Robes, and fly/* jirrian here feems 
to intimate, that Darius did not Hght in his Chariot, but on Horfe- 
back, and when he perceived the Battle loft, he mounted a Chariot, 
for Flight. Diodorusy /i^.xiii. ^.f 13. tells us, he moved out of one 
Chariot into another.—— That he fled away in a Chariot is beyond 
all dilute, becaufe, being forced to quit it afterwards, it was leiz'd 
by Alexander) and that he did not throw off his Cloak during 
the Fight, is as certain; for it was found in the Chariot. One 
Word more, as to the unwcildy Chariot of Stat«, wherein Curtius 
places hinij and whicb^ he b'yh M* iii* ^^f- }• ^ was adorned with 

" " Images 
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fboie of his Nobles : And £> far a$ the Country 
was p}ain and open, his Chariot convey'd him away 
with £aie and SaSny ; but when the Roads begun to 
he rough, and the Country nKHintaiiious, he quitted 
St, and having left therein his Shield, his Cloak, 
and lids Bow, continued his Flight on Horieback ^ 
and had not the Night &voured him, he had then 
&llen in^to his Enemies Hands; for whilft it was 
yet Day, AUxander purfued hard after him, but 
when it was dark he returned to his Army, carry- 
ing with him the Chariot, the Shield, the Cloak^ 
and Bow of Darius^ which had fallen into his Hands. 
Befides, Alexander did not attempt to purfue him^ 
before he had feen the foreign Mercenaries, and the 
Perfian Horfe, dilperfed, and driven far from their 
Station, on the Banks of the River. Of the Perfians 
there fell Arfames^ Kheomithres^ and Atizyes^ who 
had been Captains of Horfe in the Fight at the River 
Granicus ; as alfb Sabaces Governor of ^gypt^ and 
Buhaces^ Men of great Account in Perfia j befides 
a vaft Multitude of private Men, to the number 
of a ^ Hundred thoufand, including Ten thouland 

Horfe. 



POT. 
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Images of their Gods in Silver and Gold } the Axle-tree thereof 
glittered with precious Stones: Upon it were two Images of 
GoId> the one reprefenting Ninus, the other BelnSf of a Cubit 
" Stature each 5 between them, was an Eagle of Gold, difplaying 
" her Wings over both^, cJ»f .** This Chariot, according to the De- 
fcription here given, muft be five times as heavy as my Lord Mafoi's 
great Coach j and confequently, an ufelefs piece of Lumber in the 
Fight. However, I would gladly be infbrm'd what became of it 
after the Battle. Cmtius makes Darius fly away on Horfeback: 
Viodorus moves him out of one Chariot into another : And Arrim 
pofitively tells us, that the Chariot wherein he fled out of the Battle, 
was taken by Alexander. But in all thefe Accounts, we hear never 
a Word of the Gold and Silver Gods, Diamonds, ^c. nor Beltts and 
J^inusy of a Cubit Stature each : So that we nrnft either iiippofe 
them Cnrtius's own Contrivance, pr that the fly JMscedemAn Soir 
dicrs piifer'd them, and put them into their Pockets. 

' Arrian differs but little from Curtius in the Number of Terfisns 
.flain in this Battle, only he includes the Ten thoufand Horiie into' 
the Hundred thoufand which fell that Day. Dhdvrnt reckons theur 
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Horie. The Slaughter was (b great, that Ptohtney 
the Son of Lagus reports, that tno(e who accompa*- 
nied Aleocander in his Furfuit after Darius^ when 
they came to a Ditch, fiU'd it up with the dead 
Bodies of their Enemies, and fb pafs'd over upon 
them. Darius^s Tent was taken at the Beginning 
of the Fight, and therein, his Mother, his Wife, 
his Sifter, and his Son, an Infant, befides his two 
Daughters, with a great number of the Wives of 
the principal Nobility in the Army 5 for the other 
Perfians had difpatch d their Wives along with the 
Carriages to Damafcus ^ whither alfb Darius had 
fent the greateft part of his Treafure, and many 
other Things, which warlike Kings carry with them, 
to ihew their Splendor and Magnificence ; fb that 
there was not above Three thoufand Talents feund 
in the whole Camp. However, all the Treafure 



One hundred and twenty thoufand Foot, and Ten thoufand Horfe. 
Jtffiin, Sixty-one thoufand Foot, and Ten thoufind Horfe, befides Forty 
thoufiuid Prifbners. Qrafius, Eighty thoufand Foot, and Ten thou- 
fand Horfe, and Forty thoufand taken, Plutarch tells us, in one 
general Number, that One hundred and ten thoufand fell that Day, 
without making any Diflin6^ion, how many of them were Foot, 
or ho^w many Horie. So great a Difference there is in Authors, in 
this one Article. Freinfhemius imagines that the Number in y$t/im 
is corrupt, and that inftead of Unum ^fexaginta millia, it ought to 
be Centum (^fexagmts millia j namely. One hundred and fixty thou- 
fand. Curtius tells us, there fell ot the Mactdonums no more than 
Thirty-two Foot, and Qne hundred and fifty Horfe : which is agaijifl 
all R&Ubn and Probability. Sundry Criticks have been nibbling at 
him, and endeavouring to amend him, but I think to little purpofc, 
becaufe they do it contrary to all Manufcripts; and, as the Number 
of Foot Forces were generally five or fix times as many as the 
Horfe, it is very reafbnable to imagine, that the Number flain fhould 
bear fome better Proportion to the Number brought into the Field, 
than Thirty-two Foot, to One hundred and fifty Horfe. However, 
the Hifioria MifcelL afluresus, it has been the Cuflom ot all antient 
Writers, to leflcn the Number of the Slain, on that Side which wa$ 
vidJrorious, left the too exad Knowledge of their Lofs fhould eclipfc 
the Glory of the Victory j unlefs it happens that fb few, in reality, 
M, as to excite our Wonder at their extraordinary Valour. Id^, ii. 
cap. If. ^ ' 

above- 
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abovementioned was, fbon after, feiz'd on the Road,^ 
by Parmenio. This Battle was fought in the 
Month MaimaSierion^ >¥hen Nicofiratus was Archon 
at Athens. 



n''^^:^'^«i4DCiik»j^: c^L^jo ^^^ 
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CHAP. XIL 

^P H E Day after, Alexander^ tho' ftill indiA 
*X poleid, by reafon of a Hurt which he had 
received in his Thigh, vifited the Wounded, and 
having diligently fearch'd after the Bodies of the 
Slain, ordered them to be Ipiendidly interred, 
the whole Army Handing rank'd in Battle array ^ 
and at the lame time bellowing Praifes on every 
one, whom either he had leeti behaving them- 
ielves gallantly in the Battle, or relating their no- 
ble Anions, from the Information of others ^ he 
alfo honoured, each of them with a Largels of Mo- 
ney, accorwig to his Honour or Merit. After this, 
he conftituted Balacrus the Son of Nicanor^ one of 
his Body Guards, Governor of Cilicia^ and ap- 
pointed Menetes the Son of Dionyfius^ to liicceed 
him. The Troop of Ptohmey the Son of Seleucus^ 
who ^1 in the laft Battle, he beftowed on Polyfpet' 
ebon the Son of Simtnias. The Fifty Talents which 
ftill remained unpaid by the Citizens of SoU^ he 
remitted, and delivered up their Hoftages. Neither, 
among all this Hurry of Affairs, was he unmindful 
of the -Mother of Darius^ nor of his Wife, not 
Children : For fome of the Writers of Alexanders 
Life relate, that the very Night on which he re-- 
turned from the Purluit, when he enter'd into 
Darius^s Tent, which had been fei^'d, and kept 
for him, he heard a Woman's Lamentation, and 
ibme other Noife, not far diftant, and inquiring 

what 
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what Women the& were, and whv in a Teht (b 
near? was immediately anfwer'd, ^^ O Kipg, the 
'' Mother, apd Wife, and Children of Darius^ 
^^ heing told that thou haft taken his Cloa|c, his 
^ Arms, and his Shield^ pour fortli their Lar 
^^ mentations for Darius^ iuppofiag him fkin/' 
Alexander hearing this, itbmediately diipatcfaM 
■ Leonnatus^ one of his Friends, to them, with Or- 
ders to acquaint them, that Darius was ftill alive ; 
but that his Arms and Cloak were feiz'd in his 
Chariot, after he had quitted it, and only thefe 
were in Alexanders Cuftody. Leonnatus having en- 
tered the Tent, delivered his Meflage, and withal 
told them, that Alexander had allowed them to 
wear their Royal Apparel, to appear in State, and 
have the Title of Queens ^ and to aflure them, 
that it w?is for no old Enmity the War againft D^- 
fius was undertaken, but glorioufly to contend for 
the Empire of Afia. Thus Ptolomey and Ariftobulus 
relate the Story. But others lay, that Alexandet* 
hintfelf, the next Day, entered the Tent, without 
any Attendant of Note, except his Friend He- 
phceftion ^ and that Darius^s Mother, doubting which 
bf them was the King, (for their Habit was much 
alike) wertt to Hephaftim^ and, -becaufe he ap- 
peared fomewhat taller, fell at his Feet, and ^I^ed 
him. But when he retired, and fome who were 
nigh fhew'd her Alexander^ (he was afliamed of her 
Miftake, and endeavoured to retire: But he toI(i 
her, ihe was not miftaken, for Heph^pm was an 
Alexander. * This laft Paflage I neither fekte as 

Truth, 



■?^ - 



* Curtius, Zi^.iii. cuf.xi, tells us, he determined, atfirft, to have 
fent Mithrmes, who had betrayed SarMj into his Hands $ but confi- 
dcring, he would be looked upon as a Traytor, and that a Meflage 
by him, might add to their Griefi he fct alide all Thoilghts of him, 
and difpatchy Leomatus. jtrrian fays nothing of Mithrmes : and 
truly, the Story is not at all probable. 

* This Story we have told us, for adual Truth, by Cttrtitts, who 
mentioas ibi&e other- Cijrcamftaaces, as that'^/gjbea I^arifu's^h^oahm 

VoL.L H mifteofc 
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Truth, nor condemn Is Fiftion : If it be true, Akx*' 
anders Pity and Indulgence uftd to the Women, and 
the Honour bcftowed on his Friend, deferves the 
higheft Commendation ; but fuppofing them feigned, 
and only related as Probabilities, by the Writers 
of thofe Times ; yet ftill they are Adions worthy 
Alexander y and truly great, and glorious. 



vs^ 



CHAP. XIII. 

DAK I US fled away, by Night, with a few of 
his Friends; but in the Day-time, gathering 
up the Perjiansy and foreign Mercenaries, who had 
cicaped out of the Battle, amounting in all to about 
} Four thouland ^ he march'd, by long Journies, to 
the City ^hapfacusy on the River Eupbratesy that 
he might, as loon as pofEble, have that River as 
a Barrier between him and Alexander. In the 
mean while, * Atnyntas the Son of Antiochus^ and 

ftbymodes 



miflook Hefhdftion for Alexander, fhc was inform'd of her Error, 
by one of her Eunuchs,-— lih, iii. cap, ii. Now, I would gladly 
know, how any of her jj^unuchs came to be fb much wifer than 
hcrfelf ? *Tis much more likely, it was one of jilexander*Sy or He- 
fhAftion's Attendants, of inferior Rank. Arrjan tells the whole, as 
a Story, and leaves us to our liberty, whether we wiU believe it 
or no. If it be not true, 'tis pity but it (hould. 

■ Curt'ms crroneoufly calls all thofe Four thou^d, Greeks j with- 
rout taking notice of any others. 

* Such an Air of Romance is given to this Story, by Curtius, 
lib, iv. caf, i . that it may not be improper to let our Readers have 
a Tafte of it. " Afnymasy fays he, who, a little before, had dcfertcd 
** Alexander, fled with the Four thouland* Gr#«4»* under his Com- 
mand, to Tripolisi where, getting his Men on Shipboard, he pais'd 
to Cyprus j whence, he fail'd agsdn for M^pty and landing at felu' 
^fium, feiz'd that Place, and march'd on to Memphis, many of the 
" -^ftiam coming in to him, by the Way.*'— He then adds, that 






Alexander'^ Expedition. ^p 

^hytnodes the Son of Mentor^ with Ariftomedes the 
PbereaUj and Bianor the Acarnanian^ all Deferters, 
fled away from the Battle, with about Eight thou- 
&nd Men, and pais'd thro' the mountainous Coun- 
try, to ^ripoliSy a City of Pbcenicia ^ where feizing 
Ibme Ships (newly drawn out of the Docks) where- 
in they had been before tranfported from Lesbos^ 
as many of them as were fit for their purpofe, 
they put to Sea with y the reft they burnt in the 
Dock, left they fhould afterwards be made ufe of 
by their Enemies to purfue them : with thefe, they 
laird firft to Cyfrus^ and afterwards to Aigypt^ 
where Amyntas^ attempting Innovations, was flairt 
by the inhabitants. Pbarnabazus ana Autopbra- 
dates ftaid Ibme time at Cbius ^ but that Iflan^ be- 
ing ftrengthen*d with a Garrifbn, and having di^ 
fpatchM away fbme Ships to Coos and Halicarnajfus i 
tney^ with a Hundred Sail, well ftored, came to 
Sipbnus : 'Thither, Agis Kling of the Lacedamonians 
arriving in a Trireme^ required Money for the Ufe 
of the War, and as many Sea, and Land-Forces as 
they could fpare, to befent into Pelopormefus. But at 
that very Time, arrived a Meflenger with the News 
of the fatal Battle of IJfm ; which, ftriking a Terrot 
into their Minds, Pbarnabazus^ with Twelve Ships^ 
and 3 One thoufand five hundred foreign Merce- 
naries, faird to Cbius^ left the Inhabitants of that 
Ifland, hearing of this Defeat^ fhould attempt to 



Amyntas overcame {bmcbody in a Fight; but tells us neither whom, 
nor where the Aftion was. However, after this Fight, he laid Siege 
to Memphhy (and thought, no doubt, to have carried all before him) 
but " Mezaces the Peyfian General Mied forth upon them, and flew 
'^^ Amyntdsy arid everyone of his Soldiers."-^ That was clean Work, 
and this was either the fharpeft Battle that ever was fought, or 
CurUHs has given us the moft improbable Story that ever was told. 
3 curtlus has cut this (hort \ tor he only tells us, that Tharna- 
kaz^us raifed Money from the Mile/tans, and having garrifbn'd 
Chius, went to Andros, and thence to Syfhnus, with an Hundred" 
Sail ot Ships, li6, iv. cap, x . ' 

H i tevolf* 
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revolt, yigis having received from AutophradateSj 
Thirty Talents of Silver, and Ten Ships, difpatch'd 
thefe, bv Hippiasj to his Brother Agefilans at fodna- 
rusj witn Orders, that the Moment he had paid the 
Sailors their Arrears, he Ihould haften into Crete^ 
to fettle the AfFairs of that Mand. He tarrying 
among theie Iflands fbme time, departed, at iaft, to 
Autofhradates at Halicarnaffus. In the mean time, 
Alexander appointed * Menon the Son of Cerdimasj 
to be Governor of Ccslofyria^ and left him fbme of 
the auxiliary Troops or Horfe, for the Safety of 
the Province, while he march'd forwards into Pbcs^ 
wcia^ where, by the Way, he was met by « Strata 
thfe Son of Geroftratus ; ( this Gerofiratui was King 
[ of AradoSy and all the neighbouring Iflands, and he, 
with other Pbosnician and Cyprian Princes, had join*d 
his Fleet with AutophradatesJ who, placing a Crown 
of Gold upon Alexanders Head, furrender*d into 
his Hands, the Ifland Arados^ and MaratbuSy a 
wealthy and populous City on the Continent, over- 
againft it ^ as alfb Mariammey and whatever Terri- 
tories befidcs, he had in Pofleflion. 



^ Curtlus has committed a ftrtnge Error, here, by infcrting Tuf" 
fnenioy inftcad of Merum. jirrian tells us pbiniy, it was Menon the 
Son of Cerdimas, Cunius, perhaps, from the Affinity of the two 
Names, or perhaps from fome corrupt Copy, has made it Par' 
menio'y and to render his Error the more apparent, he has added,— 
" by whom the Spoil was feiz*d at Damafcus" — Freinjhemius has 
pafs'd a vaft Compliment, here, upon ArxMn's Diligence, and Saga- 
city, which I have not room to infert. Vide Curt, Snakenb. lib/vf. 

r^f. I. / 

* This Strato, Curtius tells us, was King of Aradusy and all the 
Sca-coaft 5 but he makes no mention of his Father Geroftratusy who 
was really King, and at that time with Autofhradates the Ferfian 
Admiral. Strata could therefore be no more than Viceroy, in his 
Father's Abicnce : And that the Cafe flood thus, is evident by what 
Arrian adds afterwards, {viz.,) That Geroftratus hearing how his Son 
had furrcnder*d liis Territories into Alexander^ Hands, withdrew 
his Fleet from Ahtofhradates, deferted the Ferjian Intcrcft, and 
came^and join'd his Naval Force with Alexander's. See Arriath 
liS.iL cap, 10, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

WHILE jflexander remained at Maratbus^ 
SmbaCadors came to him with a Letter 
from Darius^ who alfo intreated him by Word of 
Mouth, to fct Darius* s Mother, and Wife, and 
Children at Liberty. The Letter itfelf mentioned 
the L^eague which Pbilip his Father had entered into, 
jp^rith yirtaxer&Cfs ^ and that when yirfes the Son of 
Artapcmcesy 4ifi:ended the Throne, the fame Philips 
withoW^^y Damage received from the Perfians^ 
or other Provocation whatsoever, had firft of all 
unjuftly invaded his Dominions ^ and how Alex- 
ander^ from the Time he begun his Reign, had 
never &nt Embafladors to confirm the antient 
Leagues and Treaties between the two Nations; 
but, on the contrary, had pais'd over into Afia^ 
with his Army, and committed numerous Depreda- 
tions upon his Subjedb : that he only took up Arms 
to defend his own Rights, and prote& his Domi- 
nions ; however, the Event of the War muft be 
according as the Gods had determined : in the 
ffiean time, he, a King, fought his Wife, his Mother, 
and Children, from him, who was alfb a ' King, 
o0ering to enter itKo FriendAiip and Alliance with 
him^ and to that end defired that when Msnifcus 
and Arjifmsj his fimbaifadors, returned, he would 



iW"*» 



■ Cinriius tells us, Mixsnder was grievouflv offended with Da* 
riusy bccaufe he had not given him the Title of King: but he is 
herein contradicted by Arrian, Me mentions no Particulars of 
Darius's Letter, but only the Terms propofed for the Reftitution 
of his Mother, Wife, and Children, and they are fo grofs, that any 
but a Rhetorician, would have been alhamcd to have infertcd them. 
Vkli Cnrt. llh, iv« ettf.i. 

H 3 fo^d 
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lend others with them, who might both receive the 
Terms propofed, and agree to them on hi$ part. 
Alexander^ without returning any Anfwer by the 
EmbalTadors, ordei^'d fberfippus to accompany them 
back again to Darius^ and to give him a Letter j 
(declaring at the fame time, that he would not ad- 
mit of any verbal G>nference. The Letter was to 
this purpofe : " Your Predeceflbrs have entered 
'' Macedonia^ and the reft of Greece^ in an hoftUc 
.^' manner, and injured us, before they received 
^' any Injuries from us. I, at my Advancement 
*' to the Empire of Greece^ willing to revenge my 
f ^ Country's Wrongs upon the Perfians^ have pafs*d 
^^ over into Afia^ having received fufficient Provo- 
*' cation from your former numerous Ravages. 
*^ You aided the Perintbians in their unjuft Wars 
-^ againft my Father; and Ocbus tranfported an 
^' Army of Perfians into ^brace^ to difturb the 
*^^ Peace of our Government. * My Father was 
'^ flain by Traitors, whom you had hired for that 
^^ purpole, (as you have, everywhere, boafted in 
^' your Letters ; ) and at the lame time, when you 
^^ had taken Care that Arfes fhould be difpatch'd 
^^ by Bagoasj you ufurped the Empire unjuftly, 
^^ and in open Defiance of all the Perfian Laws. 
^^ You have, moreover, wrote Letters into Greece^ 
^' encouraging my Subjects to Rebellion, and to 
*' that end have ient Money to the Lacedemonians^ 
*• and others, which nevcrthelefs all the Grecians^ 
'^ except the Lacedaemonians y loyally rejected ; by 
** which means, you ftrove to withdraw my Friends 
•* and Followers from me, and to diflblve that firm 
^' League which I have entered into, with all the 
^^ States of Greece. Wherefore I have invaded thy 



* Alexander here endeavours to lay his Father's- Murder to th^ 
Cliargc of the terjlans-^ whereas He, or at leaft his Mother Olym- 
fiaj^ were vehemently fulpedied as guilty of i^. Vuie yuftin, li{A%. 
r^/. 7. .,-... 

^ Realms 
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^^ Realms in a hoftile manner, bccaufe thou waft 
^^ the firft Author of Hoftilities. And now, when 
^^ I have beaten thy Governors, and Captains, and 
^^ afterwards thyfelf and thy whole Army, in a 
^^ pitched Battle; and have already, by the Fermif^ 
'^ fion of the Gods, gainM PoflefHon of Afia ; as 
" many of thy Soldiers as lurrender'd themfelves 
^^ into my Hands, after the Battle, I proted ; nei* 
^ tber do they tarry with me, againft their Inclina- 
^^ tions, but freely and voluntarily take up Arms 
^' for my Caule. To me, therefore, as Lord of all 
" Afia^ come, and iapply thyfelf : But if thou ait 
^^ afiraid of any harfh Ufage upon thy coming, fend 
^^ fbme of thy Priends, who may take an Oath 
** from me for thy Safety. When thou comeft into 
'^ my Prefence, arfc for thy Mother, thy Wife, and 
^^ Children, and whatibever thou wilt beiides, and 
^^ thou fliaU receive them; ^nd nothing ihall be 
^ denied thee. However, when you write to me 
^^ next, remember to entitle me King of yifia ; 
** neither write to me any more as your £qual, but 
" as Lord of all your Territories. If you aft other- 
^^ wife, I ihall look upon it as an Indignity of the 
^' highMgft Confequence ; and if you difpute my Right 
'' to the PoflefEon of your Realms, ftay, and try the 
'^ Event of another Battle j but hope not any more 
^' to fecure yourfelf by Flight, for where-evcr you 
" fly, thither, I will furely purfue you." 



tfpaac50^.ca't!o^i«aa^^ 



CHAP. XV. 

AFTER Alexander had been iijfbrm'd, that 
all the Treafure which Darius had fent to 
X>amafeuSj by Copbenes the Son of Artabazus^ was 
ijbiz'd, and that the Perfians appointed to guard it^ 

H 4 and 
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arid the reft of the Royal Furniture^ wwfe taken 
Prifoners, he ordered them to \x carried bacfc, add 
kept fafe at Damafcus^ by Fatmenk. But the 
* Grecian EmbafTadors, who had been difpatch'd to 
Darius^ betore the Battlej, aiid were takefi, he coin- 
Ihanded to be fent to him. Thefe ^^etcEatbycl^s 
the Lacedahionian^ fbalifcus the Soti of Jfimnias^ 
Didnyfodorus the Son of Oiytupionices the ^beban^ 
and Ipbicrat^s the Son of fpbicrates the Gimeral, 
the Atbenian. When they were brought into his 
JPrefence^ '^bejfalifcus and Dionyfodorus^ being ?*/?&- 
&rf»i^, were immediately fet at Liberty, partly out 
bf Compaffion tp the Tbehahs^ and partly becaullb 
they deferved Pardon, if, alfttr their City had beeft 
lkck*d and overthrown by the Ma'cedonim$j they 
ferideavoured, in fome meafure, to retrieve the mi- 
ferable State of themfelvesj^ and Country, by the 
Affiftance of Darius^ and the Perfians j for thus hfc 
ftatcd the Cafe, mildly, and wirfi great Humamty, 
towards both. He had, moreover, a private Value 
for ^beffalifcus^ on account of his Pedigree, C ^'r 
hfe was dfefcended from an antient ^behm Family ^ 
for which reafbn, he diimifs*d him. He releafed 
'DionyfodorUSy becaufe he had been Conqueror at the 
'Olympick Games ^ and Ipbicrates^ for the Love he 
bore to the Atbenians^ and the Memory of his Fa- 
ther's Glory, whom, whilft he lived, he had always 



' CurtiHSj here, jumbles together, and confounds what happened 
at two different times, as is manifeft from comparing him with 
Arr'mn, He lays, lib.m. cap. 13. " That the LacetUmonians and 
** Athenians, defirous of Change, had difpatch'd their Embafladors 
to xh^ Terfians, whofc Names were, Ariftogitan, Dropide^, and 
Iphtcratesy who were Athenians. The LacedAmmans were, TaU" 
Jifpus, Onomaflorides, Mmimus, and CaUicratides** Arrian aflures 
\is, that the Embaflad^rs tal^cn here, wore two thehansy one Xju^ 
d^monian, and one Athenian, whom he mentions by. their Names i 
but the others whom Curtius talks of, (viz».) Pauflppus, Mottimus, 
Anomantus, and Calli^atides, were taken in the Country of the 
Mf^f^y Jifter JO^r/««'« D^h, Ste Arrian, '^ikM, ^p.i,/^. 



cc 
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highly hdnour'd, and, aftor his Death, took care 
that bis Bones fliould be convey 'd, to be interred 
among his Anceftors at Atbms. But Eutbycles (as 
heyniSALacedafnoman^ and that City was then at 
open Variance with Akxander ; and as he could find 
nothing in his Charafter worthy of Notice) he or- 
dered into Cuftody, (tho* without Fetters) and af- 
terwards, when his Afl&irs were crown'd with Pro- 
iperity, on ail hands, he alio fet him at Liberty. 
Alexander^ after this, departing from Maratbusy 
had the City * Byblus furrender'd to him; as alfb 
the City of * Sidon ; the Citizens inviting him thi- 
ther, out of their Hatred to Darius^ and the Per^ 
fians. Then, marching to fyrns)^ the Syrian Em- 
baftadors came jfbrth to meet him, alluring him 
that the Citizens were ready to obey his Commands. 
He, with due Praifes given both to the City and 
the £mba JIadors, ( for they were Ibme of the prin- 
cipal Citizens, and one of them the King's Son 9 



• fByhlffSy was a City of Fhamciity £eat?ed on tkc Coaft, between Bety- 
^Ms and Trifdis: l,ivflt$s was then Kme thereof i but ke bea^ aU- 
ifent w^th Autaphradatesy the Citizens Uirrcndcr'd to Alexander, and 
fhook off the Verfian Yoke. 

^ Sidon was the njoft anticnt, and illuftrious Crty of all VhaauclA^ 
and defervedly renoWned for the Wit and Invention'of her. Citizens. 
They firft found x>ut, and taught, Aftrononoy, Arithmetick, the Art 
of dying Puq>le, and making Glafs^ as alio the manner of Sailing 
in the Night, by the Obfervation dt the Stars. It is diftant from 
iyrty Two hundred Furlongs, or Twenty-five EngUjh Miles. Whp 
Wlis King of Sidony Arrian has no where toki us. Cttnius calb him 
StrUtOy as he had done the Kin^ of Art^us before. The Story ot 
uihdolminus is well known. -4rrw» either doubted the Truth thericof, 
«r th(night it not wprth his Notice: But what is ftrange, JDkdanis 
«nd Thtta^ch, Ywo cek^brated Authors, are both mifbken about ft. 
I)utlems'ei!iBfagts the Scene, and relates the very fame Story, as hap^ 
Opening at T^r* i which is ridiculous : for thd Tyrians were all cither 
Ikin in the Siege, or -ibid for Slaves ^ and confequently, a King would 
have had but a folitary Reien there. Plutarch removes the Scena 
^ill further, and transfers the Story to Paphos, in his Treatife De 
-firtund AUxmndri $ to confute which, it is fufficient to afTert, that, 
by the common Conient ot all Authors, Alexander was nevec there. 
Vide Snakenbt$rg. ad Curt, lib, iv« caf, i . 

for 
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for the King ♦ Azelmicus himfelf had embark'd, oii 
board the Fleet, vrith yiutopiradates J commanded 
them to return, for he was determined fliordy to 
enter the City, and there offer Sacrifice to Hercules. 



<o% 



CHAP. XVL 

THERE was in that City a Temple dedi- 
cated to Herculesy the moft antient of all 
thofe recorded in Hiflory ^ not the Grecian Hercules^ 
who was the Son oi Alcmena : For this Hercules was 
worlhipped at STyr^, many Ages before Cadmus 
fail'd from Pbc^nicia^ and feiz'd ^'bebes ^ aad long 
before Setnele was bom to Cadmus^ whence came 
Bacchus tiic Son of Jupiter. For Bacchus was the 
third from Cadmus^ Polydorus being his Son, and 
Lahdacus^ who was Cotemporary with Cadmus^ Son 
to Polydorus. But the Grecian Hercules flourifhed 
at the Time of Oedipus the Son of Laius. The 
^Egyptians worfhipped another Hercules^ different 
from both thelc ; and Herodotus aflTures us, he was 
one of their twelve Gods. The Athenians^ in 
like manner, worfhipped another Bacchus^ different 
from this, the Son of Jupiter and Proferpina^ and 
the myflical Title o( laccbus belonged to this Bac- 
chus^ and not to the iTbeban. Nevcrthelefi, the 
Hercules^ worfhipped among the Iberians^ at Tartejfus^ 
who gave Name to Hercules^ Pillars^ is, in my 
Opinion, the lame with the Syrian : for Tarteffus 
was built by the Phoenicians^ and a Temple was 



♦ Curtms fccms not (b much as to dream of a King of 2)fr#; 
but talks of the Citizens, all along, as if they had been a Common- 
wealth. However, DhJoruSf to make them amends, has made them 
z King over a Heap of Rubbiih. See li^, xvii. 

rear'd 
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rear'd there, and Sacrifices performed to Herculesy 
after the Pbcsnician manner. Moreover, Hecataus 
the Hiftorian aflures us, that that Geryon^ againft 
whom the Grecian Hercules was difpatch'd by Eu^ 
ryftbeus^ to fetee jiis Oxen, and bring them to My- 
cene^ was no Inhabitant of Spam^ neither was Herr 
cules lent to any Ifland call'd Erythia^ feated in the 
Ocean , but that Geryon reign'd on the Continent, 
between Ambracia and Ampbilochos ; that, from 
thence it was, that Hercules drew his Oxen ^ and 
jpvpn then he deems it a prodigious Labour. I am 
aflured, that, to this Day, there are rich Failures on 
that Continent, that fat Oxen are bred there, and 
that thefe being drawn thence by Hercules^ the 
Glory of that Adion was afcribed to Euryftbeus ; 
neither can I think it improbable to imagine, that 
a King of that Country might be named Geryon^ 
e£pccially becauie Euryftbeus could never be fup- 
pofed fb much as to have heard of the Name of a 
King of Iberia, the. remoteft Nation in Europe]^ 
much left, whether any fat Oxen were to be had 
there, unlefs Ibme have a mind here to introduce 
the Story of Juno, comimanding Hercules to perform 
this Task for Euryftbeus ; which is no other than 
difgracing true Hiftory, by an unncceflary Mixture 
of Fable. Alexandex^Hsxit word, that he would 
offer Sacrifice to this Syrian Hercules, which when 
the Citizens underftood, by their Embafladors, 
they thought fit to declare, that they were ready to 
perform whatever Alexander fhould command them, 
but that nolle, either " Grecian or Macedonian, (hould 

be 



* jiz^lmicusy King of Tyre^ was abfent, as has been already hinted, 
in the preceding Chapter ; whereupon, the chief Citizens, or thoft 
on whom the Regency was conferred, during his Abfence, di- 
fpatch'd an Emhafly to Alexander y to afliire him of their good Wilhes 
towards him 5 but when he fent them word of his De^n to enter 
their City, and offer Sacrifice there, they thought it would be dan- 
gerous to their Liberties to fuffcr a King, with his Army, to come 

within 
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be admitted to enter their Gates ; that this ( confi* 
dering their prefent State ) was the mildeft Anfwcr 
they fliould fend him, and, confidering the Chance 
of War, (which was variable) the fafeft for them- 
felves. As foon as this Anlwer of the Syrians came 
to Alexander^ he commanded their Embaflladors to 
i^etum, in a great Fury ; and calling a Council of 
his Friends, and the Generals, and Captains of his 
Army, he harangued them thus. 

CHAP. XVIL 

^ T CAN, by no means, deem it fife for us Cmy 
X ^^ ^ Friends and Companions) to undertake an 
** Expedition into ^gypU while the Perfians have 
^* the Sovereignty of the Sea, nor to continue our 
^^ Furfuit of D^r/^j, while ^r^ remains unfiibdued, 
•^ and our Enemies have JEgypt and Oj/frus in their 
" Pofleflion. This I hold dangerous, in many re- 
*' fped:s, but in none more than by reaibn or the 
" prefent State of Greece^ kft if they fhould regain 
^^ their Sea-ports, while we are^ufhing on our 0)n- 
^' quefts againft Babylon zn^parius j they, by the 
*^ help of their Fleet, flioula transfer the War into 
^^ Greece^ efpedally, confidering the Laceddemonians 
^^ are already our open and declared Enooiies, and 
** the Athenians retain their Fidelity towards us, at 
*' this Jundure, rather out of Fear, thaai Love. 
*^ But when ^yre is taken, and all Pbmnicia brought 
^^ into Subjection, the great and mighty Force of 



within their Gates. Perhaps alio, they might be willing to &t 
the Event of the Terfian War, before they engaged themfclvcs too 
far, on either Side. However, this Scruple of theirs^ was the Caufe 
fif the Deftrudion of their City. 

^ their 
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^* their Navy, which the Perfians now enjoy, will, 
^^ in all probability, fall into our Hands. Neither 
** will the Pbctnicians luffer either their Rowers, 
^ or Sea-»Soldiers to hazard a Naval Engagement, 
** for other Nations, when we are Mafters of thdr 
Towns on the Continent. Ofprus^ will then, either 
*' join in Confederacy with us, or may eafily be 
^ reduced bv a Fleet ; and €0 icouring the Sea with 
^^ the unitea Force of the Macedonians and Pbani^ 
^ ciam^ and Cyprus being in our Hands, we fhall 
^ reign abfblute Sovereigns at Sea, and an eafy 
^ Way will be laid open tor making a Defeent upon 
^ ^EyP^ i *^d when JEgypt is adaed to our Em- 
^^ pire, we (hall then ceafe to be Solicitous about 
^ the State of Greece^ or our own domei^ck At 
^^ fair^ : And as we may undertake the Babylonian 
*' Expedition with more Security at Home, fb we 
^^ may attempt it widb much mcM^ Glory and Ho*- 
** nour, when the Perfians are removed from the 
^^ Sea-coafts, and chaifed out of all the Countries 
^ on this Side the Eupbrates.'* ^ 

CHAP. XVIIL 

BY this Speech, his Soldiers were eaiily induced 
to attempt the Siege of Syre. But he was alio 
encouraged by a * divine Vifion ^ for that very 

Night, 



■ Here, the Divinity ishaul'd in, by Head and Shoulders, to coun- 
tenance an idle Dream; and the Prieft, as it was his Place, inter*- 
prcts it according to his Matter's Fancy : However, I can give a 
better Solution thereof myfclf. Alex/indtr had been aflrontoi by 
the Tyrians, the Day before ; and upon tliat, relblved to befiegc theit 
City : He had alfb determined to have offered Sacrifice to Hercules, 
within the City, but was denied Entrance. Full fraught withthcfe 
Thoughts, he goes to Sleep, and as the Occurrences of the Day, or 

whatever 
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. Night, as he feem'd to be icaling the Tyrian Walls'^ 
in d Dream, the Figure of Hercules reach'd forth 
. his Right Hand to him, to draw him into the City. 
This was interpreted, by Arijiander^ to fignify, that 
^yre would be taken with abundance of Toil, and 
that the Siege thereof would be a Herculean La**- 
bour. And, furely^ the Attempt itfelf lecm^d te 



whatever lie heavy upon our Spirits, cither keep us awake, or pre- 
lent themfelves to our Faricy, when afleep, he dream'd that he was 
fcaling the Walls .of Tjfre, and that Hercules, to whom he ddigned 
to have oflered Sacrifice, lent him his AiTifbnce. There is nomiog 
in this, but what it is eafy to account for, without Inipiration. Cur- 
iius has been fb liberal, as to give us tWo real Prodigies, (not dream- 
ing ones). He tells us, Ub, iv. c/^f, a. that wMe the Smiths, in the 
City, were heating their Iron in their Forges, and Uowii^ their Bd- 
lows. Streams of Blood iflued out of the Hearth.—— Tms Miradi^ 
if I miftake not, fmells ftrong; and feems to have come out of the 
Prieft*s Forge, rather than the Blackfmith's.—- However, as he has 
-t[iven the City one Prodigy, he is not ib niggardly, but he can ^>are 
-me Camp another ^ tor, as one of the Soldiers vvas breaking a Piece of 
Bread, Drops of Blood burft forth.— As to the poor Citizens-, they 
had no Interpreter for theirs 5 Cur tins has not been fb kind as to afifbra 
them one ; and I cannot fpare ttiem one: but for the Camp, AriftMndn 
was always at hand : He, out of his great Wifdom, and profound Sa- 
gacity, inquired, firft, " whether the Blood came from the Outfide, 
*' or Iriflde of the Bread 5 for if it came from the Outlide, it por- 
*' tended Mifchicf to the Camp } if from the Infide, to the City."— . 
Had I been to have iblved this mighty Doubt, I fhould have affirm'd, 
that the whole was a defign'd Trick, and the Interpretation was 
fix'd before-hand 5 That it the Blood was on the Outfide, it had been 
daub'd there on purpofe; and if it came from the Infide, it was 
fome red Liquor conveyed there, to flowout when the Bread fhould 
be cut or broken ; and that it was only a Contrivance, fike all the 
reft, to animate the Soldiery. Plutarch gives us a Dream of Mex- 
ander'sy the Interpretation of which, depends upon a Pun in the 
Greek. " jilexander, he fays, dream'd that he faw a Satjrr mocking 
** him, at a Difhnce, and notwithftanding he endeavoured to catch 
*' him, he ftill avoided him, till at laft, after much Trouble, in run- 
ning after him, he got him into his Power. Hereupon, the Sooth- 
fayers, flitting the Word Xetrvf®-, into two, afTured him, it im- 
ported that Tyre was his own."— If this was a divine Dream> the 
Deity was merrily difpoied. 

M. Dacier, in his Notes upon this Paflage, tells us,- That Plutarch 
as firmly believed it, as if he had been there, without imagining, in 
the leaft, that fiich Dreams are forged, when tlic Things to vmich 
they are made to relate, are over. Dachr'sPlut, Voi.yu ^.41. 

' ' ' threaten 
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tiireateii no lefs -, for the City was ieated in an 
Ifland, furrounded with ftrong* Walls. And the 
Naval Af&irs ieem'd, at that Time, to &vour them^ 
the Perfians being not only Mailers at Sea, but the 
Citizens themfelves having a ftrong and powerful 
Fleet. Notwithftanding theie Difficulties, they were 
refblved to try their Fortune ^ and accordingly, 
their firft Attempt was to extend a huge Bank, or 
Rampart, from the Continent to the City. The Sea 
there is a Clay, at the JBottom, and ihallow towards 
the Shore ; but when you draw nigh the City, it Is 
almoft * Three Fathom deep. But ^s there was 
abundance of ^ Stone not far oflf^ and a fufficient 
Quantity of Timber and Rubbilh, to fill up the 
vacant Spaces, they found no great Difficulty in 
laying the Foundations of their Rampart ^ the ftiflf 
Clay at the Bottom, by its own Nature, lerving in- 
ftead of Mortar, to bind the Stones together. The 
Macedonians fhew'd a wonderful Forwardnefs and 
Alacrity to the Work ^ and Alexanders Prefencc 
contributed not a little thereto; for he defign'd 
every thing himielf, and faw every thing done, and 



* Curtiusy lib, iv. cap, i. tdlsus, " the Sea which divided Tyre from 
«* the Continent, was exceeding deep, (preahum Mare), "-^ This ex- 
ceeding- great Depth, Arrian afTures us, was no leis than Three 
whole Fathoms, or Eighteen Foot, clofe to the Walls, but nigh the 
Shore it was not near fb much. 

3 The Rubbifh of Old Tyre, Thirty Furlongs off, upon the Con^ 
tinent, Curtim tells us, aHbrded Stone enough for Mexander to 
build the Rampart, lib, iv. cap, i. This^ is not improbable; but 
■what he adds of fetching Timber from Libamis, niufl: be a Miflake, 
unlefs he means jinti-Libanus, which begins nigh Sidon -, for Moujit 
Libanus begins near Tripolis, and is further diltant from Tyre than 
uinti'libimusi by the whole Breadth of Codofyria, However, it feems 
Alexander's Soldiers deem'd the railing this Rampart an impoffible 
Work y for Cnrtius alTures us, <* it was their Opinion, that the deep 
** Sea could not be fUl*d up but by a Miracle, and over which, a 
«« whole Province could fcarcc find Wood enough lor a Bridge, or 
«* Stones enough to fill it up."—— It had been done before by Ne- 
buchadnezMr, Ezek,xid, 1 8. ^without a Miracle $ and the«£une Trou- 
ble, admitting no greater Oppofition, would do it again. 

encou- 
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encouraged ibme, who feem'd to flacken ia theif 
Work, and commanded oth^s, who proceeded in 
theirs, with Vigour, and were ambitious of excelling 
their Fellows. And indeed, fo long as the Work 
was not far off the Continent, it went on, widi a 
more than ordinary Speed ^ for they built the M die 
m a fmall Depth of Water, and proceeded without 
Oppofition : But when they canie to a greater 
Depth, and approached nearer the City, they were 
gall'd with Darts, and other miiEve Weapons, from 
the high Walls, and fuftain'd much Lois ^ besig 
prepared rather for Work than Battle. The Tyriansy 
befides this, vexing them, on all hands, from theif 
Ships, (for the Sea was yet open) made the mighty 
Work go on flowly, and with great Danger to the 
Macedonians. To prevent this, Alexan^r eredlrcd 
two wooden Towers on the "^ Rampart, where it 
was furtheft extended into the Sea, and planted his 
Engines in them. Their Covering was of Leather, 
and raw Hides, fo that they could not be burnt by 
fiery miffive Weapons from the Walls, and might, 
at the fame time, preferve the Workmen from their 
Darts ; and not only this, but as often as the Sj^r/- 
ans gave them any Difturbance, from their Ships, 
they might beat them back from thofe Towers. 



wlmil^mmiammm^mmtma^mmr^t 



^ The Height of this Rampart, Ctirtius fays, was like that ota 
Mountain. This is much like his other Hyperbole, ot an exceeding 
deep Sea, -where Thi'ee Fathom ot Line -would hardly reach the 
Bottom. A Mole or Rampart,- Two or Three Foot above the Sur- 
face of the Water, was high enough. Now what a marvellous tall 
Mountain muft this be, to exceed Twenty Foot ia Height! 








CHAP. 
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CHAP* XIX. 

T- H E fyrians^ not to be behind-hand with thci^ 
Enemies, made ufe of this Gjntrivance : They 
{)rociired a huge ' Hulk, or Ferry-boat, which they 
fiUM up with dry Twigs, and other combuftible 
Stufi^ and having placed two Malls towatds the 
Prow, and made their Piles as broad, and capacious 
as poffible, they added huge Quantities of Pitch 
and Sulphur, and whatever was proper to raife a 
great Fire, Moreover, to each Maft, thev fix*d two 
Yards, at the Arms or Extremities of wnich, were 
hung Caldrons, fiU'd with whatever might add to 
the Violence of the Flame ; they afterwards fiird 
the Stern, with Stones and Rubbifh, that the Head 
might be railed the higher. Then, taking the Op* 
portunity of a favourable Wind, blowing towards 
the Mole, they fix*d two Jriremes to her, and tow'd 
her into the Sea. When they approached the 
Towers, at the End of the Mole, they fet fire to 
the Materials on board the Hulk, which they 
forced forwards, to the Mole- Head, with their ut- 
moft Strength ; and the Rowers, on board, cafily 
eicaped, by fwimming. In the mean time, the 
Towers having caught Fire, begun to blaze exceed-^ 
ingly i and thoY^Uhpi tht Hulk breaking, what-* 



■ See the DefoiptiooQf this Veffel, in Curtimy Ub. iv. Mf. 3. He 
calls her a monftrous huge Ship, and yet allows her neither Mafts* 
nor Yards. Jrrian calls lus, N*5if 'VjntAyu^ft a Ship defign'd fijr 
the Conveyance of Horfes. They fix'd Malls in her, fuch as were 
fit for their purpofe, and fiirnifhed her with Yards, whereat they 
hung two Caldrons, hill of combuftiblc Stuft which falling, when 
tlie Maftg grew too weak to hold them up, increafcd the Flame$ 
cjEceedii^ly. 

Vol. L I ever 
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ever was contained in the Caldrons, which hung 
there, increafed the Flames. The Syrians alfb, in 
their ^riremes^ caft their Darts upon the Macedo- 
nians in the Towers ; lb that they could not move 
to extinguiih the Flames, but with the utmoft Ha- 
zard. When the Towers had now catch'd Fire, 
many of the Citizens, getting on board fmall Skifi^ 
attacked the Mole in feyeral Parts at once, and the 
Wall which faced the Rampart being fbon demo- 
lillied, all the reft of the Materials which the Fire 
from the Ships had not yet reach'd, were now con- 
fumed. Alexander^ upon this, laid the Foundation 
of a Rampart, from the Continent, much broader, 
and ftronger than the former, and capable of con- 
taining more Towers 3 and, at the fame time, gave 
Orders to his Engineers to prepare new Engines. 
Which, being performed, * he, with his Targeteers 
and Agrians^ march'd to Sidon^ with an Intent to 
leize upon all their Ships ^ becaufe the Siege of ^yre 
was ^ Matter of extream Difficulty, while the Oti- 
zens were fb potent at Sea. 



^^S^^^^^^^^^^^^iS^^^ 



CHAP. XX. 

ABOUT this Time, ' Geroftratus King k^ Ara^ 
dos, and Enylus King oiBybhis^ being aflured 
that their Dominions were poflefs'd by Alexander^ 

left 

* C/irtius, lik'w, cap, 5. %s, Alexander march'd into AraSU, 
fthat is; againft thofc Arabians who inhabited Mount Anti-liSanusy 
not hi from SUon) before the ruining of the firft Rampart. Arrtan 
contradiffcs him, and gives his Realons. I (hall leave the Decifion 
of the Affair, to my Reader's Judgment. 

The Name of Geroftratus is no other than the Elder Stratosi 
fb that Curt'iHSi in his making Stratos King of ^adm^ might be 

right; 
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feft Autophradates^ and his Navy ; and each, with hi^ 
Own Fleet, came, and fiibmitted themfelves to him i 
and with them #ame alfb the Sidonian triremes : So 
that he had now near Eighty Phoenician Ships in hii 
Powei'. ' At this Jundkure, leveral frtremes came 
to his Afliftance from Rhodes^ one df which was^ 
by way of Excellency, call'd Peripolos 9 and with 
her, were Nine more Ffom Soli^ and Mallosy ar-* 
rived Three 5 from Lycia^ Teh ; from Macedon^ 
One with Fifty Oars*, commanded by Proteas the Son 
o^ Andronicus 'y and fbon after, the Kings of Qyprw^ 
( having received Intelligence of the Perfian Defeat 
at Iffiis^ and terrified with the News that all Pi^ar* 
nicia had fiibmitted to the Conqueror ) arrived at 
SidoHy with a Navy of One hundred and twenty 
Ships. Alexander granted them a general Pardon 
for all paft Offences, becauie they had not jdinM 
their Fleet with the Perfians^ out of Choice^ but 
Neceflity. Irt the mean time, ^hile the Engine* 
were preparing, and the Ships fitting out, as well 
to attack the City, as for a Sea-Fight, Alexander^ 
with fbme Troops of Horie, and Targeteers, be- 
fides Archers and Agrian&^ made an E^xcuriion into 
Arabia^ to the Mountain called Anti^Libanus ^ and^ 
having reduced the Country thereabouts, partly by 
Force, and partly by Gompofition, at the End o( 
ten Days, he returned to Sidon ; where * Cleandet 
the Son otPolemocrates^ who was newly arrived from 
Pelopmmfuu ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ Vomx thoulaiid Greek Mer- 
cenaries : His Fleet being now ready, and afufficient 



right J but then he certainly ought to haveinform'il U^, thit he 
himfidf was slbfent, and his Son (whom he mentioned there as King) 
deputed Regent, or ilbmething to that purpofe. However, 'tis a 
little ftraage, that he fhould mention but Two iCings, inflead ox 
Three, and give both their Names wroi^. 

* Curtius lays, Clmnder came, with his Recruits, to Alexandif 
at Tyri. ArrtM is more exaft, and allures us, he met the King it 
SijQn, and accompanied him, from thence, to the Siege of Tyre. 

I tA Kiimber 
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Number of Targeteers taken on board, (unlefs a 
Sea-Fight ihould happen rather with Ships than 
Men) he fet Sail from SidoHj and^ with a choice 
Army, hafted towards 3yrey himfelf being on the 
Right Wing, which was ftretch'd forth to Sea- 
ward, and with him, were the Cyprian Kings, (and 
all the Phoenicians^ except ^ Pnytagoras ^ for he, and 
Crater us brought up the Left Wing. The Syrians 
had, at firft, refolved upon a Sea-Fight, if Alexander 
Ihould attempt to bring a Fleet againft them : but 
when they law luch a prodigious ^ Naval Force, fer 
beyond what they expedted, (for they had not yet 
heard that all the Cyprian and Phoenician Fleets 
were in his Hands) and thole ready to make a De- 
icent, with a choice Army, (for a little before they 
came near the City, the Ships, on the Right Wing, 
ftood out to Sea, but the Syrians not coming form 
to meet them, they received contrary Orders, and 
with all their Force, ftecr'd dire<5tly thither ) then 
the Syrians begun to lay afide all Thoughts of a 
Sea- Engagement, and only ftudied how to block up 
the Mouths, of their Harbours, with as many 57r/* 
remes as they could contain, that the Enemies Fleet 
might not be able to force an Entrance into either of 
them. Alexander J perceiving that the Syrians came 
not forth to meet him, £iiled ftill nearer the City ; 
but durft not attempt to make his way into die 
Haven towards Sidon^ becauie of the Narrownels 



3 Carfim mentions Tmtugemt as if lie liad been Ible Monarch of 
Cyprus. Jrrian only talks ci iiim here, as King of F4ut of tint 
IDand^ and he is ceruinly right : fi>r Tlhy reckons Eight Kings who 
reign'd there befides. 

^ His whole Naval Force, according to Curtitts, lib, iv. atf. j. 
coniifled of One hundred and eighty Sail of Ships j but he never 
mentions what thef were. Arrkm has been abundantly more accu- 
rate in his Account^ and bv givii^ us the Number* eadi Nation 
fiirnidied him with, makes tne whok Sum amount to Two hundred 
and twenty-four. Tlutdrch tcBs us only, tluit the Haven of 3Jw 
was block'd up> by Ahxandir^ with Two hundred Triremes. 

of 
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of its Entrance, which was alfb obftru6ted by many 
Ships, whole oppofite Prows he could eafily difcern : 
Three of thofe. Ships, pofted at the Extremity of 
the Paflage, the Pbcsnieians attack'd with their 
arm'd Prows, and immediately funk 5 but the Sailors 
who were on board, eafily efcaped, by fwimming, 
to their Friends. Then Alexander drew his Fleet 
afliore, near the new Mole, which he had built, to 
preferve them from the Danger of Storms 3 and the 
Day after, commanded Andromachus Captain of the 
Cyprian Navy, to block up the Haven towards 
SidoHy and befiege the City on that Side. The 
Pb»nicfans were orderM to lie over-againft the Ha-, 
ven, on the other Side of the Mole, which looks 
towards J£gypt^ where, alio he fix'd his Royal Pa- 
vilion. 



O^®^^^^0^^.U=-?5:©isJ5?JaJlf^^®@^:2l 



CHAP. XXI. 

MANY Engineers were, now, aflfembled from 
Cyprus and Phoenicia^ and many warlike En- 
gines prepared, Ibme whereof were planted upon 
the Rampart, others on board the Hulks, which 
were brought from Siaon^ and others on the Decks 
of fuch of their Ships, ^ as were the lloweft Sailors. 
All Things thus in Readinels, he inftantly pro- 
ceeded to batter the Walls, as well from the Ships, 
as the Rampart. The Syrians who were pofted on 
the Walls, oppofite to the Enemies Batteries, built 
Towers of Wood, wherein they placed themfelvcs, 
to annoy the Befiegers, and from whence, if the En- 
gines alTaulted them, on any Side, they might defend 
themielves with E^arts, and caft their miffive Weapons, 
bearing Fire at their Points, into their very Ships, en- 
deavouring by that means to deterr the Macedonians 

I 9 from 
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from^approaching. The Wall, oppofit? to their 
Mole, was nigh ' One hundred and fifty Foot high^ 
with a Breadth prc^ortionable, and built with vaft 
Stones, ftrongly cemented together. The ^ Hulks, 
and Triretnesy which (hould have advanced with 
the Befiegers Engines, againft the Walls, could not 
approach there, becaufe the huge Stones which the 
ffyrians continually caft down into the Sea, hinder'd 
their Accefs. Alexander^ however, took care to 
clear the Paflage, by drawing the Stones out of the 
Sea, which was a Work of great Difficulty, elpe- 
cially fince it was to be performed out of their Ships, 
:where no fuch firm Footing was to be had, as on 
Shore. Some Syrians^ then^ in clofe Veflels, made 
toWards their Ships, and cutting the Cables, which 
held them, entirely deprived them of all Power of 
affaulting them, that Way. Alexander feeing this, 
difpatch'd fome clofe Ships, of Thirty Oars each, to 
caft Anchor there, and repel the Syrians in theirs. 
But neither could this take Eflfed ^ for the Syrians^ 
being expert Divers, flid, fecretly, out of their Vel^ 
fels, and again cutting their Cables, let their Ships 
a- drift. The Macedonians then ufed Chains, for Ca- 



' The Number, here, muft needs be erroncousi tho* all the Copies 
^f Arrian^ which I have ieen, have it the iame. Curfius tells us 
jiothing of their Height, only he fays, the Citizeps built them an 
inner Wall, for fear the firft fhould give vvay to Alexander's Battering- 
Engines. But as we never hear that this inner Wall gave him any 
Trouble to gain iu we may, with good reason, affirm, no iiich Wall 
was ever built. / 

* Had the Sea been of fuch a vaft Depth as Curtius has ahead/ 
told us, the Citiz^ens mull have caft in monftrous Stones indeed, 
and vaft Quantities of them too, to have hinder*d Alexander's Vef- 
icls from approaching: But ArrUn has afliired us, that the Sea was 
no where abpvc Eighteen Foot deep thereabouts 5 and fiich a Depth 
ipight cafily be fo choak'd up with Stones and Rubbjih, as to hin- 
der their Approach clofe to the Walls, However, after Curtws had 
told us of the prodigious Depth of Water, it would ksLve been Non- 
fyifk in him to have touch'4 upon this Stor^, fioET which Reaipp he 
1^ wifely on^ittcd it, 

Wes, 
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bles, to fecure them from the Danger of Divers. 
The Stones which the Citizens had caft into the 
Sea, were drawn up with Ropes, and thrown into 
a deeper Place, at a Diftance, that they might no 
more hinder their Accefi ; and this huge Bank of 
Stones thus clcar'd away, the Ships eafily a^^roach^d 
the Wall 



CHAP. XXII. 

'TP H E * Syrians ^ feeing themfelves reduced to 
X iuch great Streights, refblved to attack the 
Cyprian Squadron, polled at the Mouth of the Ha- 
ven, which looks towards Sidoft^ and having, be- 
fore that Time, Ipread Sails a-crols the Mouth of 
the Haven, that their Ships, fill'd with Soldiers, 
might not be difcover*d by t)ie Enemy, about 
Noon, (at which Time the Macedonian Sailors were 
ufually bufied about their private Affeirs, and Ale>i^ 



' This whole Chapter, Cur tins has either left out, or giv^n 
fbme of the Particulars, in Terms lb dark and general, that 'tis ^ 
hard, as uiele(s, to underftand him : But to make amends for this 
Omiflion, he oWiges us with the Storj of a Whak, Book iv. Chap, 4. 
which, he affiircs us, with his ufual Confidence, appeared Between 
the Macedonian Fleet and the Town.— Whether any Whales are ever 
fccn in thofe Seas, I know not j neither do I much care. If Whales 
are common thereabouts, and one was feen, by both Parties, there 
was no Wonder in it at all. Bodies of (b huge a Size, are not eafily 
hid. I have heard of a Tub thrown out, for a Whale to play withal j 
but never, before, of a Whale fent for a Couple of Armies to play 
w^ithal. Had this Whale dropt from the Clouds, and oome flying 
over the City, sjaongthe Macesloman Fleet, I ihould have deem'd it 
worthy a Place in Hiuoryi and it might have pais'd for a good tolera- 
ble fort of a Prodigy. As it is> there is nothing ftrange m the Story, 
and I cannot tell which were the greateft Fools, the Tyrians, and 
Mace^nians, for taking Notice oMt as a Prodigy^ or CnrtMiy for 
sd)owing it a Place in his Hiilory. 

I 4 nniif 
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$mdetf had retired from his Fleet, to his Favilion, 
on the other Side of the City ) with five choice 
^mnquer^ntes^ as many ^adriremes^ and {even 
S'riremesy filled with export Rowers, and refolate 
Soldiers, well arm'd for Fight, and inured to the 
Sea, rowed out (lowly, and filently, one by one, 
againft the Enemy: But when they advanced 
within Sight of the Cyprians^ encouraging each 
other with a great Shout, and clafhing of their Oars, 
they attacked their Fleet. But it happen'd that 
Day, that Alexander having retired, as ufua], to 
his Pavilion, tarried there but a ihort time, and 
returned to his Fleet. The Syrians aflaulted the 
Enemies Ships all on a fudden, when fbme were 
entirely empty, and others, by reafon of the Noife 
and Violence of the Attack, were furprized unpre^ 
p^red for Refiftance, Pnytagoras^s ^inquereme was 
funk at the firft Onfet, with another commanded 
by Androcles the Amatbufian^ and Paficrates the 
S^hurian; others were forced on Shore, and beat 
to pieces. Alexander hearing of this Excurfion of 
the Syrian Sriremes^ immediately ordered as many 
Ships as he could Ipare, and were well arm'd, to 
block up the Mouth of the Haven, and thereby 
hinder the reft of the Syrian Fleet from coming 
forth. He then, with the i^inqueremes which he 
had ready, and five Triremes^ well prepared, failing 
round the City, hafted to attack the Syrians. The 
3efieged ieeJng this from the Wall, and perceiving 
Alexander himfelf there, endeavour'd, by loud 
Cries, to recall their Men, who were qn board ; 
and when their Cries, by reafon of the Tumult, 
could not be heard, they made feveral Signals for 
them to return, becauie the Enemy was at hand : 
but finding, too late, that Akpcander was upon 
them, they turned their Sails, and hafted to the 
Haven j yet few of them could fave themfelves by 
Flight J for Alexanders Ships falling in, fuddenly, 
among them, rendered feme unfit for lailiipg s and 
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one ^uinquereme^ and a ^adrireme^ wore taken 
at the very Entrance of the Port. The Slaughter 
of the Syrians was not great, becauie as ibon as 
they perceived it impofGble to fave their Ships, they 
efcaped into the Harbour by iwimming. The Mi^ 
cedonians^ now knowing that the Jyrian FJeet would 
be unferviceable, moved their £ngines up to the 
Walls. Thofe which advanced cm the Side towards 
the Rampart, did no Execution, by reafbn of the 
Firmnefs of the Wall there Others moved fbme 
Hulks with Engines, to that Quarter of the City 
which looks towards Sidon. But when they found 
their Endeavours there, fruitlei^ failing along the 
whole South Part of the Wall towards ^gyft^ they 
tried to batter it every where : And there, indeed^ 
by the Violence of their Attacks, it was at firfl 
ihaken, and afterwards beat down, and demolished. 
Whereupon, they immediately mounted the ' Breach, 
by the help of their Ladders, and begun to ftorm 
the Place : but the fyrians^ without any great Diffi- 
culty, repuls'd them. 



CHAP. XXIIL 

TH E third Day after this, the Sea being per- 
fc<SWy calm, ' Alexander having call'd his 
Captains together, and encouraged them to fight^ 

cattied 



* Curtius does not fo much as hint at any AfEult of the City, 
before the lift, and general one. 

^ By Curtiush Defcription of this general Ailault, as he calls it, 
one would really imagine Alexsmler had ftorm'dand taken the Town 
iiim^lf, and that all his Soldiers had been little more than idle Sped^a- 
fors of his axartial Prowcfs. '^i? ^^^^ l*« %« ^ general, « That 
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caufed his Batteries to be advanced to the Walls, a 
great part whereof fell down at the firft Shock of 
their Engines ; and when he perceived that the 
Breach was wide enough, he ordered the Hulks, 
which bore the Engines, to retire, and other two, 
with the Scaling-Ladders, to advance, that J they 
might enter the Town over the Ruins of the Wall : 
One of thefe had the Targeteers on board, com- 
manded by Admetus ^ the other, the auxiliary Troop 
of Foot, commanded by Canus ; himfelf, with the 
Targeteers, ftanding ready to mount the Walls, on 
the firft Opportunity. He ordered fbmc triremes 
to block up both Havens, and, if poffible, while 
the Syrians were bufy in defending themfelves eUe- 
where, to enter by Force ; and as many of his Ships 



** a Breach was made in the W^ and many of MexMfukfs Soldiers 
« entered the Haven :"-« Tho' after this, he tells us not a Word, 
where the Breach was made? who made it? who entcr'd by it? 
nor what Execution they did ? And as for thofe who cnter'd the 
Haven, he gives us no Account, whether they enter'd on Foot, or 
on Horfeback ; nor do we learn from him, of any thing they ^id^ 
only, " Some of them mounted the Walls, which the Tyrians had 
•* deferted," U^, iv. cap. 4. However, to Ihew us he is an impartial 
Hiftorian, he has made the Citizens full as great Cowards, and as 
una£bive as the others can be, for their Lives ^ for he adds, <' That 
this Succefs, fnamely, their fcaling the Walls, and breaking into 
the Havenj ftruck the Tyrians with great Amazement, and all be- 
gun to provide for their Safety. fHe ought to have faid. They 
begun to ncgle6t the general Safety, and each to confiilt his own in 
particular J " Some, he adds, took San^ary in their Temples $ 
** others barricaded their Doors ; and many refblved to fell their Lives 
" as dear as they could. Some got up to the Tops of their Houfes, 
" and threw Stones and Rubbilh down on their Enemies. Hereupon, 
*« Alexander caufed Proclamation to be made, that he would put aU 
" to the Sword who were not found in their Temples j and immc- 
" diately ordcr'd the Houfes to be fet on fire. Thus many perifhed, 
" for the Temples were filled with Women and Children, and every 
«* Man ftood in his own Defence, at his Door. " This is the moft 
romantick Account of the lacking of a City, I ever read, and fiich 
a one as, Pdare fay, none befides Curtius, ever wrote : but as he de- 
iign'd not his Work £0 much for InftnwSion, as Amufement, he 
thought any Stuff, in florid Language, would go down with his 
Readers. 

a4 
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as carried the fhooting Artillery, or were built dole, 
for the Convenience of Archers, he commanded to 
fail round the Wall, and aflault it where-ever they 
could, and where they could not, to keep, at leaft, 
within Reach of their Darts : and this he did, that 
the ^yrians^ finding themfelves prefs'd on all Hands, 
might be confounded, and unable to defend their 
City. The Ships being now drawn up, clofe to the 
Walls, and the Ladders fix'd, the Targeteers, 
headed by Ainietus^ valiantly mounted the Breach f 
and it was not long before he was feconded by Alex^ 
ander^ who was always prefent, where Danger 
caird, and a conftant £ncourager and Rewarder of 
Valour, in others. The Wall was t^ken, and entered 
on that Part where Alexander made the Aflault; 
and the Syrians being beat back, the Macedonians 
found firm Footing. While Admetus^ whofirft mount* 
ed the Breach, was exhorting his Soldiers to follow 
his Example, he was thruft thro* with a Spear, and 
died : but Alexander^ with his Men, mounting at 
at the lame time, kept their Ground. Some Towers 
being then feiz'd, with the whole Space between 
them, he march'd diredly from the Wall towards 
the Royal Palace, becaufe the Defcent into the Citj' 
that Way, feem'd the inoft eaiy and agreeable. 






CHAP. XXIV. 

THOSE, then, who were order'd to block up 
the Haven looking towards ^gypt^ with the 
Phmnicians^ making a fudden Attempt upon it^ 
broke the Chain, and attacked the Ships in the 
Haven : fome floating on the Water, were funk ; 
others running on Shore, were beat in pieces. The 
Cyprians alio b|:oke into the Haven towards Sidon^ 

an4 



124 AKKIAKsHifioryof 

and cntcrM the Giiy on that Side. The Syrians 
feeing their Walk in the Enemies Pofleilion, retired 
thence, in a Body, to the Agenortum^ ( a Place fb 
cali'd) where they rallied, and drew up, againft the 
Macedonians : But Alexander^ with his Targeteers, 
bailing to the Place, kilFd many, and put the reft 
to flight A great Slaughter alio happened at the 
Haven, where Genus and his Forces entered the 
City J ror the Macedonians were vehemently enraged 
at the Citizens, partly for holding out the Place fo 
long, and partly becaufe they having feiz'd fbme of 
their Men, iailing from Sidon^ firft hoiflied them 
up aloft upon their Walls, in Sight of their Friends, 
and afterwards ftabb'd them, and threw their Bo- 
dies into the Sea. About ' Eight thoufand Syrians 
were flaia ^ Of the Macedonians^ befides Admetus^ 



^ Curtim mentions only Six thou&nd^ but he adds, that Two 
diouiand more were nailed to Gibbets, in Rows, on the Shore. 
Some Editions of Curtms, lib.vr, cap.^, if, Ed, Srufken6$trg. tell us, 
<* That the SUonianf who enter'd the Town, catting to mind that 
^ Ijfre and Si^ were both built by Agenwy and, of coniequeoce, that 
** the Tyfiitns fprung from the fame Stock with themfeives, found 
** means to convey Fifteen thoufand of them on board their Ships, 
« and 6ve them from the Ruin of their Fellow Citizens.**— — This 
is a very improbable Story » and as neither Anion nor Dkdorus have 
one Word like it, nor any Author 1 can meet with, I am apt to 
iufpc^, that Curtms's Humanity, for once, got the better of his Ho- 
nelly. However, fbme of our later Editors of Cnrtius, finding the 
Number Fifteen thoufand too many, to be thus fecrctly convey'd away, 
have retrenched it to Five thoufand. Of this Opinion was GlarMtms, 
tho' Bjtderus thinks the former Number, infuchaHurry, and where 
io many Ships were at hand, \s not improbal:^.--— I can fay no- 
thing to it, only had there been any Truth in it, I can never imagin 
that Arriftny who b every where fb accurate, wcHild have omitted fb 
memorable a Story. 

^ We have no Account given us, by Curtms, what Number of Mih 
cedomms periihed in this Siege: And truly, the Numbers V9c havc» 
are fb vaflly diQnroportioBable, that they plainly fhew to wliich Party 
we owe the Records, or Memoirs, from whence all thefe HiAorics 
were compiled. Juftin, lib, xi. cAp. lo. contrary to aE other Au« 
thors, affirms, that Tyr$ was taken by Treachery. JBlum reports, 
that it was won by Stratagem. Pp^pdm, that it was carried by 
Storjn^ 

who 
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who firft cnter'd the Breach, and took Poflfeffion of 
the Wall, about Twenty Targeteers fell in that 
Aflault ; and during the whole Siege, about Four 
hundred. They who had fled to the Temple of 
Hercules^ (being feme of the chief Syrian Nobility, 
befides King Azelmicus^ and » Ibme Cartbaginiau 
Priefts, who, according to antient Cuftom, were 
fent to their Mother Gty, to offer Sacrifices to Her-- 
culeiy had the Benefit of a free Pardon. The reft 
to the number of Thirty thoufand, including Strand 
gers, were fold for SlaVes. jUexander^ after this, 
offered Sacrifice to Hercules^ at which his whole 
Army affifted ; the Navy alu) performed a Part In 
the Solemnity. He moreover appointed Gpnnick 
Sports, in Her€ules's Temple, which was then finely 
illuminated. The Engine, wherewith the Wall was 
demoliilied, he placed there, as an eternal Moni^ 
ment of his Vidory : And die Syrian Ship, co^- 
crated to Hercules^ which he had taken, in a Se^ 
fight, he caufcd to be hung up there, with an In- 
fcription, which, whether compofed by himfelf, <^ 
iany other, as it contains nothing worth Notice^ 
I have deem'd it unworthy [to be communicated to 
Pofterity. And thus was the City of STyre taken, 
in the Month Hecatombaion^ when * Anicetus was 
Archon at Athens. 

5 Curtius has contrived a ftrange Story here, /i^. iv. caf. 3 , 19. of 
Thirty CMrtkspman Embafladors, who came rather to condole the 
Condition of the TyrtMos, than to give them Relief 5 for they, he fays, 
«* brought Word, that the ^acM/ims were at that Time, deftroying 
**j^A with Fire and Sword, and were encamp'd not>far from the 
«* Walls of G»r*Afl5f •,**— Thefe were lying Embafladors, and 'tis pity 
but Mtxander had rewarded them. The Syracufinns are never known 
to have bcfieged Carthage but once, and that was under the Com- 
imiid of j^a$h$cUsy long after Mtxander'i Time. SctfHftin, lib, xxii. 
mf, 6, There were indeed fomc Commotions in ^ica, about that 
Time, hot tlie Syrtut^ttms had no Share in them. This Error in Cur* 
tim is confuted by JU^iij,and hisCenfure is confirm'd by Trmjhemim. 
tAmeccimhas alio noted it, in his %JT(m$, De Carthage RepttSlicd. 

♦ This happened in the ^ Year ot the 1 1 ath OlymfiaJ, the 2 jd 
Year of JltxAnd^z Age, and the tbird of his Reign. 

CHAP. 
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CHAR XXV. 

WHILE Alexander was yet beflegitig ^yre^ 
Embafladors arrived from Dariusy telling 
him. That Darius would beftow upon him ' Ten 
thouland Talents of Silver, if he would fet his 
Mother, his Wife, and Children at Liberty ; as alfb 
all the Country between the Euphrates and the Hel^ 
lefpont ; and it he would take his Daughter in Mar* 
riage, he Ihould be ftiled his Friend, and Confede-* 
rate. Which Embafly being debated in Council, 
Farmenio is (aid to have told him. That if he was 
Alexander y he would accept the Terms ; and^ when 
the End of W^r was gained, no longer tempt the 
Hazard thereof. To which the other is laid to 
have reply 'd. So would he, if he was Parmenio ^ 
but as he was Alexander^ he muft aft worthy Alex* 



■■ fci I I ■ ii ti II 



* Curtius takes no Notice of the fen thoufand Talents which 
Varies here promifes to Alexander-, but he has contrived a Letter, in 
DariHs*s Name, td Alexander, which*, had that" young Monarch feeri, 
and could have laid Hands on the Author, I dare engage he would 
jiave cropt his Ears clofe to his Head. He makes Daritts quite forget 
his Mother, Wife, and Children, which were the principal Subject 
of his former. His Tone is now changed, and he talks of nothing 
but " giving Alexander a Wife, with all the Country between the 
« Halys and the Hellefpont, for a Dowry."— Vide libAv, caf.f. But 
what Conditions he expeded for all this» the Author tells us not. 
However, one may reafbnably fuppofe it was, to be left in quiet PoP 
ieffion of the reft. But yet, the Letter is wrote £o wildly, and he 
treats Alexander fb like a Child, that the World may eafily perceive 
it was penn'd by one who had little Knowledge of Mankind. I wifli 
I had room to animadvert a little upon it, and its ranting Anfwerj 
but as Mr. L« Clerc has taken ibme Pains with it, in the Oriticiiin 
prefixed to this Work, I (hall pa& both that, and the Anfwer, by, widh; 
oat further Notice. 

ander^ 
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ander. He therefore anfwer'd the Embafladors, 
That he neither wanted Darius's Money, nor would 
accept of Part of his Empire, inftead of the Whole; 
for that all his Treafure, and his Country, was his : 
That he would marry his ^ Daughter, if he pleased, 
without his G)nfent : But if he had a mind to try 
his Humanity, let him come to him^ This Aniwer 
being carried to Darius ^ and he, defpairing of Peace, 
made frelh Preparations for War. Alexander then 
refblved upon an Expedition into JEgypt^ all the 
Cities of that Part of Syria^ call'd Paleftiney being 
fiirrender'd peaceably into his Hands, except Gaza^ 
which was kept by a certain Eunuch, named ^ Jiatis^ 
who, forefeeing this, had already hired many 
Troops of Arabians J and laid up vaft Stores of Pror 
vifions, to ferve for a long Siege. He alfo intirely 
trufted to the Strength of the Place, which he 
look'd upon as impregnable ; for which Reaibn, he 
was refolved, that whenever Alexander approached, 
he fliould be denied Entrance. 



* That he might eaiily do } for he had her fafe in his Camp, and 
her Mother too. 

^ Hciscaird Beth by Curtius, lib, iv. caf,6y 7. and Bubamefes by 
Jofefhus, lib,xL cap,S, Curtius takes no Notice of his hiring any 
Troops to help him to hold out the Place. All he fays is, that the 
City was ot a large CompaG, and tho' there was in it but a finall 
Garrifon, yet was the Governor a Man ot approved Loyalty to his 
Prince. 
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CHAR XXVI. 

GAZA \s only twenty Furlongs diftant from 
the Sea^fbore, and exceeding difficult of Accefs, 
becauie of the Depth of the Sand, and the neigh^ 
bouring Sea, which is, every where, Ihallow. The 
City itfelf is large, and populous, feated on a high 
Hill, and iurrounded with a ftrong Wall. It is alio 
the laft inhabited Place which Travellers meet with, 
in their Way from Pbosnicia to ^gypt^ and borders 
upon a vaft Defert. Alexander^ immediately after 
his Arrival there, encamp'd over*againft that Part 
of the Wall, which fcem'd moft fubjedk to an Af^ 
iault, and ordered his Engines to be brought thi- 
ther^ and notwithftanding it was the Opinion of 
ibme of his Engineers, that the Wall was not 
poffible to be taken by Force, by reaibn of the 
Height of the Bulwarks, he thought fit to declare 
his Sentiments to the contrary 5 and that the more 
difficult the Attempt was, it was the more necefEury 
to be undertaken; for that the very Suddennejs 
and Brisknefs of their Alfault, would ftrike their 
Enemies with no fmall Terror. He added, that if 
he was unable to reduce the City, it would abun- 
dantly redound to his Diihonour, when the News 
fhould be carried to Greece^ as well as to Darius. 
He therefore ordered a Rampart to be run round 
it, of iuch a Height, that the Engines placed there- 
upon might be upon a Level with the Top of the 
Wall : Which Rampart he then built over-againft 
the South part of the Wall, becaufe it ieem'd, there, 
the leaft difficult to be aflaultedl And when the 
Work was now brought to its full Height, the il£i* 
cedonian Engines were immediately placed thereon. 

Abour 
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About this time, as Akxander was facrificing, with 
a Crown of Gold upon his Head, according to the 
Cuftom of Greece^ and juft entering upon the Office, 
a certain ' Bird of Prey, hovered over the Altar, 
and let &\\ a Stone from his Claws, upon his Head. 
yilexander immediately ient to confiilt Ariftander 
the Soothfayer, what this Prodigy could portend: 
Who return d Anfwer, " Thou (halt indeed take 
*^ the City, O King; but beware of Danger from 
^ thence, , on the Day it is taken." He hearing 
this, retired out of the Reach of their Darts, to the 
Engines on the Kampart* 



' Curtius has made a mighty Miracle of tius; and it .would be a 

Miradc indeed, if it were true.— " While Mexandervrz& facrificing, 

•* fays he, lib/vi. cap* 6. i i . i Raven flew over his Head, and upon it 

** let fall a Qod, which (he held in her Claws ; the Cksd broke, and the 

«' Bird aljehted on the next Tower, which beii^ daub\l with Bitu« 

« men and Sulphur, her Wings were fi> eiitanglcd therewith, that Ihc 

*' could not efcape, but was taken by thofe whd ftpod near."— . 

Plutdrch has told this Story ibmewhat different : He &ys, Vitdjile^, 

afuJ Sfefh. p. 16, *' The Clod fell upon tkeKiiig[s Shoulder) after 

*^ which, the Bird fettling upon one of the Battering-Engines, was 

*^ fuddealy entangled, and caught, in the Nets which protcded the 

*•* Ropes wherewith the Engine was managed.*' ^-i— This iS much 

^ore pr6l)ab]e than- the other Accoont j for I would ask, in the fir A 

pbc^. What Tower that was, whereon the Bhsd was faid to perch I 

It could 1)e none of thofe upon the Town- Walls, becaufe Alexander's 

Soldiers to^the fiird, and they were too hifh for them to fcalej 

and befides, the daubing their Battlements with Pitch and Brimflone 

had been ridiculous ; So that it muft neceflarily be one of JlUxmuler's 

moving Towers of Wood, fiut then, the Queflion will be. What 

could induce AUxanJer to daub them with Pitch and Sulphur > 1 

hope none wiU fiiy, that was done to prevent their being fet on firtf 

by the Enemy: And 1 am fure it could be done With no Defign of 

fetting fire to the Town j they never being ufed lor ixtf £ich purpof^. 

Some profound Criticks therefore, to fave CetrPim's Reputation, 

have changed the Wdrds Bkumim c^ Sulpbufg, and very cunningly 

read Alumme f^ Pnlvefey Duft and AUum, not onljr becaufe of the 

near Affinity of the Words, but aMb as they are of ufe to refiffc Ffa-e; 

But how could any daubing of Dufl and AMm catdi a Raven ?—— 

ArrotTfy undoubtedly, thought that this Story fmelt fbcjng, and there-' 

ibre cut it off fhort j and indeed this moft be &id in his Praife, he 

fcldom fpins a Lye out to any great Lcn^h^ 

Vot. I. K CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

BUT ^ yf^henyfiexander (aw die Arabians malte 
a furious .Safly out of the City, and let fire to 
the Engines, and, having the Advantage of the 
higher Station, gall the Macedonians below^ and 
beat them from the Rampart which they had built ; 
then, either forgetful of the divine Warning, or 
moved with the Danger of his Soldiers, he called his 
Targeteers together, and hafted to fuccour the Mh 
cedmians^ where they were moft expofed, and by 
his Prefence kept them from betaking themfelves 
to flight, and abandoning the Rampart ; but while 
he was thus pufhing forwards, an Arrow, from an 
Engine, pierced his Shield and Breaflplate, and 
wounded him in the Shoulder; which, when be 
perceived, and thereby knew that Ariftande/s Fre- 
di&ion was true, he rejoiced, becaufe, by the &me 
Fredi&ion, he was to take the City, notwithftand- 
ing that Wound was not cured, but with much 
Difficulty. In the mean dm^ other Engines, which 



* We have a long Story in C$trtius, lib Ay. cMp,6. ic, c^r. £&. 
Snaktnb. of " an JlrMbian Soldier, who ieeming to defert from tlie 
^ Town> came to AlfxanJir, and M at his Feet) wliereup<Hi the 
^ King raifed him up, and order'd he fhould be kindly received : but 
*< the Villain arifing, ftruck boldly at his Throat, with a Swoid» 
<< which he had. hid under his Shield. But he avoided the Danger, 
<< by bending his Body a little, and lifting up his Sword, cut o£F the 
^ Traitor's Hwd.** Higejms MuffHs tells us, <' that the Villain con- 
*^ ceal'dnot his Dagger imder his Shield, but bennth the Skirts of 
V his Coat of Mail $ and that jlkxMndir did not chop off his Hand; 
*< but gave him his Death's Wound by a Qit over the Head."—- VUk 
Curfium. Var. ^.171. Which of thde tw<^ is in the right, I {bal 
90t determine) only as no other Authors have hinted at the Story, 
it is not impodOTible they may be h^ falie^ and the whole an Im- 
poixtion» 

^ * had 
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had been ufed at the Siege of ^yre^ arriving by Sea, 
he ordered the Rampart to be run quite round the 
City, * two Stadia in Breadth, and Two hundred 
and fifty Foot in Height. The Engines then being 
prepared, and planted thereupon, the Wall was 
vehemently Ihaken, and the Miners, in many Places, 
nrorking privately underneath the Foundations there*' 
of, and conveying the RubbiOi away, it fell down. 
The Befiegers then plying the Citizens with their 
Dats, beat them out of their Towers 5 , yet thrice 
they fuftain'd the Macedonian Shocks, with the Lofi 
<of abundance, flain and wounded : But at the fourth 
Attack, when Alexander had call'd his Men thither, 
he fo leveird the ^ Wall, which had been undermined, 
in {bme Places, and widened the Breaches made by 
the Engines in others, that it leem*d then a matter 
of no Difficulty to the Macedonians^ to fix their 
Ladders to the Ruins thereof^ and ftorm the City. 
As loon as the Ladders were fix'd, there arofe a 
great Emulation among the Befiegers, who fhould 
iirft mount the Breach : This Honour was gain d 

•by Neoptolemus of the Race of the jEacida^ one 

% ^ 

Thcfc Numbers muft certainly be erroneous: What Height the 
Walls of Gaza were of, we no where read. Curtius tells us of a 
Rampart thrown up, which cquall'd the Walls in Height, lih, iv. 
€Af. 6. 2 1 . But that gives us no Afliftance in the preient Cafe : So 
that we muft be forced to let the Matter reft, till wc can, by fbmc 
other Manuicrint Copies of Arriany tind where the Miftake lies. 

^ Curtius, Ui, ivicap, 6. 21. tells us, the Inhabitants built an inn^ 
WaQ, tofecurethemfelves, of equal Height with the outer one. Of 
what Service theic inner Walls were, we need not inform our Read- 
ers ; only I cannot forbear taking notice, that this is not the firft time, 
he has put himielf to the Expence of running up an inner Wall* 
when, in all probability, the Citizens never had any fiich Thought} 
for, as well at Tyre, as here, 'when the outermoft Wall gave way, and 
ivas fcaled, we never read, either in Curtius, or any other Author* 
that thcMaceJanian Soldiers found an inner one: From whence we 
may rationally infer, that if they did run up an inner Wall, it was 
made of Butter, or fuch like Stuff> and probably the Sun, in £> hot 
a Climate, might melt it down, and ikvcthsM^cuhnians^TroMc 
^i planting their Battering-Rams againft it, 

K z of 
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of hi$ Friends ; and after him, other Captain^ and 
others, ilil! entered with their Forces: and when 
many of the Macedonians were now within the 
Walls, they forced open the Gates, one after ano- 
ther, and gave Entrance to the whole Army. * The 
Citizens, notwithftanding they law the Place thus 
ttken by Storm, were refelved to fight to the laft j 
and gathering together in a Body, every one loft, 
his Life where he ftood, after a brave Refinance. 
Alexander fold their Wives and Children fiw Slaves; 
and a Colony being drawn thither ftom the Neigh- 
bourhood, the City was afterwards made uie of as 
aGarrifbn. 



^ jirruin has given us no pardculaf Account of the Number of 
CitJT^ns (lain; only he lays, tbej fought de&crately, and fold their 
Lives dearly. Curtius affirms, that Ten thouSuid M. Hig^i b.ji, 
only Su thouiand. Curtius xc^ai, that .></«Xi(nitr received a Wound, 
or Bruilc, on his Leg, by a Stone: But this I imagine aMiAakcj fir 
Plutarch in his Treatife De Fartima AltxAjtdri, iays, the Bird already 
mentioned let the God fall upon his Foot; whereas he bad betcm 
altedged, that it feU upon his ShopidcT. If the Reader con^wet 
jfrriaa's whole Account of thif Siege, with CMttMi, be will ca% 
perceive which is the moil probaUe. 
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LEXANDEK continued his Journey 
into ^gypt, as he had firfl propofed, 
and on the feventh Day after his De- 
parture from Gaza, arrived at Pelu- 
i fium. His Navy, which had iail'd 
fit)m Pbainicia, he found there, in the 
Hayen. In the mean while, Mazaces the Per/tan^ 
■whom Darius had appointed Governor of .S^yft, 
being afTured of the fad Defeat at IJfus^ and olDa- 
rius's Flight j as alio that Pbcemcia, and Syria^ and 
a great Part of Arabia, had already fobmitted to 
the Conqueror ; as he had no -Army to defend 
himfelf, order'd that Alexander Ihoold be friendly 
received into the ' Cities of that Province. Having 

* Cttrtim tells us, MaxAcei there, deliver'd to Alexandtr Eight hun- 
dred Talent; of SUvCTi and all the Royal Funiituie, lii.iv. i»f-7-*- 
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therefore placed a Garrifbn in Pelufium, and ordered 
his Ships to fail up the River NihiSj he fet out for 
Heliopolis^ having the River on his Right Hand; 
and, receiving as many Towns, as lay in his Way, 
into his ProteAion, he pals'd thro* the Dclarts to 
Heliopolis ; and then, crofEng the River, came to 
Memphis^ where he offered Sacrifices to the Gods, but 
cfpecially to jipis : and exhibited Gymnick and Mu- 
fical Sports, at which all the moft excellent Com- 
batants of Greece were prefent From Memphis^ he 
faird down the River, to the Sea, where he ordered 
his Targeteers, and Archers, and Agrians^ befides 
his Royal Cohort of Horfe, on board his Ships; 
and when he had palsM by the City Canopusj and 
lail'd round the Lake Marias^ he pitched upon the 
Place where ^ Akxa$$dria now ftands ; and that Si- 
tuation feeming to him very convenient for a City, 
he even then prelaged, that it would become rich 
and populous. Being therefore fired with the 
Thoughts of this Undertaking, he laid the Foun- 



* Plutarch and Atrian acquaint us, th^ Mexandtr caufed the 
Foundations of this City to be laid, before his Expedition to the 
Temple of Hammtm. hiodort$Si Curtit^y and Jt^n mention it as 
done after his'Return from thence. The Reader may take which 
Opinion he pleafes. However, I cannot forbear mentioning a re- 
markable Difference between Curfluy and Tlutarcb. Curtius tcUs us, 
Ub, iv. c»p, 8. I. ^ That AlexdfUler, at hisI|Letum ftom Hdtmmoii^s 
" Temple, vicwiag the Ifland Pharos, admir^ jthe Plea^itneis there- 
" of, and rcfblved to build a City in it; but^ up<Ki fecond Thoughts, 
** he found it not large enough to contain one anfwerablc to the 
•* Greatnefi of its Founder j whereupon he mark'd out a Place for a 

" City, where jSlmipandria now flands, c^f.'* On thtf contrary, 

Plutarch^ in Vita jilex. f. i6, aflures us, " Thdt Alexaiukr refblved 
«* to build a laree City inJE^yft, and to give it his own Name; in 
•* order to which, after he had meafured and flaked out the Ground, 
'* he chanced, one Night, to fee a ilrange Vifion : A grey-headed oU 
Man, of a veneraUe Afpe<f^, (Homer) feem'd to fhnd by him j aad- 
commanded him to build the City he had intended, in the Ifland 
" P^/»rw/'— So that here is a majiifeft claftiing bet we e n tbcfc two 
Authors; which I fhalileaveto theCriticks to reconcile, at their Lei* 
fure. Both of them, it is certain, cannot be in the right; tho'it is 
not impofTible but both may be in the wrong. 

dations 



AL£3^ano£|lV Expedition. 1^5 

datidns of a Cicy^ pointed out the Place vAiatt the 
Fony«i Ihoakl be buUti gave Orders where the 
Tempks flioiild be rear d, and how many^ as aUb 
which ihould be dedicated to the Gods of Greece^ 
and which tb the Jig^tian Ifis i and laftly^ Ihew'd 
what ihould be the Circuk of the Walls : and when 
he had confulted the Gods up<m this Subjed, by 
Sacnfices, the Qmeos prqnuied Suocds. 
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THERE is a Story told concerning this, which 
&em$i not improbable, (w^.) Th^t when 
Alexander hdA a mind to mark out the Ground for 
the Walls, and had nothiqg ready, fit lor that Pur* 
pofe, one of his Workm^ advifed him to gather in 
all the ' Meal, which hiSi^oldiers had in their Stores, 
and flrow it> ypon the Ground, where the Foun- 
iiations of the Walk ihould be drawn. His Sooth- 
iaycrs, and particularly Arifiandet the ielmjfean^ 



' MMtrcillhmSi Ub>, xxii. cAf. 40. tells us, th^defign'd to have 
xnark'd out the Foundations of the Walls with Chalk, but having 
none among them, they were forced to make uie of Meali or Flower, 
mSboA diereof I The iiUne lays FUasrek, and Strata, However, Gmt- 
/M»» inoppoiition to every body clfe, muft make a Miracle ot it$ and 
a mighty one it is. He adds, <' That'tisaCufbm of t}^ }dacedad' 
« ans9 toQxQvr die Foundations ot the Walls of a new City with ^* 
^ den Barley, U^. iv. c^f, 8. 6. «-— No Author, befides kmfilf, ever 
snentionsany&chCuftomi*^'^ which, yfheaAhxAnderfOLSatm'dt 
** certain Birds came and devoured it.<— Tms, all deeming a bad Omeq, 
** the Pridby— ftutarch £iys, Jriftander, — tdok'd upon it as a good 
<* one,***— -If it was true, 1 cannot think there was anything extra* 
ordinary in it at aU. -The Place they had mark'd out, was between a 
huge Lake, and the Sea> and wheth^. Meal or Mden Barley was 
ftrow'd, it is no wonder that vaft Numbers of Birds ihould flock to 
a Place, where they perceived fuch Plenty of V iauals. 
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*who had already given Him many true Fredt&ion$, 
viewing tliis, is laid to have prophefied. That it would 
be blefs d with Plenty of all Things neceflkfy for Life, 
but efpecially the Fruits of the Earth. About this 
Time, arrived JEgelocbus in ^gypt^ with Ibme Ships 
under his Command, who acquainted ^^^iV^^dl^r, 
that the Inhabitants of the Ifland Sinedos had re- 
volted to him, from xhePerfians^ with whom they 
had unwillingly enter'd into a Confederacy ; as alio, 
that the Inl^pitants of Qfios had withdrawn them- 
felves into the City, for Saifety, becauie of the Ty* 
ranny of thofe whom Pbarnabazus and Aatopbradafes 
had appointed to govern thfm ^ that Pbamabajz^us 
himfelf was ieiz'd in that' City, and committed into 
Cuftody, . and. with him, Ariftonicus^ Governor of 
Metbymna^ who, coming into the Port, with five Pi-* 
ratical Veflel^ and not knowing it was in the Citizens 
Hands, bat imagining thiit the Fleet, let to guard 
the Entrance thereol^ ^Itmg'd to Pbarnabazus^ 
the Ships wfere all ieiz'd, ^nd the Fyrates put to 
Beath , thai he had brc^ght to hhn the ikid Ari* 
fipnicusj with Apottonides- mt Cbian^ '• and* Pbifinus^ 
^nd Megareas^ chief Authors and Encouragers of 
the Revok to the Perfims^ ^nd who, till tl»t.Time, 
had ufiirp'dan arbitrary Sovereignty over, the whole 
Ifland : that Mftylene^ which Chares had feiz'd into 
his Hands, was recovered ^ and that all the reft of 
the Towns of the Ifland Leshos had voluntarily 
jurrender'd to him ; that Ampboterus^ with 4 Fleet 
of Sixty Ships, had been fent into the Ifland Coos^ 
zt the Requeft of the Inhabitants, and that he, 
failing that Way, and underflianding that the Ifland 
was poflefs'd by Ampboterus^ had received the Cap- 
tives on board, and convey 'd them all thither, ex^ 
cept ^ Pbarnabazus^ who had deceived his Keepers, 



^ Cartius quite iorgets this Circumfhnce of IhartMbaxMs decdr- 
sng his KeeperS) and nuking his Efcape. 

and 
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ind made his £{cape out of the City. Jkxandfir 
ordered thoie arbitrary Governors oi Cities to be 
delivered into the Hands of the Citizens, over whom 
they had t]n*annized, to be uied at their Diicre- 
tion; only ApoUonides the C3)ian^ and his Compa- 
nions, were conveyM, under a ftrift Guard, to 
Elepbantines^ a City of JBgypt. 

C H A p. m. 

f 

ABOUT this Time, Alexander had an Ambi- 
tion of vifiting the Temple ot Jupiter ' Ham* 
tnon in Lyhia^ and of confulting his Oracle, (which 
was la'd to foretel Events, with an Exadtnefi beyond 
all others) becaufe Per feus and Hercules had, afore- 
time, conllilted that God, the firft, when he was 
difpatch'd by Polyde^es againft the Gorgons^ the 
latter, when he travellM into Lyhia againft Antceus^ 
and into JEgyp. againft Bufiris ; for as Alexander 
deduced his Pedigree from both of them, he was 
ambitious of arriving at a Pitch of Glory, equal to 
feither of them ; for he boafted of his Rife from 
Hammon^ the Lyhian Jove^ as Per feus and Hercules 
are faid to have boafted or theirs, from the Grecian 
y€n)e. He therefore undertook this Expedition to 
f he Oracle, ^ that he might be certified of the Suc^ 

cefi 



■ Some Authors derive the Name of Hammen from dfJLfJL®'^ 
which fienifies Sarul, the Temple of that God being fcated in aland}F 
i>e(art5 out ^otliers, with much more Probability, derive it from 
Cham, or Ham, the fecond Son of Noah, who, with his Pofterity, 
fettling in thofc Parts, was, in procefi of Time, woVihippcd as 9 
God. Curtitis mentions no Reaibn which induced Alexander to viiit 
this Temple, befideshis own Ambition. 

* idaximus Tyrim, Orat. %f. acquaints us, that jilexamler ask'd the 
Omcle no Queftioasi exc^t about the Heads of the River J^(i/e• 

However 
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cds of his future UndertakingSy or at leaft that he 
might boaft of hdng ib. He travelled at firft, faya 
jiftftobulusj along tl^ Sea-fh<^e, to Paratoniusy thro* 
a Country altogether wafte, but not ill watered, the 
Space of ^ One thoufand and fix hundred Stadia, 
and thence took hi&Courfe into the Midland Cowh 
try, where fiands the Temple of Hamnumj famous 
for Oracles. The Road is deiart throughout, and, 
in moft Parts, not only cover'd with a deep Sand, 
but deftitute of Water. But a plentiful Shower, 
£dling from Heaven, as he was travelling, was 
aicribed to a divine Power, as was alfb this. As 
often as the South Wind blows there, it overwhelms 
the whole Country, with huge Quantities of Sand, 
So that all the Marks of former Paths are cover'd, 
and the Traveller is as much at a Lofs whither to 
direA his Courfe, amidft thefe Sands, as if he were 
at Sea ^ for no Marks, or Signs of a Road, then ap- 
pear, not a Mountain, nor a Tree, nor fo much as 
a Hillock, from whence Paflengers^ might difcover 
their right Path, as Seamen do theirs, from the 
Stars. yilexandersAxtny wander*d out of the Way, 
in thofe Defarts, and even their Guides were uncer- 
tain how to give Dire&ions. Ptokmey the Son of 
Laffis reports, that two Dragons, at that Time, 
pau d along before the Army, with a great Noife, 



4 

However that was, fie certainly wrote to his Mother Olymfias after" 
wards, that he was perfiiaded he had found them out* SceArrumt 
Ub, vi. f/»t>. 1 . 

3 Strabo ^SxLTCs us, that from Pardtomns to the Temple of Hiiw- 
jncn, is One thousand and three hundred Stadia:-* So that &om the 
Lake Marias, or the prefent Alexandria, to the Temple of 1£imo;mw, 
by Way of Pardtmms, is Two thousand and nine hundred Stadia, or 
Three hundred and fixty-two Englijh Miles. FUfijf reckons it twelve 
Days Journey from Memphis to Hammonds Temple. DiodaruSf /f^. xviL 
f. fi6, fij, aflures us, that Alexander travelled along the Deiarts 
eight Days, the firft four of which, he m^de ule of Water, which 
they carried upon the Backs of Camels^ afterwards, he and his 
Train were rmefhed with Showers from the Qouds» and laftly» 
they were coadtt&ed to the Templc» by Ravens; 
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mA that Alexander orderM his Captain^ to rely on 
the Prodigy, and follow them : He alu> adds, that 
they conduced them iafe to the Seat of the Oracle, 
and convey'd them back again. But Atifiobutus^ 
Cand even common Fame) relates the Matter other* 
wife, fvizj That two ^ Ravens flew be&re die 
Army^ and were their Cuides iii that Expedition* 
I am fully periuaded, that Alexander was condaAed 
by ibme divine Power, as appears by all Relators; 
but the Diverfity of Opinions, among Authors, has 
obfcured the Truth of this Story. 

C H A P. IV. 

THE whole Region round the Temple of 
Hammon^ is no other than a huge thirfly 
Wafte, or wide-extended Delart; near the Middle 
Part, or Center whereof, is a Space included in 
finall Bounds, (for where it is tnroadeft, it fcarce 
exceeds forty Furlongs) curioufly planted with 
Olive-Trees, and Palm-Trees, and water'd with 
Dews, which fall no where elie in all that Country. 



* Jirrtoffs doubt of the Truth of either ok thcfe two pretended 
Prodigies, appears by his citing both, and afterwards leaving the 
Matter in Su»pence. Curtius is not ib iqueamiih, but declares, point 
blank, for the lattery only to (hew he is no Ni^ard, in what cofts him 
nothing, inftead of two Crows, or Ravens, m their Guides, as other 
Authors have it, he has generoufly beftow'd a whole Flight upon 
th^m, /i^.iv. €tif, 7. 15*. and befides, his Crows were fb very com- 
plaifint, as firft to fly to meet them, then to fly before the firfl Rsnks» 
to fhcw them the Way, and fbmetimes to alight on the Ground.— -^ 
No doubt the poor Birds were glad to walk a little way on Foot, now 
and then, to calc their Wings.—- And fo they feem'd to guide them, 
till they arrived at the Temple.— What Reader fbever does not 
rdiihthis, ought not to have true Hiflory thrown away upon him. 

A 
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A Fountaia alio has its Rife here, different in its 
Nature and 'Properties from ail the Fountains upon 
Earth : For at Mid-day, it is cool to the Tafte, but 
to the Touch inteniely cold ;. towards £vening, it 
begins to be warm, which Warmth increaieth, by 
degrees, firom thence^ till Midnight; after Mid- 
night, it waxes cool, by little and little ^ in the 
Morning it is .chilly, at Noon exceiKve cold ; and 
]( receives all thefe various Alterations* regularly 
evety Day. This Country naturally produces a 
kind of loflile Salt, which, being put into little 
Boxes of Palm-Tree, fbme of the Priefts of Ham^ 
tnon carry into ^gypt^ and bellow on the King, or 
&me Great Men, as a Frefent It is dug out of 
the Earth, in large oblong Pieces, ( fbme above 
three Fingers in Length) traniparent like CryftaL 
This kind of Salt, the ^JEgyptianSy and other Na- 
tions, who are curious in their Worftiip, ufe in 
dielr Sacrifkes, it being much purer than that pro- 
duced from Searwater. Akmtider^ bjsing furprized 
at the Nature of the Place, cbnfulted the ' c5racle, 

and 
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' As foon as Curtim*s Crows had perfbrm'd the Office oi y^ve's 
Gentlemoi-Ufher^, by condui^mg Mexundfr and his Attendaats to 
the Temple, that Authorproceeds tp give usa romai^tick Account ot 
the deUght^ Situation ofthe Place : uien he goes on to the Geogra- 
phical Part, and points out to U3 the Situation of the Countries round 
it : In all which, I may fafely affirm, there is fcarce one jufl Sentence, 
nor one true Word. But the Errors in that Place, being expofed in 
the Criticifin prefixed to this Work, I (hajl pafs them by hat. His 
Defcription or the Fountain of the Sun^ differs not much from Jlr- 
rian*s. He then paiies on to defcribe the Image pf j^piter, or ra« 
ther, the Figure which was worfhipped as a God, wherein, tho* he 
differs from mod Authors, he has powerful Advocates $ and the Rea- 
ion of the Difference ieems to be, becaufe he means one thing, and 
they another, and his. Readers have not underftood him. His next 
IVork is to tell us, that the elded Prieft met Mexmder^ and filuted 
him with the Title of Son, affirming, that Jove his (jSliXMuUr*s) 
Father, had given fuch Orders. Now Tlutarcbt Vit. Jilex. f. i8, 
H, Steph, fays, it was the Opinion of fbme Authors, that this was 
no more than a Blunder of the Priefl, who, not underfl^nding KSrak^ 
Jaiatedjilexaruler with Faidhs, m&eaAQl ^aidm: }AowFauB(nh (^ 

pcrhaj^ 
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and having received an acceptable Anfwer, (as 
himfelf told the Story) returned to JEgypt, the 
iame Way he went, as Ariflohulus has it 5 but, ac* 
cording to Ptolomey^ a much nearer^ leading to 
Memphis* 



perhaps thePrieft ddign'd it) fignifies 7^ Son^ but Fat Dies, in two 
Words, as Alexander divided iti figaifics Son of Jupiter, However, 
after ail, I am of their Opinion, who think that Alexander play'd the 
fame Prank with i2«;m;M» here, as his 'Father Fhilipi^did vfith Apollo 
at Delphosy which made Dtmoflhenes cry oat, that AfoUo Philippiz'J, 
that is, fpoke what Philip had order'd him : So here, I iancy, Aitxaiukr 
had corrupted yupiter's Priefts, and iiich Anfwers were at his Ser- 
vice, as they knew would pleafe him beft } an Inftance of which, we 
may fbon perceive j for Ci#r?i«j proceeds to tell us, liSAv. cap,'/,i6, 
that Alexander's firft (^eftion to his Father Jupiter was. Whether he 
luul deftin'd him to be Emperor of the whole World ? The Prieft, 
in Jupiter's Name, replied. That all the World (hould acknowledge 
him their Emperor.—— This, with all due SubmifTion to Jupiter^ 
and his Prieft, was falfej for he never conquer'd all >ir4^M, nor half 
JnMay nor a Quarter of Seythtay nor a tenth Part of ^/rir«, nor a hun- 
dred Part or Europe, He had Wt jud; heard of the Romans in- 
creating Power, and begun to have an itching tor a Tryal of Skfll 
vrixh them ; and JJvjf feems to be of Opinion, they would have beat 
him. However, his Death decided the Controverfy, without Blows. 
m ■ The fecond QuefHon which Curtius acouaints us, he ask'd, was. 
Whether sdl his Father's Aiirderers had 'fuficr'd Puniihment ? To 
which ( after a few trifling Hefitations of the Prieft, between his Fa- 
ther Hammony and his Father Philip^ he received an Anfwer in the- 
Affirmative.-—— This was as great aFal£ty as the others for bciides 
ullexander himielf, and his Mother Ol^mfias, who were ilrongly iiiP 
ped^ed, Alexander Lynceftes was then alive, whom all knew to have 
been guilty, and all Authors agree in it. The King had him in Cuflo- 
dy, at that Time, but was not willing, perhaps, to lay that to his 
Charge, whenever he (hould think fit to take him off. But, after all, 
perhaps both theie Queflions may be of Curtius's own Contrivance, 
or of the Authors from whom he copied, or, which is more likely than 
either, of the flattering Greeks in Alexander's Train. Of this Opinion 
is Straboy who acquaints u^ lib. xvii. />. 1 168. that none but the King 
was fufFered to enter the Temple, in his own Robes, and that none 
bdides the King was allowed to approach the Oracle, who ufually 
gave Re^onies by Nods and Signs. Arrian gives us no Account 
ivhat Queflions he ask'd, nor what Anfwers he received ; probably 
becaufclie much doubted the Truth of them, and knew them to be 
liable to numberlefs Exceptions. . ^ 
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CHAP. V. 

WHEN he was arrived at Msmpbis^ he re- 
ceived fundry Embaffies from Greece^ and 
difinifs'd none of them, without granting their Re- 
quefts. A Body of Four hundred new-rais*d mer- 
cenary Troops was alfb lent thither, from Greece^ by 
Antipater^ under the Command of Menetas the Son of 
Hegefander j befides another of Five hundred Horfe, 
from ^brace^ under the Command of yifclepiodorus 
the Son of Eunicus. At this Place, he facrificed to 
Jupiter^ walked in martial Pomp, at the Head of 
his Army, and exhibited Gmnick and Mufical Sports. 
Afterwards, relblving to wttle the Af&irs of ^gypt^ 
he appointed Two of their own Nation their Pre- 
fidents, ("Viz J ' Dohafpis^ and Petifis^ between 
whom he divided the whole Country ^ but Petijts 
declining his Charge, the whole devolved upon D(h 
loafpis. The Governments of particular Garrifbns 
he beftowed on his Friends: That o£ Memphis ^ upon 
Pantaleon the Pydnaan^ Pelufium^ upon Polemm 
the Son of Megacks the Pellaan. The Command 



' The ridiculous Account of the Situation of Memnm^s Palace, is 
iiifficicntly exjpoied by M. Le Clerc, in the Criticifin prefixed to this 
Work. I (haU now only add, that Curtim has oontraded the Con- 
tents of this Chapter into the Compais of a Nut-(hell, infbmuch that I 
can bring the whole into one (hort Note. *^ The King, fays he, Ub, vr. 
'< cap.S,/^, made two Governors of ^m^ JEfchylusy zBJjoSany and 
*' Tmcefiasy a MActdoman^ He left Foymenes to defend the Mouths 
" ot the River NiU, ^ving to the firft Four thouiand Men, and to 
** the latter Thirty Ships " — This is abridging with a Vengeance: 
Who, by reading his Account, would not immediately conclude, 
that all the AfiBurs of JE^t had been committed to thefe Men? 
Jtrrtan has given usaclear anddiftindi Account thereof, aodhenesds 
only be read, to ihew ug the Defi:^ of the other. 

of 
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of the foreign Troops he gave to Lycidas the ^V^h 
The Secretaryflilp of the fame, to Eugnoftus 
the 1Son of Xenofbantus^ one of his Friends ; and 
over thcfe, he placed Js/cbylus^ and Epbippus the 
Qfalcedonian. The Government of the hither Ly« 
iia^ he conferred on ApoUmius the Son of Carinus. 
That Part of Arabia^ adjacent to Heroopolis^ on 
Oecmenes the Naucratian^ with Orders that the 
chief Men of his Province fhould live according to 
their antient Laws, and enjoy their Liberties, and 
he fhould only take care to colled: the Tribute 
which Alexander commanded them to pay into his 
Hands. The Forces which he left behind him in 
JEgypK were under the Command of Peuceftas the 
Son ot Marcatatus^ and Balacrus the Son of Amyn" 
tas. The Fleet under Polemon the Son of fbera^ 
menes : And, in the room of Balacrus^ who was 
one of his Body-Guards, he nominated Leonnatus 
the Son of Onafus ; for Arrybas was already dead, 
as was alfb Antiocbusy Captain of the Archers, who 
was fucceeded by Ombrion the Cretan. Calanus was 
appointed Captain of the Companies of Foot, (which 
were left in JEgyptJ inflead of Balacrus. Alexander 
is faid to have divided the Country into fb many 
Governments, becaufe, confidering the Nature of 
the Inhabitants, and the Strength of the fortified 
Towns, he thought it unfafe to commit the Go- 
vernment thereof to any fingie Perfbn. And in this 
particular piece of Policy, the Romans feem to 
have copied after him, who would allow no Senator, 
but one of the Equdirian Order, to be fent Pro- 
conful into JBgypt. 
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I 

♦ 

IN the Beginning of the Spring, Alexander fee 
out on his March for Pbcsnicia^ and having laid 
Bridges over the Nilus^ and all its Trenches, near 
Memphis^ he came to Tyr^, where, he met his Fleet^ 
and again facrificed to Hercules^ exhibiting the ufual 
Sports. At this Place, arrived a Ship from Atbensy 
with ' Diopbantus and AcbiUes their Embaflador^ 
pnd all the Inhabitants of that Coaft join'd in their 
Requeft: Alexander granted them their Defire% 
and thereupon, order'd all the Atbenian Citizens, who 
Were taken Prifbners at the Battle of Granicus^ to 
be fet at Liberty. And hearing that fbme Com- 
motions were rifen in Peloponnefus^ he diipatch'd 
Ampboterus thither, to affift thofe. in that Country, 
who, throughout the whole Perfian War, had op- 
pofed the Lacedemonians ^ Having therefore ordered 
the Pbosnicians^ and Cyprians^ to fit out a Hundred 
Ships more, befides thofe defign'd for Ampboterus^ 
and the Peloponnefians 3 he himfelf marched into 
the Inland Parts, to S'bapfacuSy and the River 
Euphrates, having tieputed Caeranus the Berraan to 
gather the Tributes in Pbcsnicia, and Pbiloxenus in 
Afia^ on this Side the Mountain Taurus 5 but the 
Money he had in his own Cuflody, he committed 
to the Charge of Harpalus the Son of. Macbatax, 
who was newly returned from Exile, and now fup- 



* Curtifts joins this Embafly- of the jithemans^ with thofe of the 
Grecians^ as tho' they had happcn*d at the lame Time and Place, 
lib.'w. cap, 8. .whereas the contrary appears from jirrian; for the 
Grecian Embafladors came to him at Memfhh, but thole from the 
Aithtniansi met him at his Return to Tyrt, 

ply'd 

t 
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jiiyM their Places. This Harpalus, for his Fideh'ty 
to Akxandet^ while Philip yet poffels'd the Throne^ 
was forced to ^^it Macedonia^ as alfo did Ptolemey 
the Son of* Lagus^ and Nearchus the Son of Andro- 
tinus^ and JSrigyius the Son of Laricbus^ and his 
Brother Laomedon^ all at the fame Time, and for 
the feme Caufe. For Alexander begun to fall under 
the Sulpicion of his Father Philip^ after he had di- 
vorced his Mother Olympias^ and taken Eurydice 
to Wife. But after Philip's Death, when they, who 
fled, for Alexanders lake, returned, he promoted 
Ptolemey to be one of his. Body Guards; to Har^ 
palusy being unable to endure the Fatigues of War, 
he committed the Charge of his Treafure ; Erigyius 
was made. Captain of the Royal Cohort of Horfe; 
and his Brother LaomedoHj becaufe he was skill'd in 
two Languages, was appointed to prefide over the 
Barbarian Captives ; Nearchus was conftituted Go-> 
Vemot! of Lycia^ and all the adjaccfnt 'Countries, as 
far as Mount Taurus. However, a little while before 
the Battle of Iffusj Harpalus was deluded by one 
^aurifcus^ a wicked Man^ and fled away with him : 
This ^aurifcus palling over into Italy to Alexander 
tSAng o£ Epirus^ there ended his Life. But Harpalus ^ 
Ivhen he got to Megara^ being perfuaded by Alex- 
ander to return, on a Promife that his Flight fliould 
not be to his Prejudice, returned, and was not only 
teceived into Favour^ but again preferred to be 
Keeper of his Treaiures. Menander^ one of his 
Friends, was appointed Governor of Lydia^ and 
Clearchus fucceeded him, in the Command of the 
foreign Troops. Inftead of Arimmas^ Afclepiodorus 
the Son of Eunicus was made Governor of Syria^ 
becaufe Atimmas^ in making Preparations for the 
Army, which accompanied him to the Baftward^ 
leem'd to aim at Sovereignty- 
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CHAP- VIL 

IN the Month Ecatomhaion^ Ariftopbanes being 
Archon at Athens ^ Alexander came to the City 
' S'bapfacusy where he found a broken Bridge, and 
JMazaus^ to whom Darius had committed the Care 
of this Pafs, with Three thoufand Horfe, Two 
thoufand whereof were Greek Mercenaries, lay ready 
to difpute his FafTage: And as one continued Bridge 
did not extend to the further Bank, the Macedo^ 
nians^ at firft, were afraid left Mazxus^% Soldiers, 
on the other Side, fliould repair it, and attack 
them. But Maz<ieusno fooner received Intelligence 
of Alexanders Approach, than he abandonM the 
place, and di^w off all his Forces. After hisFligh^ 



' Here are two or three Errors in Curtius toge^cii (or, fiHI; 
he tells us, //<^.iv. cap, 9. 7. « thait Satropates was.5nt before, witha 
** Thoufand choice Horfe, and afterwards Idazuuts, with Six thodand 
•* more, to hinder Alexander from pafTing the Euphrates, Then he adds, 
** that Alexander i having laid a Bridge over the River> c^r."^— As td 
the firfl Point, who this Satropates v/as, is not known, no mention 
being made of him elfewhere. Frein/hemius thinks, it may be only 
a Corruption of Atropates, and that this may be the (kme Ferfbn, 
whom Strabos saadArrian make Governor of Media i but here he is 
overfeen 5 for Curtius kills his Satropates, towards the Concloiion of 
the very fame Chapter, and Arrian's Atropates made Alexander a 
Prefent of an Hundred Women, attired like Amatms, at his Return 

to JEebatana, after his Indian Expedition See Arrian, lik. vii. cap, 1 2 . 

No Man can be reasonably faid to be alive, fb loi^ after he is really 
dead. Secondly, that Maz^Aus had Six thoufand Horfe, Arrian denies, 
and allows but Three thoufand in all; Two thoufand ot whom, Were 
Grnk Mercenaries. Thirdly, Alexander did not lay a Bridge over 
the River: There had been a Bridge always there, and there was one 
then, but it was broke.— Perhaps MazAUs broke it, when he refolv'd 
to abandon the Pafs : -— • So that Alexander had it but to repair. 
Curtius is not fb kind, as to ac(}uaint us, where Alexander pa&d the 
JSuphratis, Arrian afliires us, it was at Thapfacus. 

AkXM^ 
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Alexander y havirig f epair'd the Bridge, pafs'd over, 
with his whole Army. Thence, he march'd into 
the Country caird Mefopotamia^ having the River 
Euphrates J and the Mountains of Armenia^ on his 
left Hand : From Euphrates^ he took his Way to- 
wards Babylon^ but not by the dired Road, becaufe 
another, was not only more convenient for the 
drawing up his Army, but afforded greater Plenty 
of * Forage, and all other Neceflaries ; and beiides^ 
rfie Heats were not ib excefEve^ in the Countries 
thfO' which he was to pafs. Whilft he was upon 
this £:£pedition, fbme of Darius's Spies, wandering 
far from his Camp, were taken, who gave him In^ 
telligence, that Darius had encamp'd on the Banks 
of Tyg^fs^ and was refolved to obftruA his Pailage 
over that River ^ as alfb, that he had a more tiu* 
merous Army than that wherewith he fought in 
Cilicia. Alexander hearing this, immediately di- 
reded his Face thither; but when he arrived at 
the Place, he neither found Darius himfelf, nor 
any Garrifbn left behind him ; wherefore, he paisM 
the 5 River, with Difficulty enough, by reafon of 
the Rapidity of the Stream, tho' there was no 
Enemy to interrupt him. There, he refted a while, 
with his Army. At this Time, happened a great 
£clipfe of the Moon ; whereupon Alexander offer'd 
Sacrifices to the Moon5 the Sun^ and the Earth, 
by which, Eclipfes are faid to be caufed ^ and was 
aflured by Ariftander^ that this Eclipie of the Moon, 
portended Happinefs and Succeft to him, and his 



* Curtius tells us, li^. iv. cap. p. that MazAus had fet all the Coun- 
try on fire j and that, perhaps, may be one Reafon why Mexandif 
took this round-about Way. 

5 We have a long Story in Curtius, about his paffmg this River, 
tho' the whole is nothing to purpofej for he concludes, by laying, 
** He loft not a Man in pafling it, and only fome Baggage,*' lib, iv, 
caf. 9. 21, Afterwards, he gives us a falfe and incoherent Defcrip- 
tion of an Eclipfe of the Moon, which has been taken notice of* 
and examined, in the Criticiim prefixed to^his Work- 
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Macedonians ; that a Battle would be fought in that 
very Month, and that the Intrals promiied him 
the Vid:ory. Having therefore decamp'd fronr 
thence, he led his Forces thro* Affyria^ having on 
his Left Hand the ^ Sogdioi^ Mountains, and the 
River ^ygris on his Rights and on the fourth Day 
after, he was inform'd, by ibme of his Spies, that 
fbme Troops of the Enemies Horfe appeared in the 
Fields, but they were not able to diicover their 
Number. With a choice Army, therefore, he pro- 
ceeded to give them Battle, but was ibon met by 
other Spies, who had gone fiirther in their Search, 
and brought bim a more certain Account, and they 
affured him, that the whole Number of the En^ 
mies Horfe, then in Sight, was not above One 
thottfand. 



CHAP. VIIL 

« 

ALEXANDER hearing this, immediatery 
march'd forwards, taking with him his Royal 
G)hort, and another, catlM the Auxiliaries, with 
the PoBonians for the forlorn Hope^ the reft of his 
Army having Orders to march a flow Pace after. 
The Perfian Horfe, perceiving their Enemies rufli 



^ Curtius calls thefe, the GordyAan Mountains ; which mud be fallen 
for none, bciides himfelf, ever placed them nigh jArbtU ,• and his 
Authority, efpecially in Geography, will never go down, without 
chewing, the Mountains, which Ttolemey and Strabo call by that 
Name, belong to Armenia^ and, 2s Alexander's Soldiers wcrcpafling 
along the Tygrisy muft have been behind their Backs, u^riany who 
calls them the Sogdian Mountains, muft alio be miftaken ; for the 
Country of Sogdia was at too great a Dilhncc. Sec TeUin's Notes 
on Cunjusi lib, iv, caf, 40. 

io 
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in among them, betook themfelves to Flight, but 
Alexander purfued them ; and thole, whole Horfes 
failed them, were ' flain ; the reft efcaped, tho' fome, 
with their Horfes, were taken Prilbners : From thofe^ 
he had Intelligence, that Darius^ at the Head of a 
huge Army, was not far off : For the Indians adja- 
cent to BaStria^ as alio the BaSlrians^ and SogdianSj 
all under the Command of Bejfus, Governor of 
Ba£lria^ had come to his Aid : The Sacce alio, a 
Colony of the Scythians^ inhabiting Afia^ had join'd 
him s theft were not fubjeft to Bejfus^ but in Con- 
federacy with Darius : the Captain of thofe, was 
Mahaces^ and they were all Equeftrlan Archers. 
* Barfaetes Governor of the Aracboti^ brought thi- 
ther his Aracbotiy and Indian Mountaineers. Satibarr 
zanes Governor of the Arii^ arrived with his Arians. 
Pbratapbernes with his PartbianSy Hyrcanians^ and 
^opireansy all Horfe. Atropates led thither the 
Medesj with whom were joinM the Cadufians^ Alba* 
niansj and SaceJ/itta. ^ Orontobates^ Ariobarzanes^ 
and OrxincSy came with Succours from the Countries 
near the Red Sea. The Uxians^ and Sufians were 
led thither by Oxatbres the Son of Abulitus ; the 
Babylonians by Bupares. The Carians^ who had been 
driven from their Country, and the Sitacini^ were 
join'd with the Babylonians. Orontes and Mitbraufies 

' As CtirtiHs has given us a General, whom none mentions, be- 
fides himfelF; fb he takes care not to let him lie too long upon our 
Hands} for he aflurcs us, lib, i\r. cap. 9. if. " that he was thruft 
'* thro* the Throat, by jirijion Captain of the Poeomans, who cut off 
•' his Head, and laid it at Alexander's Feet/*— This may be true, but 
it looks much like Romance, 

* This Barfaetes is afterwards call'd Barzaentes, and once or twice 
Braz,asi which Jaft is a vafl: Corruption : The fbcond is the truQ 
Reading. * 

* He is caird Orobates by Curtius, lib, iv. cap, 11, 8. who adds, 
Alu Rentes ne fccUs tjtddem fatis not a fequebantur* Thefb mud be 
flrange Nations indeed, whom their next Neighbours did not know. 
If their Neighbours did not, who Ihould ? But, perhaps, they were 
Nations of Curtius's own hatching -y and if £>, it is a mighty Queltion, 
whether they knew them&lvcs* 

L 3 beaded 
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headed the Armenians : Ariaces the Cappadocians. 
The Calofyrians^ and Inhabitants between the two 
Rivek's, were conduced thither by Mazceus. Da^ 
rius^s whole Army was faid to confift of ^ Forty 
thoufand Horfe ; a Million of Foot ; Two hundred 
hook'd Chariots, and about Fifteen Flephants, 
which arrived from the Parts beyond the River 
Indus. With-thcfe Forces, Darius encamp'd at 
Gaugamela^ upon the Banks of the River Bumadus^ 
about Six hundred Stadia diftant from Arbela^ in 
a Country every where open and champain^ lor 
whatever Inequality was in the Surface of the Earth 
thereabouts, and whatever, it was deemM, could be 
any Impediment to the ^ arm'd Chariots, was all 



* Curtuif^ i|i giving us the Number of this Armv, diflfcrs ngt onlv 
from all other Authors, but manifcHly contradidls Aimfclf. He telfs 
us, it confided of Forty-five thoufand Horfe, and Two hundred 
thoufand Foot, Ub, iv. cfif, 12. 13. He had told us before, Uh, iv. 
rn^. 9.3. that this Army was more numerous, by almofl halt, than the 
former, which Darius had in Cilicia i and we may eafily gather, from 
lib, iii. cap. 2 that the Army in Cilicia confiiled or Sixty-one thoufand 
two hundred Horfc, and Two hundred and twenty thoufand Foot, be- 
lides Thirty thoufand Mercenaries j which is more, by almofl a third 
part, than the other. To remedy this remarkable Ablurdity, the Ge- 
nevaEdkiQTiy 161 8. has given us the Number, One hundred forty- 
five thoufand Horfe, and Srx hundred thoufand Foot^ but without any 
Authority. However, other Authors differ flrangely : Juftiny lib, xu 
cap, 12. reckons them a Hundred thoufand Horfe, and Four hundred 
thou^d Foot. Orofiusj lib.'m. 17. a Hundred thoufand Horfc, and 
Four hundred and four thoufand Foot. DioJorus, lib, xvii. 39. Scyj, 
Two hundred thoufand Horfe, and Eight hundred thoufand Foot. 
And Tlutarch, in his Life of Alexander y tells us, the Number of Horfc 
and Foot together, made up a Million. Thefe prodigious Differences, 
*tis impoHTible to reconcile. However, Diodorus, Flutarch, and Ar^ 
fiauy vary not much^ only I am apt to fiifpcdt Arrian's Ttl^pLifffutel^^ 
for Forty thoafand Horle is an inconfiderable Number, to a Millioai 
of FVot. 

^ burtitis has taken a great deal of Pains, to defoibc thcfc arm'd 
Chariots, which the Terjians uied in Battle, but to fo little purpofe, 
that the Author of the Delphini Notes, tells us plainly, he neither 
underflood the Authors he copied from, nor what himfclf wrote. 
Vide Kotas ad lib. iv. cap. 34. See more of this, in the Criticirm pre- 
fixed to this Work. 



entireJy 
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rely ^ leveird by the Perfians^ and made com- 

lious ^r them to wheel round upon. For Dar 
was perfuaded, by Ibme of his Followers, that 
Defeat at Iffus was chiefly occafion'd by the 

rownefs of the Place pf Encampment ^ and this 

^afily believed. 



CHAP, IX. 

[Then all thefc Things were told Alexan-^ 
y der^ by the Perfian Spies, which he had 
5n, he tarried four Days, in the very Place where 
leard the News, to give his Army tome Refreih- 
it, after the Fatigues of a long March. He 
1 furrounded his Camp with a Ditch, and Ram* 
c, refblving to leave there all the Baggage, as 
» the Soldiers, who were unfit for a prefent £n- 
ement j that he, with thofe who were ftout and 
rty, might rufli upon the Enemv, clogg'd with 
other Incumbrance, than that or their Armour, 
jring, therefore, drawn out his Forces, he begun 
March, about the fecond Watch of the Night, 
t he might be ready to attack the Perfians by 
ak of Day. As ibon as Darius was acquainted 
li yilesanders Approach, he inftantly let his 
ny in Battle- Arrays and ^exander did the fame. 



^i^^i* 



Dariust as CftrtiHs has told us, Ub, iv. caf,^, 10. had given Or- 
for the whole Field oF Battle to be levelled : but afterw^lfds, that 
lior feUs into a ftrange Eiror, by placing Mux^ms^ with a Party, 
1 a Hill, to difcover the ^nemies Motions, lib. iv. cap. ii, i8. 
then, hedys^ the MaceJonisns fciz'd it; but they could notper- 
y difcover the Numbers of the Perfians from thence, becaule of 
Mifls, which asofe among the Mountains.—* Sure he had loft 
Senfes in a Fog, or he would never have been guilty pf fuch 
lirdities. 
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on his part. Their Camps were then about Sixty 
Stadia diftant from each other, neither were they 
yet come within Sight of each other j for fbme fmali 
Hillocks, lying in the Middle, hinder^ them. But- 
when Alexander had advanced, with his Army, al-» 
jmoft Thirty Stadia, he arrived at thcfe Hillocks, 
where, having a full View of the Barbarians^ he 
ordered them to halt, and calling a Council, confift- 
ing of his Friends, and the Generals of his Forces, 
the Prefects of Troops, and the Captains of his 
Grecian^ and foreign Auxiliaries, he confulted with 
them, whether the Army Ihould immediately pro- 
ceed, from their prefent Station, and enter upon an 
Engagement, (which was the Opinion of the greateft 
part) or whether (as Parmenio better advifed) they 
Ihould, for a while, pitch their Tents there, and 
throughly furvey all the circumjacent Parts, to 
prevent Ambufcades, and fee if the Enemies Camp 
was ftrengthen'd by a Ditch, or if any ' Galtraps, 
or other Impediments, lay in their Way ; and laftly, 
that they Ihould more curioufly and diligently exa-* 
min the prefent Difpofition or the Enemies Army. 
This Advice of Parmenio prevailed, and they en- 
camped there, ready prepared for Battle. Then 
Alexander^ taking with him his Light Horfe, and 
t he Royal Cohort, viewed the whole Field, where 
the Battle was to be fought, with the utmoft Accu- 
racy ; and again calling, together the Captains of 
bis Forces, he told them, that they ought not to 
be ftirr'd up to warlike A&ions by any Speech of 
his^ for their' own antient and experienced Valour^ 



T 



* C«mi*i tdls US, lib. iv, cap, 15. 36. « that Alexander vns in- 
« form'd byaDcfertcr, ont Bion^ that Darius had placed lion Spikes 
" in his y ay, which would gore his Horfc, and gave him DiredHons 
« bow to avoid them." However that be, we read no more of 
them afterwards J fo that, if any fuch Things were there, they did 
neither .Good nor Harm. 

and 
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and the many gallant Atchievcments, they had €0 
citcn performed, was a fufficient Incitement tor them. 
He only requefted, that every Ane among them, on 
whom the Command of a Troop, Wing, Squadron^ 
or Phalanx was conferred, Ihoiild acquaint his VoU 
lowers, what glorious Rewards would attend that 
Day's Adtion ^ for they did not, then, fight fer (mall 
Provinces, ftch ^s Coflofyria^ nor Pbemicia^ nor 
jSigypt^ as they had done in former Battles; but 
for the Empire of all yljia : and that very Conflift 
would determine whofe the Dominion ihould be. 
He directed them, not to endeavour to excite thofe 
to Valour, by many Words, in whom true Valour 
was properly inherent ; only he warn'd them, to take 
the utmoft care to keep them in their Ranks, in 
Time of Aftion j and as Silence was fo neceflary, 
they Ihould ftridly obferve it; yet, neverthelefs, 
when Occafion offer'd, they might exalt their Voices, 
and that their Cries ihould be as loud and terrible 
as poffible. He order'd them, to tranlmit the In* 
ftru&ions, they had received, to their Followers, 
with all Expedition : And, laftly, that they ihould 
well weigh the Matter, and confider, that the whole 
Army may be endangered, by any one's Negleft ; 
as, on the other hand, it may be preferved, and 
become vidorious, by each Man's particular Courage 
and Magnanimity. 



fyn<^4vriiw*VKwS^ 



CHAP. X. 

WITH thcfe, and fuch like fliort Speeches, 
he animated his Captains, and received a 
Confirmation of their Courage ; €0 that, relying 
on their Valopr, he order'd them to be careful of 
their Troops, and let them take a little Reft.. Some 
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lay, that ' Parmemo came, afterwards, to his Pavi- 
Uon, and endeavoured to perfuade him to attack 
the Perfians by Nighty for that the Shock given 
in the Dark, and tailing upon the Enemy fiid* 
(ienly, and unexpe<%edly, would be much more 
terriole and deftrud:ive. To which Mexander is 
laid to have returned Anfwer, That a Viftory gain'd 
by Stealth, argued Bafenefs in the General y but 
it was the Bufinefs of Alexander to conquer fairly, 
and not by Fraud. And, furely, that Speedi la- 
v^ur'd not fo much of Arrogance in him, as of his 
conftant Fortitude in encountring Dangers: And 
I am of Opinion, that he a&ed the Fart of a con- 
fiimmate General, in that Affair ; for many ftrange 
and unaccountable Accidents happen by Night, as 
well to thofe who are prepared for Battle, as to 
thofe who are otherwife, which, oftentimes, bring 
Ruin to the flrongeft Party, and unexpeded Vidkory 
to the weakeft. Befides, the Night feem*d too dan- 
gerous a Time, tor Alexander to hazard his Army 
in ; and h^ was refol ved, if Darius received another 



' We have two florid Speeches in Curtius, upon this Account i 
the one, of Parmemo to jilexander-y the other, the King'^ Ai^fwer: 
Tarmemo tells him, libAV. cap. 13. 5". " That in the dark Night, the 
" grim and hairy Countenances of the Scythians, 2ad Bachians, would 
** not difcouragc their Men, nor the mighty Bulk of their Bodies, 

** make them afraid to encounter them." What monfhrous hairy 

Fellows mud thefe Scythians, and Banians be, that the little dapper 
Greeks and Macedonians ihould be afraid to face them ? The Antics 
were, generally, a little larger limb'd than the Europeans j and I have 
ibmetimes read of a Giant or two in a Battle; but never of a Regi- 
ment, or wJiole Squadron, together. Sure Farmenio was too ftout 
to be afraid himfclr j and I hope he did not iweli a Mole-hiU to the 
Size of a Mountain. But then, their Faces were all grim and hzky^mm^ 
And what then? the Macedonifins were not to (have their Beards, 
but to knock out their Brains, as fad as they could j and, lam fure, 
no Length, or Bufbinefs of Beard, would &ve its Owner's Head from 
the Stroke of a Scymitar. The Truth is, Curtius repre&nt^them* 
as Monfters, becaulc they were remote Nations j and, as he thought 
he could not be eafily disproved, he imjigincd he might even make 
them as big, and ugly as he WQuld. 

Over- 
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Overthrow, that no Night-Engagement fhouU hin«i 
der him firom being necelEtated to confefi, that he 
was a lefs experienced Captain, and had leu valiant 
Soldiers, than himfelf could boaft of. Add to this^ 
HP, contrary to his Expeftation, the Macedonians 
fhould receive a Defeat, their Enemies had the 
Friendfliip of all the Country round them ; whereas 
they would have their Hatred. Their Enemies 
were throughly acquainted with, the Country^ they^ 
wholly ignorant of it. And as there was no fmall 
Nuniber of Captives in their Camp, they might 
chance to be invaded, even by them, in the Nign^ 
not only if they were worfted by their ' Enemies^ 
but even if they obtain^ the Vidory, with Lois 
and Difficulty. For thefe, and (uch like weighty 
Determinations, I think Alexander no lefs to be 
admired, than for the Greatnefs of his Courage, 
which fb often crownM him with Succefs. 

CHAP. XL 

DAKIUS^ and his Forces, flood under Arms 
all Nighi, in the Manner they had been firft 
drawn up ^ for as they had not fortified their Camp, 
they were afraid the Enemy fhould attack them by 
Night. And, furely, their long and tedious watch* 
ing, in heavy Armour, and the Fear which ufually 
pofTeffes Mens Minds before a great Danger, con- 
tributed not a little to their Overthrow : And this 
Fear did not fpring up on a fudden, but had been 
of long Continuance ; it was firmly rooted in the 
Hearts of many of them, and wholly daflardiz'd 
them. * Darius'^ Army was drawn up in this 

Manner j 

' Freinfl^emius, and RaJerus, have often told us, that as to the 
Dlipoiition of Armiesa and Defaiption- of Battles* Curtins under- 

^ ftood 
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Manner ; ( for the Defcription thereof, fays Jiriflth' 
T^ulus^ was found, in little Books, after the Battle :> 
On the Left Wing, were the BaSirian Horie, and 
with them, the Daa^ and Aracboti : behind thefe, 
the Perfian Horfe, and Foot, mix'd together : next 
theie, were the Sufians ^ and behind them, the Ctf- 
dufians : And this was the Order of the Left Wing, 
quite to the main Body of the Army. On the 
Right, were the Ccslojyrians^ and they, who in* 
habit the Country between the two Rivers ; thefe 
were join'd by the JMedes : next thefe, flood the 
Partbians^ and Saca : after thefe, the ^apuriansy 
and Hyrcanians : behind thefe, the Albanians^ and 
Sacefina : And thefe alio reached to the main Body. 
In the main Body, where Darius was, were his 
Kindred, and the Perfian Melopbori^ the Indians^ the 
Carian Exiles, and Mardian Archers: next thefe, 
flood the Uxiansy the Babylonians^ the Inhabitants 
bordering on the Red Sea, and the Sitacini. Before 
the Left Wing, facing Alexanders Right, flood about 
a Thoufand Scythian and BaSirian Horfe, . and a 
Hundred arm'd Chariots j and round Darius^s Royal 
Guard, were Elephants, and about Fifty Chariots. 
Before the Right Wing, flood the Armenian and 
Cappadocian Horfe, and about Fifty armM Chariots. 
But the Greek mercenary Soldiers, quite furrounded 
Dariusy and the Perfians^ who were his Guards, 
and fronted the Macedonian Phalanx, as thofe whofe 
Valour alone was equal to theirs. 

* Alexanders Army was thus marfliaird : On the 
Right Wing, flood his auxiliary Troop of Horfe j 

before 

ftood them not. I have obferved the fame before, concerning his 
Geography. The Difpofition of the Army here, is different from 
that of Curtius, and no wonder : This is the mod cxa£t, as being 
taken from Ar^obultiSy who copied it from the Verfi^n Mtnufcripts. 
See Curtius's Dcfcription of the marihallii\g this Army, liS. iv. 
cap, i;. 6. 

* The Difpofition of ALexanderh Troops, in Curtius, appears, at 
&fl Sight, to be made without Judgment : So that he either wanted 

it 



Alexander.'^ Expedition. 157 

befofe thofe, the Royal Cohort, commanded by 
Clitus the Son of Dropidas : next, ftood thofe of 
Glaucias; and then that of Arifim: after which, 
was that of Sopolis the Son of Hernwdorus : next, 
that of Heraclitus the Son of Antiocbus : then 
that of Demetrius the Son of Altbcdtnenes^ £>llowed 
by that of Meleager :. and the laft of the Royal 
Troops, was that commanded by Hegelocbus the 
Son of Hippojiratus. But the Command of all the 
auxiliary Horfc, belonged to Pbihtas the Son of 
Parmenio. The firfi: Rank of the Macedonian Pha-* 
lanx, which was join'd with the Horfe, confided 

it himfelf, or copied fromthoie who did. As for Examples << For 
« a Body of Rcfervc to the Right Wii^ he places Cdnuf, with hif 
«* Band$ and next to him, were Oreftes, and Lynceftes,"^-'^ lib, iv. 
caf, 1 3 . 18. Now what Reader would not imagine this Oreftes^ and 
Jj/ncefies to be Captains of Troops, as well as (Unus f I can afliire 
mine, they were no iiich thmgi nay, they were 9i> for fix>m being 
Commanders in AlexatuUr's Army, that they were not fb much a^ 
Men; ior the Oreft^y and Lynceftd, are only the Names of Peopid 
bhabiting two particular Dillridts, or Provinces, in Greece : To prove 
the Truth of which, I ihall rrfer my Readers to Stra&o, lib. viL Stef^ 
fhnimsy in Ai}>x&-> P/my, lih.iv, cap. lo, and Ptolemey.^.^Thetk 
Curtius proceaisi " After thefe, ftood Folypercm, who headed the 
•' foreign Forces."— Fremjhemius, upon this, grows quite out of Pa- 
tience with him ; and when he has told us, that Polypercon commanded 
the StymphdUy in Diodorusy he profeflcs, that he gives little Credit 
to Curtiusy in any thuig, but the leaft of all to his Defcriptions ok 
Battles.— However, Curtius goes onj " Amyntas was General, or 
«* chief Commander, over this Wing."— This is falfe; for Amjntas 
had been diAatch'd into MacedanUy to raife Recruits, and was not 
return'd, and his Brother Sjmmias commanded,— Then he tells us, 
that ** Thilagus commanded the Balacriansy who were newly lifted 
** into the Service."-— TJbat they were, fiire enough 3 for they were 
of Ctirtius*s own lifting, nay, and of his creatine too j for they were 
Non JSatities before : There never was any fuch Perfbn as Philagus, 
nor any fiich People as the Balacrians. However, Freinjhemius has 
fet him right here, and tells us from Aman, and Conjecture, that 
dcrttHs either wrote, or (hould have written, Phrygas Balacrus rege- 
b»ty inftead of Philagms Balacrcs regebat. Balacrus was the Son of 
Amyntasy and commanded a Party of Darters, as Arrian informs us 
in the next Chapter. Ail thefe Errors, Curtius has made in the Com- 
pafi of Three Lines. If his whole Hiftory were fiich Stuff, my 
Comment would fwell to the Size ot a primitive Father's Works^ 
;nd I ought to live to % Fs^triarch's Age, to finish it* 

of 
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of the Targeteers, commanded by Nicanor the l^n 
of Parmenio : next to thefe, was the Troop of Caniis 
the Son of Pokmocrates : then, that of Perdiccas the 
Son of Orofttes : after this, ftood that of Meieager 
the Son of Neoptolemus j tten, that of Potyfpercbm 
the Son of Simmias : and next, that of Amyntas 
the Son of Philip. The Command of this Cohort 
belonged to Simmias ; for Amyntas had been be£>re, 
difpatch'd into Macedonia^ to raife Recruits. On 
die Left Side of his Phalanx, was pofted the Troop 
of Craterus the Son of Alexander^ who alfb com* 
manded the whole Body of Foot on the Left : next 
was that Body of auxiliary Horfe, whofe Captain 
was Erigyius the Son of Laricbus : next thefe, fliill 
towards the Left Wing, were the ^bejfaUan Horie, 
commanded by PbiUp the Son of Menelaus. But 
the whole Body of Hdrfe, on the Left Wing, was 
under the Command of Parmenio the Son of Phi- 
Iotas. Round thefe, the Pbarfelian Horle were 
pofted, who were both the beft, and moft numerous 
of all the S^bejfalian Cavaby. 




CHAP. XIL 

AFTER this X fanner, Alexander ranged his 
Army in Fronr : but he added alfb another 
Phalanx, which Ihould be a kind of flying Party, 
or Squadron, having given Orders to the Comman- 
ders thereof, that if they perceived their own 
Countrymen furrounded by the Perfian Army, they 
Ihould fuddenly turn backwards, and charge the 
Barbarians^ and contrad or dilate their Phalanx, 
as Occafion oflfer'd. On the Right Wing, next 
to the Royal Cohort, was pofted a Troop of 
A^iansy under the Command of Attains : behind 
thefe, the M^edonian . Axchsrs^ led on by Sri/o^ 

to 
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ta vffhom were join'd thofe Troops named the £> 
reign Veterans, commanded by Cleander. Before 
the AgrianSj ftood the Forlorn Hope of Horfe, and 
the Paoniansj headed by Aretes, and Arifio. Be- 
fore the reftj ftood the mercenary Troops of Horfe, 
under the Command of Menidas : But before the 
Royal Cohort, and auxiliary Troops, the remain- 
ing Part of the AffrianSy and Archers; and the 
Darters, led on by Balacrus, w^e ranged, to front 
the arm'd Chavlota Moreover, an Order wa9 
given to Menidas, and the Troops under his Com^ 
mand^ that if the Enemy fhould furround his Wing,, 
he Ihould charge them on the Flank. And tms 
was the Difpofition of the ^ Right Wing. On the 
Left, in a Half-Moon, were the Stbracians^ com<- 
manded by Sttakes y next, the auxiliary Horfe, 
led on by Qerams : after thefe, the Odryfian Horfc, 
under the Command of Agatbon the Son of fyrim-' 
mas. But, to firont all, on this Wing, ftood the 
foreign mercenary Troops of Horfe, under Andror 
tnacbus the Soil of Hieron : and the Stbracian Foot, 
were placed as a Guard upon the Baggage. ' The 
whole Army of Alexander, thus difpoted, confifted 
of about Seven thou&nd Horfe, and Forty thou* 
^ad Foot. 



' Curtius no where tells us, what Numbers Alexander brought into 
this Field ; but when he Iws done marlhalling them, after his manner, 
he adds, lib, iv. caf. 13. 3f. " That Alexander left all his Carriages, 
•* and Captives, amone whom were Darius's Mother, and Children, 

•< ©naHill, a little Diftance o£F." Here is another Hill ftarted u^ 

all of a fudden, for he aflures us before, that the whole was levcird. 
The Truth is, he is inconliftent with himfelf, and fcems to labour 
£6 much at the embdllifhuig his Stile, that he fomctimes forgets to 
write Soiie. 
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CHAR XIIL 

WHEN both Armies were tanged in (uch 
Order as was judged neceflary^ and drew 
near eacli other, Darius ^ and chofe who were 
about him, C*vizJ the Perftan Melopbori^ the Ifh^ 
diansj Albanians^ Carian Exiles, and Mardian Ar^ 
chers, were perceived to place themfelves dired- 
ly oppofite to Alexander^ and his Royal Cohort 
Alesander^ therefore, caufed his Right Wing to 
^ftretch out in Length : Then the Perfians^ in the 
feme Manner, extended their Left Wing. And 
now the Scythian Horfc almoft touched thole, who 
were the Macedonian Forlorn Hope : neverthelefs^ 
Alexander ftill continued to draw towards the Right 
Hand, till he approach^ near the Place, which the 
Perfians had levelled. But now Dartusj fearing 
that, if the Macedonians proceeded to move to un- 
even Ground, his arm'd Chariots Would be ufelefs, 
commanded thofe who were at the Extremity of his 
Left Wing, to wheel round, and thereby hinder 
Alexander from extending his Right Wing further. 
This done, Alexander gave Orders to his mcrce-- 
nary Horfe, led on by Menidas^ to attack them. 
But when the Scythian Horfe, and thofe of the 
BaSlrians^ who were join'd with them, had almoft 
cut off thefe few, their Numbers being much fii- 
perior, Alexander ordered Aretes^ with the Paonians^ 
and Foreigners, to their Relief 5 upon which, the 
Barbarians gave Way : But another Body of jB^j- 
Cirians coming up, caufed their flying Troops to 
rally, and renew'd the Fight ; and a fharp Eque- 
ftrian Conflift enfuing, many of Alexanders Sol- 
diers fell, not only becaufe they were overborn by 

Nttmber59 
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Numbers, but becai^ the Scythian Horfes, and 
their Riders, were much more compleatly arm'd. 
But, as it was, the Macedonians fiiftain'd the Shocks 
and beginning to puCh forwards, with great Fury, 
broke the Enemies Ranks. The Barbarians^ on 
the other hand, fent their arm'd Chariots againft 
the Macedonians J to put them into Confufiion ; but 
their ' Defigns were fruftrated j for they ho iboner 
approach'd, than the Amans^ and Darters, under 
Balacrus^ who were pofted before the aujtiliary 
Horle, deftroyM many with their qiifEve Weapons. 
The Reins of fome of them were fcizM, and their 
Drivers being thrown headlong firom their Seats^ 
the Hories were ftopp'd, and flaia Yet ipme 
run quite thro' the Middle of the Army, and 
efoap'd ^ for they open'd their Ranks, as they had 
been ordered, where-cver the Chariots approach'd 
them ; by which means it happened, that the Cha-* 
riots drove thro' lafe, and the part of the Army 
thr6' which they were hurried, remaiad firm, and 
untouched. However, moft of thefe were, afcer«* 
wards, feiz'd by the Captains of Horfe, and Tar- 
geteers, belonging to Alexander. 



II ri I 



* The Spears and Hooks,- which were fiiftcn*d to the Charioti^' 
according to Curtius, did ^me Executioti at firft^ but afterwards* 
he owns, the Chariots were overthrown, and the Hgviks and Q^ 
jioteers (lain. See li^Av. caf. if. 
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CHAP- XIV, 

BUT when * Darius^ s whole Body of Foot be- 
gun to be in Motion, with Defign to environ 
jHevianders Right Wing, he fpeedily dilpatch'd 
Aretas agaii^ th^m, tho himfelf ftill continued his 
Command there. But when he perceived that the 
Party of Horfe, fent againft; thofe who harrafi'd 
h^s . Right Wing, had begun to break into the Bar- 
hirian Ranks, he immediately hafted thither, and 
drawing up his Party of auxiliary Horfe, into a fort 
of Cumus^ flew diredly to the Place, where the 
Chafin was, with a mighty ^ Noife, as tho' he had 
been in Purfuit of Darius : And indeed, the 
Battle was doubtful, for a little Time. But when 
the auxiliary Troops about Alexander, and even 
he. himielf^ begtm to redouble their Force, and 
finite the Perfians in the Faces, with their Spears , 
and when the Macedonian Phalanx, ftill firm, and 
terf ibte, begun to rufli in upon them ; then Darius 
Cwhofe Mind, had been, before, poflefs'd with diA 
mal Apprehenfions o£ Alexander') gave up all fot 
loft, and fled. The Perfians alfo, who had en- 
deavoured to environ the Right Wing, were in 



* Curtius, Uh. iv. caf. i y. i . places Darius in the Left: Wine of his 
Army, contrary to Arrlan-y whereas every body knows, tnat the 
Terfian Monarchs always fought in the Main Body. Iremfljenums 
endeavours to excufe him here, by alledgjng, that Curtltis divided not 
the Army into Three Parts, as ufual, but only into Two Wings, 
which met in the Centre j and he adds, that D/»ri«j might, probably, 
be pofted Ibme what nearer the Left Wing. -- He might fo. Another 
Conjedfcure he gives us, why Darius was on the Left Wing, was, that 
he might be 4>ppofite to ALexander, who always fought in the 
Right Wing. But I take the former to be the more pr&ble, 

great 
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great Streights, being violently alTaulted by Aretas ; 
but at length they betook themfelves to Flight, 
and the [Macedonians made a huge Slaughter of 
them in the Purfuit : * Smntias^ with his Troop, 
could not aflift Alexoitder there, but was forced Co 
make a Halt, and fight ; for he not only receive^ 
Intelligence that the Left Wing was in Danger, 
but that the Part, from whence Alexander had 
drawn his Troops, to purlue the Enemy, and left 
a vacant Space, was io much weakened, that fbme 
of the Indian and Perfian Horfe had penetrated as 
far as the Macedonian Baggage ^ and a dreadful 
Conflid happened there 5 for the Perjtans rufli'd 
boldly forwards againft the Macedonians, who were 
chiefly unarmed, and never fufpedted that a finall 
Party would dare to attack them, and break their 
double Phalanx. The Barbarian Captives alfo^ 
feeing the Macedonians in this Diftrds, by the 
Perfians, rofe up againft them in the Heat of the 
Battle. But the Captains of thofe Forces, who were 
placed as a Rere-guard to the firft Phalanx, perceiv- 
ing this Defeat of their Countrymen, immediately 
feced about, (according to their Orders ) and came 
tipon the Backs of the Perfians^ and, finding them 



• * Here Curtius has fallen into another Error, by telling this fame 
Story of laving the Baggage, and fubftituting Amyntas^ inftead of 
Symmiasy libAv. cap. if. 12. and, what is a much greater Wonder, 
freinjhemlus gives him fome Countenance, by laying, that tho* one 
Amyntas was abfent, railing Recruits, there were many ot the 
Name, and this might be one of them. This Kame of AmyntaSf 
was always look'd upon as a Miftake 5 and Acidalius, MoMus, and 
"BAderusy three Commentators, were of Opinion, it ought to be 
Mtnidas > but this was only Guefs-work. However, I wonder that 
IPreinfhemiuSi who was fo quick-fighted, fhould not perceive that 
the 6mc Story which Curtius tells us of Amfnti^s^ Arr'mn gives u3 
of Symmias, wh6 was his Brother, and Succellbr in the Poft. Be- 
fidcs, Curtiuyh^ not only allured us, that this Aniyntas vns di^atch'd 
bto Macedonia y to raife Rccruitj, immediately after the. Siege of 
Gaza^ lih. iv* c/if, 6. lo. but he alfo gives us notice of his Return, 
With Sixthoufand Foot, to Alexander at Baiyhn, ^aftcr the Battle of 
Artei4, liiiY, ^/»fi i* 404 

Ma iiitangled 
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intangled among the Baggage, flew many: The 
reft efcaped by Flight. But the Right Wing of the 
Perfian Army, who had not yet heard of Darius''^ 
Flight, fct themfelves in Oppofition to Akxander^s 
Left, and felling, obliquely, tkpon Parmnie^s Troop, 
did great Execution among (hem* 

CHAP. XV. 

IN the mean time, while the Macedonian A£Eairs 
hung thus in Sufpence, Parmenio diipatch'd a 
MelTengcr to acquaint Alexander mth his Danger, 
and beg his Affiftance. When Alexander under- 
ftood this, he immediately left off* the Purfuit, and 
returning to the Army, with his auxiliary Forces, 
ruih'd with great Fury upon the Right Wing of 
the Barbarians : His firft Attack was made upon 
the Enemies Light Horfe, namely, the Partbians^ 
ibme Indians^ and Perfians^ which laft were both 
the ftouteft, and moft numerous; and then hap» 
pen'd a far more dreadful Scene, than any of the 
former : for the Barbarians^ ftill keeping their 
Ranks, begun to face about, to meet Alexander ^ 
and then, there was no cafting of Darts, nor dex- 
trous Management of Horfes, as is common in 
Equeftrian Battles^ but every one ftrove to difmonnt 
his Foe, and, as if their whole Safety had depended 
on their Succefs that way, they proceeded to eive 
Wounds, and receive them, to finite, and be fmit- 
ten. as if each particular Perfbn had endeavoured 
to procure a Vidkory for himfelf, and not for ano- 
ther. In this Confiid, about Sixty of Alexanders 
auxiliary Forces were (lain, and Hepbafiion^ Otnus^ 
and Menidas wounded. But even here, the ifcfe- 
cedonians had the Advantage 3 for the Barbarians^ 

not 
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able to endure their Rage any longer, begun 
:oii{ult their Safety, by a precipitate Flight. 
now Alexander had almoft arrived at the fine- 
Right Wing, which he alfb defign'd to have 
^unter'd; but the Stbeffalian Horfe having al-^ 
y qttack'd them, with great Valour, little re- 
iM to be done y for he no (boner appeared, with 
Forces, than they quitted their Stations, and 
j4kxa^der therefore returning to his Furfuit 
>arius^ left not off till the I^ight compell'd him ^ 
Parmenio^ with his Troops, alio purfued as &r 
icy bould^ Alexander pafling the River ' Lycus^ 
e encamped, to give his Men, and their Horles^ 
tie Refrefliment Mean while, Parmenio feiz*d 
1 the £nemies Tents, and fecured all their 
gage. Elephants, and Camels* Alexander hay- 
given his auxiliary Troops fbme Reft, arofe, 
lit Mid*night, and hafled to ^ Arbela^ hoping 

there 

' ' ' III! I I I I III 

)y this we may ^inly perdeiTe, that the Field of Battle was oq 
Mt that -River. 

Tis ftran^, that Cttrtias (hould, every where, meption jirMa 
: nearcft Place to the Field where this Battle was fought, whm 
:ontrary is fb apparent. He has Men into many Enors on this 
Accounts for, in regard to Situation, he places it firfl on this 
the Tigris f Ub. iv. c»p, 9.7. and in leis G)mpafs than that of one 
)tcr, he places it beyond the Tygrisy Ub, iv. cMf. 9. 14.— The 
h is, ArheU was not only bevoad the Tygris^ but alio beyond 
lycus. Secondly, he calls ArieU a Village, memoraWe for no- 
l but that Battle j whereas it was then a large Citv, and the 
tal of a Province, as is manitefl: from Strabo, Ul. xvi. pe^ 
, it is not at all probable, that Darius would now lodge all his 
ifiires, and Royal Furniture, in a fmali Village, or ordinary 
le, when we find that, before the Battle ofljfus, he lent them. 
Security, as far as DamafcMs. But this is not all ; ArbtU 
Six hundred Stadia diftant from the Field of Battle, which 
:es Seventy-five Englijh Miles, as is manifeft from Arrian, Ub, vi. 
II. Moreover, he tdls us, that when jilexander had purfued 
Enemy a good Way from the Field, even beyond the River lycas^ 
hiis Men were weary, he fuffisred them to take fome Reftj but 
ig again at M^-night, he hailed to ^^f/«, where he arrived. noc 
»re the next Day. In a Word, the Battle was fought at a Village 
d GMffmh^ ^ is cvideat fiK>m Jbrutn» Strdbo, and fbttarchi 
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there not only to leize upon Darius^ but all hit 
Trealures, and Royal Furniture, The next Day, 
he arrived there, having already purfued the Fugi-. 
tives about Six hundred Furlongs. But he coul4 
not find Darius there; for he, not daring to truft 
himfelf any where, found Reft no where : -but the 
Royal Treafures, and Furniture, fell into his Hands, 
and Darius^ s Chariot, and Shield, and Bow, cantie 
again into the Conqueror^s Power. Of the Mace^ 
Ionian Horfemin, about One hundred fell in that 
Battle; but a Thoufand Hbrfes were loftj partly 
by Wouilds received in Frght, ahd paf tly by being 
6ver-heated in the Purfuit ; nigh one hUn ot which 
Ntunber, belongM to the auxiliary Forces. Of thd 
Barbarians, nt> fewer than ' Three bundr^ %tioulaiyi 
are lai^ to have been flain ; and that the <Number 
of Prifoners was much greater. All the^'Elephants, 
and all the Chariots, which were not broke in the 
iFight, were now taken. This Battle was thus won, 
in the Month Puanepjim; when Arijtopbanes way 
Archon at Athens : And hereby the PrediAion of 
Arifi under was accompKfhed, f'viz.J That before 
the Month was fully paft, in which the Eclipfe of 
the Moon happen^, Alexander ihould both fight a 
Battle, and obtain a Viftory. 



and as Ctirtms calls ArMa a Village, fomc Criticks think he is in an 
Error only in the Name ot the Place, and that he intciiddl to have 
wrote Gangameh i but that this is falfe, will appear afterwards. 

^ I cannot forbear wondering why Arrian fhould make fuch an 
unaccountable Difference here, between the Numbers ot the Msct- 
Amians, and Terjums^ who fell in this Battle. That an Army of Ids 
than Fifty thou^nd Men, fhouU kill Three hundred Thouiand upon 
the Spot, is incredible; One, or both of thefe Numbers, muft be 
therctore faulty. But of this, fee mprc in the Qiticifin prefixed to 
this Work. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

» 
♦ 

)AKIUS^ immediately after this Battle, fled 
thrb' the mountainous Trad of ' Armenia^ 
o Media^ and with him were the BaStrians^ and 
tie Perfians of his Kindred, befides- a few of the 

Melopbori. 



i* 



CUirtms^ li&.v, cap. i. 3. teHsus, that T>arius fled from the Field 
Sattle to ArbeUf which Plade he reach'd about Mid-night : -*-• 

tUukrm ailiifes us, tluct Six hundred Furlotigs, or Seventy-fiv^ 
:Ii/h Miles, was a vaft Way to ride in £0 Ihort a Time.— So think 
x>. Now, that Currius muft mean, the Middle of the Niffht 
[nediarely fucceeding the Pay of Battle, is manifeft ; for had it 
n the Night after, Alexander haA been there before himj and then 
could have expefted but a forry Welcome. That this Battle was 
ght, or at leall finifh'd, in the Afternoon, is probable, becau& 
^xandeTy in thePurfuit, could reach no further than the River lfm$ 
t Night, which is Eighty Jurlongs, or Ten Englijh Miles, from the 
Id : Then, giving his Soldiers a little Reft, he march'd forward 
lin, at Mid-night, and reateh'd Ar6ela, the next Day, which was 
>ve Sixty Miles further. Now the Wonder is, how Darius couki 

as &r, in five or fix Hours, as Alexander could purfiie in, per- 
>s, eighteen or twenty, when every body knows Alexander's 
yGd in marching? However, Arrian has clear'd up the Cafe, by 
iring us, that Darius never came near Arbela, but directed his 
ght xhio* Armema into Media, a very dificrent Way: And Diodth 
, /i^.xvii. />.f38. plainly tells us, he hafted to Ecbatana, Il$i^ 
ch, Vit, Alex, p, iz, Ed, Steph, fiiys, that « Darius, feeing the 
battle loft, and finding his Chariot fb entangled among the dead 
Bodies, that he could not Itee it, was ftnrced to quit it, and having 
mounted a Mare, which had newly foal'd, betook himfelf to 
FUght." — A Mare that had newly fbard, or a Marc big with Foal, 
; not ufiiaUy fb expeditious. One Thing more, I cannot forbear 
cing.Notice of: Curtius tells us, that " the Stench of the Carcaflcs 
of thofe flain in this Battle, had fo infe6fced the Air, that Alexander 
was obliged to remove from Arbela, fboner than he defign'd ; — 
. V. cap, 1 . 1 1 . It muft be a prodigious Stench indeed, or Ale»m 
der^s Men muft have quick Nofes, who could fmcU it at Scventy- 
e Miles Diftance, Befides, Alexander could have* no Delign of 
rrying at Arbela, any longer than to fccure the Troafiires, and Royal 
irpiture thcre» neitner had he, perhaps, gone there at all, but to 

HI 4 fcij^ 
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Mflophori. About Two^thoufand foreign Merce- 
naries al(b accompanied him, commanded by Paran 
the Pbocaan^ and Glaucus the JEtolian. He took 
his Right, thus precipitately, into Media^ becaufe 
he imagined jHexander "woxAd^ immediately after 
tills Battle, hafle to Sufa and Babylon ; for all that 
Country is not only extreamly populous, but com?- 
modious for marching an Army thro^^ and befides, 
Babylon^ and Sufa^ feem'd to be deftin'd as the lie?- 
wards of that Day's AAion : whereas the Way? 
into Media^ were by no means commodious for the 
March of a great Army. And in that, Darius^ 
Judgment was juflj for when Alexatuier left Ar^ 
pela^ he hafled flraight to ^ Babylon^ which City, 
when he came nigh, he drew up his whole Army 



fiize them. Biibylo^ Sufr^ and Firfepolh, were the Places hp aim'4 
flty and Darim knew that well enougli; for which Reaibn, lie dir 
reded his Flight to Ec^tsm in Mfiit^- All thefe Errors arife from 
Curtms^s firft Miilake, oi imagining ArheU nigh the Field of Battle. 
He has been guilty of another Error, in the very next Line, by placing 
jtrt^U l4dix on their Lef): Hand, as Yhey pais'd from JirltU to 
B^lm ; but that has been akeady taken Notice of, in tlie Criticiim 
prcnx'd to this Work. 

* Curtius has given us a vaft Defcription of the City of Baiylm, 
which, in the firft place, is liable to numberleis Exceptions, as inay 
be plainly perceived from his G>mmentators^ and, lecondiy, were 
it never £o juft, it is nothing to his purpofe, as an Hiftorian. But 
'tis his way, to trifle away his own Time, and tire out his Reader's 
Patience, with long Speeches, which were never fpoke, and imper- 
tment Descriptions of Rivers, Mountains, Towns, and Countries, 
which none but a Geographer ought to attempt, and which plainly 
ibew, he either never read, or did notaiunderfland, the Geographers 
who wrote before him, I ihall pafs by his Account of the Country 
between E$^hraw and T^p'i^, ^' the Soil of which, he iays, is & 
** fruitful, tnat the Inhabitants are reported not to fu£Eer their Cattle 
•* to feed too freely, left they Ihould furfcit i " li^. v. caf, x . 1 1 . This 
important piece of natural Philofbphy, I leave to be decided by a 
Synod of Country-Grafiers, whenever they can be lawfully con- 
Yen'd. The Breadth, Heiehth, or Circuit of the Walls of BuhjUm^ 
were nothing to OwtiMii they gave jilexModer no Trouble m taldng 
them. The £imous Gardens, the Bridge, and even the Citadel it^^ 
ought not to have been taken notice ou unlefs fbmething remlarkable 
bad then happen'd» to have given the Occa&)n. ■ . ..^~ ■ 
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>rder of Battle. But ^e Babylonians^ having 
ice of his Approach, threw open their Gates, 
I in vaft Multitudes/ with their Priefts^ and chief 
1, went out to meet him, offering him great 
cs, b^fides delivering the City, the Tower, and 
Royal Treafure into his Hands. Alexander 
sring the City, commanded the Babylonians to 
uild the Temples there, which Xerxes had de* 
y'd, and elpecially the Temple of Belus^ whom 
Babylonians wor&ipped, as their chief God. He 
ilituted Mazxus^ Governor of the City, Apolkn 
us of AmpbipoliSj Captain of thofe Troops left 
h Alazaus^ and jifclepiodorus the Son of Pbilo^ 
therer of the Tribute. He alfb fcnt Metbrines 
ho had delivered the Caftle of Sard^s into his 
DTeffion) to be Governor of Armenia. He con- 
ted the Cbaldaans in this City, about the Re- 
nration. of the Temples s and whatever they ad« 
bd, he performed i and, in particular, by their 
Ivice, he offered Sacrifices to Belus. Taking his 
:ave of Babylon^ he march'd for Sufa, and was 
rt:, on his Way, by the Governor's Son, and a 
euenger, y^ith a Letter, from Pbiloxenus^ whom 
had di^atch'd diredly thither, from the Field 
Battle. The Subftance of the Letter was. That 
e Sufians had delivered their City into his Pof- 
Eon, and all the Royal Treafure was fafe.^ 
ithe Twentieth Day, after his Departure from" 
tbylcn^ he arrived at Sufa^ and entering the City, 
ok Pofleffion of all the Money, amounting to 
Fifty thoufand Talents, befides the Royal Furni- 
rc. Many other Things were found there, which 



■■h 



' Arrian, Curtius, lib,v,cap.%. Vind DioJor us, //^.xvii.^. j'40. here 
rce in the Sum of Fifty thoufand Talents, tho' Tlutarch, f, 14. and 
iftmy lib. xi. cap, 14. have it but Forty thoufand. A Talent is 
ckon'd to amount to 187/. 10 j. Sterling} lb that Atexander, ac- 
ffding tp Arrtan's Account, became Mafter of 9,;($f ,000 /. that is, 
inc Millions Three hundred and Sixty-five thouf^ Ppuuds Sterling, 
this Place. 

Xerxes 
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Xerxes had^ formerly, carried out of Greece ^ par- 
ticularly, the brazen Statues of Harmodius^ and 
Ariftogitdn ; Thefe he fcnt back to Athens^ and 
they are to be feen at this Day, placed in the 
Geramkusj near the Aicent into the City, from the 
Diftrid cali'd Metroos^ hard by the Altar of Buda^ 
netnas^ which, whoever has been initiated in the 
Ekufmim Rites, knows to ftand in the Portico. 
Here, Alexander iacrificed with lighted Torches, 
after the Cuftom of his Country, and exhibited 
Gymntck and Mufical Sports. And then, leaving 
♦ Abulites^ a Perfian^ Govemoir of the Country 
round Sufa^ ^ Mazarus^ one of his Friends, Com- 
mander of -the Caftle, and Arcbelaus the Son of 
k'beodorus Captain of the Forces, he dircfied his 
March agaihft the Perfians. He alfb fent Menetes 
into the Maritime Parts, haviiig made him Gover* 
nor of Syriay Pbosnicia^ and GUcia^ t6 whom he 



^ He dealt with Abulites here, as he did, ia the preceding Chap* 
ter, with Max^sims, MAZMUy being Governor of BaiyUn, oeliverVi 
it into his Hands j whereupon Alexander continued him in his Go- 
▼ernment, hut conftitutcd Afollodarus of Amphifolis Governor of the 
Caflic. So here, Ahtdites having delivered up Sufry was continued 
in his Poit, but the Command over the Forces, left tp (ecure the 
Province, was given to Archelam» and the Government of the CafUe 
to MazMvus, 

* Curtius tells us, he gave the Command of the Caftle to Xeno- 
fffUus, and made CaUicrates Treaiurer, Uh, v. c^tp. 1. 16. The firft 
Arrian contradid):s i and neither of their Names are to'be found in 
any other Author. He then acquaints us, how Alex^fuler pre(eoted 
Darius's Mother with ibme rich Purple Garments, of his own Sifter's 
making, as a Pattern for her Graq^-daughters to make hini (bme 
of the iame Sort ; which they taking as an Affront, he made an 
Apology for himfclf, by pleading his Ignorance of their Cufbomss 
" And lince I underftood, fays he, that the Cuftom of yoar Country 

looks upon it as a Fault, for a Son to fit down in his Mother's Pre- 

fcnce, without her PermifTion, I have always waited for your 
*' Command, before I fat down, c^c. What a prodigious CJour- 
ticr is AkxanJer commenced, all on a fiidden ! What it is to keep 
good Compojiy ! He might have tarried on the other Side of the 
Hellefpor^t, till he had been as grey as a Badger, and never have been 
Maftcr of ip much good Manners, 
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rer'd Three thouOtnd Talents of Silver, with 
iers that as much thereof as was necellary, ftould 
cbtivey*d by Sea to Antipater^ to. carry on the 
r againft the Laeedamonians. Thither, arrived 
yntas the Son oi Andromems^ with an Army of 
r-rais*d Men, frcto Macedonia : The Horfe, be-* 
ging to whi^h, he incorporated with his auxiliary 
x>ps ;x but ihe Foot were diflributed, each into 
Troop bislonging to his own Nation. He alfb 
K>inted two Decurws to every Troop, wherea% 
bre this Time, there were no Decurio^s in the 
^rie Service ; and thole he chofe-oatof the Niim-* 
* <^ his Auxiliaries, who had already fervcd hmx 
:h the greateft Courage and Fidelity. 



wimwmw^^Mmmw^ws^^s^Mwm 



CHAP, xvir, 

\FTER this, moving with his Army from 
Sufa^ he pafs'd the River * PafitigrtSy and 
ter*d the Territories of the Uxii. Thofe C^x/V, 
10 inhabited the open Country, and had, before, 
jcn liibjeft to the Perfiansy promifed him Obedi<* 
ice ; but the Mountaineers, who never ftoop'd to 
c Perjian Yoke, fcnt him word, that they would 
^ fuflfer him to march, with his Army, againft 
e Perfian.^y unlefi he would allow them as much 
r his Paflage, as the Perjian Monarchs were wont 
> allow. Alexander ient back the Meflengers, with 
rders, that they Ihould block up thofe Streights, 
hereby they deCgn'd to put a Stop to his intended 
[areh, and there receive their ufual Tribute. 



* The impertinent Defcription of this River, in Cnrtitif, lib. iv. 
(jp. }; I , is taken notice of in the Criticiim prefixed to thi$^ork. 

He, 
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* He, in the mean time, accompanied with his Royal 
Cohort, his Targeteers, and ac>out Eight thouiand 
bthers, by the Dire&ion of (6ms> Sufian Guides, 
entered their Country, by Night, another Way, 
much leis frequented, but more difficult ^ and the 
next Day, came into ibme of the UoGian Villages, 
where he tocdc much Spoil, and flew many of the 
Inhabitants, whom they iurprized afleep ; others 
fled to the Mountains. Alexander^ hereupon, march'd 
4>eedily to thefe Streights, to which he obferved 
the Uxians flocking, in great Numbers, in hopes 
of the accuftom'd Tribute, for the Fallage of an 
Army. But he had diipatch'd Craterus before, to 
feize the Tops of the Mountains, whither, he ima* 
gined, the Enemy would retire, if reduced to Ex* 
tremities. He, haftening his March, feiz'd upon the 
Pais, and having drawn up his Forces in Order o£ 



* CurtitUy lib Av. tap, I, 6. tells us, ^< He diftatch'd Tf^t$ron upon 
**,this Expedition, who appearing above the Walls ot the Town, the 
«* Place JW3S furrender*d j but the ereateft part of the Defendants rc- 
•* tired into the Caftlc, from whence thpjr fent Thirty EmbaiE- 
^ dors, eJ»ff /'— How eafy it is, for a l/\m to make a fine Story, if he 
has no Regard to Truth! Wh^t he Others upon Tiiurony jirrian^ 
with fbme Variety of Circumftances, afcribes to CratirHs.^^TYaxi 
he proceeds: *• The Townfmen privately di^iatch'd Mef&ngers to 
** Dariut's Mother, to intercede for them^ tor the Governor had 
'* married her Niece." — This is the moft unlikely Story in the 
World j for as thefe Mountaineers were profcfs*d Enemies to the Per^ 
fians, as well as to Alexaruler, it is not at all prdbahle, that any Go- 
vernor of theirs, (hould marry a Kinfwoman of DMrim, — However, 
lie tells us, '' She at lafl: confented to undertake the Task, and obtadn'd 
** her Requeft/**— And to fhew us how great the Conqueror's Clcr 
mency was, he afllires us, lib, v. c0f, 3.15'. ** That AlexMruler not 
'* only pardoned Medathis, the Governor, bat all the red:, withoat 
** Diftin&ion, and gave them their Liberty. He alio permitted them 
<^< to enjoy their Lands, and PofTeifions, without Tribute. And thm, 
all in Raptures, he concludes, '< What more t]ian this^ could a Mother 
«' have obtained, even of her own Son ? — What more, indeed ? 
I much queftion, whether he would have been half £0 complaifant to 
his Mother Olymfias, But the Mifchief is, this laft Paragraph is every 
^Tittle falfei for Arrian aflures us, that jilexander impofed a Tribute 
lipop them of One hundred War-Horfes, Five hundred Baggigo^ 
Horfes, and Thirty thouiand Head of Cattle, 

Battle^ 
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Hcj attackM the Barharians^ from the higheft, 
mpft advantagious Station. They, being in a 
ifternation at the Suddennefs of his Arrival, 
I feeing thofe Places feiz'd, wherein they chiefly 
'kcdj without fbriking a Blow, betook themielves 
Flight. However, many of them fell by yilex-- 
er's Soldiers, in the Purfuit, and many tumbled 
m firom the Rocks, and Precipices ^ while others, 
eavouring to eicape over the Tops of the Moun- 
IS, were feiz'd, and flain by Craterus's Forces, 
ng thus rewarded for their lecuring the Pa(](ag9 
o' the Strefghts,; ' they, after much Intercefllon, 
iafl obtained a Grant firom Alexander ^ to remain 
etly in Pofleffion of their antient Territories, 
on their agreeing to pay an annual Tribute. 
4(mey the Son 01 Lagus tells us, that Darius'" $ 
)ther was their Mediator to Alexander ^ who, 
on her Account, reftored them their Pofleffions. 
le Tribute impoied upon them was, a Hundred 
orfes for War, Five hundred Baggage Horfes, 
d Thirty thoufand Head of Cattle ; for the Uxii 
d no Money among them, nor were their Lands 
for Tillage, but moft of them employed them* 
ves in breeding, and feeding Cattle. 



mmiimmtmtmrimmmmmmmmmim»m0.jm^ 



3 By this, it is pkin, that it was not the Gtizens of one particular 
ty, coop'd up in a Caftle, who obtain'd theie Terms, as Cartim 
(inuates) neither was jiUxMukr fb va{Uy generous, nor £0 won- 
oafly merciful, as he would make us believe j but it was the whole 
Kly of the Mountaineers, in general^ for the Uxians, inhabiting the 
ain Country, had furrender'd before. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

ALEXANDER^ then, difpatch*d P^r;«f »;>, 
with the Carriages and Baggage, as alfo the 
^bejfalian Horfe, the Royal Cohort, the foreign 
Mercenaries, and the reft of the heavy-arm'd Sol- 
diers, againft the Perfians^ and ordered him to 
chufe a Rpad fit for Chariots ; while He, with th* 
Macedonian Foot, the auxiliary Horfe, and the 
Forlorn Hope, as alfb the ylgrians^ and Archers, 
march'd, a nearer Way, thro' the Mountains. When 
he came to the ' Perjian Streights^ he found that 
Ariobarzanes^ with an Army of * Forty thoufand 
Foot, and about Seven thoufend Horfe, hid blocked 
up the Entrance, with a Wall, which he had for- 
tified with Towers, to fecure the Paffage: The firft 
Day, Alexander encamp'd his Army there i the 



' Curtiusy by Miftakc, calls thefe, PyUSufi^, ovxh&SufianStreighu, 
He tells us, that " Alepcamier, after Three Days Journey, enter'd Per- 
« Jia, and on the Fifth, the TyU SufiA.'* — Here, 1 would ask, in the 
firft place. How he could enter Ferfia, Two Days before he came to 
the Sufian Stretghts, unlefs he fuppofes the St^n Streights in the 
Middle of Ferfia-^ which is Nonfenfe? And, Secondly, Suppofing 
thcfe Streights to be at the very Entrance into TerJ^y how can they 
be call*d the Sufian Streights^ when the whole G>untry of the Uxians, 
as well the Cliampaign as -Mountainous Part, lay between? Arr'mn 
calls them, properly enough, the Vttpan Streights. Curtius, who 
almoft always follows Diodorus implicitly, and feldom varies from 
him, but for the worlci copied this Error from him. See Diodorus, 

* Some of the firft Editions of Curtius, allow AriobarzAnes but 
Fifteen thoufand Foot. See Snakenb, p, 331. But his later Editors 
have given him Twenty-five thoufand, according to Diodorus, lib, xvii. 
/>. ^41 . and I wonder they did not alfb add the Three hundred Horfe, 
which Diodorus equips him with. The Circumftance of a Wall, 
wherewith thole Streights were fhut up, neither Curtius, nor Diodo' 
rus take any notice of* 

nexr^ 
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:, with a choice Party, he determined to ftorm 
WaD. But as the fiorming thereof, ieem'd a 
rk of great Difficulty, by reafbn of the advan* 
Dus Situation of the Enemy, and that many 
bis Soldiers were already wounded, fbme by 
ties roird down the Precipices, others by Darts 
n the Engines, he cauied a Retreat to be founded, 

withdrew his Forces : For ' ibme of his Cap- 
s had promifed to condud: him to the further 
5 of thefe Streights, another Way ^ but when 
heard that that Pais was alio dangerous, and 
row, he left Craterus^ and his Camp, there, and 
h him, his own Troop, Mekagers Forces, Ibmc 
the Archers, and about Five hundred Horfe^ 
b Orders, that when he perceived he had pafs'd 

Streights, and drew near the Perfian Camp^ 
bich he might eadly do, by the Sound of the 
umpets ) he ihould aiTauIc the Wall. Alexander^ 
h his Targeteers, and Perdiccas's Troop, his 
tit-arm'd Archers, and Agrians^ the Royal Co- 
ft, and One hundred choice Horfe befides, hav- 
; pafs'd a hundred Furlongs, by Night, arrived 
thefe Streights, by an intricate Road, according 
the Diredkion of his Guides ^ but ordered Amyn^ 
r, Pbilotas^ and ^ Qcnus to lead the reft of the 
rces thro' the plain Country. He laid a Bridge 
er the River, which was to be pafs'd, before he 
ter'd into Perfia^ and, in fpite of the Difficulty 



^ Curt'ms, lib.v. cap.^.^. tells us, his chief, if not his only, Guide, 
s a Lycian, who liad been, formerly, taken Prifbner by the Perfitinsy 
I was, now, a Shepherd, and had traveli'd the Country j as alfb, that 
exander had been foretold by an Oracle, That his Guide into Verfia^ 
>uld be a Lycian j which made him rely upon him. He has made a 
^digious long Story of it, as he generally does of fuch Things, the 
iateft part of which, is nothing to his Purpofe, and much of it felfe. 
starchy p. 24. Ed. Steph, lays, the Guide's Father was a Lycian^ but 
i Mother a Tertian, and that he fpoke both. Languages,^— . This is 
uch the moft likely. 
^ Curtiui dAds, Polypenon, 

' ' 6f 
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6£ the Road, perifbrm'd it with incredible Hafi;e« 
Arriving, therefore, at the firft Station of the Bar-^ 
hariansj before Day-light, he flew their Watch: 
Afterwards, reaching the fecond, and having flain 
moft of theirs, when he came at the third, the 
greateft part of them fled : but even tho(e carried 
no Intelligence to the Camp of Ariobarzanes^ but 
being ftruck with a fudden Conftemation, every 
one efcaped, by the nigheft Way he could, to the 
Mountains ; fb that, when Day-light appeared, the 
Enemies Camp received an unexpec^d Ai&ult. 
As ibon as they came to the Intrenchment^ which 
iurrounded the Camp, Craterus hearing the Sound 
of their Trumpets, attacked the Wall on the other 
Side. The Enemy then, in great Amazement^ en- 
deavoured to fecure themielves by Flight, without 
fb much as flriking a Blow ; but finding themfelves 
inclofed on all Hands, Alexander puihing them for- 
wards, ^nd Craterus meeting them, many of them 
were conftrained to diredl their Flight to the Wall; 
but that was already feiz'd by the Macedonians : 
for Alexander J imagining what afterwards happened, 
had ordered Ptolemey there, with Three thouland 
Foot. The greateft Part of the Barbarians were 
flain ; even many of them, endeavouring to efcape 
by the Mountains, were ftruck with fudden Terrors, 
and fell down the Rocks : however, * Ariobarzanesy 

accompanied 



' This is the moft romantick Story, as Curtius tcDs it, U6. y. 
eaf.^. 33. and really the moft imptobablc one, I ever read, " Arkh 
" barzAnes, he fays, with Forty Horfei— I cannot imagine how he 
came by them, for he had none at firft, according to his Accounti 
faf. 3. 17.— " and Fivethou&nd Foot, broke thro' the main Body 
*' of the MaceJonians, and with the Lofs of many of his own Men, 
** and the Slaughter of many of his Foes, got fife to Terfefolis i but 
" being excluded by the Garrifbn, he returned, and renewed the Fight; 
** and bv the Time that Craterus had join'd the King, he was min, 

" and all his Followers." Arrian tells us nothing, either of his 

Death, or his Flight to TerfepoUs', only, with much more Probabi- 
lity, alTuresus, he ficd thro' the mountainous Country, and made his 

Efcape: 
t 



Alexander'j Expedition. 177 

npanled with a few Horfe, fled to the Moun« 
Alexander^ then, returning in Hafte to the 
T, ^hich ht had pafs'd before, and making the 
5e of fiifficienc Strength, brought over his 
e Army. Thence, by long Marches, he hafted 
ift the Perfians^ that he might furpfize the 
\\ Trealures, where-ever he came, before any 
ce could be carried of his Arrival. At Pafar^ 
, he feiz'd upon the ^ Money which had be- 
;d to Cyrus^ and made Pbrafaortes the Son of 
mitbras Governor of Perfia. The Royal ' Pa- 
Df the Perfian Monarchs he burnt, much againft 

the 



;: And indeed, it \i no mat Wonder; for chap.Txm, he ac« 
s us, that jirtaiaxMs, with three of his Sons, Cophen, Artobar' 
and Arfrmesy came and furrender'd themfelves to Alexander, 
Zadracarta, Curtius, after this, gives us a ftrange Story, which 
is out to the Length of a whole Chapter, (viz.) « When Alex- 
tr drew nigh Terjefolis, he fiiw a miferable Spcdhclej for almoft 
T thoufand Greek Captives met him, whom the Verfians had 
I barbaroufly, by cutting off the Feet of fbme, the Hands, or 
5, of /Others, and branding them all with a hot Iron, whereon 
•e Terfian Letters, tor a perpetual Badge of their Slavery, and 
others Hatred." Biodorus^ lib. xvii. f. JJ^^, and JuJHn, 

cap. 14. and Surdas in 'Ax45*»'<^P®"' ^X' ^^^ Number ot thole 
res was no more than Eight hundred ; but Tlutarch, and Arrian 
mtirely omitted the Story, undoubtedly becaufe they fufpcftcd 
ruth of it. The Reafbn why 1 do not approve of this Story, 
rauj[e,it is highly improbable, that thofe Citizens, who had ex- 
l Ariobarzanes, for fear of Alexander, would afterwards pre- 
to exafperate him, by mangling his Countrymen, in fb barbarous 
mcrj and if they had done Co, it is ftill more improbable, they 
I have delivery up themfelves, and their City, fb tamely as they 
^^ithout ftriking a Stroke. 

urtius tells us, 7/^. v. cap. 6. lo. that Alexander feiz'd Six thou* 
Talents here. He calls it Perfagada, and feys, Gobnres the Go- 
r delivered it up. 

["he burning of Fer/efolis, Curtius has given us at large, lib, v. 
. and affirms, that Thais, a noted Harlot, was the firft Propoier 
ting it on Fire. Plutarch gives us an Account of Jhais, but he 
: as a Story, which, in all likelihood, he gave little. Credit to. 
the Royal Palace there, was fet on Fire, none doubts; and that 
;done byDedgn, all Authors agree; but the Story of Thais is 
red, as a Truth, by none but himfelf, and Diod^rus, lib. xvii. p. 5-45'.- 
►L.I. N Curtim 
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the Will of Parmenio^ who intreated him to leave 
it untouch'd^ not only becaufe it was improper to 
l^il and deftroy ^hat he had gain'd by his Valour, 
but that he would^ thereby difoblige the Afiatics^ 
and render them lels benevolent to him ; for they 
would then fuppofe, that he would not keep Afia 
in his PofTeflion, but abandon it, as fbon as it was 
conquered, and laid wafte. To which Aleocander 
made Anfwer, That he was refblved to revenge the 
antient Injuries his Country had received by the 
Perjians^ who, when they arrived, with their Army, 
in Greece^ fubverted Athens^ burnt their Temples, 
and committed many other barbarous Devaftations 
there. But this, in my Opinion, feems to have 
been no prudent or politick Adion in Alexander^ 
and was no Revenge upon the ^ Perfians at all. 



CurtiHs adds, that no lefs than One hundred and twenty thou^pd 
Talents, in Money, were tound there, lib, v. caf. 6, 9. the* Plutarcb 
fcems not to allow this Booty in Money, to be richer than the former 
at Sufa i but adds, that of other Moveables, and Treafiires, there was 
feiz'd as much as a Thouiand Pair of Mules, and Five hundred Gtmels 
could well carry away. ViJ, Flut, Stefh. f. 24. -. That the Nameof Per- 
fe foils, was given this Place by the Greeks, is unqueftionable ; , but of 
this, fee more in the Criticifm prefixed to this Work. Curtius is guilty 
of a grofs Error, lib.w. r. 7.9. by laying, that " the City ofPerfefdis 
*' was fo fer from being rebuilt, tnat, umefs the River Araxes run near 
*' it, there are not left the leaft Signs, to guefs at the Place where it 

•* flood, (^c" Now what if I ihould fay, it was never ruined ? 

I am fure, neither Arrian, nor Strabo, nor even DiodorHSy vuliom Ow- 
tius commonly copies, acquaint us with the burning of any thing 
but the Royal Palace. Befides, Arritm mentions Alexander's Return 
to Terfepolis, after his Expedition into Iru^, and Diodorus talks of 
Ferfepolis ftiU as the Metropolis, in the Divifion of the Empire among 
Alexander's Succeflbrs, lib, xix. Antiochus is alfb faid to have at- 
tempted to reduce Pff/«'/>(?//x, Maccab,\x, 1. 

* This is certainly a juft Remark of Arrian^ for had Alexander 
taken this Place by Surprize, and been obliged to quit it again, it had 
been no impolitick Aftion, to luve fet the Palace on Fire; but as the 
Cafe flood, he did not fet Fire to one of the Verfian Palaces, but to a 
Palace of his own. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

KLEXANDEK^ then, direded his March 
\ into Media 3 for he had received Information^ 
t Darius was there. Now Darius had deter- 
led with himfeljf^ if Alep;ander refted at Babylon^ 
Sufa^ to remain in Media^ till he heard whethet 
Macedonian Soldiers attempted any Innovations ^ 

if he led his Army forwards, againft him, then 
would retire into Partbia, and Hyrcania^ or 
n into Ba^ria ; and, having laid all the Country 
ind him wafte, render it impoflible for Alexan^ 

to follow him. He, therefore, difpatch'd the 
>men, and all the Royal Furniture, which he 
1 had, and the Carriages, before him, to the 
)>ian Streigbts j but He, with the few Forces, 
ch he had newly levied, lay yet at Ecbatana. 
xander hearing this, hafted into M^dia^ and en* 
ng the Country of the ' Paritaca^ fubdued it, 

and 



mtmt 



Curtms has omitted this, and, what is amazing, if any thing in 
mantick an Author can be fb, he calls it but " Fifteen hundred 
rlongs fi'om Perfepolis to Ecifatana j but adds, that no Diftance 
m'd great, to Alexander's incredible Celerity,'* 116. v. cap, 8. a.— 
m tells us, that the King march'd Eleven Days, before he entered 
bnfines of Media, and even then, he was Three Days Joumej^ 
tmore, from Ecbata7iar-^ Now what an incredible HaftemuiB 
ander make, to march Fifteen hundred Furlongs, or One hundred 
ighty-feven Miles, in Fourteen Days ? *Tis alx)ve Thirteen Miles 
ay. I am miftaken, if one of our Country Turkey-drivers would 
Lurry on his Flock much fafter. Plutarch lends us fbme Light 
is Story, />. 17. by telling us, that Alexander in Eleven Days 
h'd Three thousand three hundred Furlongs, which is near, 
:y-eight Miles per Day i after which, he had flill Three I>ay^ 
icy to EcSatana, and perhaps more: So that the whole Difbnce 
I not be lefs than Four thoufand Furlongs, or Five hundred Miles. 

N a • Now 
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and appointed Oxatbres the Son of AbuUtas Gover« 
nor thereof, who had before been Frefident of Sufcu 
And when he received Notice, that Darius was re- 
fblved to meet him, and try the Fortune of another 
Battle, (for the Scythians^ and Cadujians had come 
in, to his AfEftance ) having ordered his Carriages, 
and Royal Furniture, to follow him, under a Guard ; 
he, with all his Forc^, marched forwards, in Order 
of Battle, and on the Twelfth Day, pitch'd his 
Tents in Media^ where he fbon underuood, that 
Darius was in no Condition to meet him, with the 
Forces he then had ; as alio, that neither the Cadih 
Jians^ nor Scythians had join'd him; and that he 
repofed all his Safety in a ]|>eedy Flight ; for which 
Reafbn, he was refblved to be the more hafty in 
his Furfuit. And when he came within Three Days 
Journey of Echatana^ he was met by Bift banes the 
Son of Ocbus^ who reign'd in Perfia before Darius : 
"He acquainted Alexander^ that it was now the 
Fifth Day, fince Darius had fled from thence, hav* 
ing carried out of Media^ Seven thoufand Talents 
ot Silver, and having with him, an Army of * Three 
thoufand Horfe, and Six thoufand Foot. When 
Alexander arrived at ^ Echatana^ he diipatchM the 

Stlbeffalian 



Now if we could iuppoie, that Curtim wrote Four thou&nd five 
hundred Furlongs, and his Tranfcribers> by Miftake, alter'dittoOne 
thoui&nd five hundred, his Account might be probable j but aslhafc 
no Authority for fuch an Alteration, better than Gueis-WQrk> I Ihall 
leave his Numbers faultv, as I found them. 

* Curtius pretends, that " DAtim had here an Army of Thirty 
« thoufand Foot, (Four thoufand of whom were Greeks) befidcs 
*< Four thou&nd Archers, and Slingers, and Three thoufand BMSrm 

«« Horfe," li&, v. cap. 8. 5. It he had, either he was the worft 

General, that ever headed an Army, or they, the cowardUefl Crew, 
that ever bore Arms. However, this is noted as an Error, by all 
Commentators. 

^ WchaveaftrangeContraftion here, in Curtius: He had told us, 
lib, V. cap. 7. that " Alexander y having made the lydan^ who was 
« his Guide intoPfr/Zo, a Prefcnt of ThSty Talents otSihrcr, departed 
^ from ^erfepolis^ and march'd into Mei^.^^ But now* (orgecta^ 

WW 
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fbeffalianj and auxiliary Troops of Horfe to- 
irds the Sca-coaft, and befides their whole Wages, 
iftowed a Gift of Two thoufand Talents upon the 
Idiers ; and at the fame time publifhed an Order, 
tt if any of them were willing to lerve him longer, 
r Wages, his Name fhould be regifter'd. Many 
them, therefore, gave in their Names. He then 
ler'd EpociUus the Son of Polyides^ with a Guard 
Horie, to convey thofe, to the Sea-fide, who 
)fe rather to return home, than follow his For- 
les : for the ^beffalians fold their Horfes there. 
J alfo fent Mmetes with them, to take care that 
(bon as they came to the Coaft, Ships fhould be 
Readineis, to tranfport them to Eubaa. ^ He 
er wards order'd Parmenio^ to lodge ail the Money, 

It he had fiid before, he feys, (t^, v. cap. 13." that having Intel<* 
gencc, that Darius was gone from Ec6atana, he left the Road 

rhich led into Media, and refblved to purfuehim." He then 

s OHj " When he came to Ta^as, thelaft City of the Paretacene, 

tefertcrs intorm'd him of Darins's Flight into Bactria*' In 

firfl place, no Author, befides himfelfT mentions any fiich Place 
"^ahas hereabouts y fecondly, Bifthanes the Son of Ocms met him 
ee Days Journey from £cbatana, and told him, Darius had fled 
ti thence. Five Days before j but for all that, Alexander proceeded 
[lis March to Zcbatanay as we are afTured both by Arriany and 
hoi thehrftof which Authors, acquaints us, *' that he carried all 
le Treafures, which he had feia'd in ferfiay thither, which he 
dg'd in the Gdllc there, and committed them to the Charge of 
trfaluj" And Strabo tells us, lf6, xi. " they amounted to One 
mdred and eighty thou&nd Talents. ;;:/- Eight thouiand (Arrian 
fs. Seven thouiand) were carried from Ecbatana by Darius, which 
ere, afterwards, feiz'd by thofe who murder*d him." This Num- 
Df One hundred and eighty thoufand Talents, comes pretty nigh 
ius's Computation, who £iys. Fifty thoufand were £t\z*6, at Sufa, 
hundred and twenty thouiand at PerfefoUsy and Six thoufand at 
tgadd. 

Plutarch takes notice of his fendmg the thejfalian Horfe home, 
y, Mdu, Stefh. but Curtius has not mentioned a Syllable of it. 
rever, there is a vail Chafm, not fiur from whence, and perhaps 
Circumflancc may have been loft. 

All the Concluiion of this Chapter, is entirely omitted by Cnr^ 
V and indeed, he takes up fb much Room in long Speeches, and 
lefi Defcriptions of Places, that he negle^s fcveraTTlungs, which 
id be nni^h mor^ ixitterial. I 

N J brought 
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brought out of Perfia^ in the Caftle of Ecbatana^ 
and deliver the Charge thereof to Harpalus^ whom 
he appointed to prefidc over his Trafiircs there, 
and with whom he left a Guard of Six thoufand 
Macedonians^ and fbme of his auxiliary Horie. He 
then difpatch'd him fParmenioJ with the Fo- 
reigners, and l^raciansj and the reft of the Horfe, 
except the Royal Cohort, along the Confines of the 
Cadufians^ into Hyrcania. He alfb wrote to Clitus 
Captain of the Royal Cohort, that when he came 
from Sufa to Ecbatana^ ( for he was left there, for 
the Recovery of his Health ) he fliould take thofe 
Macedonians^ whom he had appointed to guard the 
Treafures, and march with them againft the Par^^ 
tbiansy whither alio he would foon follow him. 

CHAP. XX. 

THEN, taking with *im his auxiliary Horfc, 
and the Forlorn Hope, with the mercenary 
Troops commanded by Erigyius^ and the Macedo* 
»/^» Phalanx, (except thole who were appointed 
to guard the Treafures ) as alfo the Archers, and 
^grians^ he march'd in Purfuit of Darius. And x 
notwithftanding many of his Soldiers fainted on 
the Road, and many of his Horfes died, thro* ex- 
ceffive Wearinefs, he ftill refolved to continue thQ 
iame Expedition 5 and accordingly, on the Eleventh 
Pay, arrived at ' Kbages. This City is one Day's 
Journey diftant from tlje Cafpian Streigbts^ accoid. 
ing to j4kxanderh Manner of marching an Army, 
3ut Darius had already pafs'd thro* thefe Streigbts^ 
whereupon many of bis Followers retum'd to tiieir 
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ibitations, and not a few, furrender'd chemfeives 
Alexander. He then, laying afide all Hopes of 
er being able to overtake Darius^ by the utmoft 
Lpedition he could make, refted there five Days ; 
1 having refreflied his Army, after the Fatigues 
Travel, he appointed * Oxydatesj a Perfian^ 
ho had been taken Prifoner by Darius^ and con- 
ed at SufaJ Governor of Media ; for this Con- 
ement of his, by Darius^ gain'd him Credit with 
exander. He then march'd, with his Army, 
linft the Partbians, and encamp'd the firft Day 
ir the Cafpian Streigbts^ which he entered the 
ly after, and came into a fruitful Country ^ and 
he was refolved there to lay in a Stock of Fo- 
;e for his Army, becaufe he had heard, that the 
ler Parts of the Country lay uncultivated, and 
fte, he difpatch'd C(jenus^ with his Horfe, and 
ne Part of his Foot, to gather in Stores for that 
irpofe. 



V 



CHAP. XXI. 

BOUT this Time, * Bagiflanes the Babylch 

^ nian^ a noted Man, and with him, Antibelus 

; Son of MaZi^uSy came to Alexander ^ from Da-* 

This Promotion of Oxydatest is taken notice of b/ Curtius', but 
places it after the Death of Darius. 

' Curtius tells us a romantick Story of one Melon, Darius's Inter- 
jter, ii^.v. f/»/>. 13.7. who, being taken, gave Alexander Intelli- 
icc : Afterwards, Orjyllos, and Mythracenes, two Defertcrs from 
fusy offered their Service, to condud him.— Of all which, we 

^e not a Word dfcwherc Then he adds, « When they had tra- 

iTcU'd Three hundred Furlongs, they met Brocnbelus the Son of 
U^x^iiSy who affured them, that Darius was not above Two hun- 
dred Furlongs ofF.*'— — T\^Brocubelus is, unrfbubtcdly, the lame 
ixh Arrian*sjintihelus. Hewever, Cwtw/lfismiftaken, by. making 
a and B/^pfiham come fcparatcly, lor they came together. 

N 4 rius's 
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rms Army, and acquainted him, that Naharzanes^ 

a Captain of a Thoufand Horfe, and one of thofe 

>vho had accompanied him in his Flight, with Beffus 

Governor of BaStriay and * Brazes Prefer of the 

Arachotiy and Drangce^ had feiz'd Darius^ and held 

him in Cuftody. Alepiander hearing this, imagined 

there was now more need of Expedition than ever j 

wherefore, taking with him only his auxiliary Forces, 

his light Horfe, and his ftouteft, and beft marching 

Troops of Foot, without waiting for the Return of 

Ccjenusy and thofe whom he had lent a foraging, 

and having given the Command of thofe, whom he 

Jeft behind, to CrateruSj he order'd them to mtarch 

moderately. Thofe who accompanied him, carried 

no more than their Arms, and two Days Provifions. 

Then, 4II that Night, they continued their March, 

and till Noon the next Day, when allowing his 

Soldiers a little Refl, he again march'd all the 

next Night, and early in the Morning enter'd the 

Camp, from whence Bagifianes came, but found not 

the Enemy. There, he was aflured, that Darius 

was carried Prifbner, in his Chariot 5 that Bejfus 

had ufurp'd the Imperial Title, and was named 

General, by the Ba6lrian Horfe, and all the other 

Barharians^ except Artabazus^ and his Sons, and 

the Greek Mercenaries, who continued fliU &ithfiil 

to Darius^ and could not hinder what had happened; 

l>ut that they had left the great Road, and retired 

^o the Mountains, refufing to hold Correfpondence 

with Bejfus. He alfo received Advice, that thofe 

who had the King in Cuflody, had determined, if 

AletAander continued his Purfiiit, to deliver him up, 

and confult their own Safety ; but ijf he left it ofl^ 

they would raife as great an Army a3 they could. 



* T\i\%'BrAXAs is calPd J4rx/»tf»/«, in feveral Pkces mArrian-y and 
that is the true Reading, this being no more than only the laft part of 
the Name lpj>t oiF, and one Letter tranipofe}, which is coxnmoa 
pnough,^ 

and 
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nd (bare the Empire among them^ that Beffus 
ras declared General of the Army, at prefent, as 
rell becaufe of the great Ncceffity there was for 
im about Darius^s Perfon, as becaui(e he w,as taken 
^rifoner in his Province, jilexander hearing this^ 
siblved to continue his March, with all poflible 
peed i and tho* his Men, as well as their Horfesj 
rere harrals'd, with inpeflant Labour, he neverthe- 
jfi proceeded, and travelling hard all that Night, 
nd till Noon the next Day, arrived at a certain 
tillage, where they, who led Darius about, had 
itch'd their Tents, the Day before; and being 
lere further affured, that they defigned to march 
y Night, he inquired of the Inhabitants, if they 
new any nigher Road, than that by which they 
led, that he might the fooner overtake them , they 
old him, they did ; but that it led thro* a Country 
lefart, and deftitute of Water. He, notwithftand- 
ng, order'd them to be his Guides ^ and when he 
mderftood, that the Foot could not poffibly keep 
*ace with the Horfe, in lb hafty a March ; he com- 
nanded about Five hundred Horfemen to alight, 
ind the Captains of Foot, and others of their beft 
Men, luch as were heavy-armM, to mount their 
Horfes. He alfo ordered Nicanor^ Captain of hii 
Cargeteers, and v4f/^/«5 Commander of the y^gri-' 
ms^ to march, with thofe who were light-arm'd, 
dong the great Road, which Bejfusj and his Com- 
3anions, had taken. The reft of the Foot, were 
left to follow in Order. He let forwards at the 
Zlofe of the Evening, and proceeded with the ut- 
noft Vigour ^^ and having march*d Four hundred 
Furlongs that Night, early the next Morning, came 
up with the Barbarians^ who were flying, all in 
Diibrder, and unarmed. A few of them drew up 
in Ranks, as if they had defign'd to defend them- 
felves } but the greateft part, at the firft Sight of 
Alexander^ tum'd their Backs, without ftriking one 

plow ; Aod even when a few of tbof^ who betook 

them*/ 
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themielves to their Arms, were ' cut o% the reft 
fled. Beffits^ and his G)mpanion5, ftill earned Da^ 
rius about in a ^ Chariot ^ but perceiving Alexander 
at hand, < Satibarzdnes^ and Barzaentesj after hav- 
ing given him feveral grievous Wounds there, leA 
him; and with a Party of Six hundred Horfe, hafted 
away ; fbon afi^ which, Darius^ before Alexander 
had yet feen him, died of his Wounds. 



CHAP- XXII. 

ALEXANDER fent the Body of Darius into 
Perfia^ to be interred in the Royal Maufolaum 
there, among the antient ' Perfian Rings, his Pre- 

decellbrs. 



9 No kfs Number than Three tkouOmd were flam here> fays Cur* 
tmsy lib, V. cap, 13.19. but without any Shew of Probability. 

^ Plutarch 2Smes us, p, 28. ^' That Darius was found lying along 
** tskz Chariot, all over wounded with Darts, and juft at the Point 3[ 
•* Death." However, for all this, Curtiusy Ub^ v. caf.ix, 17. will 
have it, " That he was laid in a dirty Cart, covered with raw Hides, 
^' like the meaneft Captive, and chain'd with Golden Chains. -« I am 
furc, Iron ones would have fiiited his dirty Cart much better.—— 
However, he proceeds; ** tdyfiratusy 2l Macedonian, as he was drink- 
** ing at a Spring, firft eQ>ied the Darts (ticking in the Bodies of the 
** Oxen, and his Curiofity drawinig him to fee the Reason, he found 
^ a Man in the fame Condition, whom, looking upon more narrowly, 
•* he knew to be Darius," Jufiin agrees wiui Curtius. •— - If the 
Story of the dirty Cart, and raw Hi£s, plcafcs any of my Readers, 
lie is welcome to it : ^s for my part, I look upon it to be little more 
than a Rhetorical Fidiion j and am of Opinion, the fame thing may 
be laid of Rhetoricians, as of Poets,— iMKr4»«U canunt, fed nan ere- 
imda. 

, ' Curtius makes* no mention of either of thefe, as Dariuis Mur- 
derers $ he onlvfays, it was comnutted by Bejfast and his Aflbciates. 
However, botn oJc them were afterwards taken, and put to Death, 
fx being guilty of this Faft, and even Bejfus him&lr did not lonjg^ 
^feipe. 

■ This Darius, accordii^ to Dioderttt, Ub.xvu ^.490. was not of 
the Blood-Royal of X^terfim^ Moaarch$, but a Plcbeiaiu However, 
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leceilbrs. After which, he oonftituted * yfmmynapes 
he Parthian^ C>^ho, with Idazaces^ had yielded 
Egypt into his Hands ) Governor 01 Partbia^ and 
iyrcania ; and ^leplemus the Son of Pytbopbanes^ 
»ne of his Friends, was order'd to affift him in the 
Ifiairs of his Government. Thus died Darius^ in 
he Month Ecatombaionj when Ariftopbon was Archon 
t Atbens : A Prince unexpert, and imprudent, in 
Varlikc Affairs ; but as to other Matters, one who 
lever attempted any Invafion upon the Rights of 
lis Subje&s: neither, indeed, could he ^ for asibon 
s he aicended'the Throne, his Dominions were 
ttack'd, by the joint Forces of the Greeks^ and 
\Iacedonians : for which Reafbn, it would not have 
>een fafe for him, to have injured his own People, 
irhen he had fb much need of their Afliftance. As 
ong as he lived, one Calamity immediately ieiz'd 
lim after another; neither enjoy 'd he the leaf): 
l^oment's Eafe, ft'om the Time that he afcended 
he Throne. For his Reign was ulher'd in, with 
hat difmal Equeftrian Defeat at the River Granicus ; 
bon after which, enfued the Lofs of /o«/^, and 
Jiolia ; both Pbrygias^ Lydia^ and all Caria^ ex- 
:ept Halicarnajfus ^ and in a little time, that of Ha* 
icarnajfus alfb, with all the Sea-coaft, as far as 
Ulicia : Then followed the fad Overthrow at IffuSg^ 
vhere his Mother, Wife, and Children were taken 
i^ptives J fbon after which, Pbotnicia^ and ^gypt 
urere wrefled out of his Hands. Then fucceeded 



BagMs, an Eunuch, having poifbned Ochus, placed his youngeft Soo 
4r/es, or Arfames, upon the Throne : ArftSy dctefting this villainous 
K€t, ddiened to have puniihed him j which Bagoas underftanding, 
lifpatch^'a him, and all his Race, and rai&d CoJomanntts to the Em* 
>ire, vrho, thereu^n, ailiimed the Name of Darms. 

* Curtius calls him Menapis, lib. vi. caf, 4. if. and adds, that he 
3eing baniihed by Ochus, was entertained by FhtUp, However that 
9n&y he had obtamed the Favour at Court afterward, ioEtf, as to have 
Part of the Government of Mgyft confarr'd on him. He takes no 
notice of ?Artlm bdpg raia'd tg his CoYermneiit> nor of lUfdenuts 

thc 



\ 
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the laft, and fatal Battle of Arhela^ where ht was 
one of the firft who fled^ and where he loft a vaft 
Army, made up of all the Nations mider his Power ^ 
foon after which, he was forced to abandon his own 
Kingdoms, and wandered in Exile, where, being 
feiz a by thofe about him, he was, at the fame time, 
a King, and a Captive^ among his own People; 
when, after much ignominious Ufage recdved by 
thoie who hurried him from Place to Place, he was, 
at laft, barbaroufly betrayed, and murdered, by 
thofe, in whom he moft confided. Thefe Diiafters 
purfued Darius^ to the laft Moment of his Life; 
but after his Death, he was honoured with a Royal 
Interrment, his Children received a Princely Al« 
lowance, and Education, from Alexander^ as if their 
Father had (till reign'd ; and Alexander himielf took 
his Daughter to Wife. Darius was about Fifty Tears 
of Age, when he died. 



CHAP. xxm. 

ALEXANDER having gathered up thofe, 
whom he was forced to leave behind^ march'd 
into Hyrcania^ which is fituate on the Left Hand of 
the Way which leads to BaCiria ; which Road is 
bounded on one Side, by a Chain of Mountains, high, 
and inacceilible ; but on the other, is a fpadous Plain, 
extending itfelf, even to the great Sea : and this 
Way he led his Army, the rather, becaufe he was 
informed, that the foreign mercenary Troops, whicb 
lerved Darius^ had retreated into the Mardian 
Mountains ^ wherefore, he was refblved to bring 
the Mnrdi under Subjedtion. Having, therefore, 
divided his Forces into Three Parts, he himfelf 
took the fhortefl, and mdBt difficult Roads, becaufe 
he led the beftj and fbuteft Part of the Army. 

Otaterus^ 
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^atetusy with his own, and Amyntas^s Troops, and 
frith the Archers, and ibme Horfe, he diQ>atch'd 
igainft ttie fapuri ; but Erigyius was order'd to 
&A the foreign Troqps, and the remainder of th6 
3orfe, by a finoother, and eafier Road, tho' Ibme- 
rhat longer ^ and to his Care was committed the 
Chariots, and Baggage-Waggons, and the reft of 
he Multitude. Having, therefore^ pafs'd over the 
irft Mountains, and placed Guards there, he, with 
lis Targeteers, and tome of the fwifteft of the 2ild^ 
edonian Phalanx, befides a few Archers, enter'd a 
Load extreamly rugged, and difficult, and having 
laced Guards, where-ever he apprehended Danger, 
dd the Barbarian Mountaineers ihould fall upon 
liofe who were to follow, and cut them off; h^ 
rith his Archers, having pais'd the Streights, en- 
imp'd in a champaign Country, near a imall River, 
[ither, ' N^arzanesj a Captain of a Thoufand 
lorfe under Darius^ and ^ Pbradapbernesy Governor 
f Hyrcania^ and Partbiaj and others of the Perfian 

Nobility, 



' NaSarxjtnes, according to Curtiusy fent a Letter firftj which he 
ires us. Word for Word, lib. vi. caf. 4. 8. but as moft of his Let- 
's, as well as his Speeches, are contrived by the Author himielf; 
:h Forgeries are, in my humble Opinion, the Corruption of Hi- 
»ry. He then proceeds to give us lome Geographical Description 
the Situation of the Countries, thro' which Alexander pafs'd, andh 
?ntions the Cerceu, the Mofyni, and Chalybes, on his Left Hand» 
i the Leueofyri, and the Fields of the AmazA>nsy on his Right.— —• 
lis is a moft excellent Geographer I Here are but five Countries 
rationed, and the Situation of every one of them is faliely pointed 
t, as may be ealily perceived, by confiilting Vtdemeyy Strabo, Pliny, 
cvyf. Pieri^g, 8cc. He then goes to work to defcribe the Caffian 
I, and gives us the Opinions ot feveral, concerning it, which are 
, now, well known to be ialie. He had, jufl before, taken a vaft 
il of Pains to defcribe a Couple of Rivers, one of which, no body 
mtions, befides himfelf, and the other is little to his purpofe, and 
ght as well have been omitted. 

^CurtiuscsL^ him Fhrataf hemes, libM, cap,^, xj. and AutophrA^ 
tes he names Phradates i ^nd adds, that Alexander then arrived at 
•vas. Where this was, is not known, no Geographer mentioning 
f £ich Place, at leaft thereabouts. Ortelm imagines, it may be 

th^ 
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Nobility, of great £fteem with Darius ^ came, and 
furrender'd themfdves to Alexander. Wherefore^ 
tarrying there four Days, Part of his Forces, which 
he nad iefc by the Way, came up with him, and 
another Part pals'd by him lafe ; but a Party of 
Barbarian Mountaineers attacked the Agrians^ who 
were left to condu A a Troop of neM^rais'd Men ; 
yet being repuls'd, l^ their Darts, they fbon de- 
parted. Alexander moving firom thence, march'd 
into Hyrcania^ towards the City Zadracarta : and at 
this Time, came Craterus^ with the Troops under 
his Command, who had not found the foreign mer- 
cenary Troops of Darius^ which they ibught ; but 
they had brought all the Country, thro' which they 
pafs'd, under Subjedion, part thereof by Force, 
and part by a voluntary Surrender of the Inhabi- 
tants. Erygyius alio, with the Chariots, and Bag- 
gage, arrived there ; and not long after, ^ Artaba-^ 
zus^ and three of his Sons, Copben^ Ariobarzanes^ 
and Arfames^ came to Alexander ^ attended by Em- 

■ I «■ ■ III II ' ■ 

the fame with Ptolemey's jirmufa 5 but this is no more than a Con- 
jedhire, from fbme Amnity in their Names. However, .Atrian 2I- 
fiires us, that Craterus, and Erigyius met him, on his Way to Z/»- 
dr Heart n. 

^ Artahnzusy with Memnon, (whofe Sifter he had married^ had 
revolted from Ochusy and fled into Macedonia to Fhilif, in whole 
Court they continued, till, by the Mediation of Mentor, Memnon's 
Brother, they were pardon'd, and recalFd. Alexander could not be 
then above Seven Years of Age, Curtius tells us, " this ArtabazMs 
" prefented his Nine Sons to Alexander" — That he might eafily do, 
if what Diodorus adds, lib. xvi. be true, (viz..) That he had Eleven 
Sons, and Nine Daughters, all by one Wife. However, he is con- 
tradidJred here, by Arrian, who afliires us, he had only Three of his 
JJons with him, and gives us their Names, (viz.) Co f hen, Ariobar^ 
zanes, and Arfames j the fccond of which, I am ftrongly of Opinion, 
is the fame who block'd up the Perfian Streights with a Wall, chaf. xviii. 
and afterwards made his Efcape thro* the Mountains. The Name 
is the very fame, in the befl Manufcript of Arrian extant, as Grvno^ 
vius aflures us j and notwithflanding Curtius caufes him to be (lain, 
with all his Followers, near Ferfepolis, lib. v. cap, 4. 34. He has 
done it after a romantick Manner : And this is not the firft of his {lain 
Heroes, who has come to Life again. 

bailadors 
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li&dors from the foreign Mercenaries which ferved 
ariusj as alfb Autopbradates Governor of the Sr2i* 
\fu^ Autapbradates he reftored to his Government, 
id Artdbazus^ and his Sons, he held in high Efteem, 

well becaufe they were Ibme of the chief P^- 
tn Nobility, as for their great Fidelity to DO' 
^s : But when the ^ EmbafTadors from the Grecian 
ercenary Troops required, that he would receive 

Foreigners into Friendfliip, he returned Anfwer, 
It he would enter into no Artides with them, 
caufe their Offence was heinous, in taking up 
ms for the Barbarians^ againft their own Qmn* 
', in dired Oppofition to the general Decree of 
eece. However, he commanded that they fhould 

either come and furrender themfelves, that he 
|ht difpoie of them according to his Fleafiire, or 
Ft for themfelves, as well as they could, after- 
rds. They, hereupon, agreed not only to com- 
: themfelves, but others, into his Power, if he 
uld condefcend to fend them a Captain, to con« 
ft them fafe to him. Their whole Number was 
1 to be about One thoufand five hundred. Alex^- 
ler hereupon difpatch'd Andronicus the Son of 
gerus^ and Artabazus thither, for that Furpofe. 



Curtim mentions no fewer than Ninety Embailadors, lib. yi. 
f, 10.— A fgood round Number! which we might rather take 
the Remains of an Army, than an Embafly. However, jtrrum 
us right, by afliirmg us, there were Four from yhcLaceddmmians^ 
from the Athenians t One from the Carthaginiafu, and fbme from 
Sj^n^Mns, but what Number he mentions not : however, we 
lot reasonably fuppofe them above Three, or Four. So that this 
hty Number of Ninety Embifladors, vviU, in all Probability, 
adle to Nine, or Ten j unlefr we have a mind to reckon their 
•le Retinue, Embafladors, and bring in their Valet sk Chamhres, 
Shoe^ blacker s, to fwell the Account. 





CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

HE, then^ direfted his March againfl; the Mardi^ 
taking with him, his Targeteers, Archers, and 
jigfians^ with Canus^ and Amyntas's Troops^ and 
Half of the auxiliary Horfe, and Darten ^ for he 
had conftituted a Troop of Darters, who (hould 
fight on Horiebactc. And he fbon over-run a gi*eat 
Part of the Country of the Mardsy many of the 
Inhabitants flying ^ lome, indeed, betook themielves 
to 4rms, and were flaih, and many were taken Fri- 
ibners. ' None, before Alexander^ had ever at- 
tempted to enter that Country, in a hoftile Manner, 
partly becaufe of the fteep and rugged Hills, which 
muft be pais'd over, and partly becaufe of the Fo« 
verty.or the Inhabitants; which Poverty, makes 
them warlike, at the fame time when they are not 
worth the conquering: For which Ileafon, they 
never iu{pe<%ing Alexander would have attacked 
them, (becaufe they had heard, that he was already 
marcn d beyond them) were over-run on a fudden. 
However, many of them fled to the Mountains, 
which are there fleep, and craggy, imagining, that 
he would never attempt to diflurb them there. 
But when they found their Miflake, they fent Mefl 
iengers to him, and furrender'd themfelves and 
Country into his Hands. Having, then, difmiis'd 



* We have an exceeding romantick Story given us of this, by Cur- 
tiuf, which my Readers may fee, lik. vi. caf, f, I have neither 
Room, nor Leiuire, to tranfcribe it, nor is it worth my while, to 
animadvert upon it. He tells us, Aiex/mder loft his Horfe Bucephalus 
there; hat Arrian gives us the &me Story, as happening among the 
UxiL However, Tlutarch inclines to the former Opinion. 

themf 
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Q, he appointed j^topbradates^ Governor of the 
iri^ to prefide over them ; and returning into 
C^amp, from whence he fet forth on his £xpe« 
n againft the Mardiy he found the Greek Mer • 
ries, who were come to him ; as alio the Lace^ 
mian Embafladors, who had been difpatch'd 
)arius : • Thefe were, CaUifiratidas^ Paufippus^ 
musy Anomantus ; and Dropides the £mbailadqr 
le Athenians ; all which, having order'd to be 
I, he committed them to Cuflc^y. The Sin(h 
Enibafladors he fet £"66, becaufe the Sinopeans 
never a part of the Commonwealth of Greece^ 
vere fubjed to the Perfians j for which Reaibn, 
^emM them guilty of no Crime, in fending an 
afly to their Kii^. As to the reft of the Greeks y 
ydho had; entered into the Perfian Service, be- 
he League and Confederacy of their Country- 
with the Macedoniansy he let free; and with 
, Heraelides the Cartbagini/zn £mbafIador. The 
le ordered to take up Arms for him, on the 
Conditions they had ferved Darius. Over 
I he appointed Andronicusy who brought them, 
efide as Captain, whom he judg'd to have 
ired well, becaufe he had taken the beft Means^i 
e Frefervation of their Lives. 

CHAP. XXV. 

tT£R • this, he hafted with his Army to 

Zeudracartay the chief City of Hyrcaniay 

s was the Royal Palace ; and' having tarried 



reabouts, Cttrtiui |>kces hid AmazMmm CamfU ttid here he 
s the Story ot the Amax^nian Queen coming to jiUxandir% 
I (hall takeaotict^y in my Oh&x^mom ugoskJirriMm, Uh.^u. 

* ■ ^ 

»(. t O there 
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there fifteen Days, facrificed to the Gods, after the 
Maimer of his Country, and exhibited Gymnick 
Exercifes, he begun his March againft the Partbi- 
ans. Then he {)ais'd into the Arian Confines, to 
Sufia^ a City of the Arii^ where Satibarzanes 
' Governor of Aria^ came to meet him. He reftored 
him his Government, and with him, lent Anaxippus^ 
one of his Friends, at the Head of a Party of Forty 
Archers, on Horfeback, whom he appointed to 
guard the Places, that the Arii might fuftain no 
Damage by his Army, in their March thro' their 
Country. About this Time, arrived certain * Per- 
fians^ with News, that Bejfus had afTumed the 
Ke£la Slara^ or Turban, and the Petfian Vcft, 
Enfigns of Royalty, and laying afide the Name of 
Bejfus^ would be ftiJed Artaxerxes, -King of Afia ; 
that he had with him the Perfian Troops, which 
had fled into BaSlria^ and great Numbers of the 
Ba£irians^ and daily expeded the Arrival of fbme 
Confederate Scythians. Alexander having now all 
his Forces together, direded his Mafch towards 
Ba£iria ^ for here Pbilip the Son of Msnelaus came 
to him from Media^ with the mercenary Troops 
of Horfe under his Command, and the fbejfalians^ 
who, by his Order, tarried behind in the Camp, 
befides the Recruits led on by Andromacbus ^ for 
Meaner the Son of Parmenie^ Captain of the Ta^ 



Curtius acquaints us, lib. vi. caf, 6. 13. that Satihurzjtnes Go- 
vernor of the Ariiy gave him this Intelligence. He has told us 
'ix>thing of the Behaviour of jilekamier's Sddiers among the Aru^ 
nor o^ Anaxiff us y but, inftcad of that, has obliged us with a Story 
of Alexander's fetting fire to, and burnmg ^ their Baggage; by which 
means, that rich, and almo^ ineilimaUe Furniture, which the Pfr- 
fiiins had been fo many Years, and perhaps Ages, in amafling toge- 
ther, and they had run £0 much Hazard in acquiring, was confumed, 
in a Moment. However, he aflures us, it was deem'd abiblutdj 
necei&ry, all fhould go together j for Wealth incited thcna to Luxury, 
and Luxury enervated them, and made them n^led their martial 
Discipline. 
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irSj was now dead. As Alexander was upon his 
:h into Bailria^ he received Information, that 
^arzanes Governor of the yiriiy having flairt 
xiippusj and the Archers^ his Attendants^ had 
d the Country, and ordered them to meet at 
Zitf Artacoana^ where is the Royal Palace of* 
4rian Princes. He had alio refblved, as fbon 
J received News that Alexander was march'd a 
further ofl^ to lead his Army to Beffits^ that 
)y their joint Force, they might be able to 
h the Macedonians^ where^ever they met them. 
;n Alexander heard this, he poftpon'd bis Jour* 
nto Baiiriaj and taking with him his auxiliary 
e, his Darters on Horfeback,^ his Archers, and 
ansy as alio Ccenus" and Amyntas's Troops, 
ng the reft of the AriAy there, under Craterus^ 
larch'd fuddenly againft Satibarzanes^ and the 
, and having travelled Six hundred Furlongs 
wo Days, came to ^ Artacoana, Satibarzanes 
bdner perceived his Approach, than he was 
k with Aftonifhment, at the Expedition he had 
I i wherefore, with a ^ few of the Artan Horfe- 

he 



fhall here prefent my Readers with a Specimen of the Diffe- 
which we fometimes meet With, in antient Authors, about 
■ame of one Town, jirrian, here, calls this City Artacoana % 
>me Manufcripts, Attacoan-, but the beft, according to Grono^ 
Arcioana'i Curtitu, Artacacna, and fbme Editions, ArUacranai 
*usy Chortacana-, StraSo, ArBacana^ ^xAftQlemef, Articaudna, 
lurtiusy Ub. vi. caf, if. calls thefe few, no fewer than Two 
md, and tells us a Story " of Thirteen thoufiind ArH, who had 
*d a Rock, and fecured themfclves upon it, and were refblved 
iefefld themfclves. Whereupon, Alexander left Craterut to 
egethem, and hafted after SatiSarzanes i hatSatUarzanes be- 
gone out of his Reach, he rcturn*d to the Siege of this Rock» 
yaterus*''^ Well, in fliort, they piled vaft Heaps of Wood, as 
as the Rock, which they fct Fire toj whereupon the Barba* 
finding the Place too hot fiir them/fomc of them caft them- 
down the Rock, fonle, half burnt, were taken Captives, and 
s were Immt to Death.—* Cnrt'iHs then goes on, caf* 6. 33- 
►m hence> (that is, from the Siege of this Rock ) he (Alexan- 

O a dm^) 
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he made his £icape ; many of his Soldiers^ wheif 
they were 'aflfured that the Enemy was at hand^ de- 
Icrcing from him in his Flight. Alexander ieiz'd as 
many as he knew were guilty of the Revolt, smd 
thoie who had forfaken their Habitations, and ufid 
them with Rigour, patting fbme to Death, and 
lending others into Slavery : And having then ap- 
pointed * Arfaces the Perfiattj Governor of the ykii^ 
he, with thofe Forces which he had before left with 
Craterusj marching againft the Zarangai^ came to 
the imperial City ^ but * Barfaentes^ one of thofe 
who miirder'd Darius in his Flight, and was then 
Prince of that Country, hearing of his Approach, 
fled to the Indians^ on the other Side the River 
Indus : but they having ieiz'd him, ient him to yffe»- 
ander^ who, for his Treachery to Darius^ commanded 
him to be put to Death. 



€C 
€€ 
CC 



Jer) returned to Craterus, who bcfieged ArtAciUTm^ and only. 

waited tor the King's coming, that he might have the Honour 

of taking it." This is very ftrange ! Either Craterm was with 

Alex/inder all the while, tiU the Rock; was delivered up, and the 
Story of his having almofl taken jirtacacrMf is falfej or, if jiUxan- 
der difpatch'd him, with any Party of Men, to befiege jirtacacjM, 
before. thcLfiid.Rpck was furrender'd, he has been guilty of an ua-r. 
pardonable OmifTion. Half Stories are generally unintelligible, and 
had better be left: out. 

5 This Arfaces is a Corruption, for it ought to be Arfam%s* He 
lyas one of the Sons of Artabax,us, 

^ I fancy, this Barzaentes is the fame whom jirrian mentions, 
cbi^t* xxi. by the Name of Brazjts, Prefect of the jirAchotU and- 
Drang^, Whether the Drangd and ZftrangA be the ^ime People, I 
am not able to give an Account, jirrian, and Plif^t make them 
different. However, it they be different, they cannot be far difbnt, 
and the Stories in uirrisn, concerning the Zarangi, Cnrfitis, Diodo^ 
ruiy and Strabo give us of the Drangi : and that an Z might be mi-* 
ftaken for a Greek ^, is a Matter which will be allowed^ without 
much Difficulty. 





^ L CHAP. 
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G H A P. XXVL 

T this Time, Alexander was affured, that 
* Pbilotas the Son of Parmenio had confpired 
inft his Life. Ptohtney^ and Ariftobulus acquaint 

that when the Treafon was firft divulged to 
I in JEgypt^ he rejefted the Information, as deeiti- 

it highly improbable, not only becaufe of the 
lent Friendihip, and Honour he had for his Fa- 
: Parmenio^ but alio becaufe of the extraordi- 
f Confidence he had repofed in him. But Pto^ 
?y eliewhere tells us, that Pbilotas being brought 
3re a Council of the Macedonians^ and grievoufly 
Lifed by Alexander^ was then acquitted ; but 
Twards, frefh Circumftances appearing, and d 
/ Charge being drawn up againfl: him, and 

Accomplices, among other things, one, in 
ticular, was, that he had confefs'd his having 
>wledge of a certain Confpiracy againft his So- 
Bign's Life, which he never divulged, notwith^ 
iding he had all the Opportunity he could wifh, 
nake a Difcovery, having free Accefi into the 



Curtius has fpent no lefs than five long Chapters, upon this 
e Circumftance, of Philotas's Accufation, and Defence. He has 
Q us the feveral Qucftions, and Anfwcrsj Replies, and Rejoinders, 
I £0 much Nicety, and defcribed every minute Particular, relating 
:to, fb accurately, that one would almoft fwear, he had been 
. for Council, on one Side or the other, himiclf j tho*, after all, 
iich doubt, whether the greateft part of what he has advanced, 
1 that Head, be not Fidfcion, as well as mod of his Speeches and 
ers are. But as his Work is in every body's Hands, I fhall not 
ble my Readers with Remarks upon it, but refer them to the 
y itfdf, Ui. yl f^f* 7, 8, ^, i o, 1 1 . 

O 3 Roy»l 
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Royal Tent twice every Day. Upon this, * Pbilo^ 
tas^ and all the reft of the Confpirators, were (lain 
by Darts from the Macedonians which furrounded 
them. PolydamaSj one of Alexanders Friends^ was 
immediately difjpatch'd away to Parmenio^ with Let- 
ters from himi to the Captains of the Army in 
Media^ who, at that time, were Cleander, Sitalces^ 
and Menides^ who commanded there, under PoT'- 
tnenio ; and by them, ' Parmenio was put to Death; 
either becaufe Alexander deem'd it unlikely, that 
Pbilotas Ihould form lb deep a Con{piracy againft 
his Life, and his Father be ignorant thereof, or 
rather, tho* perhaps he might think him innocent, 
he might at the fame time think it dangerous, having 
ilain the Son, to luffer his Father to fiirvive, efpc* 
cially fince his Power was lb vaft, both with Alex* 
andery and the Army, as well Macedonians as Fo- 
ircigners ; over a great Part of whom, by his Sovc* 
reign's G>mm^nd, he had often prdided, both in 
his Courfe, and otherwife, and acquitted himfelf 
with the higheft Applaufe. 



' * They were ftoned to Death, as Curttus informs us, according to 
the Cuftom of tht Macedonians, lih, vi. r/i/>. 1 1 . 58. 

^ The Circumftanccs of Farmenjo^s Death, Curt'ius ha$ given us, 
yrhether true or falfe. However, he lays, Ub.v'n, caf.%. 17. that 
** Cleander firft ftabb'd him in the Side, and then in the Throat; and 
*' afterwards, the reft, (namely, Sitalces, and MenUas, I fuppolc) 
'• fhamefully mangled the dead Body : Then Cleander cut oflF the 
** Head, and feat it to Alexander i and the Body was buried by tl^e 
?* Soldiers/' 








CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

^HE fame Authors add, that ' Amyntas the 
Son of Andromenes^ was accufed before the 
ncil, and with him, Polemm^ Attains^ and 
mias^ his Brothers, as privy to the Conlpiracy 
nft Alexander^ by reafbn of their extraordinary 
macy with Philotas : and the Sufpicion o£ their 
It was much ftrengthcn'd among the common 
pie, becaufe, when Pbilotas was apprehended^ 
•/»(}», one of thofe Brothers, fled to the Enemy. 
: when Amyntas^ who, with his two Brothers 
ch ftood their Ground, had taken their Tryal, 
pleaded his Caufe fb well, that they were all ac- 
tted ; immediately after which, before the Coun- 
rofe, he begg'd leave to go, and bring his Bro- 
p back to Alexander-^ which being granted, he 
It, and the fame Day returned with his Brother : 
d from this Circumftance, his Innocence appeared 
ch plainer than before. However, as he was 



Tlie Story of thefe Brothers, Is ^un out to an exceflire Length 
ZMTtiusy and (hould be pafs'd over, without any Remark, did he 

in fbme Particulars, diilent from Arrian ^ for he firil takes up 
' whole Pages, in a let S|>eech, which he puts into the Mouth of 
yntas, and even then breaks it off abruptly, by telling us, /i^.yii. 

1. I. that " while ^imyntas was thus defending himfHf, thofQ 
rho puriued Volemmy brought him in bound." He then makes 
irt of a Speech, or CHrtim for him; after which, he tells us, 
vii. cAf, 1. 4. that ** the Reaibn of his flying aw2iy» was, be? 
lufehe, with many Qthcrs, were terrified at the unufiid Tortures 
t ThUotas: With them he fled a little vny^ till, being at a Stand, 
/hether to come back or no, and having lod his Qompany, he was 
biz'd by thofe, who purfiied him."— A School-boy would have 
de a better Excufc by half, for playing the Truant. Curt'ms take^ 
notice at all of 4jttiilusj^ another of the ^ipthers, accufed with 

left, 

O 4 alTauttiiig; 
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affaulting a fmall Village, not long after, he wa^ 
ftruck with an * Arrow, and died of the Wound, 
So that he received little Advantage from his Ab- 
fblution by the Council, except that of carrying the 
Charader of a loyal Subjeft, to his Grave. After 
this, Alexander gave the Command of the auxiliary 
Horfe to two of his Friends, namely, to Hepbaftim 
the Son of Amyntofj and Clitus the Son of Dropidas. 
And he thus divided thefe Troops, becaufe he would 
not truft any One of his Friends with the fble Com- 
mand of them, they being the befl: in his whole 
Army,. both ibr Honour, and Martial Frowefs. He 
then turnM his Eyes upon thofe, who were antiendy 
caird Agriafpa^ but afterwards, Euergeta^ or Bouth 
tifulj who had aififted Cyrus the Son of Cambyfis^ 
in his Expedition againft the Scythians. Thoie, 
Alexander highly efteem'd, becaufe their Fredecef^ 
ion had behaved themfelves wellj and when he 
heard, that they lived not after the Manner of the 
Barbarians^ their Neighbours, but adminifter*4 
Juftice, like the beft order'd States of Greece^ he 
declared them free, and gave them as much I^nd^ 
out of the neighbouring Country, as they requefted, 
becaufe their Requefts were moderate. In that 
Place, he facrificed to ApoUo ; and then, having 
feiz'd upon ' Demetrius^ que of his Body-Guards, 
YfhoiX^ he ^b&ed^ to be one of the Accomplices 



^ ■ i ' i I I . ■■ I I I > 



^ We have no Account of his Death, in Cmrtins; nor of the Di- 
yifkm of the Command of the aiudUarj Horfe, between Clitfts and 

f This Story o( DefnetrJuf, is placed, hjCartkis, among the reflr, 
^, yi. c0p. 1 1 . 3<$. and he nukes fh^lotas, after he had been ftrctch'i 
upon the Rack, "to call his Ejrcs aroUnd, and eQ>ving one Cdlas, 
def}re4 him to conxe nigh, and then cried out to nim, How canft 
th<^ endure to hear Demetrius lye thus, and have n;e rack*d again? 
-^ ?oor )^hilatas! I cannot forbear pitying him myfclf: Tho*, by 
tf^!5 ^ye, this Speech of his, feemsa Uttle unlikely, as well as unfea- 
|pnabj§ : VmHTfHS not being fciiM, till fomc Days after Fbilotas 
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f Pbilotas^ he iiibftituted PtOomej the Son of 
agjis va his Flafce. 
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CHAP- XXVIIL 

A LBXANDEKy after this, direftcd his March 
rV againft Bafiria^ and -B^jT*'^ S and, in his Way, 
iving received Homage of the Dranga^ the Gadrofi^ 
id Aracboti^ he appointed il6ir(?» their Governor, 
'e then proceeded to the Indians j adjacent to the 
iracboti; all which Nations he fubdued, but with 
le utmoft Toil and Difficulty, his Soldiers paffing 
iro* * deep Snows, and eriduring all the Extremities 
: Want : But when he had notice, that the Arif 
id again revolted, and that Satibarzanes^ with 
wo thoufand Horle which he had received from 
^Jfus^ had enter'd the Country, he difpatch'd 
rtabazus the Perfianj with Erigyius^ and Cara^ 
fj, againft them, and order'd Pbratapbernes Go- 
xnor of the Partbians^ to accompany them. A 
irnT Battle then happened, between the Troops of 
'igpuSj and Caranus^ j^nd thole of Satibarzanes i 
d the Barbarians ftood their Ground, till Satibar^ 



' In this Country, Curtms tdbus, lih.yn, cMf, 3. i j. ''the Army 
ufFcr'd all the Extremities imaginable : Some were quite killed 
vith Cold \ the Feet of ibme were numb'd ; the Eyes of others 
lurti Ibme, defiring to reft their wearied Limbs, and lying upon 
lie Snow, as fbon as their Motion ceaied, their natural Heat ceafed 
M.-i-* He had aifured us, juft before, that they were then near 
North Pole, and now adds, " That the Air was lb thick and foggy, 
ad the Light ib dim, that they could fcarce diicern any Thing, 
10* it was ever fb nigh "— What Reader, by fuch a Defcription, 
Lild not imagine them to have been under the North Pole indeed i 
n aflure mine, they werevery far from it, being then inaCoun- 
which lies between the 34th and 4.0th Degree of Latitude, and» 
:^n&(]uence9 it could nqt be much colder dun QrtHi^ or UmIj. 

Z^ftcs^ 
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zanes^ encountering \Erigyius^ was * ftruek in the 
Face with a Dart, and died of the Wound ; but 
then, terrified at the Death of their General, they 
betook thcmfclves to Flight, Alexander then march* 
ing to Mount Caucafusj built a City there, which 
he named Alexandria ; and having offered Sacrifices 
to the Gods, after the Guftom of his Country, 
pafsM over the Mountains. He left the Govern- 
ment of this Land in the Hands of ^ Proexes the 
Perfian^ and appointed his Friend Nihxenus the Son 
ot Satyrus to remain there, with his Army. Mount 
♦ Caucafus, according to Arijiobuiush Account, rifes 
to as great a Height as any Mountain in all Afia^ 
and the Surface thereof, in that Fart where Alexan- 
der view'd it, was bare : It alio ftretches out to 
fiich a mighty Lengthy that &me reckon lyiount 
Taurus^ which crofles Cilicia^ and Pampbylia^ to be 
a Branch thereof^ as alfb many other high Moun- 
tains, which vary their Names, according to the 
variety of Nations, inhabiting near them. Nothing 
but Sylphium^ and the Turpentine-Tree, grow there, 
according to the fame Author ^ notwithftanding 
which, it is very populous, and Multitudes of Sheep 
dnd NeatXattle are feen there ; ft>r they feed upon 
Sylpbium^ and the Sheep isfpecially are fb fond 
thereof, that if they chance to finell it at a Diftance, 



>l^^mmmmmi''mm^mam^^^^^^^mmm^mmmm^f^,^^mmm^ 



^ Curtius, /ii. vii. 01^^.4. ^3,6*^. makes Eriffiuf 2Xid Sati^MfXAnes 
challenge each other, in as formal, and almoft as formidable a Man- 
ner, as any two of our modern Bear-garden Gladiators} after vrhich, 
*' SatiSarzanes, he tells us, threw the firft Dart, which Erigyius 
*^ avoided, by flooping forward, and clappins Spurs to his Horfc he 
'' run his Spear fo far into his Adverfary's "niroat, that it came out 

behind. This bore him o£Fhis Horfe; yet ilill he fbuggleds but 

Erigyiusy drawing the Weapon out of his Throat, ftruek it into his 

Mouth : The Barbarian himfelf helped the Thruft, and died im* 

mediately.** 

^ Proexes and Nitoxenns are not mentioned by Curtim. 

^ This was caird Mount Ctuuafus by Mexftudet'^ Soldiery tha' 
the Inhabitants call'd it P^raft^mfiis. 
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they immediately hafte thither, and having cropt 
the Flower, even dig up, and gnaw the Root ; for 
which reafon, fome of the Cyreneans^ keep their 
Sheep at a Diftance from the Places where the Syl-- 
phium grows, and others inclofe it with a Fence, 
left their Sheep (hould fmell it, if too nigh, or 
break in and devour it ; for it is, there, very va- 
luable. Bejfus^ with thoie who were his Accom- 
plices in the Treachery againft DariUs^ befides 
^ Seven thoufand Baffrians^ aAd Daa^ who inha- 
bited the Country beyond the Stanais^ had laid 
all the Country about Caucafus waftc, to the Intent, 
that the Defolation thereof, and the Want of all 
Neceflaries, might put a Stop to Alexander^'s Pro- 
grefi. But he, neverthclels, march'd forwards, tho* 
with extream Difficulty, by reafon of the Depth of 
the Snow, and Scarcity of Provifiohs. As foon as 
Beffiis underftood, that Alexander was not far ofl^ 
he pafsM the River Oxus^ with his Forces, and hav- 
ing immediately burnt the Veflels, which they had 
uled in ferrying over, retired to Nautaca^ a City of 
Sogdia, He was attended thither, by Spitamenes^ 
and Oxyartes^ with the Sogdian Hoffe, and Daa 
from the River Janais ^ but the Badrian Horfi^ 
perceiving that iie had no Hopes of Safety remain- 
ing, but what he placed in a precipitate Flight, fell 
away from him, by degrees, and returned to their 
own Countrv. 

1 Cnrtm calls th^m Eight thoufand. 









CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

AI4EXANDEK then hafted to Drapfaca^ 
where having rcfrefticd his Army, he move4 
thence, againft Aornusy and Baffra^ the chief Ci- 
ties of the BaSlrians ; which being immediately 
furrender'd to him, he placed a Garrifbn in the 
Caftle of Aortitis^ and making Arcbelaus the Son 
of AndrocleSy one of his Friends, Governor thereof, 
and all the reft of the Country being eafily reduced, 
* Artal^azus the Perfian was appointed their Fred- 
dent. He then led his Army to the River Ofisus. 
This River has its Rife from Mount Caucafus^ and 
1$ the greateft in aU Afia^ which Akxander pafs'd 
ever with bis Army, except thofe of India: It 
difcharges its Waters into the great Sea, nigh Hyr^ 
eania. ^ When Alexander came to this River, he 
found no Foifibility of pafBng over it; £>r its 
Breadth was full lix Furlongs ; its Depth propor« 
tiooable to a greater Breadth, and the Bottom 



• ■ CMrtius, /i^.vft. cap. f. 1. mentions j^a^AZus, as promoted to 
the Government of Ba^ria, but takes no notice of jirchels$us the 
Son of Androcles, who was made Governor ot the Caftle of -4tfr»i»j. 
He tells us, /i^. vi. cap. 5*. 4. that ArtaiazMs was Ninety-five Years 
<Ad, when he came to utlexander in Hyrcania, and brought his Nine 
Sons along with him,- If £0, I ihould imagine, ibme or other of 
them much fitter to keep the Country in Subje^ion than he> \7ho 
was juft ftepping into his Grave. 

* The Rife and Courfe of other Rivers, which were nothing to 
his purpose, Curtius has taken £0 much Pains to deicribe, that he has 
entirely omitted the Defcription oJt this, perhaps becaufe it was. 
uirrian*s Account of it here, is very fines and what makes it ma- 
terial, is, becaufe ^/fxiijf^ fbund fomuch Difficulty inpaffmg over 
it. Curtius, indeed, mentions his pafTing his Armv over, on Skins 
ftufF'd with Straw, /f^.vii. cap,f. 18. but is entirely ^ent, as to the 
Breadth, Depth* or Rapidity of the Current* 

landy: 
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^ndy : Its Stream was (6 rapid^ as fuddenly t( i 
root out, aiid iweep away, whatever Pites were 
driven down into the Bottom, whiph could not hti 
^inly fixed, by reason of the loolends of tfa^ SandL 
Add to this, that he had no Material ready he the^ 
building a Bridge ; and it would have taken up 
00 much of his ITime, to have conveyed every thing; 
neceflfkry fer that purpoie thither, Scorn Parts fo 
• &r diftant. Having, therefore, orddr'd all the Skins^ 
which they ufed for their Tents, to be gathered to«^ 
gether, he commanded them tx> be filled with any^ 
Ight and dry Matter they could find, and carefUlly* 
bound up, and {HtchM, to prevent the Water fronn 
mitering ; upon which Skins, fb ftuiP'd out, ancC 
few'd up, in the Space of five Bays, he convey '<C 
bis whole Army iafe over. But before he at- 
tejnpted' to pais this River, he fought out liich o£ 
tbe^^ Macedonians^ as were rendered unfit for Service^, 
either by Age or Wounds, and ftchof the ^beffb^ 
Hans as had chofen to remain in their Tents^ and! 
lent them back into their own Country. He thena 
diipatchM Stafanor^ one of his Friends, into thei 
Territories of the Arii^ to feizc * Atfames tha 
Governor there, ( who was endeavouring to ftir up 
his People to a Revolt ) and take the Care of that 
]?rovii>ce upon, himfolf. Having^ th^efore, pafs'd! 
over the River^ Oms^ he march'd, with his Forces, 



^ Curtiusf /i^.vii. eap. f. 17. tells us, they were in Number about 
Nine hundred ; and fays, " ^exmnler commanded them to returti 
** home, and get Children,^ whQ mia^t do him as good Service, as 
** they had done." This,' he fays, hiaippen'd after they had pafs'd 

* That this Arfames is thufamc whom Arrian mentions chaf. xf„ 
is indifputable j the former Name being only an Error of a x infleact 
of a u. But who he was, is not ib eafy to learn. It could not be 
the ^me whom Darius made Governor of Ciliciay and who flej 
from Tdrfus 5 for he was ilain at the Battle of Ijfus, I am there- 
fore of Opinion, it was one ot the Sons of Artabazus, mentioned . 

toward $ 
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towards the Place, where he heard that Bejfus^ and 
his Army, lay encamped : but in the mean time^ 
arrived Mefliengers from Spitafnenes^ and DaPa^ 
pbernes^ who aUured him, that if he would fend 
any of his Captains thither, with a fmall Party, 
they would deliver « Beffhs Priloner. into his 
Hands; for they had already apprehended him, 
tho' they had mot yet bound him with Fetters. 
When Alexander underftood this, he flacken'd his , 
Pace, and moved eafily forwards, with his Army, 
but ordered ^ Ptolemey the Son of Lagm^ with three 
Troops of the auxiliary Horfe, and all his Archers 
' on Horfeback, as alfb Philotas's Regiment of Foot, 
befides a Thoufand Targeteers, all his y^rians^ and 
half of his Archers, to make the beft of his Way 
to Spitamenes^ and Datapbernes. Ptolemey having 
accordingly march'd Ten ordinary Days Journey, 
in Four Days fpace, arrived at the Place where 
Spitamenes and the Barbarians had encamped the 
Night before. 



* The Manner df their apprehending Bejfust is well worth the 
Obfervation, in CwHfts, it being full as romantick, as aaiy of th« 
xeft of his Stratagems. Sec it. Curt. lib. vii. caf, /, I have not room 
to tranfcribe it. 

^ This Circumfkncc, of Aleicander*s fending Ttolemey, with the 

Forces under his Command, to receive Beffus^ is omitted by Cvr^ 
tins. 
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THERE, Ptokmey was aflured, that Spita^- 
ntenes and Datapberna were not fuUy refblved, 
in their own Minds, about the Delivery of Beffus. 
Wherdfore, leaving his Foot behind, and command- 
ing them to follow in Order, he hafted forward 
with his Horfe, till he came to a certain ' Village, 
where Beffus was, with a few of his Soldiers : For 
thoie with Spitamenes had quitted the Place, becauie 
they would not feem to be guilty of betraying him. 
Ptokmey having furrounded the Village with his 
Horfe, (for it was wall'd round) ordered Procla- 
mation to be made. That the Inhabitants ihould 
not receive any Harm, If they would deliver up 
Beffus. The Barbarians hearing this, openM their 
Gates, and Ptokmey^ with his Forces, entered the 
Village, where, having feiz'd Beffus^ he returned to 
Alexander ^ but firft of all, difpatch'd a Meflenger 
to inquire, after what Manner Beffus ihould be 
brought into his Prefence : Who return^ An£wer, 
That he ihould be brought chained, and naked, and 
afterwards placed on the Right Hand Side of the 
Way, along which he was to pals, with his Army- 
When Akxander faw him, he caufed his Chariot to 
ftop, and ask'd him. What induced him to feize 
upon Darius^ his Sovereign, and his Friend, and 
who had always deferved well at his Hands, and 
after having feiz'd, and led him about Frifoner, to 



' Curtius, /i^.vii. cap.f, 37. makes Spitamenes deliver Befftts up 
himfelf, on purpofc to nave the Opportunity of putting a fine Speeck 
SQCO his Mouth i but he is contradicted by Arrian, 

murder 
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murder him? To whom Bejfus replyM, That it 
was not his Aft, nor done by his Advice alone, 
but it was the general Opinion of all then prefent, 
that it would procure them the Favour of Alexander. 
He then order'd Bejfus to be whipt, and the upl- 
bra'ding Speec^h he had firft made to him, to be 
proclaimed aloud, by a Crier. Bejfus j thus puhifhed, 
was lent into Ba^ria^ there to be put to ' Death; 
Thus £ir Ptolemey. But Ariftobulus's Account of 
this Affair, is, that •^itamenes^ and Dafapbemes^B 
Soldiers delivered Bejjus into Ptokmey^i Hands, and 
that he was then brought chained, and naked, tb 
jOexdnder. Alexander having received the Horfes 
he there expefted, to remount his Cavalry, C^ 
he had loft many Horfes, in his Paflage over Mount 
Caucafus^ as well as in his March towards the River 
Oxus^ and his Departure from thence) march'd 
ffa'eight ^ ' Maracanda^ in which City ftands the 
Royal Palace of the Sogdians^ and afterwards, to 
the River lanak. This River (which, Arifiobulus 
iays, has the Name of ^ Orxantesj among the neigh* 
bouring Inhabitants) owes its Rife to Mount Cau^ 
cafus^ and difcharges its Waters into the Hyrcanian 
Sea. There is another JanaiSj whereof Herodotus 
the Hiftorian makes mention, as the Eighth River 
of Scytbia^ and adds, that it has its Origine from 
a great Lake, and lofes itfelf at laft, in one much 
greater, namely, the Lake of Maotis ^ that i<mie 



* The MInncr of Beffia's Death, is rdated MAv, cMf. 7. wh^ 
the various Opinions of Authors ooocerning it» (hall be itiew^d. 

^ Curtius makes Alexundir -^^titit Tansh firft> /i^.vii. f^f^f*x61 
and afterwards arrive at Mar/uandAy cuf. 6, 10. but erroneouf^; 
£or MaracanJa lies on this Side that River. 

* This River Orxantes, or Jo^xjrtusy or SjUs^ according to 'BUnj^ 
IS the Boundary between the Sogdrnns^ ana the Apatic ScythUns^ 
Straboy and Arrian, afllire us, it was caU'd Tanah hj the MMceJomMn 
Soldiers: they miflook the Cajpian Sts, for the Tomick Ses^ and 
Cttruus confininds it with the other Tanais, which fiparates Afik 
horn Eurofe, 

place 
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place this Tanais^ as the Boundary of Europe and 
yifia $ for this River falling into the Palus Mdotis^ 
and that, afterwards into the Euxine Sea^ parts 
Europe and Afia^ in the fame manner as the Sea 
between Gades^ and the oppofite Shore of Numidiaj 
disjoin^ Europe from yifrica ^ or as the River Nitus 
fepaw^tes j^frica from another Part of /4fta. Here, 
( napiely, at this River JamisJ fbme of the Ma-- 
cedonian Horfe, foraging at a great DifUncc, were 
furprized, and flain, by the Barbarians^ who tverc 
gathered together, to the Number of about « Thiwy 
thoufand, and who, after this ExploSt, betook them 
to a high Mountain, fteep and rugged, and every way 
difficult to afcend. Againft thelc, Jilexander^ with 
the iwificft, and lighteft arm'd Troops of his whole 
Army, fuddenly dire&ed his March. The Mace* 



* Their Number, according to Curttus, lib, vii, cap. 6, t . was but 
Twenty thoufindi the' he tells the Story different: « They werc^ 
** fiys he, a Party of Robbers> and their Way o( fighting was with 
" Slings and Arrow's. Alexarukr bcfiegcd them, and venturing him- 
*' fclf tn the fbrCmoft Ranks, was wounded by an Arrow, in the Leg, 
I* and carried badk to his Tent, by the forrowful and dcjedied Ma- 
** ctdmam. However, the Barbarians, who difcem*d the Pailages 
*' of the Fight, firom an Eminence, fending Embafiaders the next 
** I^y, th^ were introduced into his Prefence, and he Ihewing them 
** his Leg, they exprefs'd an exceeding Concern at it, and, to con- 
** vincc him or their Sincerity for his Safety, proteftod, that if the 
** Wretch, who fbot the Arrow, could be found out, he (hould be 
•'immediately delivered up.**—— A vdry likely Story! I warrant, 
they had all try'd, and would have been glad if they could have killed 
"«n» the Day before; but it was Hot Time, now, to tell him Co. -i^— 
However, he proceeds j " For it' belonged cwnly to the Sacrilegious, 
^ to fight with the Gods/ * - Who would imagine, that a parcel of 
Kobbers, could have fuch Qualms of Confcience!— — " Therefore^ 
" they came and fubmitted themielves, and their Country, to his 
** Prote£tion."— ■ That is, becaufe they look'd upon him as a God, 
V^cy iubmitted themfelves, (^c. Had he been a Devil, he had been 
^uch fitter for them, whole whole Lives Were i^ent in Murder^ 
l^me, and Injaftice.<*--^ However, he goes on; « Having taken 
" Hofbges, he received them into Favour?— If this Story be true, 
itisavery ftrange onei and whether it be true or £iUe> it is a very^ 
ndiculous one. 

Vol. I. P d(mianf% 
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iaiuas, in feveral of their firft Attempts to dillodge 
the Moantainccra, were beat back by the Bariii- 
riatts, and many of them wounded j even jllevander 
himfelf, was ffiot thro" the Leg, with an Arrow, 
whereby the FiHla, or leffer Bone thereof, was 
broke. Howeirer, at laft, the Moimtain was gain'd, 
and many of the Barbarians (lain, by the Macedo- 
mansi many others alfo threw themfelves head- 
long from the' Rocks, and perilhed : So that, of 
Thirty thoufind, who endeavoured to maintain chat 
Poft, ftarce Eight tbouCmd made their Bicape. 
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CHAP. I. 

iPEW Days ailer, came Etnbailadors to 
Alexandtr, fi-om the Scythians^ named 
Ahii^ (yihom Homer, in his Work, com* 
mends, as the juficft Nuion upon Earth : 
Thele are Inhabitants of Afia, Jubjedt 
to no Laws, by realbn of their Poverty, and their 
exad Diftributi4Xi of Juftice) and with them, 
^me alfo Embafladors from the European Scphiam ; 
"ir a great Nation of the Scythians inhabits Europe. 
Alexander tent fbme of his Friends, to attend thofe, 
on their Return home, under a Pretext indeed, oi 
fettling a Friertdfliip with them, by an Embafly, 
^ut, in reality, that he might laiow the Situation 
<rf their Country, the Number of their Inhabi- 
t^ts, the Stature of their Bodies and what kind 
Pa »f 
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of Arms they ufe in Battle. In the mean time, he 
refolved to build a City near the Banks of the River 
■ SanaiSj and have it call'd after his own Name ; 
for the Place feem*d extreamly commodious for that 
purpofe, and a fit Situation (whenever Occaiion 
fhould oflfer ) for an Expedition againft the Scythians ; 
and not only fo, but it would alfo ferve as a For- 
trefs, to fecure the Country on this Side the River, 
from the Incurfions of thole on the other. He alio 
conjeAured, that this City would become great, as 
well by reafbn of the Numbers of its future Inha** 
bitants, as by its being dignified with fuch a Name, 
In the mean time, the Barbarians inhabiting the 
Country near the River, having feizM the Mace- 
donian Soldiers, who had been appointed to guard 
the Cities of Scytbia^ put them to Death ; and, for 
their greater Security, fortified their Cities. Many 
of the Sogdians joined with them in this Rcvol^ 
being ftirr*d up to it by thofe who had taken 
^ Beffiis 3 fome of the BaSirians alfo fided with them, 

either 



' Curtius perpetually miilakes this Orxantis, or Indian Tanjusf 
which falls into the Caffian Sea, for the other Tanais, which dip 
chatges its Waters into the falus Mdotis i and as an Infbince of hs 
anuziitt Skill in Geography^ he affiires us, li^, vii. cap. 7. x. that 
" the feme River Tamis, which fe^aratcs Ettrope from j^, divides 
*< BaBria from Scythia Eta-apda, which Country reaches nigh Thrace, 
'< to the North Eafl ward, and does not only border upon^ but, as fbmc 
*^ think, is a Part of Sarmatia : Right forward, it joms w^ith the 
♦' jilaum, beyond the River Jfier, t^cJ'-^^ Here« the whc^e Coun- 
try between theife two Rivers is entirely fet aflde, and lofl, and there 
is fuch a crowding, and joftiing, and thrufHng, and elbowing Places 
out of the Situation which Nature gave them, as you will icaice 
meet witfi, in any other Author. Tis a pity but thole wife Geogra- 
phers, who remove Towns, Countries, Rivers, and Mountains out 
of their antient Stations, fhould be oHiged to bring them back» at 
their own Cofl and Charges. " 

' * Th^;who cau&d Be£m ^ be delivered up to Alexander ^ were 
Spltamenes, and Dataphemes, Curtim, lib, vii. cap, j, tells us a \aag 
Story, of Spitamenes, and gives us two or three fine Speeches of his, 
to Alexander, with their Anfwers, . as if Spitamims had brou^ 
BeffHSi md ftrreadeT'dhim him&lf. However^ Arrian ailiires u^ 

tfait 
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cither becaufe they were afraid of Alexander^ or, 
as the Report then went, becaufe Alexander had 
fixM the Meeting of the Prefidents of that Province 
to be held at Zariafpa^ from which Convention 
they predi6fced nojGood to themfclves. 
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WHEN thefe Things were told to Alexatider^ 
he ordered all his Foot, according to their 
fe veral Cohorts, to furniih themlelves with Ladders ; 
and he marched, with his Forces, to the City which 
lay nigheft the Army, call'd ' Gaza y ( for the Bar^ 
barians of that Country were reported to have 
ieiz'd upon Seven Cities ) he difpatch'd Crater us to 
Cyropolisj the greateft of thefe Cities, and into 
which, moft ot the Barbarians had retired, com- 
manding him to encamp nigh the Walls, to draw a 
Ditch and Rampart round the City, and plant his 
JEngines, where ever he thought convenient ^ {o that 
the Citizens there, finding Employment enough, to 
defend themfelves at home, might not be able to 
iuccour other Places eliewhere. As fbon as he ap* 
proach'd Gaza^ he order'd the Wall, which was 
but of Mud, and low built^ to be aflfaolted, and 



that Sphamnus and Datsphirnes only left htm, in a Village, to be taken* 
and then mtrGh'd forwards, into the more remote Parts of SltifiilMi. 

' The Siege of this City is not taken notice of by C«it»tf, nor th^ 
Name thereof ib much as mentioned^ only one flight Hint is gi^eiu 
M, vii. eaf.6. i6. that ** while Crmttrm lay before Q^^f^Hs, Mix- 
** ^tfUkr took another City bv Storm, wherein he put all the Youth 
^ to the Sword, and made tne refl Prisoners of War; which donc» 
<f he ouite demoliihed it, to deter others from revolting."—— This 
is, probably, meant of the £une Place: however* what is heit fiud» 
maV almoic a(S well be fiid of any other Si^. 

P J hi% 
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his Scaling-Laddcrs every where got ready. Then 
his Slingers, and Archers, and Darters, mixM with 
the Foot, beginning the Attack, fmote the Befi^e4 
ivith miiHve Weapons, and, at the fame time, gall'd 
them with Darts from their Engines, infbmuch that 
the Walls were deferted by the Barbarians j and the 
Ladders being immediately fixM, the Macedonians 
mounted, and entering the City, kill'd all the Men 
they niet (for fb Alexander had commanded) ; but 
the Women, and Children, and the Riches of the 
JPlace were given as Spoil to the Soldiers. Thence, 
he moved to another of thofe Cities, which was 
built, and fortified like the former ; which he afc 
faulted, and took the fame Day, ai^d dilpofcd of 
the Captives in the fame Manifer. Thence, pro- 
ceeding to the * third City, on the next Day, he 
cook it, at the firft Attack. In the mean time, 
w|hile He, at the Head of \i\s Troops of Foot, was 
bufied in reducing thofe Places, he difpatchM his 
Horfe to other two Cities, not far off, with Orders 
to take care, that the Citizens, when they heard of 
the florming of their Neighbour-Towns, and his 
nigh Approach, fliould not betake themfelves to 
Flight, and fb render it a difficult Task for him to 
overtake them. And as he thought, fb it happened, 
that the Difpatch [of thefe Troops thither, was ne- 
ceffaryj for the Barbarians^ who held the other 
two Cities, not yet taken, feeing the Smoke of that 
over-againft them, which was then on Fire, ( an4 
befides, fome who had efcaped out of that Calamity, 
i)ringing them the News) they fled out pf both the 



* Curtius has given us an Account but ot two or three Cities, at 
the moil, which were beifegcd, and taken by Alexander, in this 
Country J whereas uirrian aflurcj^ us, there were fcven, and takes no- 
tice of the taking of each of them. Whether thofe People, whom 
Qtrtius calls the Mftmf^cm^ lib, vii. Mp. 6. 1 7. might not be the Inha- 
bitants of ibme of the^ fcven Cities, 1 know not j perhaps they might. 
If &, ne has made mention of three. However, the Mtmacnn aie 
jjpokeof by no Author, except himfci^ ' 

Cities, 
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Cities, as £ift as tliey could ; but falling in among 
the Horle, pofied for that purpofe, were moft of 
thera ilain* 
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TH E S E five Cities, thus taken, and deftroy'd, 
in two Days ; he hafted to ' CyropoUs^ the 
greateft, and moft populous of the whole Country. 
It was uirrounded with a Wall, much higher than 
any of the reft, and was built by Cyrus i and, as 
mstny Barbarians^ both ftout ^nd warlike, had fled 
for Shelter thither, it was not to be luppofed, that 
the Macedonians ihould gain it at the firft Aflault* 
Wherefore, Alemnder having planted his Engines 
in Places convenient, determined to batter the Wall, 
and where-ever he made a Breach, to ftorm the 
Place : But finding the Channel of the River, which 
ulually run thro' the Town like a Torrent, at that 
Time dry, and the Wall disjoined, fo as to afibrd 
/an Entrance for his Soldiers, He, with his Body* 
Guards^ his Tftrgeteers, his Archers, and Agrians^ 
(while the Barbarians were employed in guarding 
^emfelves from the Engines, and the Aflailants) pri* 
vately enterM the City, at firft, with a few Men, thro* 

» 

' We are told by Cartius, that Alexander di^tch'd Croiems to 
fccfiege Cjfr0polhf USML off. 6. i6. tho' it is evident from ArrUm^ 
that ne was rather ient to block it up, aod hinder its Inhabitants 
from iuccouring their Neighbours. However, prefently after, he 
feems to torget mmlelf i for he adds, '* that Alexander order'd Per^ 
'* Mecas, ^Loa Meleager^ who were beiieging Cyrofolis, to raiie the 
*^ Siege, and come and join his Army, then lying before the City 
** of the itfM0^re»i."— — I wonder where Cratertu w^ then, or 
where the oKer two were before. That the Blockade of CjfrofoU^ 
was not raiied, is manifeft from Arrif^m fo that the whole Story of 
^t M$mMf9^^ l9Ql($ UJse a Fi&ion. 

P 4 that 
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that ^ Channel, and having burft open the Gates^ 
nigh that Fart, gave an eafy Admittance to the 
reft. The Barbarians then, notwithftanding they 
perceived their City taken, faliing^pon the Afe- 
fpdonians^ a iharp Battle enfiied, wherein yiiex^- 
ander himfelf received a Blow on the Head and 
Neck, with a Stone, and Craterus^ and many more 
of his Captains were wounded with mi(Eve Wea- 
pons. However, the Barbarians were at laft driven 
oyt pf (Ife Forum. In the mean time, (hpf^ who 
batter'd the Wajl, feeing it void of Pcfendants, 
took it, an4 at their firft Entrance, flew aboiit 
Eight fhoufand of the Enemy. The reft (for the 
V^hole Number, there gathered together, was Eigh- 
teen thoufand ) retired into fhe Caftlp : But thefe, 
when Alexander had continued his Siege but one 
Day, being deftitute of Water, furrender'd the 
Place. Thence, moving to the feventh City, he 
took it at the firft Aflault. Ptolemey^ inde^, fays, 
it wa? delivered up without fighting j but Arifto- 
hulusj on the contrary, afHrms, that it was taken 
by Storm, and all who were found therein, flain. 
Ptolomey tells us, that the Captives were dilperfed 
throughout the Army, and kept chained, till he 
fhould depart out of that Country, left anv of thofe, 
who hafl Qccafipn^d the Revo}t, fhould be left. 



* Arrian gives us a far more particular Relation of this Siege, 
than either Curtius, or any other Author. Curtms, lib. vii. cap, 6.21, 
tells iis, that Atextinder c^fed the Walls to be undermined^ and en- 
tered thro' the Breach; whereas Arrian affirms, that, at tbat Time» 
theie was no Occaiion for undermining the Wall, the Ci^nnd of the 
River, which was then dry, affording a fufficient Space, for a few, 
to enter unobferved; and theie, having burfl open a Gate, gave a 
4>eedy Entrance to the refl. The Circum^ce of Alexander's rer 
cejying a Blow on the Neck, with a Stone, is confirmed by Cmrtm, 
9ni Plutarch i only Tlutarch (rdying, jper^ps, too much on his Me- 
mory ) fays, it happen'd in Hyrcanm, and adds, that his Eyes were 
So much damaged thereby, that he was afraid of lofin^s Sight, for 
feveral Days. See flof- 4e Fortma Alex, /i^.ii. (,%}, CprtiushM 
confbunded this Siege with that of the Memtkcem. 

About 
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About this Time, an Army of Afiatick Scythians 
ailembled on the Banks of the River ^anais^ bo- 
caufe they had heard, that ibme Barbarians^ on the 
other Side, had revolted from Alexander^ that if 
the Revolt was any thing confiderable, they might 
alfo fall off from the Macedonians. I'hen came 
News to Alexander^ that Spitamenes had beficged 
thofe whom he had left in Garrifon in the Caftle of 
' MdTacanda ; wherefore, having difpatch'd ^ An-^ 
dromacbusj Menedemus^ and Caramsy with Sixty 
of his auxiliary Horfe, and Eight hundred Merce- 
naries, under the Command of Caranus^ and about 



^ ** The City MaracatuU, QsfsCurtmst Ub,v\i. cap, 6, lo. is fur- 
** rounded with a Wall of Seventy Fin-longs inCompafs j but the Caflle 
* has no Wall rounji it." — No ! What has it then ? — Why, fty fome 
of his Commentators, " it is, perhaps, featcd on fo high a Rock, that 
" its Situation ierves infteadof a Wall."— Suppofc it be. How can 
any natural Rock, was it as high as the Atmofphisre, be properly call'd a 
Caflle ? Others of his Commentators have found out another Wgy 
to bring him off, by alledging, that the nulla Muro there^ is an £rror» 
and ought to be Muro illius. And fb may I fay, with as much Truth, 
it ought to be any thin^ elfe. However, let us fee what thev will 
get by making it Muro tUius. The Senfe of the Paragraph will theii 
run thijs : " The City has a Wall of Seventy Furlongs in Compafs'j 
" but the Caftle is fiirrounded with its Wall "— If by this, is meant, 
that the Oiftle has no Wall, but what is common to the Town, it is 
then only a Part of the Town, and no Caftle at all. It it has a Wai| 
of its own, and there be no Conpimunication between it and thfe 
Town, the Town is never the better for it, and it might as well have 
been upon Salisbury Tlain : But if it has a Wall, as well to divide it 
from the Town, as to &cure it from an Enemy, with a iafe Com- 
munication between it and the Town, why was liot this Wall taken 
notice of by Curtius^ as well as that of the Town ? 

^ Curtius gives us an Account only of Menedemusy lib. vii. cap, 6. 14. 
and acquaints us, that Spitamenes had driven the Macedonian Garrifon 
out of the Caftle of Maracanda, whereupon Alexander difpatch'd 
Menedemm, with Three thoufand Foot, and Eight hundred Horfe, to 
put a 3top to his Career.—— Apian, tho' he joins Andromachus and 
Caranus with him, ma)ces the Number of Foot no more than One 
thoufand five hundred. As to Spitamenes's driving out the Garrifbn« 
Arrian af&rms the contrary, and tells us, in the Finh Chapter of this 
Book, that he did, indeed, lay Siege to the Caftle, but tne Macedo^ 
mans making an unexpefbed Sally, and he hearing that a Reinforce- 
i^fint WAS nigh> broke up the Siege, and retired from before it. 

One 
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One thoufand and five hundred mercenary Foot • 
over thofe he appointed Pbarnuces the Interpreter, a 
Lycian^ skill'd in the Barbarian Language, and weU 
qualifi^ to treat with them. < He liirrounded the City, 
vhich be was now building, with a Wall, in twenty 
Days (pace, and gave it j^r a Refidence to ibme 
Greek Mercenaries, and to all fiich Barbarians as 
had a mind to inhabit there ; as alio to ibme il£i*« 
adonians^ who were become unfit for Service. 




^^h^g»€^i»^^^^^»^^^^^^^@^@^^ 



C H A p. IV. 

THEN, offering Sacrifices to the Gods, accord* 
ing to the Cuftom of his Country, and having 
exhibited Equeftrian and Gymnick £xercifes, when 
he &w that the Scytbians retired not fi-om the Banks 
of the Stanais^ but threw their Darts acrofs the 
River, (which was not broad there) and uied 
reviling Speeches, according to their barbarous 
manner, giving out, that Alexander durft not en» 
counter mem, or if he did, he fliould ibon feel 
the Difference, between them^ and the Afiatick 
Barbarians: He, enraged at this, rcfblved to pais 
over to them ^ and accordingly, ordered the Skins, 
iirhich cover'd their Tents, to be made ready. Then, 
Sacrifices being offered, for their iafe Paflage, the 
' Omens prov^ inauipicious. This, he took very 

ill. 
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' ** jiiexATtdery fiys Curtius, lib, vii. cap, 6. if, returned to the 
*' River Tanais, where he inclofed, with a Wall, as much Ground as 
^* his Camp had taken up, which was Sixty Furlongs in Compafs, 
^* and cauied the Town, he built therein, tp be calT'd AlexandriM, 
*^ The Walls, and Houfes, he afterwards tells us, were compleated ii| 
•• ievcnteen Days.** 

■ We have a merry Dialogue in Curtms, lib, vii. c0f, 7. 8. fi^e^ 
which p^'d between the K-ing, and Jrijlmdfr the SoQthlaycr, aft 
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\]l^ but bore it with Patience, and kept his Station : 
But the Scythians flill perfifting in their Scofis, he 
again facrificed, for a fafe Paflage; and notwith^ 
ibnding Ariftander aflured him, that the Omens 
ftill portended Danger, Alexander replied. That he 
had rather run the extreameft Hazard, than, afcer 
having fubdued almoft all Afia^ to be a Sport to 
the Scytbiansy as Darius the Father of Xerxes had 
formerly been. Ariftander protcfted, that he told 
him the divine Portents, truly and faithfully, tho* 
Alexander had much rather have heard a different 
Relation. However, having prepared the Skins 
for ferrying over, and his arm'd Troops now ready 
to enter the River, upon a Sign given, he ordered 
his Engineers to gall the Scythians^ upon the oppo- 
fite Bank, with Darts. This was accordingly done, 
and fbme of the Enemy were wounded, and one, in 
particular, lofing his Shield, and Brcaflplate, fell 
from his Hor|e. The Barbarians^ terrified at the 
Strength of their Engines, which could caft Darts 
at fuch a Diftance^ and at the ]Lois of fo ftout a 



this River. The King had an Ambition to pafs over it, and encoun* 
ter thti Scythiansy on the other Side^ and accordingly, commande4 
^ftandir to iiicrifice, and forctd the Event. While the Sacrifice was 
preparing, the King made a fine Speech, declaring his Reibhition to 

tais over. His Friends, or • chief Oifiders^ endeavoured to dilTuade 
im, especially JEri^ius, who told him, he had heard Ariftander &j, 
that the Gods were againft this Journey, and the Omens were in- 
auipicious. Hereupon, the King calling Ariftander, reprimanded 
lliim fevcrely, for prefuming to declare the Omens to any but him- 
idt, and all in a Rage, commanded him to tell his Thoughts, that he 
inight hear, it they agreed with the Report. The Sootnlajer, after 
£)me humming and hawing, told the King, to pleafe him. That the 
Attempt would, indeed, be difficult, but not fruitleTs; and that this 
King's preient Indi^pofition was the only Obilacle, he could perceive 
oy his Art. Alexandtr then commanded him to retire, wliile he 
adviied with his Council, eooceming the Paflage over. However, 
l^e (the Soothiayer) foon returned, and declared, he had facrificed 
again, and found a vaft Alteration in the Intrails, for they appeared 
now, as au^icious as cyer he had feen. —— Who cannot jperceive, 
fcy all this, that the Prieft was a Tool to the General, and forced to 
^e^ what 1^ k^w woold T^ks^c hin^ bdl? 

Man^ 
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Man, retired a little from the River. AleMnder 
feeing the Eflfeft of his miffive Weapons, ferry^d 
over, with Trumpets founding ; and his whole 
Army followed. * The Archers, and Slingers being 
the firft, which arrived on the other Side, they be- 
gun to gall the Enemy with Stones, and Arrows, 
and kept them from falling upon the Phalanx, which 
was then pafHng over ; and this they continued^^ 
till all the Forces were lafe landed. When this was 
performed, he firft of all fent one Troop of the 
auxiliary Horfe, and four Cohorts of Spearmen, 



^ The Story of this A£Hon, is told ibinewliat diflbrent hyCurtimi 
bat I have not room to vdQ&. on the Pardcuhrs. He feldom re- 
lates the Success of a Battle^ but he obliges us with a fine Speech 
firft. Here, lib. vii. cuf- 8. 8. he teUs us a Story of the S^thmns 
fending Twenty Embaf&dors to AliXMnJery to diffiiade, or rather de- 
ter him from psming over the River i One of them was Spokefinani 
but perhaps they kid their Heads together, to pen the Speech: 
However that be> it is ipuch more florid thao juft, and favours too 
rank of the 'Rofirum, to have us imagine, it came from a BarSarian. 
** HadtheGods, &ys he to Alexatulerf given thee a Body equal to the 
*' Largenefs of thy Soul, the whole Univerfe would not contain thee. 
« Wim one Hand, thou wouldft grafp the Eaft, and with the other, 
** the Weft, and be ambitious of knowing where the Sun ends hv 
*f Courfe. From A/utf thou paiOeft into Etsrofei from thence, into 
^ Afia again ; and ihould Men be wanting, to wage War with, you 
** give Rcaibn to believe, you would encounter Woods, Mountains, 

*^ Rivers, and even wild Beafb." ^ Had fuch Stuff as this, been 

really i^ke to Alexf^nder^ he would have broke the Embailadors 
Heads, and difmifs'd them, without any other Anfwer. However* 
afrer this Scythmn had continued his Speech to the Length of two 
wholjc Pages, he concludes, by afliiring AUxander^ << that he might 
'< ufe them as his Keepers both of Euroft 2xyiA/ky for between us 
** iaadBa&ria, fays he, is only the River Tsnais, be]^nd which, we 
«< inhabit, as ^r as Thrace i to which, if Fame deceives us not, your 
** Kingdom of MMceJonia joins. Since therefore, we border 'on this 
<* acquired, and your other hereditary Kingdom, whether you will 
<< have us Friends or Foes, we leave to your mature Confideration.** 
«-*-- Sure Alexander muft be fbrangdy befbtted, if (after he had 
pafs'd thro' £o many vaft Countries, to the Eafbward) he imagined 
himfelt ftill within the Smoke of his Mother^s Chimney: He, and 
the Embafladors, whoever they were^ kaew much better [tlm iq, 
only Curtim did not, and would therefore fain perRi«)e \x^ that the 
Embaf^ors, and even AhxanMr, were as ignorant as hinifilf. 



againft 
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againft the Scythians^ ivhofe Shock the Enemy eafily 
bore, and furrounding them with their Horfe, being 
a multitude, againft a few, readily recovered their 
Ranks. Alexander then difpatcad his Archers, 
and Adrians J and other light-arm'd Foot, unde^ die 
Command of Balacrusj and ordered them to mix 
with three Troops of auxiliary Horfe, and all the 
Darters on Horfeback, and proceed againft the 
Enemy ; He himfelf, with the reft of the Horie, 
defigning to attack them on the other Side. And 
now they were no longer able to draw up their 
Forces, in the fame circular manner, they did be- 
fore ^ for the Macedonian Horfe, preffing them on 
one hand, and the light-arm'd Foot, mix'd among 
the Horfe, on the other, hindered them from fliew- 
ing their Dexterity that way. Then their Flight 
yias apparent, about ^ a Thoufand of their Number 
being flain upon the Spot, and among thp reft, one 
of their Generals, nan^ed Satraces ^ and One hun- 
dred and fifty were tal^ien Priibners. But when he 
proceeded to purfue the Scythians^ his whole Army 
were fb overcome with exceffive Heat, that they were 
ready to die with Thirft 5 even Alexander himfelf^ 
having drunk Ibme cprrupted Water, fuch as the 
G)untry afforded, was thereby thrown into a vio- 
lent Flux, which hindered the Purfijit ^ otherwife, 
the whole Scythian Army had, in all probability, 
been eitlier cut off, in their Flight, or taken Cap- 
tives : but he was brought back to the Camp, in 
great Danger of his Life j and thereby the Pro- 
phecy q£ Ariftander was accompliihed. 



* Curtius gives us no Account, what Number of Scythians pe- 
rished in this Fight 5 but tcDs us, //^. vii. caf, 9. 17. that the Mace- 
dmans \o(t Sixty Horie, and about One hundred Foot ; and had a 
Thouiand wounded. 





CHAR 



ill ARRIAN5 Hifiory of 




,^, :m 



C H A R V. 

SOONT after this, arrived £mbafladors fi-omthe 
King o£ thek Scytbiansj endeavouring to ex-» 
cufe the FaA, as not done by the general Content 
of the whole &/fi&/^» Nation, but by a Party, whd 
exerciied Robbery, and lived by Spoil ; but afliiring 
him, that they were willing to receive his Com- 
mands. Atexander returned them a courteous An- 
iwer, as neither deeming it prudent to leem to fufyeGt 
the Truth of the Exculc they made, nor to revenge 
his Caufe, by giving them Battle, which it was no 
ways convenient for him, at that . Junfture, to at- 
tempt. In the mean time, the Macedonians who 
were bcfieged in the Caftle o( Maracanda^ when 
Spitamenes^ with his Forces, aflaulted them, made a 
fudden fixcurfion, and having killed ibme of the Be-> 
fiegcrs, and put the reft to Flight, retum'd fafe into 
the Caftle ; and News afterwards coming to Spita^ 
vtenes^ that the Forces defign'd for the Relief of 
the Bcfieged in the Caftle of Mataeanda^ were at 
band, he raifed the Siege of that Place, and re« 
tired towards the capital City of die Sogdian King- 
dom: Pharnuces^ and his Forces, purfucd him as 
far as the Confines of Sogdia^ but not being able 
to overtake him, fell accidentally upon a Party of 
* Nomadian Scythians^ and irritated them to that 

• degree^ 

II -. - ^ ■ ^ - ■ ■ 

' Wc have this Story told vaftly diffcrent by CHTtiuSy lib, vii. atfi 
7. }i. and fbmething more agreeable to that of jirifhhulusy in the' 
following Chapter 5 but all the while, he gives us not one Word either 
of Andromtuhuty Caranusy or Thamuces. " When Menedenwsy {slj$ 
** he, who was fent to befiegc Sfttamenes.^ This isaMiflake; for 
tYicMMedomans ftill kept PouefTion of the CafUe> and Sphamenes was 
only endeavouring to wreft it out of their Hands.*— -«- *' a|>proach'(i 

" the 
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degree, that about Six hundred Horfe of them, 
hafted and join'd Spstamenes^ Mrho, receiving fuch 
a Recruit, was refblved to revenge the late Infulc 
6£ the Macedonians ; to which end, drawing up 
his Forces, in a plain Place, on the Edge of the 
Scythian Wildernefs, he determined neither to wait 
for the Enemy, nor yet to meet, and attack them i 
but Ctsiking a Compafi with his Horie) to gall their 
Phalanx of Foot, with their Arrows. But Pbar-- 
nuces rufiiing forwards upon them, with his Horfe, 
eafily fruftrated that Defien, becauie their Horfes, 
at that Time, were both iwitter, and ffaronger than 

thofe of the Scythians : but ^ Ariftomacbuss Horfe, 

— — — *—^i— — — — — ^■— ^— — ■— — I II I ^1^———^ 

^ the City (MMracanda) Sfhsmims being infenn'd of Yua coming; 
« laid an Ambufcade of i>iii&4, in a Wood, thro' which he was to 
** pais, who prefently (urrounded hini$ which, when Memdemui 
^ percdved, notwithftanding the Inequality of Numbers, he encoa- 
** raged his Soldiers to make a brave Refiftance, afiiirtnp them, there 
*' was no Hope left, but to revenge each other's Deaths, by the Slaugh* 
*< ter of their Enemies. He himielf was mounted on a itrong Horfe, 
*< with which he had often broke the Enemies Ranks, and put thna 
** to Flight; but being now attack'd on all Sides, and be^ning toi 
^ faiat, thro' Lois of Blood, he order'd H^fiks, one of his Friends, 
'* to mount his Horfe, and fly. He had no fboner faid this, than his 
** Breath cea&d, and he fell from his Horfe, and died.**—— This Ge^ 
neral might fight like a Dragon, but 'tis certain, he gave cowardly 
Advice tohisFriend, at hisl>»th$ and befides, as he &ft hisSpirits» 
hcieems to have loft his Senfes^ for he had, juft before, told them, 
there ^was no way left, but to icU their Lives as dear as they could* 
However, now he forgets all that, and lends his Friend his Horfe, 
to enable him to run away. But his Friaad was more of a Man, 
than to take his Advice^ —- " For he, ruihing amon^ the thickeft of 
" his Enemies, after a memorable Refidance, was flam by a multitude 
of Darts. The reft, after the Death of their Commander, gain'd 
the Top of a Hill, and Sphamenes inclofed them, withaDefign to 
« ftarve them from thence."— — Whether he did fb or no, Curtlus 
tdls us not : but, methinks, as SpMmmes bad inclofed them before, 
and cut moft of them off, he needed only to have given himfelf the 
Trouble of marching up to the Top of the Hill, and he might have 
ierv'd the reft the fame Sauce. — - He then proceeds to acquaint us, 
that the IdacedonUns loft Two thoufand Foot, and Three hundred 
Horfe, in that Battle. 

• This is certainly an Error in the Copies of -<<fr/^», and ought to 
be jtidrcmachus i for no fuch Name as Arifioinachus is to be tound, 
for a vaft way> either before this Place, or after. 

wearied 
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wearied wkh hard Travel, and wafted for want of 
Food, were hard prefs'd by the Scythians^ both 
while they ftood their Ground, and when they re- 
tired. Many of them being, therefore, wounded 
with Arrows, and fome ilain, thoie who remain'd, 
drew^ up in a fquare Battalion, and retreated to the 
River Polytimetus^ becaii& there was a Wood adja- 
cent to it^ whidi would cover them, in a great 
meafufe, from the Barbarians Arrows, and virhich 
might alfo be ufeful to their Foot. Cardnus^ Cap- 
tain of one of the Troc^s of Horfe, without coi>- 
iulting with Andromacbusi^ had already attempted 
to pais the River, becaufe he thought his Horfe 
mi^t be fafer on the further Side. The Foot 
followed the Horfe, without any Orders, but as 
their Fears urged them forwards ^ this was the 
mofl diforderly Paflage over a River, with fteep 
Banks, that could be imagined. The Barbarians 
feeing the Macedonians thus at a Lofs, enter'd the 
River, in feveral Places, with their Horle, and fome 
of them attacked thofe who endeavoured to pais 
over, but returned ; fome then placing themfolves 
oppofite to thofe who ftill went forwards, flew theifi 
in the River ^ others flanking them, gall'd them 
with their Arrows ; whilfl others again, rufli'd upon 
thofe who had not yet entered the Water. The 
Macedonians feeing themfelves preis*d with fo many 
Difficulties, retreated into a imall Ifland, which the 
ScpbianSj and Spitamenes entirely furnounding, with 
their Horfe, ilew them all, with their Arro\ys, at a 
Diflance, except a very few, whom th^ firfi ^iz'd, 
and afterwards put to Death. 




CHAP. 
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AKISfOBULUS gives us all Accotiilt of thii 
A&ion, Ibmewhat different, namely, that th^ 
greateft part of the Army was cut off, by an Am* 
bufcade of the Scythians^ who, lying conceafd in 
Ibme adjoining Thickets, attacked the Macedonians 
(iiddenly, and unexpededly ; he alfo tells us, that 
Pbarnuces wds willing to have refign'd his'Pofl, as 
General of thole Forces, who were with him, al-^ 
ledging his want of Skill in military Diicipline, and< 
that he wds rather ient thither, by Akxander^ to 
bring the Barbarians to Reafbn, by his Knowledge, 
in their Language, than to reduce them by Force ^ 
of Arms, as a General : He alfb declared, that - 
the Macedonians^ then committed to his Care, were 
the King's Friends, as well as the reft. But Andfo^ 
tnaebusy and Menedemus^ and Caranus refufed to aiSfe 
as Generals, partly becaufe they would not feem 
to exceed the CommifEon, which they had received 
from the King, and partly becaufe the Forces wefe 
then reduced to fuch Streights, as render^ it uiij^ 
for them to accept it ^ for they well confider'd, that 
if any Difafter happened, they were not, then, each 
t6 give an Account for their feveral Parts in that 
Lofi, but that the iJl Succels of the whole Army 
would be laid to their Charge. In this Confufion^ 
and Hurry of Affairs, the Scythians rufh'd, fiiddenly, 
upon them, and cut them almoft all off^ {cy thaC 
not above Forty Horfe, and about Three hundred 
Foot efcaped. When Alexander heard this NeWsj 
he was enraged at the Lois of his Soldiers, and 
therefore determined Ipeedily to march^ with an 
Army, againft Spitamenes^ and tbd BarbaridUI i 
and taking with him the half of his auxiliafy Hdiffif^ 
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with all his Targeteers, Archers, and jigrians^ and 
Ibme of his Ught-arm'd Phalanx of Foot, he hailed 
to Maracanda^ (whither, he was inform'd, Spita^- 
fnenes had retiimM ) ' refoiving, once more, to raife 
the Siege of the Caftle there. Where&re, having 
march'd a Thoufand five hundred Fnrlongs, in three 
Pays i^aoe, oo the fourth, early in the Morning, 
be apprdacn d the City : But Spitamenes hearing of 
j^exander$ fpeedy Arrival in the£e Farts, and not 
daring to give him Battle, railed the Siege, and fled. 
Alexamkr purflied them vigoroufly, and coming to 
the Place where the £irmer Battle was fought, buried 
bis Soldiers, as well as the Time would allow, and 
continued his Purfuit, as fiur ^ the Scytbian De&rts. 
Returning thenc^ he laid ^eir Fields \rafte, and 
even flew thdfe^ who had fled into die Towns for 
Refuge^ becaute they were (aid to have uled the 
Maeedqmans in that Manner: And thus he over* 
run, and depopulated the whole Country, through 
whidi PoJytitnetus paffes ; for all beyond die Place 
where that River lofes it(elf, is a Delart; for tho* 
it carries a full Stream, it * fmks from S^ht, mad 
bides its Streams in the Sand. Nor is it & (brang^ 



' By this, we may perceive, that this Caftie nerer came into the 
Hands of the BarBarians, after the MMidaniam firft took Poi&flioa 
thereof} and tho' Sfitamenei laid Siege to it twice, he was fi)roR)» 
both Times, to raife his Siege, and depart. 

* The Account of the River JPefyHmetHSy in CmtHms, differs fixxm 
this$ for he iays, US, vii. caf, lo. 2. that " it runs aknoft the whole 
«< Length of Sogdia$ that its Channel is but rarrow, but its Stream 
** fwitt, and at M it goes under Ground, where the Courfe of it 
«« may be heard."*— Stra&o's Relation thereof, l^. xv« agrees with 
Artian, What the Name of this River was, before Alexandif^z 
Time, is not known j but that Fotytimetus is a Gn^ Word, audi 
was a Name given it by the Greeks y is unqueftionable. CmrHm teOs 
us, the Inhabitants call it PolyHmett^.m^K by this, he imagines^ 
that the Inhabitants of the Country call'd it to, before JUxanda^i^ 
Arrival there, he is miftaken j and if he means, that the Inhabitants 
really call'd it fo, in his Days, I am atraid he is alfo miftaken. I^vw- 
cver, the latter Opini<« may pafi for probabjfe tho', I ftacy, the firft 
ivas his tr.ue Meaning* 

m 
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in thia^ fi)r many othef great, and conftant Rivers^ 
hide themfelves in the Sune manner ; as namely, 
£pardusj which waters the Territories of the Mardi ; 
and Arius^ which gives Name to the Country of 
the j4rii i as alfi) Etymandrus^ which flows thro' the 
Confines of the Euergeta. Thefe are all vaft Rivers, 
none of them inferior to Peneus in S^bejfaly^ which 
paffing thro' Setnpe^ difcharges itfelf into the Sea : 
but the River Polpimetus ht exceeds it. 



CHAP. VII. 

AFTER this, Alexander marchM to Zaria/pa^ 
where he tarried fbme time, putting his Sol- 
diers into Winter-Quarters. In the mean while^ 
arrived Pbratapbemes Governor of Partbia^ and 
StafanoTj whom he had difpatch'd to the Country 
of the Ariiy to feize Atfames^ Him they brought 
with them, bound in Chains, as alio Barzanes^ 
whom Beffus had made Governor of the Partbtans^ 
and ibme others, who, at that Time, had taken up 
Arms for Beffus. Then arrived from the Sca-coaft^ 
Epocillus^ and * Melamnidas^ with Ptokmey Captain 
of the ubracians^ who had conveyed the Money, 
and the Recruits fcnt with Menetes to the Sea. 
Then alfo came Afander^ and Nearcbus^ with a fi-elh 
Band of Greek Mercenaries, and Bejifus Governor 
of Syria^ and AfclepiodoruSj a Captain of Horfe j 
and thefe, alfo brought new Forces. Here, /ilex- 
under calling a Council of all the chief Men, then 



«M 



■ T]mMeUnlmdai may, perhaps, be the iame with Curtiuih Me* 
tdJasi however, he oiiiits me Names of many of the reft, and fub- 
ititutes others, m&ad of fome of them. Sec ^ Account, Hi. ?ii« 

<^a pre&nt. 
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prcfent, caufed * Bejfus to be brought in, and hav- 
ing accufed him of Treachery towards Darius^ he 
commanded his Nofe, and Ears to be cut ofi^ and 
then fent him, under a Guard, to Echatana^ there to 
receive Sentence of Death, according to the Judgment 
of a full Council of the Medes and Perfians. This ex- 
tream Severity ufed to the Perlbn of Bejfus^ I deem 
no ways praile-worthy , and liirely^ the Mutilation 
of his Nofe, and Ears, was an Adion little lefs than 
barbarous : tho' I cannot but think, Alexander was 
led to this, by his emulating the Median and Perjian 



* Moft Authors differ about the Manner of Bejfus*s Puniihment, 
and many of them about the Place where he fufFer'd Death. jytoJa- 
rusy /i^.xvii. p. ff4. acquaints us, that he was delivered to Oxathres^ 
the Brother of DartMy to infli£t: what Punifhment upon him he 
plleafed. Wherefore, after he, and his Kinfmen, bad cxcrcifed all 
kind of Tortures upon him, they cut his Body into fmall Pieces, 
and threw it away with Slings. Fltaarch, f,zS, tells us, " His Body 
*« was, by Alexander's Order, tied to two tall ftraight Trees, which 
" were bound down fo as to meet, and then being let looie, with a 
" great Force, they returned to their Places, each ot them carrying 
** that part oi the Body along which was tied to it." Curtiusy Ub. vii. 
cap. f. 40. iays, that " the King delivered Bejfus to Oxathres, that he 
«« might cut off his Ears, and Nofe, and then nail him to a Crofs, 
«* where his own Countrymen were to ihoot him to Death. His 
«* Body was then to be watch'd, as if it was too vile, to be devoured 
«' either by Beafts, or Birds, — Hereupon Catenesy who was an ex- 
cellent Markfinan, was order'd to fcare the Crows from him y and if 
he was hoifted upon a Crofs, he was out of the reach ot Beafis.— « 
However, after all, he alTures us, /i^.vii. c/nf, f. 41. that " his Exe- 
*' cution w^ deferred, that it might be performed in the Very Place, 
•* where Varius was put to Death.'*— This Story is contrary to 
every bodv, and bears not fb much as a Face of Probability. And truly, 
I cannot but fancy, Curtius was of the fame Opinion j for lib, vii, 
cap, 10.10. he tells us, that <^ Bejfus was fent ftom Ba5lria to EcbatanHy 
" to pay his life as a Rccompence for the Murder of his Prince Da- 
*« r«M." We read nothing in this laft Paragraph of Curtiusy whe- 
ther his Nofe and Ears were grown again, after they had been lopp'd 5 
and no body fays, that Ecbatana was the Place, where Darius was 
murder 'd. However, Bejfus was not put to Death, fo much for the 
Murder of Darius, as for his afluming the Royal Robes, and fctting 
himfelf up for a Monarch : That fhick in Alexander's Stomach mofl, 
otherwife, had he furrender'd in Time, he might as eafily have been 
pardoned as Nabarzanesy Satibarzanes^ -and leveral others, who were 
equally concern'd in the Murder. 

Pomp 
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Pomp and Oftentation, as alio by the cruel Cuftoms 
of fome barbarous Kings, over thole in their Power. 
Neither was it any ways commendable in him, to 
lay afide his Macedonian^ and Country Habit, ( fee- 
ing he ^rung from the Race of the HeracUdxJ 
and ailiime that of Media : And I cannot but 
wonder, he did not blufh, when he exchanged the 
decent Covering of the Head, which he had worn 
in all his Conquefts, for the Perfian Turban, and 
weakly imitated thofe, in Habit, whom he had io 
often overcome in the Field. But furely, if any 
thing can, Alexanders high Atchievements may, be 
a Leflbn to Mankind, that whether a Man excels 
in Strength of Body, or in the Qlory of his An- 
ceftors, or tho' in warlike Exploit, and happy Suc- 
cefs, he could even oiitdo Alexander himfelf j if he 
could fail round Africa^ and Afia^ C as he had de- 
figned) and bring them both under Subjection; 
nay, could he join the Dominion of Europe^ to his 
former Acquifitions of Afia^ and Africa^ and there- 
by become Mafter of the World j all thefe Things 
would add nothing to the Tranquility of his Mind, 
nor would he hj^ one jot the happier, unlefi he were 
endued with k fuitable Moderation of Temper, 
how ipecious an Appearance of Tranquility fbever 
he might put on, to deceive the Eye or the World. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

HERE, therefore, I have thought it not amifi 
to give an Account of the Death of CUtus 
the Son of Dropides , and of Alexander's extream 
Grief for that Aftion, tho' it happened a little 
while after this, in Order of Time, The Macedo^ 
njans had obferved a certain yearly Feftival, in Ho* 
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nour of Bacchus^ and Akxander had always oflfer*d 
Sacrifices to Bacchus on that Day ; but then, Bac^ 
cbus was negleded, and the Dtofcuri introdoced ; 
and tlie^ Sacrifices were ordered, for the future^ 
to be performed to them, and a Banquet to be 
made, in Honout of them. But when the Banquet 
bad now continued long, and the Guefts had drunk 
deep, (for even in his Cups, Alexander now b^un 
to imitate the Cuftoms of the Barbarians J and all 
were heated with Wine, the Difcourfe happened to 
hinge upon the Diofcuri^ after what Manner they 
derived their Origin from Jove^ feeing iyndarus^ 
a Mortal, was their JPather : When fome of d[ic 
Guefts, wiUing to fboth the King, (for fuch Syco- 
phants have always been deftrudive to the Affairs 
of Princes, and ever will) affirm Vi, that the Anions 
of Cajior and Pollux were no ways comparable to 
thofe of Alexander. Others, at the fame time, pro- 
ceeded to compare bis Atchievements with thofe of 
Hercules ; and wirhal added, that Envy alone hin- 
der'd the prefent Race of Men, from paying him 
thofe Honours, which were fo juftly his Due. But 
Clftus^ who had, long fince, perceived Alexanders 
Pronenefs to fall in with the Barbarian Cuftoms, 
took thefe Speeches of his flattering Courtiers very 
heihoufly; and being now heated with Wine, de- 
clared, That he could neither bear to hear thofe 
Indignities of&r'd jeo the Gods, nor that the A&ions 
of antient Heroes fhould be extenuated, to tickle 
his Monarch's Ears. He afiirm'd, that Alexander's 
A€ts had nothing fb great, nor furprizing in theni, 
as they would infinuate ; and that they w^e not 
performed by him alone, but that his Macedonians 
ought, at leaft, to fhare the Glory with him. Thde 
Words of Clitus^ enraged Alexander exceedingly ; 
and indeed, howlbever juft his Refledions mi^ 
be, I can by no means think they were feafbnable, 
at a Time of fudi a general Drunkennd^^^ but that 
Silence had been much better. Ifowever^ when 

fomc 
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fbme ' begun to leflen the Adions of his Father 
Philip^ and (that the;' might pleafe yilexander^ to 
declare, that nothing great nor glorious had been 
done by him ; CHtusy in the hi^dR: Fury imagi* 
nable, b^n to magnify the Exploits of Pbilip^ 
and deprels thofe of y^exander ; and even proceeded 
fo f^, as to upbraid him with the faving his Life, 
at the Battle ofGranicuSj and arrogantly ftretching 
out his Right Hand, This Hand (faid he) pre* 
ferved thee, O Alexander^ in that Conflift. Alex^ 
andefj no longer able to endure Oitus\ rough, and 
unieatonable Reproaches, in a great Rage, leap'd 
upon him ; but was held back, and reftrain'd f^ota 
hurting him, by the Guefts then prefent at the 
Banquet. However, Clitus flill perfifting in his Re- 
fledjons, Alexander call'd for his Targeteers to at^ 
tend him ; but when none came, he cried out, 
that he was reduced to the fame Condition with 
DariuSj when he was carried about Priibner by 
SeJJiiSj and his Aflbciates ; and that he had now 
no more than an empty Title left him. Then his 
Friends not daring any longer to hold him, he 



' Curtms omits all the firftPart of this Chapter, andt^us, itwas 
AUxMnder who made a Speech in Praife of himielf, /i^. viii. enf. i . i j. 
—Which, I am fiit^^e needed not have done j for he had Sycophants 
enough abont himi to have laved him that Trouble : — And when he 
had reckoned up many gallant A^ionc, which he had performed, he 
sdds, that ** He, withoat his Father fhilip^ had undertaken an Ex- 
•* peditipn into IlMa^ and wrote Word to his Father of the Viftory 
** he had gain'd.*^— — What Expedition this can be, is beyond the 
Power of mortal li^n to know. He cannot mean» his Expedition 
s^ainft that Nation, mentioned hy Arriany lib. i. cuf.f. for his Fa- 
ther was then dead; smd no Author, befides Curtms^ ^ves the kaft 
Hmt of any Expedition againft them before. However, it may be 
urged here, in AUxandtr^s bdhalf, that he was drunk, and, perhaps, 
knewnot well what he laid. But this is not the ody Miftakc Cmr'- 
tiui has been guilty of in this Story; for he makes CA^ma/, fbonaftcr» 
^.viii. et^f. 1. 41. twit Akxunder in the Teeth, with his defending 
him, when he had turn'd his Back upon his Enemy.-. Had this been 
^e, CliiHs was infblent, to mentkm it j and if it was 90t trtte« Otr^ 
tiHt is inexcu&ble, for inloting it. 

0,4 leaped 
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leap'd up, and fiiatcbing a I^nce out of the Hand 
of one of his Body-Guards, (fay fbme, or, as others, 
fi * Sariffa^ or Macedoniofi Pike, from one of his or- 
dinary Guards) he therewith (truck Clitus^ and flew 
him. Ariftobulus gives us no Account, whence this 
Madnefs proceeded, but lays ail the Blame upon 
Clitus^ who, when jilexander was in fuch a Fury, 
as to leap upon him, with a Defign to flay him, 
(notwithftanding he was conveyed out of the City, 
beyond the Walls, apd Ditch, and committed to 
the Care of Ptolemey the Son of Lagus^ for his Pre- 
fervation) could not tarry there, but mufl: needs 
return ^ and then, hearing Alexander call upon him 
by Name, he anfwer'd, Clitus is here prefent : 
Whereupon Alexander thruft him thro' the Body 
with a Pike, and flew him. 



CHAP, IX. , 

' A ^ Clitus deferves the fevereft Cenfures, for hi$ 
jTjL bitter Reproaches to his Sovereign ; fb I can- 
not chufe but be fbrry for Alexander ^ who then 
apparently fliewM himfelf obnoxious to two of the 
greateft Vices in Life, namely, unbridled Wrath, 
and Drunkennels ^ to neither ot which, the meaneft 
Perfbn ought to give way : but then, he is exceed- 
ingly to be praifed, becaufe, the Moment his Wine 
had left him, he was grieved, and repented himfelf 



* CurtmSi (iS, viii. cap, i . fi. 6ys, that Clitus was flain with a Spear: 
Smectty with a Lance: Qrofiusy with a Hunting-Pole. Curtius add^ 
that jiUx^ndeTy immediately after he had given nim the fetal Wound, 
cried out. Go now to thilifj Varmenioy and Attains, This may be 
tme^ but it is generally fuppofed to be no more than one of his Rhe- 
toric^ Flourifh^s* aad an Imitation of Tyrrhus to Vr'iamus^ JEneld, 2. 

for 
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for what he had done. ' Some Writers of his Life 
affirm, that he was refolved to have difpatch'd him- 
felf with the fame Weapon, wherewith he had be- 
fore flain Clitusj imagining he was unworthy to 
enjoy Life, who had fo ralhly put his Friend to 
Death J tho\ moft Authors are filent, as to this 
Eartigular. But v(h(sn'he came fully to himfelf, and 
retired to Bed, he bewail'd his Lois, and pour'd 
forth the bittereft Complaints imaginable, often call- 
ing upon the Name of Clitus^ and of ^ Lanice^ the 
Daughter of Dropides^ and Sifter of Clitus^ who 
had been his Nurie ; complaining what a Reward, 
now he was arrived to Man's Eftate, he had be- 
ftow'd on her^ for nurfing him, when he was a 
Child i how he had feen her Sons flain, fighting for 
him, and had murder'd her Brother with his own 
Hands. Thus he, ever and anon, cried out, that 
he was become the Executioner of his Friends , nay 
to fuch a KJeighth of Indignation at himfelf, did his 
deep Remorfe drive him, that for the Ipace of three 
Days, he wholly abftain'd from Food, and became 
entirely regardlefs. of his former Sumptuouihels of 
Apparel. Some Priefts afcribed the Caufe of all 
thi?, to the Wrath of Bacchus^ becaufe Alexander 
had difcontinued his Sacrifices. However, being at' 
length induced, by his Friends, to refrefli his Body 
with a little Meat and Drink, he afterwards facri- 
ficjed to Bfccbus.^ for it was not unacceptable to 
him, to have that rather imputed to the Wrath of 
a God^ than to any Crime of his own. However 



* Tlmarch is one of them, ^.35. J^J.Steph, and Curtius another, 
£^.viii. eiip. 1. 4. the latter tells us this Story, as Ji« does all the reft 
of his Fi6l:ions, for undoubted Truth. 

* Freinjhemms, in his Annotations to Cftrttus, liS.v'm, cap, i. 11. 
calls her Name HeUsnice: Athen^us, lih. iv. cap, i, Lacnicne, buter- 
Toneoufly, as Gromvius imagines. JElian, lib, xxii. cap, i6, agrees 
with uirrian, Curtius lays, her two Sons were flain at the Siege of 
MiletHSf /i^.viii. cap. i, 8. tho' neither he, nor any other Author, 
now extant, gives us an Account of their I>»ths, in that Siege. 

he 
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be is certainly to be eommended. becaufe he neitfaer 
mack unfeemly Rejoicings, oh nis committing that 
Fa&, nor, what would have bom worfe, gioricj 
m it afterwards J but acknowledged his Orime^ in 
the moft fubmiffive manner imaginable. Scnne af> 
firm, that ' Anaxarcbus the Sophift, being ient by 
his Friends to comfort him, when he found him 
lying upon the Bed, and fighing, fiid, in Kailery, 
that he wonder'd why the antient Sages always 
placed Jujiice (b near Jupiter j unleis becaufe what- 
ever was decreed by Jupiter^ fhould therefore be 
deem'd juft ; and that all the AAions of fb great a 
King, as he was, ought firft ro appear juft to himf^^ 
and afterwards to me reft of Manldnd. And dicy 
add, that Alexander was hereupon much eaied of 
his Grief. But, in my Opinion, Anaxarcbus was 
guilty of a much greater Error rfian Alexander^ if 
he fuppofed it to be tfae ibber Refleftion of a wife 
Man, that a King ought not to be fb exceedingly 
anxious in doing good Aftions, as that whatever 
be did, (hould be fb accounted by the World. Some 
Authors report, that Alexander would have divine 
Honours paid him, becaufe he had conceived a 
Notion, that he was the Son of Hammon^ and not 
of Philip. But when he begim to affeft the Perfian 
and Median Cuftoms, i|nd to imitate them in his 
Attire, as well as his Manners, he then feem^d to 
fltemd in need of no Flatterer, to debauch his Mind, 



3 Curtius takes but little notice of this; for heonlyfiys, ii^.vii!. 
i0p. 1. II. that the MMcedonUns, inorder to alleviate the Kiqg'sMe- 
hncholy for the Lois of Clittis, decreed him lawfully put to Deatlu 
and would have hinder'd his Burial, had not the King commaodeil 
the cpntraryy tho' afterwards, US. viii. eaf. 8. he attributes the 
good Advice which brought Jlixander to him&l^ as given by Cal^ 
ffthenes. However, fl$t$nrcb will fet us right, in tlus Cafej for he 
ftys, f,ll. that Oill'i^btnis attempted to deviate the King'a Grief, 
with mar4 Diicour&i but HatMaxarchm was the Author of this 
here mentioiml by Jinism. 

not 
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nor any Sophift, fuch as Anaxarcbus^ or ^ A^is^ the 
Greek Foet, to feduce him. 

MMM. AM^ AM^ m»^ mM^ MMA aMM, AJUk Ilia AJI* ABA ASA ^^* ASA AMA •AA ASA ASA AAA AAA aAA 

C H A P- X. 

CALLIS^HENES the Olyntbian^ a Scholar of 
Ariftotle^ one of a Difpofition rough, and in* 
flexible, entirely diiapproved thefe Methods of pro* 
ceeding ; for which he is worthy due Praift : but 
what he has wrote, relating to that Affiur, ( if he 
really wrote it ) is no great Argument of his Humi* 
lity, fviz.J That Alexander^ and his Military Ex- 
ploits^ were no ways comparable to him, and his 
Writings : That he did not accompany him for any 
Glory he hoped, thereby, to acquire himfelf ^ but 
that he might render him the moft illufbrious, and 
moil: glorious, among Mortals: That he was not 
to build any Hopes of Divine Honours, upon thofe 
fkbulous Stories relating to his Mother, and his 
Birth ; but rather upon thofe Things, he ftould 
hand down to Pofterity concerning him. Some alfb 
(ay, that when he was ask'd by Pbilotas^ whom he 
deemM moft honoured by the People of Athens i he 
anlwer'd, Harmodius^ and Arifiogiton^ bccaufe ^hey 
had flain one of the Tyrants of their State, and 
diflblved the Tyranny. And when Pbilotas again 
ask'd him. If any one was, now, to put a Tyrant 
to Death, in which cxF the Grecian Stat^ would he 



■Mi 



♦ We have but a fcurvy Charadto of this Poet given us by Cur* 
tiur: « Apj of ^gos, %s he> li^, viii. Mf, f . 8. who wrote the 
*' vrcT&Vetfcs of any, except Chmlus, and deo the SidUan, (who 
** was not only a Flatterer by Di^dition, but by Birth, as moStSkim 
^ lions are) and many more, the very Scum ok the Cities they cams 
** fr om» were promoted by the Kic^ before his Friend$» aod th0 
« chief Officq:s of the Army." 

find 
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find Protc&ion ? he replied. If in no other, fiirely 
he would in Athens 5 for they^ had entered into a 
War, with the Sons of Hercules^ againft Euryftbeusj 
who had, at that Time, ufurpM the Government 
of Greece. As to the Adoration, which fhould have 
been paid to Alexander^ there goes a Story to this 
purpofe : it was agreed upon between him and his 
■ Sophifts, and thofe of the Perfian and Median 
Nations, who were of the higheft Rank, about him, 
that as they were drinking, they (hould fall into 
a Difcourfe on purpofe, which Anaxarcbus was to 
uflier In, by aflerting, that Alexander was more 
worthy to be efteem a a God, than either BaccbuSj 
or Hercules 'j and that, not £0 much on account 
of the Greatnefs of his AiSUons, as becaufe Bacchus 
was no more than a ^beban^ a Race of Men, fox 
Valour and Renown, no ways comparable to the 
Macedonians 5 and as for Hercules^ he was, indeed, 
a Grecian^ but his chief Glory was, that Alexander 
deduced his Origin from him ; and that, therefore, 
the Macedonians might, with much more Reafon 
and Juftice, attribute Divine Honours to their 
King, than either the ^hebans to Bacchus^ or the 
Grecians to Hercules. And as there was no doubt, 
but he would be worfhipped as a God, by his 
People, after Death ^ it would be much better 
to pay him the fame Adoration, in the Time of 
his Life ^ for after his Deceafe, no Fruits of the 
Honours beftow'4 upon him, by Mortals, would 
be able to reach him. 



Thefe were, jinaxarchus, AgU, and ChAnlus-^ to wlucli Tlue, 
torch adds, Bageas, and jignm : and no doubt but there were abun^ 
danc^ more. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 



THESE, and many other Things to the feme 
purpofe, were fpoke by Anaxarcbus ^ and when 
he had finilhed, thole who were of his Party, be- 
gun to applaud his Oration, and declare themfelves 
ready to begin their Adoration immediately ^ upon 
which, many of the Macedonians^ who difliked Anax^ 
arcbus^s Speech, held their Peace : but Calliftbenes^ 
breaking the general Silence, fpoke to Anaxarcbus 
in this Manner : '' I cannot, O Anaxarcbus^ deem 
*' Alexander unworthy any Honour, which it be- 
'^ comes a mortal Man to accept : But divine and 
^^ human Honours are widely different, as well in 
*' other things, as in the rearing of Temples, and 
'^ the eredtlng of Statues. To the Gods we confecrate 
*^ Temples, offer Sacrifices, and pour out Libations j 
*^ again. Hymns are peculiarly attributed to the 
** Gods : Praifes to Men, but accompanied with 
" no Adoration. Men we ufually kifs, by way of 
^^ Salutation ; but the Gods being placed aloft, it 
*^ is not lawful io much as to touch them, becaufe 
*^ they are Objedls of Worfhip. Dances are alio 
^^ led up, and Pceans fung in Honour of them ; 
^' which is no Wonder: But one fort of Honours 
^' is afcrlbed to the Gods, another to Heroes; 
*^ and the Honours paid to Heroes, is vaftly dif. 
^' ferent from divine Adoration. It is therefore a 
*^ Matter of the utmoft Importance, for us to avoid 
*^ confounding thefe Things, with one another ; and 
^^ neither by extravagant Accumulations of Ho- 
*' nours, to pretend to exalt Men above Mortality, 
*^ nor to debafe the Gods, by robbing them of the 
*^ Worfliip they, fo juftly claim, and reducing them 

'^ to 
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^ to a Level with Mankind. Even Alixander hiffl« 
*^ lelf, would be enraged, ihould any private Man 
^ uiiirp a Royal Tide, in an unlawful Manner : 
^* With how much more Juftice, may the Gods be 
^^ enraged, if any Mortal dares claim divine Ho- 
^ nours, or accept them, when oficr'd, by others. 
^ That Alexander is, and ought to be efteem'd of 
^ Heroes, the moft heroic ; of Men of Valour^ the 
^ moft valiant ; of KJngs, the moft King*like ^ and 
•^ of Emperors, the moft worthy of Imperial Dig- 
^ nity, none will deny. It was thy Province, O 
^ Anaxarcbus^ if it was any one's, to have inftUlM 
^^ fuch Notions as thefe into Akxander^s Mind, and 
^ to luve deterrM him firom thole oppofite to thraa, 
*^ by thy Diicourfe, which he daily del^hts in, be* 
^ caufe of thy Wifdom, and Learning. It was highly 
^ unbecoming thee, to be Author of fuch a Speech, 
^^ who oughteft to have call'd to mind, that thou 
^ waft not then giving Counfel to Cambyfesj or 
*^ Xerxes^ but to the Son of Philip^ who derives 
^* his Pedigree fit>m Hercules^ and JEacuSy whole 
^^ Anceftors came to Macedonia from Argos^ and 
** obtained the Kingdom, not by Force, but by 
^* Law, and Right. Even Hercules himfelf^ had 
^ no Divine Honours alcribed to him, by the <xrr- 
** cianSy during )iis Life, nor yet after his Death, 
** till they were commanded by the Delpbick Oracle^ 
^ to worlhip him as a God. But if there be Ibme 
^ few, who, among a Nation of Barbarians^ have 
•' degeneratea into the Barbarian Cuftoms and 
*' Manners, I befeech thee, O Alexander^ ftill to 
** continue mindful of Greece^ for whole lake this 
^ Expedition was undertaken, that thou mighteft 
^ join Afia to the Grecian Empire : Confidcr now, 
•^ when thou retumeft into tnine own Country^ 
^ whether thou wilt force the Greeks^ a free People, 
^ to pay thee Adoration ; or, if they are to be ex* 
^ empted, whether the Macedonians alone are to be 
^ loaden with that Dilgrace, or M^her difierent 

^^ Honours 
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^^ Honoucs are to be given thee by difierent People^ 
^' the Greeks and Macedonians approaching thee in 
^^ their antient Manner, with inch as belong to 
^ Mankind, and the Barbarians^ after theirs, fi^ 
^, luting thee with thofe, which none but the Giods 
^ can admit o£ If vou obje& to this, that Cyrus 
" the Son of Cambyfes^ was the firft of ail Men, 
^ who had Divine Worlliip ofier'd him, and that 
^^ this has been given to the Monarchs of Perfia^ 
^ and Mfdia^ ever fince ; confider, I t>efeech thee^ 
^^ that the Stpbians^ an indigent, but free People^ 
^ correded C^rus^ fer his unexampled Infbiency* 
^^ Darius the rormer, received a Check from another 
^' Nation oi Scpbians : Xerxes from the Atbenians^ 
^^ and Lacedamonians : Artaxerxes firom Ckarebus^ 
^^ and Xempbon^ with no more than Ten thoufand 
^^ Soldiers : and this Darius^ from Alexander^ before 
^* any Divine Honours have been decreed him/' 

CHAP. XIL 

THBSK and many other things, to the fanie 
purpofe, Cailiftbenes utter'd at that Time, 
which Alexander took heinoufly ^ but they were 
grateful to the Macedonians : which, when the King 
imderftood, he immediately fent to examin, whe* 
ther the Macedonians were mindful of the Adoration 
they owed him. While the King {poke, a profi>und 
Silence was obferved ^ after which, thole Perfians 
who tranicended others in Age, and fionours, roie 
up, and b^un to worfhip him, after the Perfiam 
Manner. But ' Leonnatus^ one of his Friends, ob* 

ferving 

^ C$trtms gives us a Storv not much unlike this, only inflead of 
LicwjatUf, he fiibftitutes Polypercm, who, he fajs, /ii. viii. cap. f, 
ax. ijrc, fitting next the King, begam to jeft upon one who touch'd 

th» 
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ferving one of them behave tindetently, IcofTd at 
his A^ion, as too abjeiSt, atid ridiculous ; whereat 
Alexander was much offended 3 but afterwards re- 
ceived him again into Favour. * Some jvrite, that 
Alexander took a Golden Goblet, full of Wine, in 
his Hand, and having drunk it off to the Perfon 
he defigned Ihould adore him, he rofe from his 
Seat, and having anfwer'd his Expedbations, re- 
ceived a Kifi, and departed. And this was per- 
formed by all the Company, in Order : But when 
the Cup came to CaUiftbenes^ he indeed rofe up and 
drunk the Wine, and drawing nearer, would have 
received his Kils, according to Cuftom, without 
performing his Worftiip ; and the King, then en- 
gaged in a deep Difcourfe with Hepbcefiion^ did not* 
oblerve whether he went thro* with it or no ^ but . 
Demetrius the Son o(Pytbona£tes^ one of his Friends, 
^feeing CaUifibenex approach nigh to kifi the King, 
acquainted him, that he had not done his Duty ; 
for which Reafon, he received a Repulle ; where- 
upon he departed, faying, he was only one Kifi 
Lofer. I am far from approving any of thefe 
Speeches of CalUfthenes^ which immediately tended 
to dilgrace his Sovereign; neither is his rigid ftiflP- 
liels, and fournefs of Di^ofition, any ways com- 
mendable : But this 1 may affirm, that whoever is 
refolved to ferve a Prince, muft fubmit to fiich 
Things as are deemed requifite to the Advancement 



the Ground with his Chin, biddiflg him hit it a litde harder ; which 
enraged the King to fuch a degree, that he cried out. Will not yoa 
Worlhip me? Am I to be ridiculed by you ? and plucking him down 
firom his Couch, he threw him upon the Ground, and as he lay ex^ 
tended. Now, fays Alexander , you do the fame thing yourielf; 
which you ridiculed in another j and ordering him into Cuftody, 
he difmifs'd the refl. However, at lafl, after a fevere Chaftifement, 
he pardoned him. 

* Vlutarchy f. 34. aflures us, this was Chares of MuyUne-y and the 
Story in that Author is very near the £ime with this, only Demetrius 
the Son of Pythona^esy is by him furnamed Pheidon. 

of 
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of that Prince's Honour ; and therefore I cannot 
but think, that Caliiftbenes became juftly odious to 
Alexander^ for the unfeafbnable, and unwarrantable 
Licenle which he gave to his Tongue, as well as 
for his £x)lifh Haughtinefs. And this, without doubt^ 
was the Reafbn, why fuch eafy Credit was given 
to the Information lodged againft hitti, of his be^ 
ing privy to the Confpiracy of fbme young Men, 
to take away Alexanders Life ; and this alfb 
. flrengthenM the Accufations of others, who pro« 
tefled, that they were induced, by him alone, to 
join in that Defign. 



CHAP. XIII. 

THE Story of this Confpiracy, is thus related* 
An Ordinance had been inftitutcd by Philips 
that the Sons of thofe Macedonians^ who had arrived 
to the higheft Pofls of Hpnour, fhould, as fbon as 
they were grown up, be ele(%ed to attend the Per- 
Ion of their Sovereign. Thefe were to ferve all the 
Offices about the King, to be his Guard when he 
flept, to recdive the Horfe from the Groom of the 
Stable, and bring him for the King to mount, to 
clothe him in a Perfian Habit, and be his Compa<^ 
nions when he rode out a Hunting. Among thefe^ 
vras Hermolaus the Son of Sopolis^ who feem'd to 
be much given [to the Study of Fhilofbphy, and 
Mvas an Admirer of Caliiftbenes. This Hermolaus^ 
on a certain Time, when the King went a Hunting, 
and a Boar made towards him, prevented him, 
by {biking the Bead: firft, which inunediately fell 
down dead. The King, enraged that this Oppor-^ 
tunity of fmiting the Boar was fhatch'd out of hi^ 
Hands, commanded the Youth inftantly to b<» 
Yoi. I* K whipped. 
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whipped, in fight of all his Companions, and his 
Horfe to be taken from him. Hermolaus^ deeply 
relenting this Dilgrace, communicated his Mind to 
Soflratus the Son of Amyiitas, one of equal Age with 
himfelf, and whom he exceedingly loved ^ and withal 
aflTured him, that his Life would be a Burthen to 
him, unlefs he could revenge this heinous Affront, 
upon his Sovereign. Soflratus ^ by rcafon of the 
great Love he had for him, eafily came into his 
Meafures j and he, afterwards, perfuaded ' Anti-, 
pater the Son of Afckpiodorus^ Governor of Syria^ 
to join with them; as alfb Epim^nes the Son of 
Arfeas^ and Anticles the Son of ^beocritus^ and 
Pbilotas the Son of Carjis the ^bracian. When 
therefore it came to Antipaters Turn to watch, 
they relblved, that Night, to kill Alexander in his 
Sleep. But it fb fell out, that the King, of his own 
accord, (as fbme fay) fat up drinking till Day-light : 
But Ariftobulus tells us, that a certain Syrian Wo- 



' Curtlus differs from Arrian herej for he makes Antifater one 
of thofe, who were drawn into this Confpiracy, and Afcltfiodorm 
another, /^.viii. caf,6,g. Whereas Arrum {hews us plainly, it was 
only Antipater the Son of Afclefiodorus, Governor of Syria, who 
has been mentioned before : notwithflanding which, Aldus, in his 
Edition of Curtius, has chofen to follow Arrian, Curtius has> in- 
deed, given us the Names ot the reft, but without any Account, 
who they defccnded from j which js the Caufe of infinite Miflakcs 
and Confufion in Hiftory. Raderus has been drawn into an Elrror, 
by following Curtius too clofe. Vide Comment, ad Curt. lib. viM. 
€ap. 6. lo. For he iays, that Nine being joined in the Confpiracy, 
and their Turns of watching, coming on once every Seven Nights, 
there muft have been juft Sixty-three ot thcfe Guards.— So Sy I 
too. ' But then, Hirrian has fairly prun'd away Afdephdorus from 
the Number J and as to Elaptonjus, and Nicoftratus, I much doubt 
of them, bccaufc I can find their Names, as Confpirators, no whe^c 
but in Curtius. So that the Number will be reduced to Eight, at 
inoft, if not to Seven, or Six. I am fure, Arrian reckons oiily Six^ 
and gives us their Names fo very plainly, as to admit of no Doubt; 
(viz..) Hermolaus the Son of Sopglis^ Soflratus the Son of Amyntary 
Antipattr the Son of Afclepiodorus -, Efimenes the Son of Arfea^i 
Anticles the Son of Theocritus ^ and Thilotas the Son of Carfis, 

aman« 
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man, a Prophetefs, followed Alexander ; flie was, at 
firft, look'd upon as little Ids than franticfc, both 
by hini, and his Friends ; but when, hy her divine 
Fury, flie had foretold him the Truth oi what would 
happen, by feveral Inftances, Ihe was no longer dis- 
regarded, but ordered to have free Accefi to the 
King, either by Day or Night, even tho' he was 
afleep. The King departing from the Banquet, 
late that Night, Ihe met him, in one of her divine 
Raptures, and begg'd that he would return, and 
drihk till iV^oriling. He, fuppofing fhe was then 
infpired, return d atcdrdingly, and fo rendered the 
young Mens Conlpiracy abortive. The next Day, 
Epimenes the Son of Arfeas^ one of the Confpira- 
tors, difclofed the whole Matter to ^ Chariclus the 
Son of Menander^ his Friend, who reveal'd it to 
Euryhcbus the Brother of Epimenes, Eurylochus^ 
entering the Royal Tent, declared the whole Affair 
to Ptolemy the Son of Lagusy one of his Body- 
Guards: He difcoverM it to Alexander^ who in- 
ftantly order'd all thofe whom Eurylocbus 'had 
named, to be apprehended ; each of whom, being 
examined apart, declared his being privy to the 
ConQ>iracy 3 and they gave the Names of feveral 
bthers. 



* Epimenes, according to Curtius, lib, viii. ca^f, 6, lo, difcovered 
this Confpiracy to his Brother Eutylochus, without taking any no- 
tice of C^atr/V/ei the Son of Menander, his Friend j he alfo joins X.w»- 
natus with Ptolemy, tho' Arrim makes no mention of him. They 
were fentenced, and ftoned to Death, fuflin, lib.xli, cap. 6. teUsus, 

that Euryldchus was put to Death by Alexander, But he being 

no way concerned in the Plot, but the Difcoverer thereof to Ttolc 
my, 'tis the ^oft unlikely thing imaginable, he fhould fuflferj on 
the contrary, Curtius'^ Teftiniony is much the more probable, (yiz,.) 



that he rewarded Eurylochus nobly, and gave him his Bi 
who, tho' one of the Confpirators, was the firft who di 



Brother's Life, 
difcover'd it. 
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CHAR XIV. 

AKJS^OBULUS adds, that the Confpirators, 
when feiz'd, not only confefi*d their own 
Guilt, but alledg'd, that they were inftigated there- 
to, by Calliftbenes ; and Ptolemy confirms his Re- 
lation. Some Writers give a different Account of 
this Matter, namely, that j4lexander bearing a 
deadly Grudge to CalUfibenesj and knowing the 
Intimacy which was between him and Hermolaus^ 
eafily entertained a Notion of his being concerned 
therein, from their ln£>rmation. ' Others affiire us, 
that Hermolausj being brought forth before the 
Macedonians^ openly confefs a, that the Plot was 
contrived by himfelf 3 for that it was below the 
Soul of a free Man, to bear the Injuries he had 
received from the King ; and that he, then, related 
all the Cruelties committed by Alexander^ in Order, 
namely, the unjufl Murder of Pbiktasj and the 
more inhuman one, of his Father Parmemoj and 
thofe who fuffer'd at that Time ^ the rafh, and bar- 
barous Aflaflinat'on of Clitus 3 his aifuming the 
Median Habit ; his £di<SP, for having Divine Ho- 
nours beftow'd upon himfelf, not yet recalled ; as 
alfb, his Drunkennefs, Sloth, and Luxury 3 all which, 
when he could no longer bear, he was willing, at 
once, to fet himfelf, and the reft of the Macedonia 
ansj free from fiich intolerable Slavery. They add, 
that then Hermolaus^ and his Accomfflices, were 



' Curtim is one of the Number : He lias given us the Speedi of 
Hermolausy at full Length, as exadly, as if he had taken fhort Notes 
thereof 5 as alio, Alexander's Reply, in two whole Pages> which my 
Readers may fee, by coaiulting him> li6, viii. caf, 7.^8. 

ftoned 
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ftoned to Death, by thofe who furrounded them. 
Arifiohulus adds, that * Calliftbenes was carried 
round the Army, in Chains, but afterwards died a 
natural Death ^ tho' Ptolemy affirms, that he was 
ftretch'd upon a Rack, and then crucified. So little 
do thefe two Writers, tho' otherwile of great Credit, 
agree between themfelvesj about things €0 manifeft, 
and the Circumftances of which, could not poffibly 
efcape their Knowledge, they being both, then, pre- 
lent : So that *tis no Wonder, thefe things are re* 
lated, by other Authors, in a Manner very different. 
But enough of thefe Matters, which I have, here, 
enlarged upon, becaufe they happened not long 
after the Story of Clitus ; and are therefore not un- 
fitly mentioned in this Place. 



^ The Manner of Callifthenes's Death, is varioufly related by Au- 
thors : jirrian has given us two different Accounts. Curtius tells 
us, he was rack'd to Death, lib, viii. caf, 8.11. Jufiin^ who is mod 
particular in this Cafe, affirms, lib, xv. ct^f, 3. that all his Limbs 
vrere cruelly mangled, his Ears, Lips, and Nofe lopp'd ofF, and that 
lie was afterwards inclofed in a Cage, with a Dog, and carried about 
in Terroremy till at laft, Lyfinrnchus l^indly gave him a Dofe of Poifbn, 
to put an End to his Mitery. Seneca, Suafar, i . calls him Alex/mder^s 
Treceft&r, and &ys, he wais run thro' with a Lance. ThiUflrMtts 
acquaints us, lib, viii. caf, i . that he was dain by the Mscedomdnst 
becaufe he affronted them, Diogenes Laertiusy in his Life of Ari/lotle, 
affirms, that he was carried about in a Caee, for a Show, and at ]aJ^, 
being feiz'd with the loufy Difeafe, was mrown to a Lyon. SuUas 
gives us an Account, of his being inclofed in a Cage, alon^ with 
one NeMrchust and that he died of the loufy Difeafe. Thus have I 
prefented my Readers with all thefe Opinions, that each oi them 
may pick and chufe, that which pleides him befl. I would willingly 

f've nim mine, but 'tis to no great purpofe, among fuch a Crowd, 
would even confiilt the Sieve and Sheers, throw the Coffee- 
Grounds, cafb the Dice upon a Drum-Head, or try anv other ing^ 
Hious Way, for his Satisfa^on i but after all, it will be fufficient 
to affiire him, that Hiflorical Fads, are not reducible to Mather 
inatical Ccrtaintjr. 




B. 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 

ABOUT this Time, arrived other Embafladors 
from the * European Scythians^ and with 
them, thoie whom he had di^atch'd thrther, re- 
turned. For the King which reign^ in Scytbia^ 
when Alexander lent his Embafladors, was dead, 
and his Brother had mounted his Throne. The 
Purport of this Embafly was. That the Scythians 
were willing to receive Alexanders Commands: 
They had alfb brought Prelents from their King, 
whicn, among them, were deem'd of great Value. 
To bind this League and Friendfliip between them 
the ftronger, the Scythian King propofed, to give 
his Daughter to Alexander to Wife, but if he 
deign-d not to accept of that Proffer, for himfelf^ 
the Princes of the Scythian Nation, and thole who 
were in Pofts of the higheft Honour, about his 
own Perfon, fhould beftow their Daughters in Mar- 
riage, to thofe who were his moft faithful Friends, 
and Followers : That he alfo, if he fo thought fit, 
would attend , him, in Perfon, to receive his Com- 
xnands. About this Time alfo, came * Pbaraimanes 

King 

' Curtius and Arrmn agree, in diftiijguifhing thefe from the Scy- 
thians call'd Ahii'^ but in calling them European Scythians, they arc, 
undoubtedly, in an En or. Their Ruler might probably be fbme 
petty Prince, on the other Side the River Jaxyrtusy . whofe Terri- 
tories were adjacent to BaBria, and who was either really iiippoie^, 
or falfely pretended, by the Macedonians, to be King of Scythia. 

* Curtius calls him Thrataphernes Governor of the Chorafmeni, and 
tells us, //^.viii. cap. I, 8. that his Territories border'd upon the 
MagagetA, and Dahi, two Scythian Nations, feated not far from the 
River O^ius, and the Caff tan Sea j and as this is confirmed by P/tf- 
iggmy^ ^ira(f^i^_ 'Dionyfius, and ^liny^ it is ftrangc that Jrrlan ihould 

• nqt 
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King of the Cborafineni^ to Alexander^ attended with 
a Body of Fifteen hundred Horle, who affirmed, 
that his Territories border'd upon Cokbosy and the 
Amazonian Nation ; and that if Alexander was wil- 
ling to undertake an Expedition againft thofe Coun- 
tries, which border upon the Euxine Sea^ he, for 
his part, would not only conduft him thither, with 
Safety, but alio provide his whole Army with all 
Neceflaries. Alexander firft difpatch'd the Scythian 
Embafladors, with a friendly Anfwer, well accom- 
modated to the Time ; but withal told them, that 
he was not inclined to accept of a Scythian Bride. 
Then, having highly extoll'd Pharaimanes^ and en- 
tered into a League, and Friendfhip^ with him, de- 
clared, that it was not convenient for him, at that 
Time, to think of marching towards the Euxine 
Sea ; but recommended him to Artahazus the Per-- 
fian^ to whom he had committed the Government 
of the BaSlriansy and other bordering Nations, and 
diimifs'd him. He alfo profefs'd, that his Mind was 
wholly bent upon an Expedition into India*, for 
when the Indians were fubdued, all Afia would be 
in his Power , and when Afia was his own, he would 
return into Greece^ and thence, with all his Land^ 
as well as Naval Forces, pais thro* the Hellefponty 
and Propontis^ into the Euxine Sea j and Pha-- 
raimanes protefted, whenever he came, to be rea- 
dy to fulfil his Promife. He then again directed 



i^ot only call him by another Name, but place his Country near the 
kuxine Sea, inftcad ok the Cajhian : To which I can only fay, that 
they were two different Perions, and two different Stories, how 
much relation ibever they may appc^ to have to each other. That 
they were two Perions, Anion puts out of doubt j tor he acquaints 
us, that Fhratafhernes, who was Governor of F/trthiay came to 
Alexander before, at Zarjafpe j and if the Perfbns be different, it i^ 
no ftrange matter to believe thfc Countries different; and Cttrtius 
may eafiTy be fuppofed guilty of an Error, in fubftituting Fhrata- 
f hemes, inftead ot Fharaimanes : He has play'd fifty ftch Tricks as 
this, before. 

R 4 his 
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his March to the River Oofus ; for he defignM to 
pay the Sogdians another Vifit, having received 
Intelligence, that many of them had betaken them-! 
felvcs to their ftrong Holds, and refufed to pay 
Obedience to the Governor, which he had placed 
pver them. And when he had pitched his Tents 
not far from the Banks of that River, two ' Foun- 
tains fuddcniy ifllied out of the Earth, near the 
Royal Pavilion, the one pouring forth Water, the 
pther pure Oil. This Prodigy being related to Pt(H 
lemy the Son of Lagus^ he declared it to the King^ 
who immediately oner'd Sacrifice, according to the 
Direftion of his Soothfayers 3 and received an An- 
fwer from Arifia^tder^ that the Ifountain of Oil 
portended, the great Toils he was to undergo, bu6 
that they >yould, at laft, be crown'd with Vidory. 



^ We have but a fmall Hint of this amazine Prodigy, in Cttrtius, 
which is as great a Prodigy as the other i for ne feldom fii£fers iiich 
a Story to flip thro* his Fingers. He ordy {ays, lt6,viu cap. 10. 13, 
f^c, " that the Water of the River Oxus hmg muddy, and un- 
f* wholefom to drink, Alextrnder's Soldiers wore rairced to dig Wells, 
♦' hut finding no Water, a Spring was at laft obferved in the King*^ 
•' Tent, which the Soldiers reported to haveburftforthonafiiddens 
** and the fupeyftitious King leem*d not unwilling to believe it the 
•* Gitt of fbmc pitying God.'*— It nauft be ibme tender-hearted God 
indeed, who would &ve thole Men by a Miracle^ who were the 
grand Plunderers of the Earth, and the Devourers of Mankind ; how- 
ever, if he was a pitying God, it was pity he had not fent the Spring 
a little iboner, and laved them the Trouble of digging.—— StrMio, 
by endeavouring to account for the Fountain of Qil by natural means> 
has quite ipoil'd the Miracle. Vide /i^.xi. p, 788. Cajduh. PUtforck 
tells us, that as Troxemus was breaking up the Ground, near the 
River Oxusy to iet up the Royal Pavilion, he diicover'd a Spring ot 
grois oily Liquor, which, after the Top was fcumm'd o£F> ran pure 
Oil, p, 3f. but then he adds, that it was little dif!ereiit from the 
Water of the River Oxus^^^r' No doubt but it was the &me. — — 
Thus the Miracle pf the Oil is quite knock'd o*th' Head ,* and as for 
^e Fountain of Water, I hope none of my Readers will take that 
for one : and, when the Prodigy is demolifbed^ the Iiiterpretation is 
trifling, and not worth the liftening to. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, XVL 

HE then, with part of his Army, march'd 
ftraight into the Country of the Sogdians ; for 
Polyfpercbon^ and Attains^ and Gorgias^ and Meleager 
were left in Baflria^ to keep that Province under 
Subje&ion, and as well to hinder the Barbarians 
fcom attempting to revolt, as to reduce thole who 
had revolted already. He divided his Forces into 
' five Parts ; the Command over the firft of which, 
was given to Hepbaftion ; the ftcond to Ptolemy 
the Son of Lagus^ one of his Body-Guards ^ the 
third to Perdiccas , the fourth to Canus^ and Arta- 
bazus : He himfelf, at the Head of the fifth, marched 
towards Maracanda ; the reft, as they could moft 
conveniently, entering the Country, reduced Ibmc 
of their ftrong Holds, by Force, and had others 
liirrender'd into their Hands. And after they had 
over-run the greateft part of thefe Territories, they 
all met together at Maracanda ^y from whence, he 
difpatch'd Hepbafiion^ to draw new Colonies into 
the depopulated Cities of the Sogdians. He alfb 
fent QenuSy and Artabazus againft the Scythians^ 
becaule he was informed, that Spitamenes had fled 
thither : Himfel^ and the reft of his Forces, march- 
ing towards the other Cities of that Country, which 
had revolted, eafily brought them under Subjection* 
In the mean time, Spitamenes^ at the Head of a 
iRand of Sogdian Exiles, who had fled into Scytbia^ 



* His Army, according to Curtius, li&. viii. cap. i. i. was only 
divided into three Parts j the Command over the firft of which, he 
beftow'd on Hefhtfiim; that over the iecond, on CdouiSi and re- 
fcryed the third to himiel£ 

and 
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and about * Six hundred Maffagetce Horfe, attacked 
a certain Caftle in BaSfria^ the Governor whereof, 
imagining no Enemy near, was fiirprized, and taken 
Prilbner, and all the Soldiers in the Garrifbn flain. 
Having thus taken this Caftle, they were mightily 
elated, and, in a few Days, marcn d to Zariafpe, 
which City, nevertheleis, they durft not befiege; 
but, ravaging the Country round, gathered toge- 
ther much Spoil. There were, then, in that City, 
ibme of the mercenary Horfe, who had been left 
there, by reaibn of their ill State of Healthy and 
with theie, Pitbon the Son of Soficks^ the Overfeer 
of the Rpyal Houfhold of Zariafpe^ and AriftQnicus 
the Harper, Thefe, having; notice of this Hidden 
ilirode of the Scythians^ ( for they had, now, reco- 
covered their Health fo far, asi to be able to mount 
their Horfe?, and bear Arms) hayii:ig gathered to- 
gether about Eighty of the mercenary Horle, which 
had been left at Zariafp?^ and fome of the Royal 
Youths of the Houlbold, march'd againft the Ene- 
my ^ and attacking the Scythians on a ludden, when 
they leaft expeded any fiich Treatment, they took 
from them all the Spoil they had gathered together, 

* This is told in a manner fb very different, by Curtiusy that one 
would hardly flifpeft it to be the fame Story. " The Ixmifhed 
*« BaHriansy fiys he, liS. viii. f4^. i. 5. With Eight hundred Maffa- 
«* getan Horfe, wafted the neighbouring Villager j to reprefs whofe 
** Infblence, jittimisy the Governor over thofe Parts,"—- I cannot 
imagine, who made him Governor j for we never fb much as heard 
of his Name before — - " march'd with Three hundred Horfe, little 
** iiifpedling an Ambufeade, which the Enemy had laid in a neigh- 
" bouring Wood, ordering a fmall Party to drive fbme Cattle, to 
«« decoy them the eafier. Then ftraieht Attinas, without obferv- 
'* ing any Order, purfued hard after them, and entering the Wood, 
«' they who were hid there, broke forth upon them, and cut off 
** all his Men.**—— Ay, and him too, I flippofe ; for we never hear 
a Word of him afterwards. I leave the Comparifbn to my Readers. 
But now, as a celebrated Critic, and Cotemporary of mine, fays 
upon another Occafion, Methinks I fmell a Rat : This Attinas, tho' 
Curtius has fet him up for a Governor, f^ms to be neither better 
nor worle thasi* ArifionlcHs the Harper, mention^ by Arntm. 

and 
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and flew great Numbers of thofe who guarded it. 
But returning in a loofe and carelefs manner, with- 
out regard to Order, as having no Head, or Cap- 
tain, they fell into an Ambuicade of the Scpbians^ 
placed there by Spitamenes^ where Seven of the 
Auiciliariesi ana Sixty of the mercenary Horfe were 
flain ; and there 'Ariftonicus the Harper died, hav- 
ing behaved himlelf more like a brave Soldier, than 
aMufictan^ but Pithonyhtrng wounded, fell alive 
into thb Enemies Hands. . ' 




P H A P. XVII. 

AS ibon as the News of this Defeat came t:o 
Craterus, he immediately march'd againft the 
Majfagetx^ who, when they tieard of his Approach, 
fled towards the Defart j but were hotly purfued 
by him, and they, and others of the ^tne Nation, 
to the Number ot about a Thouland ttor^, were 
overtaken, juft at the Edge thereof ^ and ^ fharp 
Conflid happening thereupon, the Macedonians were 
Viftors. Of the Barbarians^ about ' One hundred 
and fifty were flain ; the reft efcaped into the De- 
lart, Craterus, and his Soldiers, not being able to 
purfue theni further. In the mean while, * Arta^ 



' Curtius gives us this different; Craterus, fays he, //^.viii. r. i.6, 
being -inform'd of the kte Dilafter, came with all the Horfe under 
his Command; but the Maffageu were gone out of his Reach. 
However, a Thoufend of the Dahd were llain by him; and fo the 
Rebellion ended. 

* Hereabouts, Curtius diverts his Readers with a Hunting-Match, 
in the Woods of Bazaria, //^. viii. cap, 1. 1 iy(^c, but it has puzzled 
all his Commentators, to find out where this Bazaria was ; no Geo- 
grapher, no Hiftorian, nor any Author, but himfclf, eVer dreaming 
ot fuch a Place. The Story is romjintick enough; and £o, in ^y 
Opinion, is the Country too, 

hazus 
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hazus begging to be difcharged from his CJovcrn* 
ment of Ba£lria^ by reafbn of his advanced Age, 
his Petition was granted, and j4kxander fubftituted 
5 Amyntas the Son of Nicolaus^ to fucceed him ; 
and having left Cams there, with his own, and 
Meleagers Troops, befides Four hundred of the 
auxiliary Horfe, all the Pikemen on Horfeback, 
and the Badrians^ and Sogdians^ under Amyntas ^ 
the chief Command over all thefe, was given ' to 
Canus^ who ordered them to winter in Sogdia^ part- 
ly for Garrifons to defend the Country, and partly 
to encounter Spitamenes^ if he Ihould attempt to 
make any Inrode there, during the Winter. But 
Spitamenes^ underftanding that all Places were filPd 
with Macedonian Garrifons, and that it would be a 
difficult Matter for him to make a Retreat, if he 
had Occafion, refolved, at once, to turn his whole 
Power againil Canus^ and his Forces, imagining, 
he would penetrate the moil eafily into the Country 
that Way ; And when he approach'd Gaha^ a for- 
tified Place, belonging to the Sogdians^ feated on the 
Borders between them„ and the Majfageta Scythians^ 
he drew in Four thoufand Scythian Horfe, to join 
his Forces, that they might make an Irruption into 
Sogdia. Thefe Scythians being extream poor^ as 
having neither Cities, nor fix'd and certain Habi- 
tations, nor pofleffing any thing, which they were 
afraid to lofe, were eafily induced to join their 
Forces with any Nation. Cc^nus having Intelligence 
^ of Spitamenes^s Approach, march'd forth, with his 
Army, to meet him ; and a (harp Battle thereupon 
enfued, in which the Vi&ory fell to the Maeecbh 
nians. The Barbarians lofl above Eight hundred 
Horfe, and Ccenus about Twenty-five Horfe, and 



^ jirta^azus's Province, according to Cur$iusj lih, viii. enp, i . 1 9. 
was given to Clitus ; but his Death happening prcfcntly after, it was 
then beilow^'d upon Amyntm, 

Twelve 
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Twelve Foot, in this Conflidt. The Sogdians who 
furvived this Day's Action, as alfb many of the 
Bailriansj leaving Spitamenes in his Flight, came 
to Canusy and having furrender'd themfelves into his 
Power, fwore Fidelity to him ; but the Maffagetaj 
and other Scythians^ after the Lofs of the Battle, 
having feiz'd upon the Baggage of the BaSirianSj 
and Sogdians^ their Allies, accompanied Spitamates 
in his Flight into the Defart. But when they came 
to underftand, that Alexander was preparing to 
icour thefe Places, they flew * Spitamenes^ and hav- 
ing cut off his Head, ient it as a Pcefent to Alexan^ 
der^ hoping, by this A&ion, to make him ceaie his 
Purfuit after them. 



^ Curtius has cook'd up a kind of a Love-Story here, lih, viii. 
tfif. J. ly^c, and makes Spitamenes fall by the Hands of his Wife. 
<' She 1^ been the conftant Companion, he fays, both of his Flights 
« and Banilhment -y but, at laft, grew weary of his Misfortunes, and 
« begun to uie all her ibft Arts, to per£iade him rather to try Alex" 
«« *>»</er's Clemency, than endeavour to efcape his Power j and begg'd 
«' of him, for the £ikeof his three Children, whom (he then fhew-'d 
«• him, to grant her Requeft. He, imagining Treachery at the Bot- 
** tomxif all this, threatened to di4>atch hers and had certainly been 
«« as good as his Word, had not her Brothers hinder'd him. However, 
** ie ordered her out of his Sight, and ^ent the Night among his 
<* Miftredes. Notwithftaading all this, he condefcended to admit 
** his Wife 5 but begg'd of her, for the future, not fo much as to mcn- 
'< tion a Surrender. She then made ufe of all her Rhetorick, to ex- 
«* cufe herfclf 5 and did it £0 effcdhially, that he was refbfved to get 
« drunk— by way of Thankfgiving. — He was then carried intonis 
*« Chamber 5 and when his Wife perceived how he lay, ihe drew a 
^^ Sword, which fhe had brought for thatpurpofe, and cutting off his 
«* Head, delivered it to a Servant, who, alone, was privy to the De- 
** fign. Thus attended, Ihe came, all bloody, to juexander's Camp s 
** wicrc Sfuameneis Head was ihew*d, and the whole Story told. 
• However, the KLing, imagining that the Horror of the Adlion, cx- 
** ceeded the Obligation (he nad laid upon him by it, commanded her 
** to depart out of the Camp.** Raaerus lays, this Story refembles 
that of ymSth, in many Particulars, only it was much more barba* 
rotts.— • To which} Ithink, I may make bold to add,-— and much 
more A^ocrj^hal, 



1 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

ABOUl* this Time, Ctierius and Crdtefus re- 
turned to Alexander at Ndutaca ; as alfb did 
" Pbrataphernes Governor of the Partbidns^ and 
Stafanor Governor bf the Arii^ having executed 
whatfoever had been ordier'd them. Alexander then, 
giving his Army a little Reft, (for it was now Win- 
ter) dilpatch'd Pbrataphernes iiltb the Country of 
the Mardi and 2l?/>/W, to bring * Pbradates the Go- 
vernor of them before him, in Chains, becaufe he 
had been offen fent for, and refufed to come. Sta- 
fanor was dili)atch'd againft the Drangce-y and ^ Atro-^ 
pates againft the Medesj becaufe Oxydates Governoi* 
of Media^ was inclinable to revolt. "^ Stamenes he 
ordered to Babylon^ becaufe MaZceus^ the Ruler 



' Arrian has told us of the Arrival of thcfe Two before, as alfb, 
ivhat their CommifTion was j for which Rcafbn, I wonder why he 
repeats it here. 

• He is ufiially calPd by this Name, in Curtius ; but never by jirr'uoh 
except in this Place. 

' Curtms tells us, Arfaces was fent into Media, to fupply the Place 
of Oxydates j which, I think, mufl be a Mifhke, and which I hope 
to rectify. Alexander having now drawn his Army into Winter- 
Quarters, had Time to liflen to the Complaints of all fiich, as had been 
opprefs'd by his Deputies, and to hear how Affairs went at a Diflance; 
and being inform*d, thzt Arfames, (whom his Father ArtahazMs had 
fiibflituted to govern the Drang a, a Part of his Province) was incli- 
nable to revolt, he fcnt Stafanor to bring him to himi which he did, 
in Chains i whereupon he was appointed his Succeffbr. ThratA' 
f hemes was difpatch'd, upon the fame Errand, againft AutophraJates^ 
and had his Government conferred upon him. Atropates was alfb 
fent aeainfl Oxydates, and was deputed Governor of Media, which 
he held, or at leafl a Part thereof, till Jiis Deaths and his Succeflbrs 
continued in PoflcfTion thereof, many 'Ages after.. 

^ CurtiHs calls him DeStamenes, lib. vii. cap, 5.17. and takes no 
notice of thofc, who were fent into Maadmia for Recruits. 

thereol; 
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thereof, was faid to be dead ^ and Sopolisj and Epo^ 
ciilusj and M^ncedas he dilpatch'd into Macedonia^ 
to fetch Recruits from thence. Then, at the Ap- 
proach of the Spring, he directed his March to a 
5 Fortrefi built upon a Rock in Sogdia^ into which 
many of the Inhabitants of thefe Parts had fled for 
Refuge : among whom, were the Wife, ahd Daugh- 
ters of Oxyartes the BaSirian ^ for Oxyartes^ wheii 
he revolted from Alexander ^ had taken care to have 
them convey'd thither, as to an impregnable Place. 
And it appeared plain to him, that if that Fort was 
once taken, the Sbgdians would have no Place of 
Strength left, to invite thena to Rebellion. As fooa 
as Alexander approached the Rock, he found it 
every way fteep, rugged, and difficult of Accefi ; 
and that the Barbarians had laid up ftore of Corn, 
for a long Siege. The great Depth of the Snow 
likewife made the Afcent up the Rock much more 
difficult to the Macedonians ^ and at the fame time, 
fupplied the Barbarians with Plenty of Water. 



* The Story of the ftorming this Rock, and that in chap,xxu are 
£o ftrangely confounded by Curtius, that k will be a difficult Task 
to fct Things in a clear Light. Freinfljemius has endeavoured to 
bring him off, as well as he could j but he has made lame Work on't, 
and the befl that can be laid, is, he has run into a vafl number of 
Abfurdities, for want of Judgment. In the firft place, he makes 
jirimasus Governor of this Rock. — That might be, for any thing 
I know to the contrary, becaufe Arrian mentions not the Gover- 
nor's Name : however, Arrian aflures us, that the Wife, and Daugh- 
ter of Oxyartes were taken, at the Surrender of this Rock; and 
Alexander marrying the Daughter, the Father, fbon after, fiibmit- 
ted. Curtms niakes her firft, the Daughter of Cohortanus^ lib, viii. 
cap, 4. 20. whom he makes Governor of a third Rock, no-body 
knows where, contrary to all Authors y and not only fb, but con- 
trary to himfelfj for he mentions her twice or thrice afterwards, 
as the Daughter of Oxathr$s, or Oxyartes, See Curt, lib, x. cap. 5 . 1 1 . 
& //^.x. cap, 8. 10. — That they were taken at this Rock, is evi- 
dent, htc^xxit Oxyartes having fubmitted, was made ufe of by AleX' 
ander, to induce Chorienes, the Governor of the other Rock, to iur- 
render j and this even Curtius owns, tho* he no where tells us, when 
Oxyartes fiibjuitted, and has given Chorienes another Name. 

However, 
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However, in fpite of all thefe Dangers, Alexander 
refolved to befiege it : For the pitoud and iniblent 
Anfwcr fent him by the Barbarians^ ferved only 
to inflame him with the greater Thirft of Glory and 
Revenge. For when he lent them a Summons, to 
liirrender the Place, with an Offer, that every one 
of them Ihould be fuffer*d freely to return to their 
Habitations; they mock'd him rudely, and barba* 
roufly, and inquired, whether he had fumiih'd him- 
felf with \(ring d Soldiers, for the ftorming that 
Rock? for otherwifcL they had no Caufe to be 
afraid, it being out of the Power of all other Mor-^ 
tals, to afcend it, by Force. Then Alexander or- 
der'd a Proclamation to be iflued forth, that the 
firft Man who gain'd the Top of the Rock, fliould 
have a Reward of * Twelve Talents beftow'd upon 
him s and the fecond, and third ihould be gratified 
in Proportion to the Order of their Afcent ; and 
even the lafl: of Ten, ihould have Three hundred 
Darics. The extraordinary Hopes they conceived 
of this Gratuity, added new Vigour to the Maceda^ 
nians^ who, even of themfelves, »were fufiiciently 
adventurous, upon the bare Thirft of Glory. 



^ This Reward, Cutttus fays, Ub. vii. Mf, 1 1. ii* was only pro- 
claimed to the firft Ten ; the foremoft of which, was to have Tea 
Talents i the (econd, Nine> and to decreafe in the fame ProportioD} 
fi> that the laft ot the Ten, Ihould have One. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

HA V i N G, * therefore, chole out of his whole 
Army, about Three hundred, of thofe who 
had been mofl accuftom'd to icale Walls, and climb 
up Rocks, in Sieges, they took with them the Iron 
Pins, which they had ufed in pitching their Tents, 
and which they defign'd to fix in the Snow, where 
it was fufficientiy hardened by the Froft, or in the 
Ground, where no Snow lay. To thefe Pins, they 
tied ftrong Ropes, and, in the dead of Night, made 
the beft of their Way, to that Part of the Rock 
which was moft ftecp, and rugged, and where, of Con* 
&quence, a Guard was deem d the leaft neceilary ^ 
and then, having fix'd their Iron Pins, fbmetimes 
in the Snow itfelf, where-ever the Frpft had har- 
den'd it, and fbmetimes in the Ground, where it 
was bare, they hoifted themfelves up, by little and 
little, ibme in one Place, and fbme in another. 
* Thirty of thofe, perilhed in the Afcent, and by 
falling down headlong from the Rocks, were burie4 
io deep in the Snow, that their Bodies could not 
be found. The reft, having gain'd the Top by 
Break of Day, made a Signal to their Friends below^ 



' The King, according to Curtius, lib, vii. caf. ii. 8. was his 
bwn Herald ; and in a Speech which he makes, to animate his Sol" 
iiiers to climb this Rock, among other Things, he tells them. They 
have accompanied him over Mountains covered with Snow, in pol^ 
fing the Straights of Cilicia, and in bearing the Gold of frozen Imlia, 
■ This laft Paragraph is ftlfe j for, in me firft place, neither he, 
nor any of them, had ever yet fct Foot in Irutia j and, fecondly, he 
has given it a quite wrong Epithet } tor in all the Parts ot IfkBa, 
v^here-ever he cnme afterwards, he had much more Reafo^ to com- 
plain ot Heat. [ 

* Cnrtius fays Thirty-two, W.Vii. caf.ii, ifs 

Vol. I. & where 
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where they were arrived, by waving their Handker- 
chiefs over their Heads ; for fo Alexander had com- 
manded them. Upon this, he immediately difpatch'd 
3 a Herald, to give the Barbarians a fecond Sum- 
mons to furrcnder, without Delay, for that he had 
furnilh'd himfelf with wing'd Soldiers, liich as they 
fpoke of, who had already polTefs'd themielves of 
the utmoft Summit of the Rock ; and then the 
Soldiers, who had gained that Poft, ftiew'd them- 
felves. The Barbarians^ terrified with this unex- 
pc6ted Sight, fuppofing them to have been many 
more, and much better arm'd than they really were, 
immediately ^ furrender'd : So great a Dread fell 
upon them, at the Sight of a few Macedonians. The 
Wives, and Children of many Great Men were 
there taken , and, among the reft, thofe of Oxyartes. 
The Daughter of Oxyartes was named ^ Koxane^ a 
Virgin, but marriageable, and by the general Con- 
fent of Writers, the moft beautifiil of all the Afiatick 
Women, Darius^s Wife excepted Alexander was 
ftruck with Surprize, at the Sight of her Beauty^ 
ncverthdefs, being fully refblved not to offer Vio- 
lence to a Captive, he forbore to gratify his Defires, 
till he took her, afterwards, to Wife. This Ad: 
of his, undoubtedly, deferves the higheft Honour, 



^ It was Cofhes the Son of Arta^Mzus, according to Cttrttus, 
W.vii. cap. II, i|. 

* " ^imazesy iays CurtitiSy lib.yW, cap. ii. 28. looking upon his 
" Condition as more defpcrate than it realiy was, with moft of his 
*' Commanders, came down to AhxanJer's Camp; all whom he or- 
*' dcr'd to be fcouigsd firft, and afterwards to be hang'd up at the 
«* Foot of the Hill.**— This they certainly dcfcrvcd, for their Cow- 
ardice, whether they had it or 00. 

^ She is cali'd the Daughter of Cohertmusy bj Curtimy tho', as I 
have already obferved, he contradifts himfclr twice afterwards* 
namely, lib/ix, cap. 8. 10. 8c lib.x. cap. ^.11. Frtm/hemius ima- 
gines, a Chaim in the Manuicript Copies to be the Occaiioa of this 
Error. -^ He would do a good C^, if he could bring him as cleverly 
off, in all tike reft of his Errors : -^ and as to the Name CobortanMs, he 
thinks it oi^ly a Corruption from Chrifnes, 

that 



•■ t 



Alexander'^ Expedition. 259 

that can be given him. And as to the Wife of 
Darius^ ( whole Charms furpafs'd all the AfiatUks ) 
he either had no Defires towards her, or he tpok 
care to curb his Defires, notwithftanding he was in 
the very Heat of Youth, and at the Height of 
Glory, which are commonly great Debauchers of 
the Mind, and often caufe Men to make a bad Ufe - 
of thofe Advantages which Fortune has put into 
their Hands. But he, out of a certain Awe or Re* 
verence, forbore to touch her ; and herein fiiew'd 
himielf no leis a Pattern of true Contincncy, than 
he had before done, of heroic Fortitude. 



CHAP. XX. 

THERE is a Report, that a fhort while after 
the Battle of Jjfus^ which was fought betwixt 
Alexander and Darius^ a certain ' Eunuch, to 
whom the Cuftody of Darius's Wife was commit- 
ted, efcaped out of the Camp, and fled to)Darius ; 
whom, when the King faw, he firft ask*d him, whe- 
ther his Children, and Wife, and Mother were 
alive ? and being anfwerM, that they were not only 
alive, but were fliled Queens, and received all the 
Honours which they had been accuftomed to s he 
again inquired, whether his Wife continued chafte ? 
which he affirmed, and added, that the Conqueror 
had not fb much as offer'd any Violence to her 



' He is call'd Tyriotest by Cttrtifu, Uh. iv. cat. lo. 28. and Tfros, 
by Tlutarch: however, his Name is not material. Curtius has made 
a long Story of it, and lhcw*d his Talent in Rhctorick, as he always 
does, tp the utmoft Advantage. It were well, if he did not ibme- 
times ftretch his Invention a little too much, and fiicrificc Truth, 
and good Senfc, for the iake of empty Sound, and bare Proba- 
bility. 

S z Ferfbn, 
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Perfon, which might tend to his Difgrace. All this 
he confirm'd by an Oath ; and aflured the King, 
that his Wife continued in the fame State in which 
he left her ^ and that Alexander was the moft tem- 
perate and chafte Prince upon Earth. Whereupon^ 
Darius is (aid to have lifted up his Hands to Hea- 
ven, and poured forth his Prayers in this manner : 
*' O Jupiter^ who haft the Di4>ofal of all the States, 
^' and Kingdoms of the Earth, in thy Hands ^ grant 
^^ to re-eftate me in the Empire of the Medes and 
^ Perfians^ which I once enjoy'd. Biit if thou haft 
^' already decreed otherwife, and I muft now ceafe 
*' to be Lord of Afia ^ I beg, and intreat thee, to 
" confer my Dominions rather on Alexander^ than 
^^ any other.** So much are good and generous 
A6ks regarded, even by Enemies. * Oxyartes un- 
derftanding that the Rock was won, and his Wife^. 
and Children taken, and befides, that his Daughter 
Roxane was betrothed by the Conqueror, he aC' 
fumed his Courage, and came to Alexander^ where 
he received all the Honours,, to which fuck an Afiv« 
nity could intitk him. 



T * CurHus tells us, Uh,vnu cap,i, i^. " thit OxyartfSy (or Oxatkres^ 
•* or OoMTtes) a BaBrum, was cmploy'd by Alexander, to advife Syfi* 
" methres to deliver up the Rock, which he govern'd:**— Whereas, 
according to his own Account, Oxathres had not then furrender'd 
himfclf 5 and Arrian plainly afliires us, he did not, till the Rock, 
wherein his Wife and Children were left, for Security, was taken^ 
«iior even then, till he was aflured^ Alexander hs^d married hisDaugh: 
.tcr Bfixane. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

WHEN Alexander had fecured his Conguefts 
in SogdiUy by his obtaining PofTeffion oif this 
Rock, he led his Army ^againft the ' Paratacce^ be- 
cauie he had received Intelligence, that there was 
another Fort eredted upon a Rock in that Country, 
into which abundance of the Inhabitants had re- 
tired. This was named the Rock of Oborienes^^ 
and * Cborienes himfelf, and other Great Men, in 
vaft Numbers, had chofen that Place for their 
Safety. The flant Height of this Rock was about 
Twenty Stadia, and the Circuit thereof near Sixty, 
every where fteep, and craggy. There was only 
one Alcent leading to the Summit, hewn out by 
Art, and purpofely made lb extreamly narrow, as 
not to admit of two Men to afcend a-breaft. The 
Foot of this Rock was alfb furrounded with a deep 
Ditch ^ {o that whofoever would lead an Army to it, 
muft, of neceffity, reduce Ibme part of the Ditch to 
a Level, before he could bring his Forces to a con- 



■ After Alexander had beftow*d CUtus^s Province on Amyntas^ 
Curtius 6ys, he march'd ftraight to Xemppa, a Country hard by, 
M. viii. cap. 2. 14.— Now, where this Xenippa was, is the Queftion, 
The Name is Greek i but no other Author mentions it. Well, after 
he had performed Wonders there, by reducing a parcel of Rogues 
to Reafbn, he came, with his Army, to a Country call'd Naura, 
liS.viii. cap. %. 19.-— Another Province, which no Geographer takes 
notice of. However, I think it may be the ParatacA, which Arrian 
here mentions, and which is well known. 

* Curfius tells us, /i^. viii. cap.i.j. xhaxSyfimthres was Governor 
of this Rock, and C(»^tfr//»w«/ of another, where Roxane was taken 
Prifoncr : But Ke is contradided in the firft AfTertion, by Arrian, and 
the laft, by Plutarch, and Strah ; And, to confefs the Truth, it is a 
4ifficult matter to know what to make of his Relation. 

S3 veriient 
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venient Station for an Aflanlt. Alexander^ however, 
in fpite of all thefe Difficulties, reiblved to under- 
take the Task, as deeming no Place inacceflible, or 
impregnable, againft fuch an Aflailer : fb gi^eat a 
Confidence did he place in the continued Courie of 
his Succeffes. Having, therefore, order'd a vaft 
number of Fir-Trees, which grew every where, near 
this Mountain, to ht cut down, he commanded 
Ladders to be made of them, whereby his Soldiers 
might deicend to the Bottom of the } Ditch, which 
they could do by no other Contrivance. All Day 
long, Alexander employed the half of his Army 
upon this Task ^ and in the Night-time, Perdiccasy 
Leonnatus^ and Ptolemy the Son of Lagus^ having 
divided the other half into three Farts, took care 
to fee the Work carried on ; which was of fo great 
Difficulty, bv reaibn of the extraordinary Hardnefi 
of the Rock, that they finiih'd no more than 
Twenty Cubits in a whole Day, and in a Night 
much lefi, tho* the whole Army laboured therein, 
by Turns. However, defcending into the Ditch, 
and forcjng large wooden Files into the Bottom, at 
fuch^ a convenient Diftance firom each other, as to 
be able to bear a certain propofed Weight ; upon 
the Tops of thefe Files, they laid vaft Hurdles of 
Ofiers, or other Twigs bound together, and thofe 
they covered with Earth, that the Army might pais 
over the Ditch as upon a Bridge. The Barbarians^ 
at firft, mock*d the Macedonians Attempts, as dan* 
gerous, and ill-concerted j but when they found 
themfelves gall'd with their Arrows, and perceived, 
that, notwithftanding the Advantage of their high 
Station, they were unable to drive them from their . 
Work, becaufe of the Coverings they had contrived 
to defend themfelves with, againft Darts, and other 



' This, Curtius fays, was a River, Uh. viii. caf. i. 2.4. wliic!i« 
coming from a higher Ground, run with a very rapid Courie i and 

Ale^tamier fill'd it up with Trees, and RubbiJh. 

miflive 
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miffive Weapons, from above ; Cborienes^ amazed 
at the Greatnels of the Attempt, immediately dif- 
patch'd an Herald to Alexatuier^ defiring that 
Oxyartes might }>e lent to him ; which was granted, 
and when he came, he failed not to perfuade him. 
to furrender his Rock and himfelf into yiiexander% 
Hands ; for that no Place was inacceffible to him^ 
and his Army ; and the more to induce him to fub- 
mit himfelf, he cxtolFd the King's Goodnefs and 
Generofity, whereof he was an eminent Example. 
Cborienes^ won by thefe Arguments, came, with 
ibme of his Friends and Relations, to Alexander^ 
who received him with the utmoft Refpedt, and 
rank'd him among the number of his Friends , and 
having ordered ibme of thofe who came down with 
him, to . afcend again, and command thoie who 
kept the Rock to deliver it up, it was accordingly 
delivered, Alexander^ then, accompanied with about 
Five hundred Targetecrs, mounted the Rock, on 
purpofe to view the Top thereof j and was fb fer 
from doing any thing which might redound to Chen 
rienes^s Difgrace, that he committed the Rock again 
into his Cuftody ; and not only fo, but reftored him 
all his former Government. *♦ About this Time, ( it 
being ftill Winter, and the deep Snow covering the 
Earth, during this Siege) the Army was reduced 
to fome Streights, for want of Forage, and other Ne- 
ceflaries ; but Chorienes^ in fome meafure to requite 
Alexanders Liberality, proffered to furnifh the whole 
Army with Provifions, for two Months ; and ac- 
cordit^ly, out of the Stores, he had laid up for a 
Siege, he diftributed Corn, and Wine, and Salt* 
Meat to the Soldiers^ in every Tent ; all which, when 



^ We have not a Syllabic of the Contents of the remaining Part of 
this Chapter, in Curtius. However, to make us amends, he has 
obliged us with the taking of another Rock, wherein, he (ays, Roxaw 
was taken : but as we have taken her before, we (ball take no farther 
nQticc of him, nor h?r neither. 

S 4 he 
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he had diftributcd, for the full Time propofed, he 
affirmed, that the Tenth part of what they had 
before gathered together, was not yet exhaufted. 
Alexander^ upon this, efteem'd him the more, be- 
caiife he had plainly fhew'd, that his Surrender of 
the Rock, was more to be imputed to his own In- 
clinations that way, than to any Force of an Enemy 
from without. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

THESE Things thus happily perform^, Alex-* 
ander march'd againft the Ba6frians^ and, at 
the fame time, difpatch'd Craterus^ with Six hun- 
dred auxiliary Horle^ and his own. and Polyffercbon'sj 
Attaius^s and Alcetesh Troops or F'oot, againft Ca^ 
tarns y and Auftanes^ who alone, were now remain-p 
ing, of all the Revolters, in Paretacs. A Iharp 
Battle hereupon enfued, wherein Oaterus being 
Viftor, CatanesvfSLS flain, and Aujianes taken alive, 
and brought, in Chains, to Alexaitder . About One 
hundred and twenty of the Barbarian Horfe fell in 
this Battle, and near Fifteen hundred Foot. This 
done, Craterus alfb march'd into BaSlria^ where, 
at that Time, the Confpiracy of Callifibenes^ and the 
Youths of the Royal Guard, againft y^xanders 
Life, was deteded. From BaSlria^ the Spring now 
coming on^ he pufli'd forwards, with all his Forces, 
for ' India^ QAmyntas being left Governor oiBaliria^ 

with 



" " When jilexamUr^ fays Curtius, Ub, viii. cap. 5*. i. ^e» was 
*• upon the point of marching into India, rcfblving not to Icaise 
«* any thing behind him, which might fr\iftratc his Attempts, lie 
«« ordcr'd Thirty thoufand Youths to be raifcd, out of all his Pro- 
^'vinces, and nrou^t to him, in complcat Armoury and thoi^ he 

kept. 
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with One thoufand five hundred Horfe, and Ten 
thouland Foot) and in Ten Days Space, paffing 
over Mount Caucafus, he arrived at Alexandriay a 

•* kq>t, a$ wdl for Hoftages, as SoMicrs.'*— Many of his Commenta- 
tors have made extraordinary fine political Remarks upon thisj but 
none of them all, fb far as I can find, have given themfelves a Moment's 
Trpuble, to examine, whether it was true or not.— What a fine 
Time mufl jilexander have taken up, to fend into all the Provioces 
of his wide-extended Empire ? And what a vaft Number of his 
Officers mufl have been employ'd for that purpofe ? But as this 
has been taken notice of, in the Criticiim prefixed to this Work, 
I fhall pafs it by here. He tells us, immediately after, that ** Tolj^ 
« ferchm reduced the Country call'd Btibacme"'""^ Here is another 
Country altogether unknown, and unheard of. Some of his Com- 
mentators have imagined this to be the TaretacA of Arrtan; bu| 
x)thers of them, have thought the lame of his GabazMy his Xeniffa, 
and his Naur/iy and, after all, perhaps none of them is the fame: 
however, the laft bids the fairef): for it. Then he proceeds, — 
'* The Countrv of InJia is reckoned rich, not only in Gold, but all 
«* manner of Jewels, &c, — The Soldiers Shields fhone with Gold 
•« and Ivory.— Therefore, that Alexander might not come fhort of 
« thofe, in Finery, whom he fiirpafs'd in other Rcfpe^ls, he order'd 
« the Shields of his Soldiers, to be cover'd with Plates of Silver, 
*' and the Bits of their Horfes Bridles to be made of Gold : The 
«« Brcaftplates of fomc of them, he alfo adorn'd with Gold 5 of others, 
** with Silver. " ' Alex/inder might make his own Troops as gay 
as he pleafed, fo lone as his ferjmn Treafure lafled ; but he was no 
very good Oeconomift. He had made a Bonfire of whatever would 
burn, Defore 5 and now he fcems refblved to throw away the refl, 
in ufclefs Ornaments. " But this, fays Curtius, was to imitate the 

*« hklmns.** Was it? He begun to imitate them betimes in- 

deed! X^umus might, well enough, have fu£fered him to have en- 
ter'd their Country, and fecn their Finery, before he had taken up 
theh: Fafhions. 'Tis flrange, that a Man's Mind fhould alter fb fud- 
denly, without any vifiUe Occafion. He had, but a little while be- 
fore, fct fire to aU the glorious Furniture, which the ftrfiins had 
been fb long treafliring up, and his Army had rim fuch Hazard in 
gaining, becaufe he was afraid it fhould enervate them j but now, 
his Coi^cience is not fo fqucamifh, and he gives them Golden Bri- 
dles, and Silver Suits of Armour, mcerly becaufe the Jn^n Finery 
fhould not put his Soldiers out of Countenance. Well, this Curtius 
is an excellent Cafuift ! If Alexander have not Wit enough to givp 
a Reafon for any of his Actions, he is ftill ready to fupply him. 
But what knocks all thcfe Stories o*th' Head, is, Arrian's afTuring 
us, that thofe Parts of the Country of India, thro' which Alexander 
pais'd, were deftitute of Gold. Arrian, lii. v. cap. 4. But I fhall 
^^fer all further Remarks of what he fays upon this Head, till I 
come to write Obfervations on Arrian*s Jnd^m Hiflor'y. 

City 
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City which he had caufed to be built among the 
Parapami/ity when he made his firft Expedition into 
Baifria. He displaced the Governor of that City, 
becaufe he feem'd not to have done his Duty j and 
drawing many Inhabitants thither, out of the neigh- 
bouring Country, and leaving fuch of the Maceda* 
nians there, as were rendered unferviceabie, he ap- 
pointed Nicanor their Ruler ; but ^yriafpes was 
made Governor of the Country of Parapamifa^ and 
of the whole Province, as far as the River Copbenus. 
Thence, paffing forwards to Nicaay he facrificed to 
Mnerva^ and proceeded to the River Copbenes^ 
fi-om whence, dilpatching a Herald before, to uaxiles^ 
and the other Princes on this Side the River Indus^ 
to come forth and meet him, as he approach'd their 
Territories ; Saxiles^ and the reft, hereupon, came 
and met him, with the moft valuable * Prefents 
which India could furniih ; and befides, they made 
him a Promife of Twenty-five Elephants. There, 
dividing his Forces, he difpatch*d Hepbxftion^ and 
Perdiccasj into the Country of ' Peucelaotis^ towards 
the River Indus^ with the Troops of Gorgias^ and 



* Qirtms tells us, that ** TaxiUs, (whom he calls Omphts, Ji6,vuu 
•« cap. II. 1 1.) prcfcntcd Jllixander with Fiftjr-fix Elephants, (I fup- 
** pofe, for his own Share) and Three thoufand Bulls: — and after- 
<< wards, with a Golden Crown, and Eighty Talents of coin'd Sil- 
^ ver^ and to all his Attendants, Crowns of Gold: and this Bounty, 
** from a Barbarian, pleafed the King Co much, that he retum'd him 
^ his own Preients again, and made him one, of a Thouiaad Ta« 
f^ lonts, out of the Spoils which he had brought with him.* * 
Some of this may be true, tho' mod of it appears otherwifc. P/»- 
tareh confirms the Story of MexanJer*s Prelent of a Thouiand Ta« 
knts to 'raxifes } but j&rian contradi£):s that of the Fifty-fix Ele* 
phants, and fays, that Taxiles, and the ref): of the Princes with him, 
promifed to iend him no more than Twenty-five. 

* The laft Part of this Chapter, is wholly omitted by Curtius j 
onlyhetdlsus, /f^.viii. cap.io,i. that << the King orde^'d FerMccMs 
^ and Hephd/Hm, with a Detachment, as far as Indms, commanding 
«* them to build a Bridge of Boats, to pais the whole Army oyer, 
«* and, in their Way, to fubdKC thoie by Forcej who rehi&d to ilLb- 
^ mit upon fiur Tcyms." 
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Gitus^ and Meleager^ befides half of his auxiliary 
Horfc, and all his mercenary Horfe. Their Orders 
were, to receive the Surrender of all the Towns, 
thro* which they pafled, or to force them thereto ; 
and when they came to the River Indus^ to make 
things ready for ferrying the Army over, ^axiles^ 
and the reft of the Princes of that Country, accom- 
panied them in that Expedition ; and when they 
came to the River, performed whatever Alexander 
had commanded. But AJies^ Prince of Peucelaotis^ 
endeavouring to revolt, loft both the City into which 
he fled, and his own Life 3 for Hepbceftion took it, 
after Thirty Days Siege, and Afies being flain, the 
Government thereof was delivered to Sangaus^ who 
flying from Aftes fome time before, had fought Pro- 
te£lion from Jaxiles ; which Aftion gain'd him fo 
much Credit with Alexander^ that he deputed him 
Ruler over the Country. 

1 

CHAP. XXIII. 

ALEXANDER^ then, with a Band of Tar- 
geteers, and thofeof the auxiliary Horfowho 
followed not HepbxftioHy as alfo the Troop call'd the 
auxiliary Foot, and the Archers, and Agrians^ and 
Equeftrian Darters, marched againft the ' Afpii^ the 
Stbyrai^ and Arafaci; and pafling nigh the Rivet^ 
Cboe^ thro' a Country rough and mountainous 
when he had, with fome Difficulty, crofs'd that 
River, he order'd his Foot to follow him at leifure. 



' The Ajpih the Tf^rAt, and jtfaci, arc cither not taken notice 
of at all by Curtius, or fb (lightlv, and by. fiich different Names, apd 
Circumftanccs in the Stories, that thev have little Relation one to 
another. The River 0foe, he (cems to call Choajpes, lib, viii. caf. i o. 1 1 . 
Blanc/trd thiib^b, thcfc Aj^ii ought to be JfaJ}afii. Vide ^. api. 

while 
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while he, with all his Horfe, and Eight hundred 
heavy-arin*d Macedonian Targeteers, which he caufed 
to mount on Horfeback, march'd forwards, with all 
fpeed, becaufe he had received Information, that 
the Barbarians of that Country had retired to the 
Mountains, or withdrawn themfelves to Places of 
the beft Strength, on purpoft to oppofe him. * When 
he approached the firft of thefe Towns, he found 
the Inhabitants drawn up without the Walls ^ but 
he beat them back at the firft Aflault, and forced 
them to retire within their Gates : However, a Dart 
pierced his Armour, and wounded him in the Shoul- 
der 3 but the Wound was flight, by reafbn of the 
Strength and Thicknels of his Armour. Ptolemy 
the Son of Lagus^ and Leonnatus were both wounded 
in that Conflid:. Then Alexander encamp'd againft 
the Place, on that Side where he thoiight the Walls 
were weakeft y and the next D^y^ ^ ^n as it was 
light, eafily made himfelf Mailer of the outward 
Wall, (for the Town was furrounded with a double 
Wall ) whereupon the Befieged retired to the inner 
one, where they ftood for Ibme time^ but when 
the Scaling-Ladders were fixM, and the Befieged 
found themfelves every where fb gall'd with their 
Parts, that they could endure it no longer, they 



* Curt'iHs has cut this Story ihort ; and fb he has ierved all the 
Tcft, from this Place, to the Conclulion of his Work. He only ac- 
<juamtsus, lib,\m. cap, 10.4.^^^. that *' the King drew out a Party 
" of Light-Horfc, and ordered Craterus, with the Phaknx, to fbllo^w 
" him. In his March, he was encountered ; and in the Skirmifh, 
" drove his Enemies to their City. As fbon as Craterus came up, 
*' he commanded that not one ihould be faved, but that a general 
'« Af&ult fhould be given, the Walls demoliflicd, and all put to the 
** Sword, to ftrike Terror into the reft of the Barbarians y who had not 
*' yet felt the Force of the Macedonian Arms. Neverthelefs, as he rode 
** round the Walls, he was wounded with an Arrow j but the Town 
** bei^g taken, all were' flainj and their Cruelty extended to the very 
" Houfcs."— If my Reader can find any Refemblance between thete 
^wo Stories, I ihall leave him to make a Compariibn between them; 
As for my part, I can find but little. 

iffue4 
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ilTued {uddenly out of their Gates, and fled to the 
Mountains. But the Macedonians purfiiing hard after 
them, flew many in the Purfuit, and took many 
alive, who, becaufe of the exceeding Rage they had 
conceived againfl them, for the Wound given" their 
King, were all put to Death : However, great Num--^ 
bcrs eicaped to the neighbouring Mountains. When 
they had laid that City level with the Ground, he 
led his Army to anotner, named ' Andaca s which 
yielding upon Articles, he there left Craterus^ with 
other Captains of Foot, to take all fuch Cities by 
Force, as refufed to fubmit voluntarily, and to go* 
vern the whole Province, as it ihould feem to him 
moft convenient. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

THEN, ' with his Targefeers, Archers, and 
j4griansj as alio Genus^ and Attalus'& Troops, 
the Macedonian Agema^ with almofl: four Troops 
of the auxiliary Horfe, and half of his Eque- 
firian Archers, he direfked his March towards the 
River Euaffla^ where the General of the Afpii 



* This is, undoubtedly, Curtius's Acadertiy lib. viii. caf, lo. loj 
for ibme Impreflions ot that Author have it Adaca, which approaches 
very near Jrrian^s Andacti ^ however, he tells us, the Inhabitants had 
liumt then: City, and Red. But Acidalius cannot think that any 
wa^ probable $ for which Reaibn, he has made bdd to alter the 
Original, and inftead ot (nfia) to fubftitute vafia. This is, indeed^ 
more likely ; for Arrlan allures us, they yielded to Alexander upon 
Articles i and if fo, they had no occafion to fet fire to their City, 
«nd run away by the Light of it. 

■ I can find nothing in Cwtms, which claims any manner of Affi- 
nity with the Cotftents of this Chapter ; for which Rcafen, I (hall 
\ pa4 it over without Renaaxk. 

lay, 
t 
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lay, and in two Days time, by long Joupneys, came 
to the City. The Barbarians no fboner perceived 
his Approach, than they fet it on fire, and fled to 
the Mountains ; however, the Macedonians pur- 
fued, and made a great Slaughter * them, before 
they could reach thefe rugged, and almoft inaccefli* 
ble Places of Retreat. Ptolemy the Son of Lagus^ 
viewing their General pofted on a little Hill, took 
with him a Party of Targeteers, and tho* their 
Number was far inferior to the Enemy, yet he ad- 
vanced boldly, on Horfeback 5 but when he could 
proceed no further on Horfeback, by reaibn of the 
Steepnefs of the Hill, he left his Horie with one of 
his Soldiers, and went forwards on Foot. When 
the Indian General law him approach, he rulh'd 
forwards, at the Head of his Men, and threw a 
Spear at Ptolemy^ which ftruck upon his Breail- 
plate, but could not pierce thro' his Armour; 
whereupon, Ptolemy thruft him thro' the Thigh, 
and having flain him, ih*ipp'd him of his Armour. 
The Barbarians who were upon the Spot, feeing 
their General fall, betook themfelves to Flight ; but 
the Mountaineers, difdaining that his dead Body 
Should be carried off by the Enemy, run to the Hill^ 
and renewed the Conflid:, by their Endeavours to 
refcue it. But now Alexander himfelf approached, 
with thofe Foot Forces, whom he ^ had order'd to 
alight from Horfeback, who rufhing, all at once, 
upon the Barbarians ^ with much Difficulty, drove 
them back to the Mountains, and fb carried off the 
Body. Alexander then pafs'd one of thefe Moun- 
tains, and coming nigh the City called Arigaus^ 
found it deferted, and burnt by the Inhabitants. In 
the mean time, Craterus having finiihed whatever 
was commanded him, returned; and becaufe the 
Situation of this Place feem'd extreamly commodi- 
ous, he gave Orders to Craterus for the rebuilding 
it, and that he fliould people it with fuch of the 
neighbouring Inhabitants as would come of 'their 

own 



Alexander's Expedition. 171 

own accord, and with others out of the Arm/, who 
were become unfit for further Service, He, in the 
mean time, direfted his March towards the Place 
where the Barbarians had fled, and coming to the 
Foot of a certain Mountain, encamp'd there ; 
whence Ptolemy the Son of Lagus^ being fent out 
to forage, and venturing Ibmewhat further, ftill, 
with a finall JParty, to view the Enemy ; at his Re- 
turn, acquainted Jikxander^ that many more Fires 
appeared in the Camp of the Barhariansy than in 
his. jliexander^ tho' he could make no fure Guefs 
at the Enemies Numbers, from the multitude of 
their Fires, yet being informed, that vaft Crowds 
of them had reibrted thither, left one part of his 
Army there, to defend the Camp ; and taking with 
him thofe whom he deem'd fittefi: for his purpofe, 
he no fboner advanced within Sight of the Enemies 
Fires, than he divided his Forces into three Parts ; 
one of which, he ordered, (hould be commanded 
by Leonnatusy one of his Body-Guards, and this 
was compoied of the Troops of Attains^ and Bala^ 
crus ; the iecond by Ptolemy the Son of Lagus, in 
which were the Royal Targetcers, and the Cohorts 
of Philips and Phthtas^ beiides Two thouland Ar- 
chers, and Agrians^ and one half of his Horfe : The 
third Divifion he led on himfelf, towards that part 
of the Barbarian Army, wh^re they ieem'd to ftand 
the thickelt 
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CHAP. XXV. 

WHEN' they perceived the Macedonians ap- 
proach towards them, (for they were pofted 
upon an Eminence) trufting in their Multitudes^ 
and defpifing the [fmali Number of their Enemies^ 
they delcended intd the plain Country ^ whereupon 
a dreadful Conflid enfued, wherein Alexander had 
the Viftory : but Ptolemy was not to encounter 
thoft on the Plain, but fome who poflfefi'd a fteep 
Hill i wherefore he moved his Army td that Part, 
where the Afcent feem'd the eafieft, and purpofely 
forbore to fiirround the Hill, becaufe he would 
leave a Place for the Enemies Flight. There was 
alfb a terrible Battle on this Side, both by reafbn 
of the Diiadvantage of the Ground, on the part of 
the Macedonians^ and becaufe the Indians of that 
Province, far excelled all the other Indians^ in Mili- 
tary Exploits : However, they were at laft driven 
down from the Mountain. And in the fame man- 
ner Leonnatus behaved, with his Party ; for he alfb 
beat the Enemy, and put them to Flight. Ptolemy 
tells us, that Forty thoufand Men were taken, and 
above Two hundred and thirty thoufand Head of 
Cattle, out of which, Alexander chofe the beft, and 
largeft, that he might fend them into Macedonia^ 



* Curtius has 'not taken the lead notice of this Battle, which is 
Arrange, becaufe it was the moft remarkable one, except that d^gainfb 
Torusy and the other againft the Malliy which was fought in all 
IndU, . Jufliny and Plutarck, are alfb iilent ; but I wonder not at 
that J for the fir ft was only an Abrideer, and had not room for every 
thing; and it was none of Plutarch's Pcfign, to ^vritc regular Hi- 
ftories. 

for 
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for a Breed ; for they far exceird the Grecian Cattle, 
both in Bulk and Beauty. Thence, Alexander 
moved towards the AJfaceni^ who were fiid to have 
an Army of Twenty thoufand Horfe, and Thirty 
thoufand Foot, befides Thirty Elephants, ready to 
take the Field. Craterus having re-edified the City, 
according to the DireAions left him, retum'd, and 
brought with him the heavy-arm^ Foot, as alfb 
luch Engines as are neceflary in Si^es ; whereupon 
Jflexandefy with his auxiliary Horfe, and his £que« 
ftrian Darters, Qenus* and Polyfpercbon^s Troops, 
befides a Thoufand Archers, and Agrians^ pro- 
ceeded in his March towards the Affaceni^ and pa& 
fing thro* the Territories of the Gutxi^ crofsM the 
River of that Name, with much Difficulty, not 
only becaule of its great Depth, and the Rapidity 
of the Stream, but oy reafbn of the vaft Numbers 
of round, and flippery Stones at thc-fiottbm, which 
neither Horfe nor Man could tread upon with iafe« 
ty. As foon as. the Barbarianx perceived that AleX'* 
ander was at hand, they durfl: no longer continue 
in a Body, nor think of meeting him in the open 
Field ; but difperfing^ betook them to their ftrong 
Holds, where they hoped to defend themfelves, and 
fight with greater Advantage. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

ALEXANDER^ therefore, firft led his Army 
againft ' Maffagay the capital City of that- 
Country ^ and drawing near it, the Inhabitants, led 

on 

' This City is call'd ALizi»//i, hy Curtius, //^.viii. cap. 10.7. Map- 
faca by DioJoTHSy lib. xvii. and Mafoga by Strahoy and in ibme Edt* 

<* dead, and the Government then in the Haiads of his Mother Cleo^ 
• Vol. I. T " ph$s. 
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on by a Party of about Seven thoufand Mefcena- 
iicsj from the inner Farts of Indian advanced againft 
the Macedonians^ with a Defign to af&ult tbdr 



mm 



\ 



** fhes, ^.viii. eaf.g, ii.'* whom Tu/Hn names ChofhUks^ Uk.jai. 
citf. 7. Anion takes no notice of hi$ being 4cad, yet we bear of 
nothing that he did, towards the iavin^ his coital City. Authors 
di&r vallly in their Accounts of this Siege. Cwrtius, having given 
us a romantick Ddcriprion of the Walls, Rhrer, Rocks, Oave$, and 
Mote» comes at laft to tell us, that jiltxandir railed aMoont in the 
DkclL to plant his Engines upon; which being done, hereodveda 
Wound in his L^. However, PuUii^ QUt the Arrow himielf, he 
continued to give the ncceflary Dircaions.— • Well, in Nine Days 
Time, the Soldiers pull*d down all the Suburbs, and with the Rub- 
hiih filled up the Ditph -y and then raifed Ramparts, and pbced Towers 
upon then>, which equalled the Walls in Height. A Shower o£ 
Darts was then pour'd in upon the^ Inhabitants, which did great 
Execution j but they were chiefly aftonifh'd to fee how thcfc Towers 
moved, and imagined them a£hiated by ibme divine Power. How- 
ever, the Darts (hot firom the Engines ^'d them £0 much» that 
dcfpairing to hold the City, they retired into the Caftle. But ima- 
gining themfelves alio unMe there, they difpatch'd Embailadors to 
miplore Pardon 5 which they eafily obtain'd. Then canie forth the 
Queen, with a iplendid Train of Noble Women, all bearing Golden 
Goblets, full of Wine, in their Hands. --—^ I cannot imagine how 
they came by them} for Arrian has already afliired us, that MexMh' 
der found no Gold throughout all InJia -y and as for the Wine, Arn$» 
has alio told us, iJ3. v. m^. i . that no Part of Indm afiorded Vine^ 
but Mount hUrwh near the City 2^.-.^ « She brought her young 
** Son to MexanJeTy and not only obtain'd Pardon, but a Continuance 
«« of her former Dignity : Tho* it is believed, her Beauty pleaded more 
«* than her Eloquence, or the King's Inclinations to forgive. How-^ 
** ever, he tells us, ihe bore another Son afterwards, and whoever 
«• got it, it was named Alexander" yu/Hn differs not much fr<int 
Curtius, lib, xii. cap, 7. only he tells us, in plain Terms, that the 
Queen, by proftituting her Body to Algxander, redeem'd her Reahn; 
and was ever after that Time, call'd by the InJ&ansy the^MlStrtan^ 

fit Fltaarch £iys, that << Some of the flouteft of the InMrnu^ 

«< taking Pay of Several Cities, undertook to defond them 5 and did 

•« it fo Tbravely, that they put Alexander to abundance of Trouble, 

«' apd Fatigue, till he, having made an Agreement with them, upon 

<« the Surrender of a Place, fell upon them as they were marching 

** anvay, and put them all to the Sword." And he adds, " that this 

** iingle Breach of Eaith, was a perpetual Blemifh to him, who, on 

I ^ all other Occafions, had managed his Wars with that Juftice and 

^ *« Honour which became him."-— Thus have I Isdd four ^eral 

' Relations of one Siege, before my Reader^ and (hall leave him to 

- ^ie, which pleafes him belt 

.Camp: 
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Camp: Which AleMnder perceiving, and finding 
that a Battle muft then be fought, juft under the 
Walk of the City, ftrove to draw them further oflf^ 
kft if they were forced to fly^ Cas he injagined they 
would) the fmall Spacje betwixt them and the City, 
would fevour their Efcape thither. Wherefore, a$ 
ibpn as be faw them preiBng ibrwards, he caufed 
h\$ Mtc^donians to retreat .to a Hill, about feverK 
Furlongji diftaut, where, he aspain made a Stand. 
The £nemy^ encouraged by this Retreat of the 
Mffedonianf^ bafted after them, with much Heat, 
jn a diibrdaiy Manner : But when they were ad- 
vanced within the Reach of their Darts, Aleo^ander 
having given the appointed Signal, iov hi3 Soldiery 
to face about, the whole Army turn'd upon them^ 
with great Rage. The Equeftrian Darters, and 
yigrians^ and Archers, were the firft which engaged: 
He, with a choice Phalanx, followed in Order. Thp 
Indians^ terrified with this fudden, and unexpe6J:ed 
Blow, no Iboner begun to feel their Fury, but they 
fled towards the City, leaving Two hundred dead 
behind them: The reft lecured themfelves within 
the Walls, The Ring, hereupon, moved his Army 
forward, to befiege the Place, where he received a 
Wound in the Heel, with an Arrow ; but planting 
his Engines the next Day, and making a Breach in 
the Walls, when the Macedonians endeavoured to 
ftorm the City, the Indians received them fo briskly, 
that Alexander commanded a Retreat to be fbundea: 
However, they attempt to mount the Breach 
again, with frefli Vigour, the next Day } having 
drawn a huge wooden Tower to the Place, out q£ 
which the Archers poured Showers of Arrows ; be«- 
fidcs which, they ply'd tlie Befieged with Store of 
Darts, from their Engines. But fiich was the Re;- 
fiftanc^ of the Indians^ that all their Endeavours 
diat Day, were to no purpoie. The Macedonians 
again attempting the fame Place, the third Day^ 
laid a Bridge over, from the wooden Tower to tb^ 

T z Top 
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Top of the Breach, and thereby a Party of Tar- 
geteers enter'd the City, in the lame Manner as 
they had, long before that Time, enterM ^yre^ 
ancf when, with the greateft Joy imaginable, th^ 
crowded forwards upon the Bridge with too mucn 
hafte, it broke with their Weight, and all who were 
upon it, fell fuddenly down with it: Which the 
Barbarians perceiving, and being thereby encou- 
raged, they advanced with loud Shouts, and galled 
the Macedonians J from the Walls, with Stones and 
Darts, and all kinds of mifEve Weapons; whilft 
others, ifluing out from fbme imall Foftems, be- 
tween the Towers in the Wall, attack^ thole 
who were already ftunnM with their Fall, and flew 
them. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

ALEXANDER feeing this, immediately dill 
patched thither Alcetas^ with his Troop, to 
receive thofe who were woiuided, and recall thole 
who had aifail'd the City, and ftill made Refiftance, 
Into the Camp : And on the fourth Day after, he 
raifed another Bridge, from other Works againft the 
Wall. The mercenary Indians^ fo long as their Ge- 
neral furvived, always repulled the Macedonians^ 
with the utmoft Bravery ; but he happening to be 
llain with a Dart from an Engine, and many of his 
Soldiers being lofl, in the feveral Skirmiihes, during 
a long continued Siege, and others rendered ulelels, 
and unfit for Service, by their Wounds, they lent 
a Herald to Alexander. He, willing to prevent the 
EfFufion of Blood, and to preferve luch ftout Sol- 
diers, agreed with them, (the mercenary Indians^ 
(hat they ihould enter into his Army, and lerve 

under 
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under him. Whereupon, they coming forth from 
the City in Armour, encampM by themfelves, upon 
a little Hill, oppofite to the Macedonians^ with a full 
Reiblution to fteal away, by Night, and return 
home, becaufe they would not fight againft other 
Indians. Alexander having Intelligence of this, 
that very Night, furrounded the Hill, on which 
they lay encamped, with his Forces, and cut them 
all oflF; and afterwards, immediately took the City 
by Force, now void of Defendants, and therein, 
tne Mother, and Daughter of Affacenus. Only 
Twenty- five of the ilf^c^i(?w/^»^ were flain, during 
the whole Siege. He then difpatch'd Ccenus to 
Baziray imagining that the Citizens, hearing of 
the Fate of the AJfaceni^ would immediately fur- 
render. He alfo, at the fame time, fent Attains^ 
and Alcetasy and Demetrius^ a Captain of Horfc, to 
• Ora^ with Orders to furround that City with a 
Rampart, and lie before it, till he came, The 
Citizens feeing them approach towards them, made 
an Excurfion, but were beat back by the Macedo^ 
niansy and, in a little time, confined within their 
Walls, by a Rampart. But the Aflair of * Bazira^ 
did not happen according to the Opinion of C^^enus ; 
for the Citizens, trufting to the Strength of the 
Place, (for it was not only feated on an Eminence, 
but alfb furrounded with a flout Wall) gave him 



' The Story of this Siege, is contra6fccd, by Cwtius, into the 
Cpmpafs of a Nut-ihcU j for he only tells us, lib. viii. cap, 1 1 . i . that 
•* Polypercm was difpatch*d by Alexander from Maxjtca to Ora, who, 
«« after a Skirmilh with the Inhabitants, purfuing them to their 
«« Walls, had the City furrcnder'd to him."— Had he ierved all his 
Hiftory in this manner, the whole had come into lels Compaft thaa 
one of his Ten Books. 

* All that C»r/w^ fays of this Siege, is /i^. viii. eaf>, lo. 12. « Alex^ 
<« sutJer having pafs'd the River Choaffe, left C^rms to befiege a City, 
«* which the Inhabitants call Bezira"'-^ But whether Cajjus took, it 
or no, he gives us no Account 5 nor do we hear one Word inore of 
Cdms, till after the taking the Rock Aomus. 

T a no 
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no manner of Hopes of a Surrender : Whereupon, 
Alexander determined to march thither j but rc^ 
ceiving News, that ibme neighbouring Indian Sol-- 
diers had coxyvg/A, themfelves into the Cfty Ota, 
being difpatch'd thither bv Abijfarus^ for that pur- 
pofe, he changed his Refblutions, and march'd with 
his Army to Oray fending Orders t6 Qenus to raife 
a Fort over-againft Bazira^ and place fuch a Gar- 
rilbn therein, as fiiould reftrain the Citizens front 
making Excurfions, and bring the reft of his Forces 
to him. The Citizens^ then, perceiving that Genus 
had drawn off the greateft part of his Tf oops, de- 
ipifmg the fmallneft of the Number left to guard 
the Fort, made an Excurfion into the opeii Coun- 
try j when a (harp Battle enfued, wherein about 
five hundred of them were flain, above Seventy 
taken Prifoners ^ and the reft, who were beat into 
the City, durft not attempt to make any more Ex- 
curfions. The Siege of Ora proved a Bufmefs of 
no great Difficulty, after the Arrival of Alexander j 
for at the firft Anault made againft the Walls, he 
carried the Place, and feiz'd all the Elephants, which 
he found therein, for the Ufe of his Army. 

GO0 :^OQSQQQ<O 0Qg)Q ^QQQOQgQQ<:>C^ 



CHAR XXVIII. 

THE Bizareans hearing that Ora was taken 
by Storm, diftrufting their Strength, fled out 
of the City in the dead of Night, and betook 
themfelves to a Rock caird Aomusy for Safety ^ 
and many of the neighbouring Barbarians fi>llowed 
their Example, for they forfook their Villages, and 
cfcaped thither. This Rock, the moft ftupendous 
Piece of natural Strength in all that Country, was 
by the Barbarians deem'd impregnable j and there 

waj 
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vras a Report, that even ' Hercules, tho' he was 
the Son of Jove, was not able to reduce it. But 
whether any Hercules, either the ^beban, the S^* 
rian, or the JBgyptian, ever penetrated lo far as 
Indiay I cannot affirm for Truth, but am rather 
inclined ta believe the contrary, becaufe whatever 
is difficult, or hard to be accompliihed. Men, to 
raife the Difficulty ftill the higher, have reported. 
That Hercules htmielf attempted it in vain : And 
indeed, it is my Opinion, that the Name of Her^ 
cules is only here ul^, by the Indians, to make the 
Banger feem unrurmountable. The Circuit of this 
Rock is iaid to be Two hundred Furlongs ; its 
Height, where it is lowcft. Eleven 5 *tis only acceffi- 
ble by one dangerous Padi, cut out by Hand, and 
has a fine Spring of pure Water, on the very Sum- 
mit, which fends a plentiful Stream down the Sides 
of the Hill ; as alio a Wood, with as much arable, 
and fertile Land, as to fupply a Thoufand Men 
with Provifions. Alexander hearing this, had a 
more than ordinary Ambition to make himlelf' 
Matter of the Place 5 and the common Tradition 
of Hercutes^s fi^uitlefs Attempt upon it, inflamed 
him the more : Wherefore, having placed Garrifbns 



' CurtiHs tells us, " the Inhabitants thereabouts report, that the 
** Rock Aamm was belieged, in vain, by HercuUs \ for he was 
*' forced by an Earthquake, to rai£e his Siege, ai^d depart." Strabo^ 
towards the Beginning of Ixis Fifteenth Book, ;. 1008. 'E&t.Cafouh. 
Ays, that << yf)x,ViAUxtind^\ Soldiers had taken a certain Rock call'd 
*< AvertiHs, at the firft Afiault, they boafted, that Hercules had a{« 
" Suited it thrice, and had been as often repulfed.** jirriarty in this 
Place, plainly fliews the FaUity of Curtlus'^ StcMry : and befides, I 
would gladly know« how the Inhabitants thereabouts, came to hear 
of the Name of Herculest who was a Greek f but even that, is eafUy 
iblvcd by jfrrign, and Strah too j for they tell us, over and over, 
that all the Scbries of Hercules* and Bacchus % Indian Exploits, were 
only Fi^on» of the Macedonians, who were ambitious of railing 
Alexandef% Gkvy above them. See Arrian, Uh.y. cap. i. sadStra^, 
lib, XL, f. Til. What the true Jn^an Name of this Rock was, wo 
HO where find. A»rnHs was undoubtedly given it by tic Qreeks. • 



T 4 in 
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in Ora^ * and Maffaga^ for the DdTence of the Coon-' 
try, he fent a new Colony into Bazira ; atnd He* 
pbxftion^ and Perdiccasj by his Orderis, repeopled 
another City, named Orobatesj and having fumifli'd 
it with a Garrifbn, march'd forwards, to the River 
Indus ^ where, when they arrived, they prepared 
every thing for the laying a Bridge over it, as 
jHexander had commanded them. He then confti • 
tuted Nicanor^ one of his Friends, Governor of the 
"^hole Country on this Side the River, and moving 
that Way himfelf, had the City * Peuceliotis^ not 
far from it, delivered up to him ; into which, having 
placed a Garrifbn, under the Command of Philip^ 
ne proceeded to take many other iinall Towns 
feated upon that River ; the two Princes of that 
Province, Copbaus and AJf(Lgetes^ attending him. 
He arrived at laft at ^ Embolinaj a City feated not 
far fi-om the Rock Aornus^ where he left CrateruSj 
with a part of his Army, to gather what Stores of 
Com he could, into that City, and to provide him« 
ielf with all other NecefTaries for a long Continu- 
ance there ; that if he was not able to reduce the 
Rock at firft, either by Aflault, or Stratagem, he 
might, at leaft, weary them out with a long Si^;^ 
and reduce them by Famine. Then, with his Ar- 



* No mention is made in Curtiusy either of the reducing the Citj 
cf Peuceliotis, or of the repeoplmg OrohMtes. 

3 Curtius gives us the Stor^ ot uilexander*s Arrival at EmicUnM^ 
«fter the reducing Aifm$tsi but tells us, US, viii. cap, 12. i. that as 
** he was on his Way thither, lie received Intelligence, that Ibme 
** narrow Pafles, thro' which he was obliged to march, were bJock'd 
•« up by one StyXy-^ DioJoms, liS.xvu, p.f^y. calls him jlfJLrice*^ 
** with Twenty thouiand Mcn> whereupon he committed theheavy- 
•* arm'd Troops to Cdtnus, tobringthemupatleiiure: Himielf, with 
^ his Slingersj and Archers, marching before, es^v diAodged the 
•« Ambuf^es, and dear'd the Way for the reft," Tacn the Indums, 
whether thro' fome old Grudge to their Qptain, or in hopes of 
Mning the Conqueror's Favour, ieiz'd JEtyx, and having cut off his 
Head, ftnt it, and his Armour, as a Preietf tojikxMmkr. 

chers^ 
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diers, Agriansj Canus^s Troop, and the choiceft^ 
beft arm d, and moft expeditious Foot out of the 
whole Army, befides Two hundred Auxiliary Horfe, 
and a Hundred Equeftrian Archers, he march'd 
towards the Rock, and on the firft Day chofe a 
Place convenient for an Encampment ^ but the Day 
after, pitch'd his Tents much nigher. 

CHAP. XXIX. 



IN the mean while, Ibme of the neighbouring 
' Inhabitants came to him, and promifed to 
fliew him a Way, whereby the Rock might be 

ftorm'd. 



■ *' While jtiexandir was viewing this Rock, and uncertain which 
«' Way he fhould attack it, Cuttim tells us, /i^. viii. cf^f, 1 1. j. that , 
*< a certain old Man, with two of his Sons, offiar'd their Service to 
** him, promiiing to (hew him how he might take it, provided he.' 
« was well rewarded for his Pains, Whereupon, Mextmder pro- 
« miied him Eighty Talents ot Silver, and diipatch'd him, with one 
« of his Sons, ( keq>ine the other for a Pled^} till he (hould perform 
** his Promife. He alto commanded Mullmusy his Secretary, to at* 
« tend him, with a Detachment lightly arm'd."— .Thus fer die Storf 
runs glib enough, tho' Mullinus is a Name altogether unknown, and 
ihould, perhaps, be EumeneSf for we know he was jiUxanJer^t Se»>. 
cretarv. See jirrian, liS.y. cap. 14.. But, fiire, if the old Mao re- 
ceived Co prodigious a Reward, he ought to have done fomethmg 
for it: but, what is ftrange, we h^ve not one Word either of him» 
or his two Sons, or even of the Secretary, afterwards. Perhaps 
they lay down to take a Nap, till the Siege was over.— However* 
Jie tells us, " the Attack was made by another Detachment, above 
•* Seven l>iys after."— This is not the only Inconfiftency in the Story 
of this old Man, and his Sons$ for *' thoir Deiign, he tells us, //^. viii. 
«< c0f, 1 1 . f . was to amuie the JnJians, by fetching a Compds quite 
** round the Rock/'— — The old Fellow's chief Dcfign items to 
have been, to trick Alexander out of his Money ; for that they 
could not go round it, is evident from what Curtius himfelf adds 
afterwards, //^.viii. cAf, 11. i a. (vix.,) that the Soldiers, who lofl 
their Holdy in dimbing up the Rock, dropp'd direftly into the River 

Indus* 
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ftorm'd, and taken without much Trouble. With 
thcfe, he difpatch'd Ptolemy the Son of Lagus^ with 
the Jgriansy and other lieht-arm'd Soldiers, and 
choice Targetecrs, giving them ftrift Orders, that 
as fbon as ever they found they had gained the Top 
of the Rock, they (hould intrench themfelves 
firongly, and fhew a Signal thereof, to dioie below. 
Ptolemy long llruggled, in a Path rugged, and dan- 
gerous ; but at laft, CuDperceived by ^t Barbarians^ 
gain'd the Sununit, and having furrounded the 
Place with a Rampart, and Ditch, took care to 
hoift up a burning Torch, on that Part of the Hill 
where it might be the mod: eaffly difcemed : Which 
being perceived by Alexander^ he, the next Day, 
attempted to ftorm the Rock ^ but by reaibn of the 
vigorous Defence of the Barbarians^ and the Dif^ 
acnrantage of his Station, he was able to efiecft 
nothing. When the Indians faw that his Efforts 
on that Side were vain, they turned their whole 
Force againft Ptolemy^ and a dreadful Conflid hap- 
pened, the Indians being refblved to demolifli the 
Rampart they had thrown up for their Security, 
and Ptolemy^ with all his Might, endeavouring to 
preferve it ^ but the Barbarians^ at laft, finding 
themfelvcs gaird by the Macedonian Archers,- re- 
treated, by Night, to their former Station. In' the 



Tndns. Curtim Is guilty of a vaft Error, which unhinges the whole 
Story i for he declares, lib,v'\\u cap, 11.7." that on one Side of this 
•• Rock run the River Indus j on the other, were deep Holes, filled 

• with Water and Mud." Tis plain then, that Alexatukr, and 

his Army, lay encamp'd on the Side where the Holes were, hecaufe 
he ordered Trees to be cut down, to fill them up, which took him 
up fevcn Days. Then he made his firft Attack j — And where 
ihould he make it from, but the Place which he had levell'd fbt 
that purpofe ? otherwise, he was doine nothing, all that while.— 
But* then, he aflures us, that «« the Soldiers which loft their Hold, 
" fell from the ftcep Rocks, headlong into the River."— That is, 
they dimb'd up on one Side, and fell down on the other, without 
ever gaining the Top. — If Arriatf^ Story be not much more tru^ 
it is, at leaft, much more probable. 

mean 
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mean while, Alexander dilpatchM an Indian^ whom 
he knew to be trufty, and fit for his purpofe, with 
Letters to Ptolemy^ wherein he advifed him, that 
whenever he perceived him to ftorm the Rock 
below, he fliould not be fatisfied only to maintain 
his prefent Poft, but attack the £nemy, at the 
lame time, above, that fo they, being all in Con- 
fiiiion, might not know how to defend themfelves. 
But he moving his Camp, as ibon as it was Day- 
light, led on his Army to the Place where Ptolemy 
had before aicended, unobferved^ being fatisfied 
within himielf, that if he could conquer the Diffi* 
cnlties of that Afcent, and join his Forces with 
Ptolemy^ the Rock itielf would foon be gain'd 3 
which accordingly happened : For even till Noon^ 
there was a terrible Confli6t between the Ma^ 
cedonians and Indians^ the one Party ftriving to 
aicend by Force, the other to drive them down ; 
but the former ftill perfifted in their Refblu- 
tions to puih forward) and one Party always fuc- 
courcd or fucceeded another, whiJft they drew 
back and refrelh'd themfelves. They laboured thus 
till almofl: Night, and at laft gain'd the Top, and 
joln'd with their Friends. Then they made a frefli 
Attack upon the Rock, with all their Forces ; but 
neither could they yet lucceed this Way, and fo 
that whole Day was fpent. The next Morning, 
as foon as Day-light appeared, he ordered each of 
his Men to go into the neighbouring Wood, and 
cut down an hundred Poles, or Stakes, which being 
all brought together, a huge Rampart was thereby 
raifed, from the Level of that Part of the Hill 
where their Entrenchment was, againft the higher 
Part of the Rock, pofTefs'd by the Enemy, that fo 
they might, from thence, gall them with their 
Darts and Arrows; and while the whole Army 
was bufied about this Woric, he was not only a 
nice Oblerver, but a great Encourager of them, 

praifmg 
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praifing thoie who forwarded it with Vigour and 
Alacrity, and caufing thofe to be puniflied, who 
were flothful, and una&ive, in their refpedive 
Stations. 



CHAP. XXX. 

THE Army carried on the Rampart, the 
Length of a full Furlong, the firft Day ; 
and on the morrow, by pofting his Siingers, and 
Engineers on that Fart, already finiihed, he re^ 
peird the Excurfions of the Indians upon the 
Labourers ^ lb that the whole y4gger was perfected 
in three Days. But on the fourth, when ibme 
Macedonians had begun to build a Mount oppofite 
to the Rock, which was defigned to be of equal 
Height therewith, Alexander immediately marched 
thither, and upon viewing it, determined to pro- 
long the Rampart that far. But then, the ' Bar-- 
harians were fb terrified, and aftonifhed, at the 

unaccoun- 



' The Story of the Surrender of this Rock, is much better told 
here, than in Curtius-y for he alHrms, lib. riii. cfif, 11. 19. that 
** AlexaruUr, feeing no Hopes, nor Appearance of gaining that im- 
" pregnable Place, laid afide aU Reiblutions of attacking it again i 
** yet, ncverthelefs, he continued ibmethin^ of a formal Siege, to 
*' amufe the Defendants. He block'd up all the Pailages to it> was 
** continually moving his Engines, and relieving thofe who were 
* upon Guard. Which Obftinacy, caufed the Barbarians to begin 
*« to banquet, and caro\ifc, and play upon their Mufick.' They 

had had much more Reafbn for their Mirth, if his Back had been 
turn'd. — " This they performed for two Days, and as many Nights; 
•« but on the third Night, that Noife ceafed, and Torches were 
** obferved to be fix'd all along the Declivities, which the Barba- 
** rians had lighted, to afTift them in their Flight, over the craggy 
'< Rocks. The Kin|[, thereupon^ not without Wonder, icnt out 

" Balacrm, 
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unaccountable Boldnefs of the Macedonians^ who 
Iwd, now, juft finifhed their Mount, and extended 
the Rampart to it, that they no longer truftcd to 
the natural Strength of their Rock, out fending a 
Herald to AUxander^ promifed, if he would grant 
them certain Conditions, they would furrender it 
into his Hands. Their real Drift was, to Ipin out 
diat whole Day, in agreeing upon Articles, and as 
ibon as Night came, to fteal down unperceived, 
and return every one to his own Dwelling. This 
Refblution of theirs, coming to Alexanders Know- 
ledge, he allowed them a fuflicient Space to de- 
icend, by calling off the Guards, which furrounded 
them, and himfelf tarried there, till the Barha-- 
rians begun to defcend* Then, taking with him 
about Seven hundred of his Guards, and Tar- 
jeteers, he firft enter'd the Rock, which the Enemy 
lad deferted, and thofe Macedonians^ by helping; 
one another, climb'd up after him. Having thus 
taken Pofleffion, the other Macedonians^ on a cer- 
tain Signal, fell upon the Barbarians^ and cut many 
of them off} and many others, being feiz'd with a 
pannick Fear in their Flight, fell down headlong 
frcrni the Precipices, and perilhed. Alexander hav- 
ing thus gaind the Rock, which had been too 
hard a Task for Hercules^ oflfer'd Sacrifice thereon, 
and furniihed it with a Garrifbn, under the Com- 
mand of * Sificottus^ who, long before that Time, 






" Balacrtis, to difcovcr what he could of the Pofturc of the Enemy. 
who returned with the certain and joyful News, of the Flight 
of the Beficgcd, &c** — This Story is liable to many Exceptions; 
for firft, What could induce the Indians to fly, when no Enemy 
was likely to hurt them? and, lecondly, How could they propolc 
to efcape by Flight, when Mtxunder had block'd up all the Avenues 
to it ? 

* Curtms calls him Stfat^s, /i^.viii. caf, ii,^f, but tells us not 
who, or what be was, nor what he had done, to merit that Com- 
mand. 

had 
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had fled from Indian to Beffus^ in Baliria-^ and when 
Alexander entered that 0>iintiy, had d(me hint 
great Service in the Conqueft thereof. He ihen, 
defcendtng from the Rxxk^ march'd into the Ter- 
ritories of the 5 Affaeeni j for he had beard, that 
the Brother of AJfaanus^ with ibme Elephants, and 
a vaft Body of the neighbouring Barbarians^ had 
fled into the Mountains there; and when be ar* 
rived at the City Dyr$a^ £>und both that^ and all 
the Country round, endrelv deftitute of^ InhabU 
tants y but the next Day, he diipatch'd Nearcbus^ 
with a Thoufand Targeteers, and thofe Agfian$ 
who were light*arm'd, and Antiocbus with Three 
tlK>uiand Targeteer$ more, to fearch all the Coun- 
try round, and try if they could catch any of the 
Inhabitants, from whom they might learn the Cu^ 
ftoms of the Natives, their Manner of making War, 
and the Number of their Elephants, He himfelt 
proceeded on his March towards the River Indus^ 
having fent his Army before him, to level the Road, 
which would otherwife have been impaflable. Hav- 
ing then taken ibme of the Barbarians^ he iHidei^ 
ftood that the Inhabitants of th^t Country were 
fled to ^ Barifadesj for their Security, but that 



■w^ 



^ No notice is taken of Mtxandir*^ ftcond March into the Couft- 
try Qi the Afffu^nUy by Curtius^ nor have we one Word of all the 
Contents of the remaining Part ot this Chapter ; only he tells us, 
/f^.viii. cap. 12.4. that *' in Sixteen Days, Mexaiuier march'd from 

" that Place (the Rock Aornus) to the River JnJm:' This may 

feem ftrange to fbme, becauie he had Glared us before, that the 
River Indus vMn £0 near the Rock, that many of his Men dropp'd 

down, and were drown'd in it. However, this may be £dd in 

his Defence, That the Rock Amms was near the Head of that Ri- 
ver s and the King was to march with his Army, Sixteen Days 
Journey down the Stream, to the Place where Perdiccas, smd Hephd" 
ftion had prepared a Bridge for their Pailage over. 

^ Vreinfljemiusy in his Remarks upon Cmrtiusy /i^, viJi. cap.i^. 
thinks this to be the fame, whom ^r/4», eUewhere, ciSis Aj^iJ/kres, 
and Ambifans, 

they 
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they had left: their Elephants in the Faftures near 
the River Jtidus ; upon which Intelligence, he or- 
dered them to be his Guides to the Places where 
the Elephants were. Some of the Indians of this 
Country are expert at hunting them, and were 
there&re efteem'd by Alexander, who then went in 
qudft of thofe Bcafts : Tvo of the Number of 
which, whilft they were endeavouring to ieize them, 
tumbled down irom the Rocks, and perilhed ; the 
reft were taken, and being mounted, by the Indians, 
were conveyed fife to the Army. He alio found 
a full-grown Wood nigh the River, which he or^ 
dcr'd to be cut down by his Soldiers, and Veflels 
to be built therewith, which being launched into 
the River, He, and Us Forces, were thereby con- 
v^'d to the Bridge, which Hephmfiion and Per- 
diccas had already built. 



7%e End of the Firft Folum, 
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